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MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNGANNON AND SOUTH TYRONE BOROUGH 
COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2007  IN THE COUNCIL 
OFFICES, CIRCULAR ROAD, DUNGANNON 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: In the Chair, Councillor Monteith, Mayor 

 
 Councillors Badger, Brush, F Burton, R Burton, 

Cavanagh, Cuddy, Currie, Daly, Donnelly, 
Gildernew, Gillespie, Greenaway, Hamilton, 
McGuigan, McGonnell, McLarnon, McMahon, 
Molloy, Morrow and Mulligan 

  
APOLOGIES: Councillor O’Neill and Mrs Kerr 
  
OFFICERS PRESENT: Messrs Barrett, Burke, Currie, Frazer, Mrs 

Heatherington, Ms Linney, Messrs McClelland, 
McMinn and Mrs Smith 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Darren Lawther, Senior Development Control 

Officer 
 
 
The meeting started at 7.30 pm 
 
 
1 MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 
1.1 Security Incident 
 
The Mayor condemned the actions of the people involved in the 
attack on the police officer at Circular Road the previous week which 
had result in the Council meeting being cancelled.  The attack was  
wholly unjustified and had no credence in the current political climate. 
 
Since incident what also cannot be justified is treatment of one of the 
individual arrested, house attacked at 1.30 am with children 
traumatised.  
 
Members from all parties condemned the despicable attack.  Some 
spoke of the concern that the MP for the area had not spoken out and 
why the Mayor was not out there as leader of the Council publicly 
condemning this act. 
 
The Mayor stated that he made statements to the newspapers, radio 
and media who were there at the scene.  Spoke to all the reporters but 
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have no control over what editors show and report on.  The local party 
had nominated Councillor Molloy MLA as party spokesperson on the 
issue. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Cuddy 
Seconded by Councillor Currie  

 
That the Council corporately condemn the attack on Constable 
Musgrave last Monday night. 
 
Councillor Cuddy requested a recorded vote. 
 
The Mayor stated that as no dissenting voices in the chamber no need 
for a vote and the proposal was unanimously adopted. 
 
1.2 Death of Lithuanian Man  
 
The Mayor condemned the attack which lead to the death of Donatas 
Velicka.  He stated it was wholly unacceptable that any young person 
going out for entertainment should meet such a barbaric end.  Others 
concurred with the remarks.  One member stated that he was 
challenged on remarks that he made but stood by the remarks, he did 
not make them lightly and it was important to rid this town of knife 
culture. The question of having a fully operational CCTV system in the 
town was also raised. 
 
1.3 Expression of Sympathy 
 
Members expressed sympathy with the extended family circle of the 
family of seven who lost their lives in a house fire in Omagh.   
 
1.4 Achievements 
 
Council receptions were requested for the undernoted achievements: 
 
Murley Silver Band, recently won All Ireland Championship title.  
 
Clogher Valley and Greystone Table Tennis Leagues, particularly Ashley 
Robinson from Clogher Valley League who on 7 November 2007 won 
the All Ireland Title. 
 
1.5 Remembrance Sunday 
 
Concern was expressed at the decision of the Mayor not to lay the 
wreath on Remembrance Sunday which was viewed as an insult to 
thousands of people who give their lives in two world wars.  
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The Mayor advised that he had met representatives of Royal British 
Legion, explained his position and discussed a number of events to be 
held later in the year that he will be hosting.  The Mayor also advised 
that he had explained the situation to Members Business Group at the 
last meeting. 
 
 
2 MINUTES – COUNCIL -  8 OCTOBER 2007  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Mulligan 
 Seconded by Councillor McMahon and 
 
Resolved   That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 

Monday 8 October 2007, having been printed and 
circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 
 
3 MINUTES – ADJOURNED COUNCIL -  11 OCTOBER 2007  
 
 Proposed by Councillor McMahon 
 Seconded by Councillor Mulligan and 
 
Resolved   That the minutes of the adjourned meeting of the Council 

held on Monday 11 October 2007, having been printed 
and circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 
 
4 PLANNING 
 
Mr Lawther was admitted to the meeting at 7.40 pm and submitted 
planning schedule and late items list dated 12 November 2007. 
 
4.1 Schedule 
 
Application No. Applicant  Reason for Deferral 
 
M/07/0186/RM Cush  Deferral agreed for 1 month to consider  
    amended plans received. 
M/07/0416/RM Small  Deferral of issuing of decision notice  
    agreed until Fri 23 Nov to submit plans 
M/07/0610/RM Quinn  Deferral agreed for 1 month to consider 

amended plans received. 
M/07/0711/O Harker  Deferral agreed for 1 month to consider 

amended plans received. 
 



Council - 4 – (20.11.07) 

M/07/0730/F Boyd  Deferral of issuing of decision notice  
    agreed until Fri 23 Nov to submit plans 
M/07/0764/F  Heffron  No deferral requested. Decision to issue. 
M/07/0767/LB  Heffron  No deferral requested. Decision to issue. 
M/07/0840/F Hughes Deferral for 1 month agreed to facilitate 

additional information regarding 
environmental health.  

M/07/0870/F McDermott Deferral agreed for 1 month to consider
    amended plans received.  
M/07/0904/F Quinn  Deferral for 1 month to liaise with agent  
    regarding an amended proposal. 
M/07/1020/F Sinnamon Defer for 1 month for reconsideration by  
    Department. 
M/07/1068/O Carey  Deferral for 1 month to liaise with agent 
M/07/1087/RM Mallon  Council advised this application is an  

  approval and the refusal reason listed is 
in error and is withdrawn. 

M/07/1101/F Dorrity  No deferral requested. Decision to issue. 
M/07/1118/F Roan Dev Deferral for office meeting requested 

under Cat 5.  Office meeting not 
agreed.  Deferral for 1 month agreed to 
liaise with agent regarding an amended 
proposal. 

Deferred List 
M/06/1640/F Caomham Ltd Deferred for 1 month, Roads issues 

resolved. 
M/06/1827/F Brown Planning Officer advised that new plans 

had been received following the refusal 
being presented to Council.  These 
involved additional landscaping along 
the site boundary.  The Dept was 
deferring the issuing of the decision 
notice to allow these plans to be 
considered.  If they were acceptable 
then the application would be returned 
to Council as an approval, if the issues 
of contention remain then the refusal 
notice would be issued. 

 In respect of the reason for refusal No 2 
the report had been received and 
Planning Service was withdrawing this 
reason. 
Disappointment expressed at the late 
submission of the plans and noted that 
the trees etc proposed would overbear 
the houses and would not overcome 
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the reason for refusal. The new trees 
would replace trees which the 
applicant had actually removed 
himself. 
Council was advised that if the issues of 
concern remain the refusal decision will 
be duly issued. 

M/06/1912/O Hughes Deferral of the issuing of the decision  
  notice until Fri 23 Nov 
M/07/0212/O Glenfort Deferral of the issuing of the decision 

notice until Fri 23 Nov 
M/07/0295/F Duffy  Withdrawn 
 Contracts 
M/07/0785/F O’Neill Deferral of the issuing of the decision  
  notice until Fri 23 Nov 
 

Late Items - All approvals 
 
M/07/0496/F    Mulgrew  M/07/1044/F  Starrs  
M/07/0676/F McNeill  M/07/1053/F McCaughey 
M/07/0779/RM Loughran  M/07/1082/F Shannon 
M/07/0861/O PKJ Dev  M/07/1174/RM O’Neill 
M/07/0908/RM Murray  M/07/1174/RM O’Neill 
M/07/0956/F Herron  M/07/1271/F Douris 
M/07/0977/F Gervin  M/07/1277/RM Robinson 
M/07/0978/RM Barnett 
 

Deferred Late Items - All approvals 
 
M/07/0211/F McKenna  M/07/0331/F Q-MAC 
M/07/0472/F AH Dev  M/07/0795/F O’Neill 
M/07/0888/F Roberts 
 
Mr Lawther left the meeting at 8.00 pm. 
 
Councillor R Burton returned to the meeting at 8.00 pm 
 
 
5 MATTERS ARISING 
 
5.1 Council – 8 October 2007 
 
5.1.1 Best Wishes (item 1.3) 
 
Councillor Hamilton thanked the Mayor and members for their good 
wishes during his hospital stay. 
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5.1.2 Partnership Strategy (item 8.2) 
  
In response to query the Corporate Strategy and Policy Officer advised 
that the strategy was in development stage, to be completed by 
December following which it will be presented to Committee.  
 
5.1.3 Right of Way – Gortgonis (item 6.2) 
 
Member stated that there were lessons to be learnt by the Council on 
this particular matter.  Important that with any issue all the facts should 
be on the table, pros and cons should be discussed to ensure that the 
democratic way is proceeded with totally and transparently. 
 
5.1.4 Time Team Programme – Dig at Castle Hill (item 5.7) 
 
The work of staff from Development and Technical Services 
Departments with representative of the Time Team Programme were 
commended the event being a massive success.  Time Team had 
expressed an interest in returning in a couple of years to carry out a 
further dig.  
 
In response to query regarding the opened site the Acting Chief 
Executive advised that on an essential recommendation of EHS had to 
back fill the properties.  The work was completed today to 
specification of EHS.  A photographic record has been kept which will 
form future exhibition in Ranfurly House. 
 
5.2 Adjourned Council – 11 October 2007 
 
5.2.1 Bonus (item 1) 
  
In response to request for update and cost to the Council the Acting 
Chief Executive confirmed that the matter was progressing, members 
of staff who were represented by the Union have all agreed settlement 
as has one member represented by solicitor and awaiting written 
confirmation in relation to these settlements.  Final figures are not 
available as yet.  
 
 
6 MINUTES – DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 22 OCTOBER 2007  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Mulligan 
 Seconded by Councillor McMahon and  
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Resolved  That the minutes of the meeting of the Development 
Committee held on Monday 22 October 2007, having 
been printed and circulated, be taken as read and 
adopted. 

 
6.1 LED Plan 2001 – 2007 (item 2.1) 
 
The Acting Chief Executive requested permission to pay the 
undernoted:  
 
Dungannon West Renewal (Workspace Programme)  £30,168.16  
Omagh District Council (contribution to WEST –admin  
    costs incurred)   £4724.61 
 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Cavanagh 
 Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and 
 
Resolved That permission as requested be agreed. 
 
Councillor Monteith declared an interest in Dungannon West Renewal. 
 
6.2 Dungannon & South Tyrone District Policing Partnership 
 
6.2.1 Nomination of Sinn Féin Members 
 
Councillors Donnelly, Gildernew, McMahon and Molloy nominated to 
serve. 
 
6.2.2 Political Appointment Date 
 
Political appointment date was agreed as 21 November 2007. 
 
6.2.3 Nominations to Selection Panel – Independent Members 
 
It was advised that Council has been approached by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers requesting the Council to nominate up to 
four members to serve on selection panel for the appointment of 
independent members. 
 
Resolved That one member from each party be nominated to 

selection panel and that party leaders forward names to 
Acting Chief Executive by Friday 23 November 2007. 
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6.3 Events Sub Committee 
 
The Mayor requested nomination of two members from each party to 
serve with Mayor and Deputy Mayor on the above sub committee. 
 
Resolved That Councillors Badger, Brush, F Burton, Cavanagh, 

Cuddy, McGonnell, McLarnon and Molloy be appointed.   
 
 
7 MINUTES – PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE –  23 OCTOBER 2007 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Badger 
 Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and  
 
Resolved That the minutes of the meeting of the Public Services 

Committee held on Tuesday 23 October 2007, having 
been printed and circulated, be taken as read and 
adopted. 

 
7.1 ICBAN 
 
Concern expressed that ICBAN had not yet submitted plan. 
 
The Acting Chief Executive advised that Council had put forward a 
number of proposals and they are being processed at the moment.  
Agreed to research and bring full report to Development Committee. 
 
7.2 Temporary Street Trading Licences 
 
The Director of Environmental Health advised that the Street Trading 
Act allows Councils to grant licences on a temporary basis, on criteria 
that the Council itself will set.  This Council’s policy is that such licence 
may be granted to add colour and atmosphere, and generally lend to 
the festivities of an event.  However, the policy confirms that only the 
Council can authorise the grant of such licences. 
 
A number of events are planned for the month of November within the 
Borough Council area and applications have been received from 
traders wishing to operate at these events. 
 
The applicants have provided all necessary information, including 
evidence of appropriate public liability insurance, required when 
making an application for a temporary licence.  The appropriate 
agencies (PSNI and Roads service) have where necessary been 
consulted and there are no objections from them to the issue of said 
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licences at each event, provided the traders comply with all relevant 
road closures and recommendations made to them. 
 
In light of this information it is therefore recommended that temporary 
licences are granted in the following circumstances: 
 
7.2.1 Rally Ireland – 18/11/07 File Refs; ST/TEMP/49, 50, 51, 52/07 
  
Applications have been received to trade at four locations on the 
route of the forthcoming stages of Rally Ireland in the Fardross and 
Murley areas.  The applications are all from the same applicant, wishing 
to sell hot food.  The PSNI have been in close consultation with the rally 
organisers and have agreed that trading may take place at the 
requested areas, provided they comply with basic road safety 
recommendations. Licences will be valid for the day of the rally stage 
only and for one hour before road closure.  Trading is to cease on 
reopening of roads. 
 
Agreed 
 
7.2.2 Coalisland Christmas Tree Lights Switch on event – 30/11/07: 

File Ref: ST/TEMP/47/07 
 
Application received in respect of to sell novelty torches/ lights and 
helium balloons.  Trading will not be permitted within the Heritage 
Centre Car Park as this would be contrary to the relevant Off Road 
Parking Order, however, trading will be otherwise permitted in a 
suitable area in the town centre between the hours of 6pm and 
7.30pm. 
 
Agreed 
 
7.2.3 Dungannon Christmas Tree Lights Switch on event – 01/12/07 

File Ref: ST/TEMP/48/07 
 
Application received in respect of to sell novelty torches/ lights and 
helium balloons.  Trading will be restricted to a suitable site within 
Market Square, in accordance with any road closures and will be 
permitted for one day only between the hours of 11am and 5pm. 
 
Agreed 
 
 
8 MINUTES – CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE –  24 OCTOBER 2007 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McMahon 
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 Seconded by Councillor Gildernew and 
 
Resolved That the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Services 

Committee held on Wednesday 24 October 2007, having 
been printed and circulated, be taken as read and 
adopted. 

 
8.1  Job Ads (item 2.4) 
 
Concern was expressed at the cost to advertise the post of Irish 
Language Officer, £5,395 when this was compared with post on similar 
salary scale which cost £440 to advertise.  While there was no issue with 
the promotion of the Irish language and Ulster Scots culture it was felt 
that this should not be a drain on the ratepayer.    
 
Head of Human Resources stated that this was due to the specialist 
nature of the post, size of ad as criteria was much more detailed and it 
was a bi-lingual ad.  Normally advertise in Tyrone Courier, Democrat 
and Tyrone Times.  Posts above SO1 advertised in Belfast Telegraph, 
Newsletter and Irish News.   In this case ad was also placed in Lá, Irish 
language publication. 
 
In response to query Head of Human Resources advised that following 
process a job offer had been made. 
 
8.2 Unpaid Leave  
 
Head of Human Resources stated that permission was requested for 
Sarah Peilow to continue on the current agreement to attend one day 
a week at Greenmount College, for the remainder of the current 
academic year.  This is classified at unpaid leave as the college 
remunerates Ms Peilow. 
    
Agreed. 
 
8.3 Temporary Reduction in Hours of Work 
 
Head of Human Resources stated that request had been received 
form Mrs Anne Barrett for reduced working week from 37 to 32.5 hours 
commencing Monday 26 November 2007 to Friday 25 June 2010 
inclusive, for family reasons.  This has been approved by the Line 
Manager and was recommended for approval. 
 
Agreed.  
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8.4 Industrial Action (item 4.1) 
 
The Head of Human Resources advised that ballot complete.  No strike 
action planned.  Pay settlement agreed at 2.475 per cent.   
 
 
9 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Currie  
 Seconded by Councillor McMahon and  
 
Resolved That the accounts as presented, list dated 12 November 

2007 and euro listing dated 12 November 2007 be 
approved. 

 
9.1 A V Browne Advertising Ltd - £22,180.22 
 
In response to query detail of this payment to be brought to next 
meeting of Corporate Services Committee. 
 
The Acting Chief Executive stated that Director of Finance is bringing 
report on tendering/paper advertisements to next meeting of 
Corporate Services Committee.  
 
The Head of Human stated that carrying out a three yearly section 75 
review and this will include a review of the papers that we advertise 
jobs in. 
 
 
10 CONFERENCES 
 
10.1  A Journey of Remembering – Pathfinding Conference  
Venue    Regency Hotel, Dublin  
Date     1 December 2007   
Fee     Not Known  
Subsistence   1 night 
Travel    mileage  
Total approximately £200 
 
Councillors Badger, Cavanagh, Daly and Greenaway nominated to 
attend. 
 
10.2 Confederation of European Councillors, Winter Seminar 2007  

Tackling Poverty and Social Need in Ireland, North and South 
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Venue   Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen 
Date    Friday 7 December 2007 – half day  
Fee    £120 
Travel    mileage 
Total approximately £160  
 
Councillor Monteith nominated to attend. 
 
11 MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 
11.1 RPA 
 
Consultation document, NILGA’s notes of stakeholder event and NILGA 
draft response along with Council’s draft response had been circulated 
to members.  The Acting Chief Executive referred to NILGA’s paper 
which reinforces the position Council has taken in its draft response.  
The Corporate Strategy & Policy Officer stated that draft response 
takes a strong position regarding transfer of functions and makes a 
number of arguments why Councils are best placed to deliver these.    
 
 Proposed by Councillor McGonnell 
 Seconded by Councillor Gillespie and 
 
Resolved That the draft response be adopted and submitted to the 

Department. 
 
CSP Officer advised that NILGA is lobbying ministers etc and the 
Council would continue to do the same. 
 
11.2 Amendment to Proposed Windfarm at Hunter’s Hill (in the 

townlands of Tattymoyle Lower, Edergole, Killygordon and 
Tattanafinnell), Co Tyrone 

 
Submitted letter dated 21 August 2007 from Planning Service 
Headquarters enclosing all documentation in relation to planning 
application number K/2005/0387/F and inviting comments from the 
Council. 
 
No comments were made. 
 
11.3 Events Sub Committee 
 
The Mayor advised that at the Editorial Sub Committee it was 
suggested that a meeting of the above sub committee take place on 
a date prior to the December Council meeting in order to give 
direction in relation to programme of events for the early part of 2008. 
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Agreed that this would be an evening meeting. 
 
11.4 December – Council/Sub Committee/Committee Meetings 
 
Due to public holidays list of meeting dates for December 2007 was 
circulated. 
 
Councillors Brush, Greenaway, Hamilton and Mulligan left at 8.40 pm.  
 
11.5 Coalisland Heritage Trust 
 
Reference was made to letter received from Coalisland Heritage Trust 
with regard to maintenance agreement with the Trust.  The Trust 
requested permission to address the Council rather than the Public 
Services Committee. 
 
Members spoke of the lack of meetings of Coalisland Heritage Trust 
over the past two years and the legality and implications of this for the 
Council considering the shortcomings raised in the internal audit report 
on partnership arrangements.  Others stated that the Cornmill was a 
character building in Coalisland and this would be an opportunity to 
put all the concerns to the group.  
 
The Acting Chief Executive stated that as issues had come to light he 
would like to take legal advice on the matter. 
 
Following discussion 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Currie 
 Seconded by Councillor Cavanagh  
 
Subject to legal advice Coalisland Heritage Trust be invited to put case 
to full Council meeting.   
 
 Proposed by Councillor McGuigan 
 Seconded by Councillor Gillespie 
 
That Mr McGirr, Secretary of Coalisland Heritage Trust be invited to 
Public Services Committee to go through all issues identified. 
 
Councillor Molloy requested a recorded vote. 
 
Councillor Currie’s proposal was put to the meeting nine members 
voted in favour and eight against. 
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Those in favour: Councillors Badger, F Burton, R Burton, Cavanagh, 
Cuddy, Currie, Daly, McGonnell and Morrow (9) 

 
Those against: Councillors Donnelly, Gildernew, Gillespie, 

McGuigan, McLarnon, McMahon, Molloy and 
Monteith (8) 

 
The Mayor declared the proposal carried. 
 
 
12 OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS 
 
The undernoted correspondence having previously been circulated 
was noted by the Council: 
 
12.1 Department of Regional Development 
 

Letter dated 9 October 2007 from Roads Service re Proposed 
Abanbonment at A29 Cookstown Road, Dungannon. 
 
Letter dated 25 October 2007 from Roads Service re Traffic Calming – 
Donaghmore. 
 
Letter dated 29 October 2007 from Roads Service re adoption of streets 
at Castleview Heights, Mullaghmore Road, Dungannon Stage 2 under 
the Private Streets (NI) Order 1980.  
 
Email received 31 October 2007 from Roads Service re Proposed 
Disabled Parking Bay at Dunlea Vale, Dungannon. 
 
Letter dated 7 November 2007 from Roads Service re temporary road 
closure at U506 Killeeshill Road, Dungannon. 
 
12.2 Department of the Environment 
 
Letter dated 25 October 2007 from Chief Executive Planning Service 
advising how going to process applications taking account of draft PPS 
14 following the final decision on the judicial challenge. 
 
12.3 NILGA 
 
NILGA Special Briefing – RPA emerging Findings Paper, 26 October 
2007. 
 
Email received 30 October 2007 from NILGA re NILGA Monthly update. 
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12.4 Electoral Office for Northern Ireland 
 
Email dated 19 November 2007 from Area Electoral Officer advising 
that following request at meeting with Council the Electoral Office for 
Northern Ireland has added a new electoral registration form in TETUM 
to its website.   
     
 
13 DURATION OF MEETING 
 
The meeting was called for 7.30 pm and ended at 9.10 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Mayor   __________________________ 
 
 
    Chief Executive ___________________________ 
    (Acting) 
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