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MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNGANNON AND SOUTH TYRONE BOROUGH 

COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 2 JULY 2012 IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES, 

CIRCULAR ROAD, DUNGANNON 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: In the Chair, Councillor Gildernew, Mayor 

 

 Councillors Ashton, Brush, Cavanagh, Cuddy, 

Daly, Donnelly, Gillespie, McGahan, McGonnell, 

McGuigan, McLarnon, Monteith, Morrow, 

Mulligan, O’Neill, Quinn and Robinson 

  

APOLOGIES: Councillors F Burton, R Burton and Hamilton 

  

OFFICERS PRESENT: Mr Currie, Head of Human Resources 

Mr Frazer, Acting Chief Executive 

Mr Gillis, Senior Licensing Officer 

Mrs Kerr, Director of Finance 

Mr Lowry, Contracts Manager 

Mrs Smith, Council Business Manager 

  

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Shane Mathers, Senior Planning Officer 

 

 

The meeting started at 7.30 pm 

 

 

1 MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

1.1 Condolences 

 

The Mayor, Councillor Gildernew, on behalf of the Council expressed 

sympathy with Councillor McGonnell on the death of his mother and with 

Bridget McKernan, Senior Clerical Officer in the Chief Executive’s Division 

on the death of her mother and daughter-in-law.  All present stood for a 

minute’s silence as a mark of respect. 

 

Councillor McGonnell thanked the Council for the tribute and thanked all 

those in the Council who offered support in recent days. 

 

 

2 MINUTES – ANNUAL COUNCIL – 11 JUNE 2012 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Gillespie  

 Seconded by Councillor O’Neill and 
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Resolved    That the minutes of the Annual meeting of the Council held 

on Monday 11 June 2012, having been printed and 

circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 

 

3 MINUTES – COUNCIL – 11 JUNE 2012 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Gillespie 

 Seconded by Councillor O’Neill and 

 

Resolved    That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 

Monday 11 June 2012, having been printed and circulated, 

be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 

 

4 MINUTES – SPECIAL COUNCIL – 20 JUNE 2012 

 

4.1 Department of Regional Development Roads Service 

 

Page SC-4 fifth question/comment should be amended to read ‘A4 – 

Corick Road towards Augher.  One section resurfaced, section of 

footpath needs upgrading, footpath is prone to flooding and 

accumulates silt.  The footpath is extensively used.’  

 

4.2 Adoption of Minutes 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Mulligan  

 Seconded by Councillor Cavanagh and 

 

Resolved    That the minutes of the Special meeting of the Council held 

on Monday 20 June 2012, having been printed and 

circulated, and subject to the foregoing, be taken as read 

and signed as correct. 

  

 

5 PLANNING 

 

Mr Mathers was admitted to the meeting at 7.35 pm and submitted 

planning schedule dated 2 July 2012. 

 

5.1 Schedule 

 

Application No Applicant Reason for Deferral 

M/2012/0023/F Aircore Tullyvar Road 

Ltd 

Defer for office meeting 
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M/2012/0028/0 Kennedy Defer for office meeting 

M/2012/0160/0 Henderson Defer for office meeting 

M/2012/0166/0 McCuskey Defer for office meeting 

M/2012/0202/F Gallagher Defer for office meeting 

M/2012/0206/F Bekmez Defer for office meeting 

M/2012/0262/0 Quinn Defer for office meeting 

DEFERRED ITEMS 

M/2010/0342/F Coyle  

Member stated that development close to nursing home and as 

owners have a number of issues he asked that, as is normal procedure 

of the Council, that this application be deferred for office meeting to 

try to address these issues.  Other members stated that funding issues 

involved with the application, application had been subject to a 

judicial review and all concerns had been raised in that arena 

therefore further review not required.    

The Planning Officer advised that application was subject to judicial 

review and as such planning service look afresh at the application, and 

even though on deferred list first time we are consulting with Council 

upon it and from procedural point of view could look at it as being on 

main list.  All relevant information has been considered and planning 

office opinion remains to approve. 

Proposed by Councillor McGonnell 

Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and 

Resolved that the Council accept the recommended opinion. 

M/2011/0631/F Fox Off the schedule, MLA 

has contacted Minister 

STREAMLINED APPLICATIONS 

32 applications, as approvals, had been issued in the month of June 

2012.  These, when included with those on the main list, represents an 

approval rate of 84 per cent. 

 

Mr Matters left the meeting at 7.45 pm.  

 

 

6 HEARING OF OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS IN RELATION TO 

APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF AN ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE FILE 

REFERENCE 1 - 17 

 

Resolved That this item be taken in Committee. 

 

Press and members of the public left the meeting. 

 

The Senior Licensing Officer advised that the application relates to the Fort 

Bar and Lounge.  Application for the grant of an entertainment licence 

received on 27 March.  PSNI consulted and asked for details of any 
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convictions or recent offences under drinks licensing legislation.  The 

applicant had failed to complete the application for the licence and the 

representatives had just this evening handed in cheque to cover 

application fee and three electrical certificates.  He outlined the policy 

and process agreed by Council for dealing with applications not 

completed within three months and options available to the Council.  

Representatives of the applicant and the objector, PSNI, were in 

attendance.  

 

The Mayor welcomed Sergeant Greer who outlined details from 1990 to 

date in relation to actions of the proprietor, the licensee, in running this 

and other similar venues.   

 

The Officer expanded on a number of issues for members following which 

she left the meeting at 8.05 pm. 

 

The Mayor welcomed Colin Doris and Amy Healy who stated that they 

were representing the applicant.  They outlined the staffing issues that had 

caused problems and outlined the new arrangements coming into place 

with Amy the new manager who had 10 years experience managing and 

working in bars.  They advised that applicant had entrusted previous 

manager to complete the necessary application and that had not 

materialised. 

 

The representatives expanded on a number of issues for members 

following which they left the meeting at 8.23 pm. 

 

After further discussion, 

  

Proposed by Councillor Monteith 

 Seconded by Councillor Quinn and 

 

Resolved  That licence is refused on the grounds of incomplete 

application, premises do not currently meet legal and 

technical requirements and on the basis of PSNI objections. 

 

 

7 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

  

None. 
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8 MINUTES - STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - 25 JUNE 2012  

 

8.1 Community Festival Fund (item 6.4.2) 

 

Member referred to unsuccessful application by Loughans Cultural & 

Development Association and stated that part of the programme was for 

children’s entertainment and insurance and felt that this should be taken 

on board. 

 

The Acting Chief Executive advised that application for funding was for an 

event to be held on 12 July, was towards 3 course meal for 200, children’s 

entertainment, band, supper, advertising flyers and insurance.  At 

assessment it was considered that this application was for a private rather 

than a public event and therefore would set a precedent, also budget 

quite limited and this particular organisation had been supported in the 

past.  

 

8.2 Alcohol Licence (item 8.10) 

 

Some member where of the opinion that would be a grievous precedent 

not to apply for alcohol licence for the Festive Hill Dungannon events 

while others did not accept that events would in any way suffer because 

of lack of licence and that alcohol abuse has become very prevalent. 

 

Proposed by Councillor McLarnon 

Seconded by Councillor Cavanagh 

 

That approval is granted to seek an alcohol license for the events on the 

Hill in September 2012.  

 

The proposal was put to the meeting 10 (ten) members voted in favour 

and 4 (four) against. 

 

The Mayor declared the proposal carried. 

 

8.3 Killymerron Community & Cultural Group (item 7.1) 

 

Members spoke of need to further community relations by giving support 

to the community in the Killymerron Park area to hold their annual cultural 

night including bonfire on the 11 July 2012 at the site of Windmill 

Wood/Killymerron Park and asked Council to reconsider decision of 

committee.  Other members stated that while minute focused solely on 

insurance there was a range of issues and over the years trying to get 

communities to move away from bonfires.   
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The Acting Chief Executive stated that the council does not currently 

have a policy on bonfires and that in discussion with group recognise that 

material collected this year and that group would look favourable on 

beacon going forward.  He further stated that this is the first time in 5 years 

that the site at Killymerron Park/Windmill Wood has been used, have 

established that the event is being organised by Killymerron Community 

and Cultural Group and there is a willingness on their behalf to have the 

event more structured, with restriction on the size of the bonfire, no toxic or 

offensive materials to be on the fire, stewards will marshal the event with 

the committee in overall control, will be a cordoned of zone to ensure 

that all attending event are in a safe area and the committee will take 

responsibility for tidying the site after the event.  The Officer confirmed that 

public liability insurance for £5m is in place from September last year for a 

year and the Council has received a copy.  The group has applied for 

funding for a cultural event to coincide with the bonfire and funding will 

only be paid subject to satisfactory report from Community Safety Warden 

who will monitor the event.    

 

The Mayor stated that would not like this issue to be decisive and hoped a 

compromise could be reached. 

 

On request of member the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9.05 pm for a 

short break.  

 

The meeting resumed at 9.15 pm. 

 

After further discussion 

 

Proposed by Councillor Morrow 

Seconded by Councillor Cuddy 

 

That, subject to conditions outlined above by the Acting Chief Executive, 

that the Council support the event and move the issue forward under the 

leadership of the organisers of Killymerron Community and Cultural Group.  

 

The proposal was put to the meeting 9 (nine) members voted in favour 

and 8 (eight) against. 

 

The Mayor declared the proposal carried. 

 

8.4 Grant Aid Funding Assessments 

 

The Acting Chief Executive, following assessment, recommended 

approval of the undernoted grant aid requests: 
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Community Festival Funding 

 

Group 

 

Date of Event 

Amount 

Required 

 

Award 

Fairmount Tenants Association 27.08.12 £750.00 £442.50 

Augher GFC 11.08.12 £1,000.00 £412.50 

Crilly Cultural Group 04.08.12 £561.00 £375.00 

Crafty Kids Playgroup 01.08.12 £600.00 £378.00 

Clone Community Regeneration 

Group 

26.08.12 £2,025.00 £495.00 

  Total £2,103.00 

Good Relations Funding 

Knockmany Running Club 18.08.12  £400.00 

Fit4U (Translation Support)   £500.00 

  Total £900.00 

 

Councillor Ashton declared an interest in Crilly Cultural Group. 

Councillor O’Neill declared an interest in Clone Community Regeneration 

Group.   

 

Proposed by Councillor Daly 

Seconded by Councillor McGonnell and 

 

Resolved That grant funding recommendations as presented be 

approved. 

  

8.5 An Tearmann Project (item 8.9)  

 

The Acting Chief Executive stated that nominations to sit on the An 

Tearmann Project will be sought at the next meeting of the Council. 

 

8.6 Coalisland Cares (item 7.7) 

 

Member spoke of well attended meeting held in Coalisland to discuss anti 

social behaviour at which Senior Police Officers talked about what could 

happen in the future if wishes of residents; greater involvement by estates 

around Coalisland through neighbourhood watch scheme and 

installation of CCTV.  There was a murmur of approval on both of these 

issues so it would be important if the people in the area ask for the 

installation of CCTV that the Council would be supportive.  

 

8.7 Gortgonis 

 

Member spoke of meeting re signage to this facility and other areas in 

Coalisland. 
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The Acting Chief Executive stated that directional signs require the 

approval of the Department of Regional Development and these are in 

progress at the moment.  He agreed to follow up. 

 

Councillors Brush and McGahan left at 9.25 pm 

 

8.8 Adoption of Minutes 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Monteith  

 Seconded by Councillor Mulligan and  

 

Resolved  That the minutes of the meeting of the Strategic 

Development Committee held on Monday 25 June 2012, 

having been printed and circulated and subject to the 

foregoing, be taken as read and, where relevant, adopted. 

 

 

9 MINUTES – STRATEGIC SERVICE DELIVERY COMMITTEE – 26 JUNE 2012  

 

 Proposed by Councillor O’Neill  

 Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and  

 

Resolved  That the minutes of the meeting of the Strategic Service 

Delivery Committee held on Tuesday 26 June 2012, having 

been printed and circulated, be taken as read and, where 

relevant, adopted. 

 

9.1 SWaMP2008 

 

UUP representative to change from Councillor Mulligan to Councillor 

Cuddy. 

 

 

10 MINUTES – STRATEGIC SERVICE DELIVERY COMMITTEE – 27 JUNE 2012 

 

10.1 Social Media (item 4.3) 

 

In response to query the Director of Finance stated that as advised at 

committee social media was to be used in relation to events to mark the 

opening of the Hill of The O’Neill and Ranfurly House Arts and Visitor 

Centre and with the holiday period thought the best way forward would 

be for SMT to agree protocol for use of social media following which copy 

would be forwarded to members.  
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The Director also advised that update of website currently underway with 

redesign of home page to make it easier to move around and to 

introduce further on line functionality.  

 

10.2 Councillor IT 

 

In response to query the Director of Finance stated that other than 

problems with the Mayor’s computer not aware of any other equipment 

outstanding.  Agreed to investigate. 

 

10.3 PCSP Appointments (item 6.3) 

 

The Head of Human Resources advised that information arrived today 

with regard to further recruitment exercise and that council staff would be 

in touch with previous panel members, Councillors F Burton, McGahan, 

McGonnell and Mulligan, regarding recruitment schedule.  

 

10.4 Equality Issues (item 6.4) 

 

The Acting Chief Executive advised that as part of the implementation of 

the new agreed structures with effect from 1 April 2012, the redundancies, 

job evaluation and categorisation exercises as well as the filling of the 

new Waste Management Post are ongoing and on target. 

 

The review of the 35/37 hour week, task and finish, protection and bonus 

payments is also progressing with Union consultation nearing completion. 

 

Following bench marking with other Council’s, the Head of Human 

Resources is now preparing formal buy out notification to Unions on the 

basis of £3k for 37 hours per week (£2k minimum net payment) and £1.5k 

for task and finish. 

 

An update on the Union ballot(s) will be brought to the next Strategic 

Support Services Committee meeting any buyouts offers will then be 

subject to Council ratification. 

 

10.5 Adoption of Minutes 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Monteith 

 Seconded by Councillor McGonnell and 

 

Resolved  That the minutes of the meeting of the Strategic Support 

Services Committee held on Wednesday 27 June 2012, 

having been printed and circulated and subject to the 

foregoing, be taken as read and, where relevant, adopted. 
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11 SEALING OF DOCUMENT 

 

 Proposed by Councillor Mulligan  

 Seconded by Councillor Quinn and 

 

Resolved  That the Council seal be affixed to the undernoted 

document: 

   

 Brantry Wood Licence Agreement and Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Department of Agriculture and Rural 

Development (DARD) 
 

  

12 MISCELLANEOUS   

 

None. 

 

 

13 OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS 

 

13.1 Department of the Environment  

 

Email dated 14 June 2012 from DOE Local Government Reform – DOE 

Local Government Reform news sheet and information on boundaries 

(June 2012). 

 

13.2 Planning Appeals Commission  

 

Letter dated 15 June 202 from Planning Appeals Commission re. The 

Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1991 – Appeal Against Enforcement 

Notice issued on 16 May 2012 for Mr John McGuinness, Alleged 

Forge/Shed without the grant of planning permission required in that 

behalf, to the rear of 2 Valemount, Derryvale, Coalisland. 

 

13.3 Strabane District Council  

 

Letter dated 15 June 2012 from Chairman of Strabane District Council re. 

Local Government Reform – detailing motion carried at recent Council 

meeting and enclosing copy of letter sent to Mr Alex Attwood MLA, 

Minister for the Environment. 

 

13.4 Public Health Agency  

 

Director of Public Health – Annual Report 2011. 
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13.5 Rural Development Strategic Development Fund 

 

Copy of standard letter of support from Council dated 26 June 2012 which 

was issued on request to groups submitting projects under the above. 

 

   

14 DURATION OF MEETING 

 

The meeting was called for 7.30 pm and ended at 9.40 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      MAYOR  __________________ 

 

 

 

      CHIEF EXECUTIVE __________________ 

      (Acting) 

 

 


	The meeting started at 7.30 pm

