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1 Purpose of Report

1.1 | The purpose of this report is to update members and seek approval for the following;
e Updates and changes to the Grant Aid Policy for 2025/26
e Grant Aid Programme Timetable for 2025/26

2 Key Issues

2.1 | The current Grant Aid policy has been reviewed in line with recommendations from

the recent internal audit report on community development grants. See proposed
updated policy for 2025/26 at Appendix 1

The key updates and changes being proposed are listed below:

a) The policy is presented in Council’s standard policy template

b) Grant specific information is set out in tabular format for clarity and ease of
reference

c) All grants including those relating to the Pitches strategy grants and Irish
Language are now included within the policy

d) There are now 4 grant categories instead of 3, to incorporate the additional
grants

e) Opening time for applications has been reduced from 6 weeks to 4 weeks to
meet timetable required to have Letters of Offer released to groups as early in
the new financial year as possible. See attached Grant Aid Programme
Timetable at Appendix 2

f) There will be 2 open calls for funding, instead of 3 as this year all budgets were
exhausted after Round 2.




9)

h)

)

K)

Groups applying for funding under £3500 will no longer be required to upload
the following governance documents if they been awarded a Council grant in
the last 3 years. Instead, they will be asked to tick to confirm that these are in
place and available to be viewed on request (spot checks will be carried out).

e Group Constitution/Governing document

e Relevant Insurance

¢ Relevant Safeguarding Policies

There will still be a requirement to upload current AGM minutes and financial
statement

The following eligibility conditions have been removed:
e Groups with a membership charge greater than £250 being ineligible.
e Residential and training courses not eligible for more than 20%

Role of moderation panel included

Declaration of Interest Forms for assessment and moderation panels included
For grants of £3500 an under, 100% of award will be paid out in advance on
acceptance of Letter of Offer (previously 50% advance and 50% on completion
of project)

For grants of £3500 and under, uploading of invoices will not be required with

monitoring and claim form. Instead monitoring and verification visits will be
carried out on 10% of projects.

m) For all grants, if an advance payment has been made and no corresponding

P)

monitoring and claim form has been submitted by 30th June 2026 deadline,
this payment must be refunded to Mid Ulster District Council. No further
payments will be made to the group until the refund has been received.

Appeals process amended to a one stage approach by Strategic Director of
Communities and Place

For grants up to £20,000, officers will carry out onsite verification visits on 10%
of completed projects.

For grants over £20,000 (Capital Grants), officers will carry out onsite
verification visits on 100% of projects.




Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications

Financial:
N/A

Human:
NA

Risk Management:
NA

3.2

Screening & Impact Assessments

Equality & Good Relations Implications:
NA

Rural Needs Implications:
NA

Recommendations

4.1

Members are recommended to:

e Approve Grant Aid Policy for 2025/26
e Approve Grant Aid Programme Timetable for 2025/26

List of Documents Attached

Appendix 1 — Proposed Grant Aid Policy 2025/26
Appendix 2 — Grant Aid Programme Timetable 2025/26




