
 

1 – Development Committee (13.03.25) 

Minutes of Meeting of the Development Committee of Mid Ulster District Council 
held on Thursday 13 March 2025 in the Council Offices, Burn Road, Cookstown 
and by Virtual means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor Black, Chair 
 

Councillors Bell, W Buchanan, F Burton, Clarke, Corry, 
Forde, Gildernew, Milne*, Molloy, Monteith*, Quinn*, 
Wilson 

 
Officers in   Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place 
Attendance   (SD: C&P) 

Mr Gordon, Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and  
    Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) 
    Ms Linney, Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) 

Mr McCreedy, Strategic Programmes Service Manager 
(SPSM) 
Ms McKeown, Tourism Service Manager (TSM) 
Ms Smith, Diversity and Integration Development Manager 
(DIDM) 
Ms Spence, Economic Regeneration Service Manager 
(ERSM) 
Miss Thompson, Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
Others in   Deputation: Mid Ulster Youth Voice Forum 
Attendance   Youth Reps: Ms McGee, Mr Cox and Mr Gilpin.  

 Education Authority Reps: Ms Molloy and Mr Hamill 
 
 
*   Denotes Members present in remote attendance 
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
          
The meeting commenced at 7.04 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black welcomed everyone to the meeting and those watching 
the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor Black in introducing the meeting 
detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of the committee 
by referring to Annex A to this minute. 
 
 D038/25 Notice of Recording  
 
This meeting will be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast on the Council’s You 
Tube site. 
 
D039/25 Apologies 
 
Councillors McLernon, McNamee and McQuade. 
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D040/25 Declaration of Interests  
 
The Chair, Councillor Black reminded Members of their responsibility with regard to 
declaration of interest. 
 
Councillor Gildernew declared an interest in Brantry Bard. 
 
Councillor Clarke declared an interest in agenda item 7 - Health, Leisure & Wellbeing 
Service Level Agreements 2024/25 (Service Level Agreement in relation to 
Broughderg Area Development Association (BADA) for provision of a 
caretaking/maintenance service at Davagh Forest MBT Trailhead), agenda item 9 - 
Economic Development Report - OBFD (Sperrins Partnership) and agenda item 13 - 
SHHP Bellaghy Bawn Writers Residency Project Seamus Heaney HomePlace & 
Bellaghy Bawn Operating Entity: Members Working Group. 
 
D041/25  Chair’s Business 
 
Councillor Burton referred to the two excellent events recently organised by Council to 
mark International Women’s Day.  The Councillor stated that both events sold out 
quickly and paid tribute to staff who did an amazing job in sourcing the venues and 
speakers which were perfect.  Councillor F Burton stated that there has been 
wonderful feedback from the events and that going forward as part of the strategy with 
women and girls she felt that Council should look at holding more regular events with 
a focus on empowering women and asked Officers to come back with some ideas to a 
future meeting. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black stated that he also heard good feedback from the events 
and it is important that this is recognised. 
 
Councillor Clarke stated that storms have been a topical issue recently and that as a 
result the difficulties that have arisen are clear ie. Electricity, telephone / broadband 
along with the damage to property.  The Councillor stated that so much has happened 
Council needs to take a wider look at what can be done and what should be done in 
order to alleviate danger and issues as far as possible in the future.  Councillor Clarke 
stated that Council also have involvement in a number of forests and highlighted the 
amount of damage to these forests.  Councillor Clarke proposed that Council meet 
with the various agencies ie. Forestry, Roads, NI Electricity and broadband companies 
in order to make plans to rectify the damage done now and address issues for future 
storms. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black stated that he felt the proposal was good and referred to 
previous discussion at Planning Committee where there was a proposal to invite 
Forestry Service to a future meeting and suggested that the two proposals be joined 
together to deliver an outcome. 
 
The SD: C&P agreed that the proposal is a good idea but to avoid duplication and to 
make Members aware he stated that the Civil Contingencies Team who co-ordinate 
Emergency Planning on a regional basis are likely to be conducting a review which will 
include engaging and learning with all the agencies, Departments and utility providers.  
The SD: C&P advised that internally the Emergency Planning Officer is reviewing how 
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Council performed as a Council throughout the recent storm and what learning there 
is.  The SD: C&P added that the grounds maintenance and parks teams are liaising 
with forestry and other agencies to reinstate facilities.  The SD: C&P stated that 
following all emergency type events there is always learning and opportunity to build 
learning for future scenarios. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black asked if it is appropriate that when the reviews are 
complete that Members receive a report on the findings. 
 
The SD: C&P stated he would advise the Strategic Director of Environment of the 
discussion and request but that he did not foresee an issue in terms of bringing a 
report back. 
 
Councillor F Burton seconded Councillor Clarke’s proposal.  The Councillor stated that 
there is still a lot of damage from the recent storm and felt that the biggest problem is 
trees and their lack of maintenance and that this issue needs to be looked before it 
gets to an emergency stage.  Councillor F Burton also referred to the amount of 
signage that has blown down and that there was a proposal at Council to write to DfI 
in relation to this and asked if there is an update.  The Councillor stated that signage 
has been blown down at dangerous junctions and felt that Council needs to work 
closely with DfI on this issue. 
 
The SD: C&P stated he didn’t have an update in relation to response from DfI on 
signage but that he would follow up.  The SD: C&P stated that there are legal 
responsibilities on landowners in respect of maintenance of trees on their land and 
from a Council perspective he advised that there is a Tree Maintenance Plan in place 
and there would be an expectation that other public landowners would have a similar 
plan given the legal duty that is on them. 
 
Councillor F Burton stated that she has raised the issue of tree maintenance at NILGA 
and was advised that if a tree is unsafe then DfI can notify the landowner and if the 
tree is dangerous they have the power to cut the tree and bill the landowner.  The 
Councillor stated that fallen trees is a cause of loss of life every year and felt that 
Council need to be proactive given the Council area is rural. 
 
Councillor Gildernew agreed with the previous Councillor’s comments and that she 
was aware that Colm Gildernew MLA had worked tirelessly in relation to getting the 
30mph sign moved further out of Aughnacloy on the A5 and that is one of the signs 
that is still blown down which is a disgrace. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council – 
 

• To receive a report at the Environment Committee and consider the 
findings from any review exercises, both regionally and locally before 
considering if further meetings with Forestry Service, DfI Roads, NI 
Electricity and broadband companies in planning for future storms.. 
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D042/25 Deputation – Mid Ulster Youth Voice Forum 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black welcomed representatives from Mid Ulster Youth Voice 
Forum to the meeting and invited them to make their presentation (Appendix 1).   
 
Mid Ulster Youth Voice Forum is a diverse group of young people aged 14-18 years 
from across Mid Ulster and their presentation outlined their achievements to date 
since their launch in October 2024 including the consultation with young people in 
relation to Culture and recent study visit to Krakow.  Ms McGee also spoke in relation 
to being elected to the Youth Parliament Team for Fermanagh and South Tyrone and 
recently speaking at the House of Commons on the topic of the cost of car insurance 
for young drivers.  The representatives also shared their future plans which include a 
meet the Councillor event and Councillor attendance at a social action event. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black thanked the representatives for their presentation and 
stated there is a lot of good work being done and that it is good to see young people 
wanting to get involved in shaping the future.  Councillor Black also referred to the 
work undertaken in relation to culture and that building relationships with different 
communities is important.  The Councillor stated he is more than happy to get involved 
in future events and discussions with the Forum. 
 
Councillor Gildernew stated it is not easy to get up and speak in front of people and 
thanked the representatives for their presentation tonight.  The Councillor stated she 
was saddened by the consultation results in that too many people still feel they are not 
safe or valued and that she hoped the next generation will be able to change that and 
build relationships.  Councillor Gildernew agreed that the cost of car insurance for 
young people is unfair especially in rural areas where they depend on having a car 
and that this needs looked at. 
 
Councillor Molloy stated he would relish the input of the Forum into Council policies 
such as community planning and that more meetings would be welcomed.  The 
Councillor stated that the Council is represented by 40 Councillors from a diverse 
traditional background and that the Forum can help to broaden that diversity as Mid 
Ulster is probably the most diverse Council outside of Belfast and Council needs to be 
representative of the people who live in the area. 
 
Councillor Corry stated that Council is proud of Mid Ulster Youth Voice and the work 
that is being done and that she would be happy to be involved in future events.  The 
Councillor referred to the forthcoming campaign to lower the voting age to 16 and 
stated it is important to hear the voice of youth on this matter as they will be the future 
decision makers. 
 
Councillor F Burton stated it is good to hear of young people who want to get involved 
in their community and that her daughter was previously involved in a similar project 
and it is great to see young people able to present to a meeting and lobby Council and 
would encourage young people to have their say and feel part of their community.  
The Councillor suggested that the group also make a request to present to PCSP in 
relation to the issue of cost of car insurance.   
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Councillor Quinn stated he joined with other Members in that it is good to see young 
people getting involved in politics.  The Councillor stated he had watched the speech 
made at the House of Commons earlier in the week and that it was excellent and a 
fantastic opportunity to show how the youth of Mid Ulster are able to stand up and 
express their views.  Councillor Quinn stated that Mid Ulster Youth Voice Forum is a 
fantastic initiative and he would be delighted to meet again at any stage and looked 
forward to seeing the work of the Forum in the future. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black thanked the representatives for their attendance following 
which they withdrew from the meeting at 7.45 pm. 
 
Councillor Monteith left the meeting at 7.45 pm. 
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
D043/25 Development Report 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) presented previously circulated 
report which sought approval for the following –  
 

• Arts Outreach Plan 2025 – 2026 

• Hill of The O’Neill and Ranfurly House Plan 2025 – 2026 

• Irish Language Plan 2025 – 2026 

• Social Inclusion responses to consultations- NIHE Corporate Plan, and NI Fuel 
• Poverty Strategy 

• PCSP Plan 2025 – 2026; for information 

• Development Department -Update 
 
Councillor Corry proposed the report recommendations and thanked officers and staff 
for the hard work involved in the plans and responses to consultations.  The Councillor 
referred to Social Inclusion within the Housing Executive Corporate Plan and the need 
for housing in rural areas as well.  Councillor Corry also thanked officers for the hard 
work involved in relation to the International Women’s Day events and welcomed the 
grant funding process which is opening, the Councillor added that there is also a need 
to educate men and boys in respect of ending violence against women and girls. 
 
Councillor Gildernew seconded Councillor Corry’s proposal.  The Councillor referred to 
the Fuel Poverty Strategy consultation response regarding support from the 
discretionary support service and that she has found this process to be slow and 
cumbersome.  Councillor Gildernew stated that she is aware of applications submitted 
to the discretionary support service and it is then three weeks before the person gets a 
call back to know whether they are getting help or not.  The Councillor stated if 
someone is in fuel poverty then three weeks is too long to wait and therefore would 
have some concerns regarding the discretionary support system. 
 
Councillor Quinn stated that the Council’s Arts Outreach Plan is excellent and looked 
forward to seeing it rolled out, he highlighted that Council is allocating £84k to this 
along with other monies towards SLA groups which he imagined is more money than 
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the Arts Council give to Council as a whole.  The Councillor also agreed with 
Councillor Corry in relation to the role of men and boys regarding ending violence 
against women and girls and that the recent events organised by Council have been 
excellent. 
 
Councillor Gildernew declared a conflict of interest and therefore asked for another 
seconder to Councillor Corry’s proposal. 
 
Councillor Molloy seconded Councillor Corry’s proposal. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to –  

• Approve the Arts Outreach Plan 2025 – 2026 

• Approve the Hill of The O’Neill and Ranfurly House Plan 2025 – 2026 

• Approve the Irish Language Plan 2025 – 2026 

• Approve the social inclusion responses to consultations- NIHE 
Corporate Plan, and NI Fuel Poverty Strategy 

• Note the PCSP Plan 2025 – 2026, for information 

• Note the Development Department -Update 
 
D044/25 Health, Leisure & Wellbeing Service Level Agreements 2024/25 
 
The Assistant Director Health, Leisure & Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) presented previously 
circulated report which sought approval for Community Service Level Agreements 
(SLA’s) for the financial year 2025/26 only. 
 
Councillor F Burton proposed the report recommendations and referred to discussion 
at last month’s meeting in relation to swimming pool at Fivemiletown College.  The 
Councillor stated that this is the only swimming pool / gym in the area and reiterated 
the need to keep it there. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black seconded Councillor Burton’s proposal. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve -  

• The Health, Leisure & Wellbeing Service Level Agreements as 
detailed on section 3.2 of the report for the period 2025/26 financial 
year only 

• That officers review groups requests if/when received where financial 
pressures have been highlighted, to deal with this on a case by case 
basis in line with any available budget and/or amend/reduce service 
provision if required 

 
D045/25 Fixed Penalty Rates for Electrical Safety Standards and Smoke, Fire 

and Carbon Monoxide Regulations for Private Rented Properties 
 
The Assistant Director Health, Leisure & Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) presented previously 
circulated report which provided update on the introduction of The Electrical Safety 
Standards for Private Tenancies Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2024 and The Smoke, 
Heat and Carbon Monoxide Alarms for Private Tenancies Regulations (Northern 
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Ireland) 2024 and sought agreement on Council’s fixed penalty fee for offences under 
these regulations. 
 
Councillor Wilson proposed the report recommendations and stated he struggled 
when a range is set on an activity which is so dangerous and can cost lives and felt 
that £1000 is still a pittance. 
 
Councillor Molloy seconded Councillor Wilson’s proposal and asked what testing on 
electrical installations will entail. 
 
The AD: HL&W advised that from 1 April 2025 landlords will be required to have the 
electrical installations in their properties tested by a qualified person at least every 5 
years.  When the safety checks are complete the landlord must provide a copy of the 
report to their tenants, and to the Council if requested to do so and added that Council 
officers can also engage technical assistance where required.  The AD: HL&W stated 
officers will engage in education regarding the new regulations in the first instance and 
will then escalate to enforcement if needed.  The AD: HL&W stated that additional 
information could be sent to Members regarding these regulations and the duty of 
Council. 
 
Councillor Molloy stated it is good to hear that the tenant also receives a copy of the 
safety report. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black stated that more information for Members would be useful. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve -  

• The fixed penalty rate for offences under the Electrical Safety 
Standards for Private Tenancies Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2024 
at £1000.  

• The fixed penalty rate for offences under the Smoke, Heat and Carbon 
Monoxide Alarms for Private Tenancies Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2024 at £500. 

 
D047/25 Economic Development Report - OBFD 
 
The Tourism Service Manager (TSM) presented previously circulated report which 
provided update on -  
 

• Lough Neagh Rescue – Service Level Agreement (2025-2026) 

• Lough Neagh Partnership Service Level Agreement (2025-2026) 

• Sperrins Partnership Funding (April 2025 – March 2026) 
 
Councillor Molloy proposed the report recommendations and referred to previous 
meeting with Infrastructure Minister regarding the dredging of the bar mouth which is 
critical to Lough Neagh Rescue accessing the River Blackwater and asked for an 
update on progress since that meeting. 
 
Councillor Corry seconded Councillor Molloy’s proposal and stated that all bodies are 
doing invaluable work. 
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Councillor Quinn supported Councillor Molloy’s comments in relation to the dredging of 
the bar mouth which he stated is a massive issue and that it is vital that the work gets 
done. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black advised that an update will be provided to the 
Environment Committee regarding progress in relation to the River Blackwater. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council –  

• Lough Neagh Rescue – Service Level Agreement (2025-2026) 

• To note Lough Neagh Rescue’s 2024/2025 Progress Report 
outlining actions completed against their SLA Targets as set out at 
Appendix 1 of report. 

• To approve Mid Ulster District Council’s Service Level Agreement 
with Lough Neagh Rescue for the year 2025/2026 as set out at 
Appendix 2 of report and approve the release of £12,000 to Lough 
Neagh Rescue from Council’s Tourism budget 2025/2026 subject to 
Council being provided with the requisite documentation as detailed 
in the Service Level Agreement 

• Lough Neagh Partnership (2025-2026) 

• To approve the financial request from Lough Neagh Partnership for 
core funding of £24,200 for 2025/2026 (Appendix 3) 

• Sperrins Partnership Funding (April 2025 – March 2026) 

• To approve a financial contribution of £25,000 to the Sperrins 
Partnership for the period 2025/2026.  

 
 
Matters for Information  
 
D048/25 Minutes of Development Committee held on 13 February 2025 
 
Members noted Minutes of Development Committee held on 13 February 2025. 
 
Councillor Wilson asked for an update in relation to repairs to footbridge at Lough Fea. 
 
The AD: HL&W advised that the footbridge is in the final stage of fabrication and it is 
still on track to be open by Easter and added that there may be opportunity for the 
contractor to attend the site within the next fortnight. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black stated it will be good to see the footbridge open again. 
 
D049/25 Communities & Place Scale of Charges 2025/26 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which outlined the Scale of Charges to be 
implemented from 1 April 2025 – March 2026 for the Communities & Place 
Directorate. 
 
Councillor Wilson referred to the double whammy to residents in relation to a rates rise 
and charges for leisure facilities being increased as well.  The Councillor stated that 
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the tariffs are increasing by 5% however some are being increased by more than 5% 
and asked if these were just rounded up. 
 
The SD: C&P stated that the majority of tariffs were raised by 5% however he was 
aware that some were rounded up for legislative reasons.  The SD: C&P stated that 
the total figure that was included within the rates estimates paper included all of those 
anomalies. 
 
D050/25 Economic Development Report - OBFI 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the following 
key activities –  
 

• Evaluation of Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) Programmes 

• Sub-Regional Economic Plan Update 
 
Councillor Gildernew noted the fabulous outcomes for the LMP Programmes. 
 
Councillor Corry referred to the Sub Regional Economic Plan and stated it is good to 
see money coming in which can be used to address regional imbalances. 
 
 
The live broadcast ended at 8.06 pm. 
 
 
Local Government (NI) Act 2014 – Confidential Business 
 
 Proposed by Councillor F Burton  
 Seconded by Councillor Molloy and  
 
Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local 

Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public in accordance with 
Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 
that Members of the public be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst 
members consider items D051/25 to D057/25. 

 
 Matters for Decision 

D051/25 SHHP Bellaghy Bawn Writers Residency Project 
D052/25 Expression of Interest for Leasing of Sports Pitches 
D053/25 Brackaville Playpark  
D054/25 Tender for Fairgreen Playpark 
D055/25 Taste Mid Ulster Food Heritage Event 2025 
D056/25 Economic Development Report - CBFD 

 
  Matters for Information  

D057/25 Confidential Minutes of Development Committee held on 13 
February 2025 
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D058/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7pm and ended at 8.54 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair  ________________________ 
 

   
 
 
 

 
Date _________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

11 – Development Committee (13.03.25) 

Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 
Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 
issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 
raised until observed by an Officer or myself  

 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 
turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to 

 

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 
using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 
roll call of all other Members in attendance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


