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Minutes of Meeting of the Development Committee of Mid Ulster District Council 
held on Thursday 14 November 2024 in the Council Offices, Burn Road, 
Cookstown, Magherafelt and by Virtual means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor Gildernew, Chair 
 

Councillors W Buchanan, F Burton, Clarke*, Corry*, 
McLernon*, McNamee, McQuade*, Milne*, Monteith*, 
Quinn*, Wilson (7.02 pm) 

 
Officers in   Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place 
Attendance   (SD: C&P) 

Mr Gordon, Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and  
    Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) 
    Ms Linney, Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV)** 

Mr McCreedy, Strategic Programmes Service Manager 
(SPSM) 
Ms McKeown, Tourism Service Manager (TSM) 
Mr Kennedy, ICT 
Mrs Grogan, Committee and Member Services Officer  

 
Others in Deputation: Arts Council NI 
Attendance   Ms Gilly Campbell, Director of Arts Development*** 

Ms Maria Lynch, Director of Operations*** 
 
 Councillor McConnell (7.40 pm)*** 
   
 
*   Denotes Members present in remote attendance 
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
          
 
The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm. 
 
In the absence of the Chair and Deputy Chair, Councillor Gildernew took the Chair for 
the meeting. 
 
 
The Chair, Councillor Gildernew welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor Gildernew in introducing 
the meeting detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of the 
committee by referring to Annex A to this minute. 
 
 D184/24 Notice of Recording  
 
This meeting will be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast on the Council’s You 
Tube site. 
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Councillor Wilson entered the meeting at 7.02 pm. 
 
D185/24 Apologies 
 
Councillors Black, Bell, Forde, Molloy. 
 
D186/24 Declaration of Interests  
 
The Chair, Councillor Gildernew reminded Members of their responsibility with regard 
to declaration of interest. 
 
Due to change in tonight’s order of agenda schedule, Deputation – Arts Council NI 
would be taken first, followed by Chair’s Business. 
 
D187/24 Deputation – Arts Council NI 
 
The Chair advised that Ms Gilly Campbell and Ms Maria Lynch from Arts Council NI 
was in attendance to provide an update to members and invited them to address the 
committee.  
 
Ms Lynch advised that they were the main funding and development agency for the 
Arts in Northern Ireland, but report to their sponsor departments DfC and DCMS.  
Essentially her department distribute funds both exchequer and lottery for arts 
organisations and programming across Northern Ireland.  She was aware of financial 
restraints and difficulties experienced by arts organisations at present and provided a 
broad picture of what the Arts Council’s situation was at present in terms of funding.  
 
Ms Lynch advised that in 2003/4 their baseline exchequer resources was £9.8m and 
this year, 20 years later, it was £9.7m which was a decrease in resource funding in 
exchequer, which was a huge decrease in funding of 44%.  She said that this had a 
huge effect on what their organisation was able to fund to many people and also the 
level of grants.  An incremental decrease is difficult enough for organisations to 
manage and particularly in the last few years where there was a significant rise cost 
associated with doing business and utilities and a really difficult time for the Arts 
sector. 
 
Ms McKeown (TSM) entered the meeting at 7.03 pm.    
 
Mr Gordon (AD: HL&W) entered the meeting at 7.05 pm. 
 
Ms Lynch referred to lottery funding which was distributed from DCMS and also 
showed no sustained increase over the previous years and has decreased in five over 
the last 10 years.  On occasions funding had been approx. £11m but was usually 
around £9m to £9.5m, which was the baseline for resources in revenue funding, with 
this year being approx. £9.9m for lottery. 
 
Ms Lynch updated members on funding for Northern Ireland compared to other 
regions of the UK.  She advised that our nearest comparer in terms of size and 
population was Wales and their capital funding from government was £10.51 and 
Northern Ireland’s was £5.07 per capita which was a huge discrepancy which 
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obviously had an impact.  There does be additional funding in terms of support for 
specific programmes from the Baring Foundation, the PHA Agency and partner 
organisations like the British Council and Future Screens NI.  The Arts Council NI run 
both revenues which resource and capital programmes both for organisations and 
individuals.  In 2024/25 term, 17 programmes have been run, with the largest being 
the Annual Funding Programme (AFP) which funds the Arts infrastructure of Northern 
Ireland which is worth this year £13.2m, with £8.1m from exchequer and £5.1m from 
lottery.  There was a time that AFP was funded solely from the exchequer, but Arts 
Council NI had to use a lottery subvention since 2012/13 otherwise the programme 
could not have been afforded.  There have been 88 organisations this year which 
require a year-round resource to deliver arts programming.  Arts Council NI cover both 
core and programming costs including salaries, overheads, maintenance and also 
fund the Lyric Theatre, Ulster Orchestra, main festivals, drama and dance companies.  
In Mid Ulster, funding is also made towards Glasgowbury for many years through AFP.  
She said that AFP was a highly competitive scheme that everyone aspires to get onto 
but difficult to do so due to restrictions for resourcing. 
 
Ms Lynch referred to National Lottery Funding Programme with awards from £10k - 
£75k which focuses on children, young people, older people, people with disabilities 
and marginalised groups which requires partnership funding of 10%, with 
organisations having a strong arts focus.  She advised that local authorities could 
apply to the National Lottery Funding Project funding scheme but couldn’t apply to the 
AFP.  Application request was made for £5.5m this year with a budget of £2m which 
was vastly out of kilter.  One of the most successful programmes was REAP (Rural 
Engagement Arts Programme) which was a pattern replicated across the UK with 
artists and organisations being very concentrated within urban areas, where artists 
move towards a more vibrant conurbation and living in cities across Northern Ireland, 
the same as the UK.  She said that their aim was to address the regional imbalance as 
it was really systemic where people lived and where Arts organisations were 
headquartered, and this was why the REAP programme was set up to support rural 
communities and focus on combating loneliness, social isolation and strong emphasis 
on partnership working.  Local authorities can apply for this scheme for awards up to 
£10k and would encourage partnership working with Rural Development Associations 
to include older people, groups and local authorities themselves. The programme is 
massively oversubscribed this year, with a budget of £350k and 92 applications 
requesting over £810k for projects for that scheme and well over double for the budget 
in place.  She referred to Arts and older people which was joint funded with the Public 
Health Agency (PHA) with awards up to £10k, which aims to increase the voice of 
older people in the Arts and their experience to enhance their emotional wellbeing and 
connecting with people. Local authorities can apply for that scheme, but unfortunately 
was oversubscribed, with £160k budget and £300k requests. Ms Lynch referred to 
Digital Focus Programme, Evolution, which was a companion programme for 
individual artists which involved upskilling artists and organisations in digital 
technology for expanding the range of delivery for the people of Northern Ireland. 
Reference was also made for grants for individuals up to £10k and travel awards 
which was a rolling programme which runs the whole year around which depended on 
the level of subsidy, grants for major individuals, ethnic and minority mentoring, 
residency programme, international joint funding with British Council, Artist 
International Fund, WOMEX which gives rise to local musicians to progress to the 
World Music Expo, young musicians platform jointly run with help of BBC.  Reference 
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was made to Capital schemes which was a resource allocated at the beginning of 
each year with two broad strands; musical instruments programme which involves 
individuals, marching bands and musical instruments for professional/non-
professionals performing groups with all three being hugely oversubscribed.  Under 
the Capital programme, a small grant is available to assist community groups and Arts 
organisations to purchase equipment and carry out minor refurbishment work in terms 
of improving their arts delivery which was very popular and oversubscribed  
 
Ms Campbell referred to the REAP programme and said that it came about due to the 
real need to provide and support arts activity and help in rural areas to ensure 
sustainability.  She stated that the Arts Council were committed to ensure that more 
people from all backgrounds can enjoy Arts experiences no matter where they are 
located and also address contemporary societal challenges such as isolation, 
loneliness, mental health issues and education.  She said that those contemporary 
societal challenges do happen sometimes in more rural areas and one of the tools that 
they use to reach those ambitions was the formation of the Rural Engagement Arts 
Programme which was launched in August 2022.  The programme was in strong 
demand from the communities and also informed by the Rural Policies Framework for 
Northern Ireland and funded through the National Lottery.  The programme provides 
an integrated and cohesive approach to the needs of rural communities as they 
emerged from the global pandemic.  The overarch theme is to combat isolation and 
loneliness and promoting social inclusion and since the programme commenced, it 
has invested over £415k, approx. 74% meeting the demand for the funding scheme 
and supporting 62 organisations working in rural communities.  Between 2022-2023 
and this current financial year, Mid Ulster received £48,824k, although it may not 
always be an organisational group.  She said that this has been a hugely successful 
programme, with quite thorough evaluations being carried out, 78% of grantees stating 
that it was free to all participants to ensure a really good access opportunity for all, 
37% grantees stated that free transport was granted to grantees, 60% grantees stated 
that the project included for participants mental health which was a really key area to 
indicate that this was not just Arts projects happening in isolation and focusing on 
mental health and wellbeing of communities within rural areas. 100% of participants 
advised that they had an enjoyable social experience that they wouldn’t usually be 
able to have, 83% of school pupils which took part in the intergenerational element of 
the projects stated that they had an enjoyable social experience in which they 
previously wouldn’t have.  She was happy to say that there were numerous positive 
results from the evaluation which was an extract from one of the funding elements and 
directly going to support communities within rural areas. 
 
The Chair thanked the group for their presentation and said that she wasn’t aware that 
the REAP programme was out there and would be something that she would be 
investigating within her own DEA and what groups could avail or apply for it. 
 
Councillor Quinn thanked the group for attending tonight and admitted that he was one 
of the Councillors who was very harsh on the Arts Council over the last number of 
years. 
 
Councillor Quinn declared an interest as he was very involved with the Bardic Theatre 
and CRAIC Theatre. 
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Councillor Quinn said that he was aware that the REAP programme was very recent 
and doing good things for rural arts but as someone involved in it, there was still a lot 
of frustration when we look at Derry and Belfast and the funding that was being 
allocated to the big theatres and groups.  The member referred the Bardic and the 
amount of young people going through their doors every week, we were talking about 
hundreds getting involved and training up and putting on shows and would love to see 
if there was a Belfast equivalent to that as he felt Mid Ulster leads the way and goes 
unnoticed.  He was aware that funding restraints was a problem and when cuts were 
made, it was always the Arts which was cut first and if it was not for Mid Ulster District 
Council, he would hate to think where the Arts in Mid Ulster would be.  When the Arts 
Council has cut their funding, Mid Ulster has stepped up and fund as much as they 
possibly can through their Strategic Partners etc.   He was aware that theatres were 
really struggling all over the place, particularly rural theatres who have gone out of 
their way to set themselves up and get people through their doors and keep their 
doors open, which was very frustrating. Reference was made to the Bardic Theatre 
and their production of the Irish premier “The Ferryman” which was also staged not so 
long ago by the Lyric Theatre, they will also be premiering “Everybody's Talking About 
Jamie” in January.  The amount of plays new people are writing, performing and 
putting on was incredible.  He referred to the successful actor Fra Fee who was now in 
Hollywood and born in Killyman outside Dungannon. The member said that there was 
a lot of talent in Mid Ulster which was great to see which was encouraging more 
people to get involved but was very frustrating when funding goes towards new 
theatres when more money could be invested in Mid Ulster.  The member said that he 
took on board the positives on things like mental health and what the young and old 
can do as there was great cross community group in Dungannon and felt that arts was 
what drives this place forward. 
 
Ms Campbell said that it was great to have a proactive voice like Councillor Quinn in  
driving the Arts forward as up to now it was hard to translate the benefits of it.  She 
said that it was essentially a good sign when we go to a theatre like the Bardic or 
CRAIC and cannot get a parking space as it shows the really high standards they 
aspire to and recognised the wealth of arts particular those theatres in rural 
communities of Mid Ulster.  These theatres were amateur theatres and training 
grounds for artists like Fra Fee and others like him and understood that it plays a 
significant role for arts provision. 
 
Ms Lynch advised that the Arts Council had funded the CRAIC Theatre for the last 10 
years with £340K over that period and valued them as an applicant, over that period 
one of their applications which had been submitted had been rejected due to some of 
the schemes they apply for.  Arts Council were conscious of its rural provision and for 
that reason CRAIC were always protected in years of really severe cuts due to the Arts 
Council knowing how good they were and how important the provision was. 
  
Councillor Wilson thanked the group for their presentation and said like Councillor 
Quinn had an interest in Arts across the province.  He also believed that everything 
was centred around Belfast and Londonderry and referenced the £340k allocated to 
CRAIC which equated to £34k per year.  The member stated that Mid Ulster might 
have the widest range of theatres and artists across the province and his concern was 
the disproportionate funding for cities compared to rural areas.  He felt that the Arts 
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Council does get bad press as the West of the province does not get the same 
proportion of funding compared to the other two major cities. 
 
Ms Lynch said that it was hard as things cannot be controlled in every region as there 
was a higher concentration of Arts organisations in the major conations.  She advised 
that an annual funding survey was carried out every year with APF clients as they 
were major returners, with quite detailed information collected. Although a lot of the 
organisations which were based and funded in the two major areas, they deliver 
region wide across Northern Ireland and a lot of their outreach was out in different 
areas.  She referred to activity delivered within Mid Ulster, there were 526 other 
projects and activities delivered by organisations from across Northern Ireland with 
many of them across the Belfast and Derry/Londonderry areas in terms of where they 
were headquartered.  Although this can be slightly deceptive and although a lot of 
funding was allocated to those two areas, these organisations within those areas 
operate across Northern Ireland. 
 
The Chair thanked the deputation for their presentation and asked them to withdraw to 
the public gallery. 
 
Representatives of Arts Council NI withdrew to the public gallery at 7.28 pm. 
 
 
D188/24  Chair’s Business 
 
The Chair advised that a few members wished to raise some matters under Chair’s 
Business tonight. 
 
Councillor McLernon raised the issue of life saving equipment at the Coalisland Canal 
towpath and said that she had been in contact with the Council over vandalism and 
damage to equipment and was aware that this was an ongoing cost for the Council.  
The member advised that at the moment the lifesaving equipment was very accessible 
but not protected by any covering and asked if Council could investigate some type of 
cover for the equipment that still kept it accessible but in the case of an emergency, it 
would be a deterrent to those trying to remove and vandalising them.  The member 
said that she appreciated that this may be costly, but in the long term, it may be more 
cost effective compared to continuous replacement of damaged lifesaving equipment.  
 
Councillor McLernon requested that information be brought forward to the committee 
on the costings associated with replacing the damaged equipment compared to the 
cost invested in protective coverings. 
 
Councillor Wilson advised that there was an act of vandalism in Cookstown last 
weekend on the Christmas lights.  The member wished to place on record his thanks 
to all the staff in Council who went out and put the lights back onto the tree again.  
 
Councillor F Burton supported Councillor McLernon’s comments in relation to 
vandalism of lifesaving equipment.  The member stated that within her local area 
lifesaving equipment was constantly discarded into the water and although at this time 
of the year, not many people were tempted to get into the water, there were times 
people have jumped into the Loughs and felt that it would be important that lifesaving 
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equipment was checked regularly to ensure that they are accessible and fit for 
purpose.  
 
Councillor McNamee concurred with Councillor Wilson’s comments regarding 
vandalism to Christmas lights in Cookstown and said that he had raised the issue at 
the Environment Committee also.  The member said that it was disappointing that this 
act of vandalism occurred a few weeks before the big switch on and also wished to 
thank Council staff in dealing with the matter. 
 
Councillor McNamee sought update on bridge at Lough Fea. 
 
The Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) advised that the 
procurement was closed, and evaluation team had meet.  It was his understanding 
that a report was being brought to the Environment Committee in December and 
although there was an anticipation to bring to Council this month, due to the 
timeframes it may not be achievable.  He was confident that the report would be 
presented to December Environment Committee to award the contract to the 
contractor, with a view to equipment being ordered and being onsite in the new year.  
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
D189/24 Development Report 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) presented previously circulated 
report which sought approval for the following –  
 

• Community Grants 

• VE Day 80 

• Holy Trinity College Request 

• Development Department -Update 

 
Councillor McNamee said that he would be happy to propose the recommendations 
and referred to Holy Trinity College request and said that this was an exceptional 
achievement as they were only the school in the North and across these islands and 
Europe to stage this musical.  The member stated that if any other school came 
forward in the future, he would be happy to support their request and hoped that 
members can support this too. 
 
Councillor McQuade advised that he had been contacted by Riverdale Football Club 
who had made the appeal which was based on the grant being assessed using some 
undisclosed criteria for underrepresented sports.  The appeal was upheld and 
therefore only published guidance and criteria should be used to access all the 
applicants.  Riverdale were then told by email that the Chief Executive had reviewed 
and recommended that the group receive £900 but this would be restricted to costs 
associated with the provision of the Lady’s Soccer in a school facility subject to 
approval here tonight.  These restrictions suggest that they underrepresent the sports 
criteria i.e. the girls only being used and applied to the application.  Riverdale were 
saying that the £900 of the £5,000 they requested does not add up and were asking 
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why the grant be rescored using the same unpublished criteria which should not have 
been applied to any application following the appeal being upheld on these very 
grounds.  Riverdale also believe that this is unfair to all the other participants who may 
have been penalised or overcompensated in their score due to the undisclosed 
conditions. 
 
Councillor McQuade said that rather than recommending it, he would like a full review. 
 
The AD: Dev in response to the member’s query advised that criteria is issued in 
terms of what has to be applied for, there is an application for an underrepresented 
sport which is to support groups that were underrepresented.  Riverdale did detail that 
they were an underrepresented sport in their application for lady’s Soccer, however 
the application did not stress this and was only referenced on a few occasions. In 
relation to specific criteria in terms of publishing, this does be published, but going 
forward the assessment criteria will be published, this would be important to allow for 
openness and transparency for groups of how applications are assessed. The 
application fund does state clearly that it’s for underrepresented groups and also 
stated that the funding that has been allocated would need to be allocated to the 
underrepresented group which was in the application stated for lady’s football. 
 
Councillor McQuade said that Riverdale believed that the ladies were part of their club 
as a whole which was something similar to the GAA clubs with the umbrella covering 
all.  The member said that Riverdale were querying why this wasn’t listed in the initial 
grant title and its criteria. 
 
The AD: Dev advised that the underrepresented groups were not listed, and this would 
be rectified going forward and would be doing that in regard to working with Sport NI to 
do that.  It was clearly stated that it had to be an underrepresented group, and male 
football has not been to date ever been assessed under this grant as an 
underrepresented group. Hockey, female football and female GAA were all taken as 
underrepresented and this has taken on board in terms of an appeal as they have 
stated in their application that their underrepresented group is their female footballers.  
The AD: Dev said that within the response it states that the funding should go to the 
group that they had stated in their application as being underrepresented which is the 
female footballers. 
 
Councillor McQuade enquired if the £900 was a proportion of the grant that was to be 
allocated. 
 
The AD: Dev said that it wasn’t a proportion as it was based on the assessment after 
the application was reviewed at the second appeal in terms of while it was recognised 
there wasn’t substantial detail in relation to the underrepresented team and was 
awarded band one.  She advised that the band of £900 was awarded to Riverdale and 
had to be spent on an underrepresented sport due to the nature of the application. 
  
The Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD: C&P) advised that he was aware 
that Councillor McQuade had requested a review of the application and wanted to 
advise members that there was a need to be careful around Council’s policy and that 
groups were all treated the same. There had been some ambiguity that was identified 
within our guidance, but all groups were eligible to utilise the current policies two stage 
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appeals process and under that appeal the recommendation was as outlined as 
detailed by the AD: Dev.  The SD: C&P advised that there would be a full review to the 
grant policy as previously agreed by members with some changes to the existing 
policy for 2025/26.  Part of Council’s Community Development Strategy, which is 
currently ongoing, a new policy would be brought forward for 2026/27 onwards which 
members will be involved in as well as taking the decision.  The SD: C&P advised 
members that in terms of a full review and stepping outside of the current policy, it was 
important to err on the side of caution in relation to making sure that all groups were 
treated the same and that the two-stage appeal process is the way that groups can 
have their application reviewed. 
 
Councillor Clarke said that he would be happy to second Councillor McNamee’s 
recommendation especially in relation to Holy Trinity College. 
 
Councillor McConnell entered the meeting at 7.40 pm.*** 
 
Councillor Monteith referred to item 2.2 – VE Day 80 and wished to state on record his 
opposition to the proposal, the same as he had stated his opposition to the proposal in 
relation to the events around D-Day.  The member said that in reality this Council 
should not be involved in the glorification of British militarism and not popularising the 
myth that the British military was somehow a force for good when we see the actions 
they took in Ireland and across the world and notwithstanding the defeat of Nazi 
Germany.  We should not forget the systemic targeting of civilians in Dresden by the 
allies and indeed 1945 marking the 80th anniversary of the two worse crimes against 
humanity carried out also by the allies, the indiscriminate bombing of Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima where hundreds of thousands innocent civilians were killed in nuclear 
attacks.  The member felt that Council should not be selective and wished to state this 
on record.  In referring to that period, it was used here in Ireland to persecute 
republicans, it was used to push through the execution of volunteer Tom Williams in 
Belfast and indeed in the South local man volunteer, Sean McCaughey, starved to 
death on hunger strike after being in prison during that period.  The member said that 
there was a lot more to our local history in all of that and wished to put it on record. 
 
Councillor Monteith referred to item 2.4 and sought two updates. He sought an update 
on situation in relation to DEA meeting for Railway Park and also asked on progress 
on what was passed in relation to Hill of The O’Neill last month to move forward with 
the feasibility study.  The member said that it was stated umpteen times in this 
committee and Council that this was ongoing but there needs to be full head of steam 
on this issue.  
 
The AD: Dev in response to query regarding Railway Park advised that officers were 
going back to look at the procurement in relation to appointing an ICT team, and still at 
concept stage and processing through the capital process.  She advised that the next 
stage was to confirm ICT with the new level of investment compared to what the 
previous investment was and follow procurement guidelines in terms of that. 
 
The AD: Dev advised that a DEA meeting has been arranged, with members to be 
updated for their diaries. A full update would be provided on where things were at and 
allow the DEA to have a clear timeline for going forward given where we are at with 
the design elements.  In relation to the mast, Council are working with NI Water and 
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finalising through legals the MOU and also finalising the specification. Officers were 
working with procurement in terms of how this is going to be put out, but cannot move 
forward until the final MOU was signed off. 
The AD: Dev advised that this could also be added onto the DEA meeting as she was 
conscious that it was the same DEA. 
 
Councillor Quinn declared an interest in Holy Trinity College as his girls have booked 
tickets to see Frozen. 
 
Councillor Quinn commended Holy Trinity College as he was aware of all the work that 
has went into the production and said that it was all credit to them. 
 
Councillor Wilson agreed with Councillor McNamee’s comments regarding Holy Trinity 
College and said that he had attended a number of shows at the College and were 
high class.  He referred to earlier presentation from the Arts Council and said that this 
was a prime example where Holy Trinity and also Cookstown High School who had 
put on Oliver a few weeks ago excelled with the amount of work ongoing that wasn’t 
recognised by the Arts Council.  The member said that he would be happy to support 
this as both schools put on excellent shows.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by Councillor Clarke and  
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to –  
 

• Approve the Community Grants Appeal. 

• Approve the VE Day Lantern Initiative. 

• Approve the Holy Trinity College funding request 

• Note the Development update. 
 
D190/24 Letter of Support - Clogher Community Village Forum 

The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) presented previously circulated 
report which sought approval for Letter of Support for Clogher Community Village 
Forum re Heritage Lottery application. 
 
Councillor F Burton declared an interest as sits on the committee. 
 
Councillor McConnell felt it was essential and was happy to draft up the letter for the 
Council to weigh in behind the group due to the tremendous amount of work ongoing. 
The member said that this was testimony to their efforts and endeavours to pull this off 
and that the Letter of Support was crucial from Council.  He said that this would be a 
massive boost to get full support from the Committee tonight. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Wilson 
 Seconded by Councillor McNamee and  
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve provision of Letter of 

Support for Clogher Community Village Forum re Heritage Lottery 

application. 
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D191/24 Mountain Bike NI Consortium Proposal 2024-25 
 
The Assistant Director of Health, Leisure & Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) presented 
previously circulated report to seek Council approval to commit to Mountain Bike NI 
Consortium Marketing Campaigns for 2024 – 2025. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to Blessingbourne and noted recommendation going 
forward.  She noticed that Blessingbourne had 525 visitors on the gate and felt that it 
would be important that all areas were covered.  The member said that although there 
was an increase in visitors in other areas, this may affect rural areas like 
Blessingbourne when people set out going from one area to another and hoped that 
every area avails of the same opportunity and promotion. 
 
The AD: HLW said that this was a point well-made and would be something that would 
be picked up with Outscape.  He said that unfortunately he did not have the figures in 
front of him here tonight on the trend analysis on the throughput year on year but 
would be something that he would investigate and raise with Outscape. The AD: 
HL&W said that whilst the proposal was there, Council were coming to the table with a 
contribution, we have the ability to influence that as well. 
 

Proposed by Councillor W Buchanan 
 Seconded by Councillor F Burton and  
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to note the contents of the reports 

and give approval for Mid Ulster District Council to participate as a 
Consortium Partner with the Mountain Bike NI Marketing Consortium and 
contribute £10,500 to 2024-25 campaign. 

 
D192/24 Walk NI Consortium Proposal 2024-25 
 
The Assistant Director of Health, Leisure & Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) presented 
previously circulated report to seek Council approval to commit to Walking NI 
Consortium Marketing Campaign for 2024-2025. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by Councillor Clarke and  
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to note the contents of the reports 

and give approval for Mid Ulster District Council to participate as a 
Regional Partner with the Walking NI Marketing Consortium with 
a contribution of £3,617.00 towards the 2024-2025 campaign. 

 
D193/24 Economic Development, Tourism and Strategic Programmes 

Report - OBFD 
 
The Strategic Programmes Service Manager (SPSM) presented previously circulated 
report on Rural Business Development Grant Scheme (RBDGS) 2024/2025. 
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The SPSM by way of an update advised members that Council received 256 
applications which would require approximately £876k of grant aid and on the premise 
that they would be all considered eligible and awarded funding. 
 
The Chair said that it was great to see this money coming into the rural communities 
and businesses. 
 
Councillor F Burton said that it was long lobbied to get the villages an extra bit of 
money and really felt that during covid a lot of the rural villages really supported 
people delivering essentials to the homes etc.  The member said that it was great to 
see that amount of money coming into this area, £180k per each Council. The 
member enquired whether there may be a case that there was another Council under 
the quota, and we are over it and queried whether there would be an opportunity to 
pitch for that.  To have 256 applications was totally amazing for the Mid Ulster area 
and hoped that most of them could get something out of it. 
 
The SPSM advised that Council would not have their final budget allocation until late 
December or early January and would be based on the number of applications 
submitted in each of the other Council areas and grant aid sought.  He said that the 
Department may potentially identify other funding opportunities to supplement the 
capital budget of £1.5m towards the scheme. 
 
Councillor McNamee seconded the recommendation and said that it was great to see 
such large numbers applying for it. 
 

Proposed by Councillor F Burton 
Seconded by Councillor McNamee and  
 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council to – 
 

1) Note content of the report under Section 3.1 and correspondence from 
the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs at 
Appendix 1. 

2) Approve delegated authority to the Chief Executive to make the 
necessary correspondence to the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs to allow the scheme to continue and be 
delivered against timeframes and budgetary decisions. 

 
Matters for Information  
 
D194/24 Minutes of Development Committee held on 10 October 2024 
 
Members noted Minutes of Development Committee held on 10 October 2024. 
 
Councillor Milne said that over the last number of months it was agreed that 
decorations from the five main towns were to be distributed to other villages and other 
areas around the Mid Ulster Council area.  During discussions with Council Officials 
during the week he was told that this may not happen to after Christmas and said that 
it was a disgraceful approach.  The member stated that community groups had made 
a request for additional lights and received money from this Council to erect their 
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Christmas trees and buy other decorations and didn’t see any obstacles in why this 
wasn’t divided out to those who requested them.  He requested that the red tape be 
cut away from all of this and contact Community Groups immediately to give them a 
chance to put up their decorations, after all they have to do it themselves. 
 
The AD: DEV said that she would liaise with Councillor Milne in relation to the matter. 
She advised that engagement was currently taking place with groups and information 
was being received from Technical Services team and hoped to liaise with them to get 
some support in terms of allocating the decorations out.  She said that she would 
investigate and come back to the member with an update. 
 
Councillor Wilson referred to D173/24, where it was proposed by Councillor Monteith 
and seconded by himself that a report would be brought back to this month’s meeting 
on the Pitches Strategy and also a report on discussions with the Hockey Club. It was 
his understanding that neither of the two had taken place and wondered where we 
were with that. 
 
The AD: HL&W confirmed that there would be a report being brought to the December 
committee as it was difficult to meet the timelines for reports coming in for this month. 
 
Councillor Monteith said that he would welcome an update on the Pitches Strategy. 
 
Councillor Monteith also referred to D173/24 and DEA meeting for Dungannon 
Councillors in relation to the overall potential plan for the village of Benburb in light of 
the presentation made from sporting group and said that there was a lot more 
potential rather than relating to sport, heritage and tourism.  The member said that it 
would be important to get a date in the diary before the Christmas rush starts to 
progress this along. 
 
Councillor Monteith referred to D170/24 – Pavement Café Licensing and said that it 
would be useful to have this on the Agenda for Council meeting to seek an update.  
The Council had written to Roads Service regarding the two-hour parking and asked 
that this be brought forward to full Council to see if there has been any response to DfI 
taking this forward. 
 
D195/24 Environmental Health Service Update 
 
Members noted update on the work of the Environmental Health Service during 
August to September 2024. 
 
D196/24 Economic Development, Tourism and Strategic Programmes 

Report - OBFI 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the following 
key activities –  
 

• Evaluation of Mid Ulster LMP HGV/Coach Academy 2022-2023 

• Mid Ulster Broadband Working Group Minutes – 01.05.2024 

• Evaluation of Mid Ulster LMP HGV/Coach Academy 2022-2023 
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The live broadcast ended at 8.02 pm. 
 
 
Local Government (NI) Act 2014 – Confidential Business 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by Councillor Wilson and  
 
Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local 

Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public in accordance with 
Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 
that Members of the public be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst 
members consider items D197/24 to D198/24. 

 
 Matters for Decision 

D197/24 Tender for Installation of two CCTV Cameras in Moy Village 
 

  Matters for Information  
D198/24 Confidential Minutes of Development Committee held on 

10 October 2024 
 

 
D199/24 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7pm and ended at 8.10 pm. 
 
 
 

Chair  ________________________
   

 
Date _________________________ 
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Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 

Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 

Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 

move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 

invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 

issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself  

 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 

whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 

referred to 

 

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 

making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 

roll call of all other Members in attendance. 

 
 

 

 

 


