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Our Ref: Council/March 2025/19.1
Date: 24 March 2025

Email: fiona.dillon@fermanaghomagh.com

Mr Adrian McCreesh

Chief Executive

Mid Ulster District Council
Dungannon Office, Circular Road
Dungannon, BT71 6DT

Dear Mr McCreesh,
Re: Motion - 'Access to Cash'

At the Council meeting held on 4 March 2025, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council
unanimously adopted the following Motion;

That this Council formally completes an ‘Access to Cash'review request on
behalf of the people of Lisnaskea and the wider East Fermanagh community.

That following the publishing of the FCA's consultation on 'Access to
Cash’, this council acknowledges the case for a Banking Hub is now
stronger than ever before.

That the Council writes to LINK, the body responsible for Banking Hubs,
with a supporting letter to the review, emphasising the damage to the wider
East Fermanagh area that the closure of the final bank in the area has
caused.

That this Council writes to Mid Ulster District Council, highlighting our
motion and suggesting they request a similar review for Fivemiletown, to
support the community in Clogher Valley, including those living within our
Council boundary.

Our Council would therefore respectfully suggest that Mid Ulster District Council may wish
to request a similar review for Fivemiletown, as such an initiative could support the
community in Clogher Valley, including those living within our Council boundary.

The Council looks forward to receiving your response.

Yours sincerely

/‘FY/ AL “'( k C/ &O\(L\
Alison McCullagh
Chief Executive

info@fermanaghomagh.com Townhall, 2 Townhall Street,  The Grange, Mountjoy Road,
facebook.com/fermanaghomagh Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, ~ Omagh, Co. Tyrone, Text Ph. 028 8225 6216
@fermanaghomagh BT74 7BA BT79 7BL

0300303 1777  www.fermanaghomagh.com
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Appendix B

FROM THE MINISTER OF HEALTH
Department of

Health

An Roinn Stainte
Mannystrie O Poustie
www.health-ni.gov.uk

Castle Buildings

Eugene McConnell gtEOE?thTE;t?ZSQ

Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org Tel: 028 9052 2556
Email: private.office@health-ni.gov.uk

Our Ref: COR-0393-2025
Date: QT March 2025

Dear G \,\3 e

Thank you for your correspondence of the 4 March 2025 outlining the Mid Ulster Council's

recent motion in relation to reducing the stigma associated with mental ill-health.

The ten year Mental Health Strategy, published in June 2021 by my predecessor, sets out
35 actions as a roadmap for the future delivery of mental health services, across three
themes:

« promoting mental wellbeing, resilience and good mental health across society;

¢ providing the right support at the right time; and

¢ new ways of working.

The first theme — promoting mental wellbeing, resilience and good mental health across
society is key to ensuring that we reduce the stigma around mental health.

Actions 1 and 2 in the Mental Health Strategy focus on mental health promotion, early
intervention and prevention. The Public Health Agency led a collaborative process to
develop the Early Intervention and Prevention (EI&P) Action Plan to take forward this work.
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/mental-health-strategy-early-intervention-

and-prevention-action-plan-2022-2025
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The plan details actions relating to cross sectoral and cross departmental working,
communications and public awareness raising, improving access to information, resources

and support and creating supportive environments through a settings approach.

Progress has included establishment of a cross sectoral and cross Departmental Steering

Group and sub-groups to support a collaborative approach to the plan's implementation.

With regards to communications, public awareness and addressing stigma; an exploration
of public attitudes to mental health and associated stigma was undertaken through the
Mental Health survey in 2023/24 to inform future work to address stigma and public
awareness raising activities. A representative sample of over 1000 adults were surveyed by

phone and asked a range of questions in relation to mental health stigma.

The findings detailed in this report, are complex but illustrates that stigma has a detrimental
impact on attitudes, coping styles, help seeking and engaging in behaviours that protect our
mental health. The report can be found at this link. Report 2 Stigma MH Survey 2023.24 v2

Those in lower socic-economic groups and those who had experience of having mental
health problems reported feeling more stigma in relation to seeking help for mental health
issues. Anti-stigma messaging would therefore be an important component of any

interventions aimed at these groups.

A muiti sectoral subgroup is in place to develop work in relation to Communications and
public awareness and are focussing on three key areas; research, best practice and

targeting; brand and digital and campaigns.

A Digital Discovery exercise was carried out in April and May 2024 to explore the role of
digital tools to support mental health promotion, early intervention and prevention in NI. More
than 110 stakeholders were engaged in the process through one-to-one interviews, focus

groups and workshops.

Reports from the digital discovery exercise have been shared with contributors and
stakeholders. They present an analysis of the current digital landscape for mental health
promotion and early intervention and outline a roadmap for the phased development of a
Collaborative Mental Wellbeing Platform. This will require a strong partnership approach
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and significant funding to progress, and discussions are underway with the DoH Digital
Mental Health Forum to identify potential avenues to take this forward.

In addition to this there are a number of campaigns which have been progressed which

promote good Mental Health to the general public. They include:

+ A Workplace mental health campaign - The Public Health Agency (PHA) and Health
and Social Care (HSC) Trusts launched a mental health and emotional wellbeing
campaign which ran in September and October 2024 urging people to prioritise
workplace mental health and to take 10 minutes each day for self-care using the
‘Take 5 steps to wellbeing’. The campaign was widely supported across government
departments, public bodies and across the business community.

htips://www.mindingyourhead.info/campaigns/workplace-mental-health-2024

o The Mental Health Champion’s office launched the “Take a Moment. Start a
Conversation” campaign in October 24 focussing on how simple conversations can
interrupt cycles of distressing thoughts and encouraging people to talk to anyone who
they might be worried about. https://www.mentalhealthchampion-ni.org.uk/take-a-

moment

* Minding Your Head Re-launch - The PHA Health Improvement team undertook a
refresh of the Minding Your Head website which has now been relaunched. This site
is a valuable informational resource created to provide up-to-date information and
self-help advice for mental health and wellbeing. The website provides; clear, up-to-
date information on mental health and wellbeing, including anxiety, low mood and
depression, stress and more, clear information on how you can support someone
with their mental health, including information on supporting children and young
people; a service directory for people to find help with their mental health and
wellbeing in their local area, information on training available.

https://mww.mindingyourhead.info

o Living Well — ‘Look after your mental health’ campaign. Living Well is a community-
based pharmacy serviced offered in over 500 pharmacies across Northern Ireland. It
is delivered in partnership with the PHA, Community Pharmacy NI and the
Department of Health. The ‘l.ook after your mental health’ campaign has run during
February and March 2025 and highlights the importance of looking after your mental

Working for a Healthier People



health and recognising the signs of poor mental health. It highlights common mental
health problems, simple things you can do to improve your mental health and how to
get help if you need it.

e The ‘Talking really helps’ campaign has also run during February and March 2025.
PHA received exceptional approval from Department of Health for the use of mass
media advertising to promote the Lifeline Service. The campaign encourages
openness and talking about feelings of anxiety, distress or crisis, and encouraged
help-seeking for those who may be struggling. The distressed person is encouraged
to talk to friends, family, someone they trust, or by calling Lifeline. The campaign has
targeted the Northern Ireland general population, as well as secondary target
audiences (e.g. males aged 16-50 years and those living in areas of deprivation).

e Mental health and suicide prevention training: The Public Health Agency
commissions a range of mental health and suicide prevention training across
Northern Ireland to increase mental health and suicide prevention awareness,
knowledge and skills. As well as enhancing knowledge and skills, training for staff
can help to address structural stigma that can exist within organisations and
workplaces. The Training Framework outlines the learning outcomes for mentat and
emotional wellbeing and suicide prevention training. In 2023/24 11,153 participants

across Northern Ireland completed mental health training courses.

e PHA continues to promote Take 5 Steps to Wellbeing as a key prevention message,
including through a Living Well campaign across 500 pharmacies in 2023/24, and
through other projects including PHA short-term funding for mental health and
emotional wellbeing projects. These enable community organisations across
Northern Ireland to deliver projects that promote the Take 5 Steps to Wellbeing which
encourage everyone to look after their mental health and wellbeing. Across Northern

Ireland 489 projects received funding this year.

It is recognised by the Lancet Commission on ending stigma in mental health that the media
has a role to play in addressing stigma. The current pause in the use of paid for advertising
for communicating Public Information Campaigns, as a result of the very challenging
financial context, has meant that PHA has not been in a position over the past two years to

continue its programme of promoting public mental health and addressing stigma at a
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population level. It remains unclear, in the context of the continuing pressures on the

Assembly’s budget, as to how long the pause will need to remain in place.

PHA also funds a range of other prevention and early intervention programmes in order to
improve knowledge and understanding of mental health and wellbeing and to improve help-
seeking. This includes, but is not limited to the Early Intervention and Support Service, Take
5 in schools, mentoring programmes, capacity building programmes, suicide prevention
development officers, and alcohol and drug programmes. A number of PHA funded services
also seek to intervene early to prevent further deterioration of mental health or mental iliness:

this includes Self-Harm Intervention Programme and Postvention services.

One way in which stigma can be addressed is by supporting people to recover from mental
health problems and return to living their lives in as full a way as possible and also supporting
families and carers. This helps to address some of the forms of stigma referred to earlier.
There are five Recovery Colleges currently operating within Northern Ireland, one within

each of the HSC Trusts and each offering a range of courses and workshops.

People do not have to be referred by a GP or therapist to Recovery College courses; they
are open to anyone who has an interest in a particular topic related to their mental health

and wellbeing. Details about Recovery Colleges can be found on Trust websites.

These Colieges offer education rather than therapy as a route to Recovery from mental ill-
health challenges therefore helping to reduce stigma associated with mental ill-health.

| trust you find this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

"

? }](;' P

Mike Nesbitt MLA
Minister of Health
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From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure Bonneagalr
LlZ KIMMINS MLA Depairtment fur
Infrastructure

www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Private Office, 3rd Floor,
James House, Gasworks Site,
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,

Councillor Eugene McConnell Belfast, BT7 2JA
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org

Your reference: C034.25
Our reference: COR-0227-2025
31 March 2025

Eugene, a chara,
DFI BUDGET FOR ROAD MAINTENANCE

Thank you for your e-mail dated 4 March 2025 regarding the availability of
funding and trained staff to address issues such as the erection of signs and tree
clearance.

My Department has been operating in a difficult financial environment for a
number of years due to underfunding and austerity by the British Government.
Until such times as sufficient funding is made available, it will not be possible to
change the current level of service.

For each task to be carried out, such as erection of signs or tree clearance, the
most appropriate solution will be sought, whether this is internal or external.
Considerations include staff availability, appropriate contracts, contractor
capacity and funding. In all cases, my officials require the appropriate training
before the work is carried out.

| will continue to seek additional funding to improve the resilience of my
Department, including the ability to react to extreme weather events.

Is mise le meas,

LIZ KIMMINS MLA
Minister for Infrastructure
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Depairtment fur

Commonities

www.communities-ni.gov.uk

Sports Branch

Active Communities Division
Engaged Communities Group
Level 7

Causeway Exchange

1 -7 Bedford Street

BELFAST

From: Jim Caldwell BT2 7EG

Phone: 028 9051 5334
E: sports@communities-ni.gov.uk

Our ref: TOF-0234-2025
Your Ref: C055/25
Date: 9 April 2025

Councillor Wesley Brown
Deputy Chair
Mid-Ulster District Council

By E Mail: Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org

Dear Councillor Brown

Update on Your School Your Club

Thank you for letter dated 2 April 2025 seeking further clarification regarding the

Your School Your Club initiative.

To date, Your School Your Club has been funded on an annual “in year” basis,
requiring all supported projects to be completed by 31 March each year. Due to this
funding structure, combined with the delays in finalising the Executive’s budget for
2024/25, Sport NI reached out to schools in August 2024 to invite expressions of

interest in the initiative.

The expression of interest invitation was open for three weeks, after which eligible

schools were invited to submit formal applications. As outlined in my previous


mailto:Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org

correspondence, we are currently unable to confirm a timeline for announcing a call
for the initiative in 2025-26.

| appreciate your continued interest in Your School Your Club. Should you have any

further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours sincerely

Jium Caldwell

Jim Caldwell
Head of Sports Branch
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From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure PSS

Liz Kimmins MLA Infrastructure

www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Private Office, 3rd Floor,
James House, Gasworks Site,

Clir Wesley Brown é -I? Ctrol3rr}e;c2AJ\/&enue,
H H 1 H eltast,
Mid Ulster District Council Telephone:  (028) 9054 0540
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-

By email: Eileen.forde@midulstercouncil.org

ni.gov.uk

Your reference: C058/25
Our reference: COR-0292-2025
14 April 2025

Wesley, a chara,
ROAD TRAFFIC LAW - SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

Thank you for your email outlining the considerations of Mid Ulster Council. Too many
lives are being lost on our roads and our thoughts are with Caitlin-Rose’s family and
friends.

| am committed to considering any initiatives that can improve road safety, which is a
priority for me as Minister.

With regards to school buses, | have asked my officials to look urgently at all the
options that may be available to improve safety for school children. | also want to
explore wider road safety measures, such as speed limit reductions, including 20mph
zones in residential areas and outside schools. | have also asked my officials to
reinforce the messaging to help keep all road users safe, especially the vulnerable.

As mentioned in your email, if you wish to meet with my officials please contact
Beverley Cowan via drivingvehicleandroadsafetypolicy@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk.

Is mise le meas,

LS@Z————%’

LIZ KIMMINS MLA
Minister for Infrastructure
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To (by email): All Local Government District Chief Executives

ELECTORAL OFFICE - LAUNCH OF ONLINE SYSTEM TO APPLY FOR AN
ELECTORAL IDENTITY CARD

Last month | wrote to you regarding the new online service to apply for an Electoral Identity

Card www.eoni.org.uk/ID-card. With an initial public run of over 250 online applications,

the Electoral Office is confident that the system provides a robust service. The Electoral

Office will now promote the new online service with the public.

To support the public the Electoral Office have developed an instructional video that

explains the online system.

As part of this the Electoral Office will, after 9 May 2025, no longer accept walk-in visitors
who wish to register to vote/apply for an Electoral Identity Card. Instead, visitors will be

directed to the online electoral registration and identity card application systems. For those

that cannot apply online paper application forms will continue to be provided.

All elected representatives have received a letter noting this. | would be grateful if you

would also bring this to the attention of all Councillors.

Lastly, members of the public may nominate their MP, MLA or Councillor to verify their
Electoral Identity Card application. If they do so the elected representative will get an email
to their official email address. The online ID-card service lists all elected representatives
with their elected area and political party. Therefore, can you ensure that any changes
to Councillors’ party affiliation /| official email are sent to

claire.mcgrattan@eoni.org.uk.

If you have queries, please contact us at info@eoni.org.uk. | am grateful for your support.

.{bumd 'I\'ﬁl-_nsl\uﬂ

p

Dr David Marshall
Chief Electoral Officer Northern Ireland

Register to vote online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
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