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We will walk and talk you through:

Where we have been

Where we want to go … and why

How You Can Help Us to Help You



Vision
Independent Living Rural community:

• Transferring the 15 minute city model to rural Ireland

• Supporting and empowering citizens from birth to end of life 

• Taking local ownership and accountability for our needs

Area 14 acres developed as series of five separate but interrelated projects

Connected to the Village

Sustainable, innovative and inclusive



How will we deliver the Independent Living Village Vision, 

in Mid-Ulster?

One:     Healthy Living Centre

Two:     Torrent Business Park Extension

Three:  Housing Development to include Independent Living 

Units

Four:    Bardic Theatre Enhancement Programme

Five:     Social Farm



Project One – Healthy Living 

Centre

Development of a building which will accommodate  

rural GP provision, and allied health and wellbeing 

businesses (e.g.  podiatrist, dentist, physio, remedial 

sports masseuse, complementary therapists). 

Potential to include a Creche and possibly respite 

care for children/adults with learning disabilities. 



Project Two:

Torrent Valley

Business Park Extension

The initial two phases of TVI workspace are fully let and 

this has consistently been the case.  

The new phase should examine the provision of space to 

support people to work ‘closer to home’ (arising out of 
Covid 19) … i.e., hotdesking or co-working as well as 

additional units   



Develop housing units (up to six) 

within the housing element of the site 

which have been designed to meet the 

needs of older people and adults with 

learning disabilities who want to live 

independently within the community. 

Project Three: 

Independent Living Unit



Develop a renovation plan that includes 

the creation of additional seating capacity, 

dedicated rehearsal space 

and refurbished reception / bar area. 

Project Four: 

Bardic Theatre enhancement 



Project Five:

Social Farm

Provide a Social Farm which offers 

training and employment opportunities 

for adults with learning disability 

(18 years old+).  

Could be linked with independent living 

proposals for adults with learning 

disabilities





Work Done and Work to Do . . .
Community Engagement … confirming needs

Commissioned design team to translate needs into a Masterplan 

(draft and subject to refinement and reworking)

Full community engagement

Engage with specialist/statutory organisations (e.g. SHSCT, DKIT)

Re-engage with local groups

Confirm final designs and specifications

Secure full planning permission

Identify potential partners

Secure full funding package



How Can MUDC Help Donaghmore and 

Donaghmore HELP MUDC?

Partnership for strategic funding opportunities

Influence

Unlock technical support

Collaborate to deliver the first independent living rural model in Ireland



THANK  YOU
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