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MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNGANNON AND SOUTH TYRONE BOROUGH 
COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 5 JULY 2004  IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES, 
CIRCULAR ROAD, DUNGANNON 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: In the Chair, Councillor Mulligan, Mayor 

 
 Councillors Badger, Burton, Canning, 

Cavanagh, Cuddy, Currie, Daly, Donnelly, 
Flanagan, Gildernew, Gillespie, Hamilton, Irwin, 
McGuigan, McGonnell, McIlwrath, McLarnon, 
Maginnis, Molloy, Monteith and Morrow 

  
  
OFFICERS PRESENT: Mr Currie, Mrs Forde, Messrs Frazer, Gillis, Mrs 

Heatherington, Mrs Kerr, Messrs McClelland and 
McMinn  

  
 
 
The meeting started at 7.34 pm 
 
1 MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 
1.1 Expression of Sympathy 
 
On behalf of the Council the Mayor expressed sympathy with Mr 
Donnelly, Technical Services Department on the death of his sister. 
 
All stood for a minute’s silence as a mark of respect. 
 
 
2 MINUTES – SPECIAL COUNCIL – 7 JUNE 2004  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Gillespie 
 Seconded by Councillor Monteith and 
 
Resolved   That the minutes of the special meeting of the Council 

held on Monday 7 June 2004, having been printed and 
circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 
3 MINUTES – ANNUAL COUNCIL – 7 JUNE 2004  
 
 Proposed by Councillor McGuigan 
 Seconded by Councillor Flanagan and 
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Resolved   That the minutes of the annual meeting of the Council 
held on Monday 7 June 2004, having been printed and 
circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 
4 MINUTES – SPECIAL COUNCIL – 14 JUNE 2004  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Canning 
 Seconded by Councillor Badger and 
 
Resolved   That the minutes of the special meeting of the Council 

held on Monday 14 June 2004, having been printed and 
circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 
5 MINUTES – COUNCIL – 14 JUNE 2004  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Currie 
 Seconded by Councillor Morrow and 
 
Resolved   That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 

Monday 14 June 2004, having been printed and 
circulated, be taken as read and signed as correct. 

 
6 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
 
6.1 Special Council 7 June 2004 
 
Attention was drawn to the penultimate paragraph of item 1 in the 
minute dealing with the District Policing Partnership.  It was proposed 
that the minute should be amended to read 
 
 In response to a query in relation to whether those 

abstaining would be liable to any surcharge the Chief 

Executive stated that information given by the Council’s 

solicitor and Senior Counsel clearly state that if the 

Council does not comply with the direction of the 

Secretary of State the Barrister advised there could be an 

issue of surcharge on those Councillors whose vote had 

brought about that outcome. 

 Proposed by Councillor Maginnis 
 Seconded by Councillor Currie and 
 
Resolved That the amendment detailed above be made to the 

penultimate paragraph of item 1 of the Special Council 
Minute dated 7 June 2004. 
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6.2 Minutes – Special Council – 14 June 2004  
 
The July planning schedule received late afternoon was circulated.  
Members were reminded that at the Special Council Meeting of 14 
June 2004 it was agreed with the Planning Officer that the July 
planning schedule would be forwarded to Council with non-
controversial approvals issued and appropriate site meetings arranged 
for the end of July.  Members expressed concern that the Planning 
Officer was not in attendance to deal with matters arising.   
 
Resolved That any queries from the July planning schedule be 

deferred to August. 
 
6.3 Minutes – Council Meeting 14 June 2004 
 
6.3.1 Letter re Postcomm (item 11.4) 
 
Reference was made to letter dated 5 May 2004 from Postcomm re: 
Your Views on Postcomm’s Competitive Market Review’.   
 
Concern was expressed at the content of an advertisement in the 
‘Sized Based Pricing’ document.  Further information had been 
forwarded to the Chief Executive to be circulated to Councillors as it 
was felt that Council should forward a letter of protest to the body 
responsible for the offensive advertisement. 
 
Resolved That the Chief Executive forward a letter of protest to 

Postcomm as discussed. 
 
6.3.2 Staff Morale (item 5.1) 
 
In response to a query the Director of Development advised that a 
meeting of the OMT was scheduled for Thursday 8 July at which staff 
morale would be an agenda item, following which the matter would 
be discussed by SMT committee in August.  Concern was expressed 
that this matter was now ongoing for three months and that it was not 
being prioritised.  Further concern was expressed that staffing matters 
were not being discussed in closed session. 
 
6.3.3 Street Trading (item 7) 
 
Discussion ensued in relation to this item and a petition of objection 
regarding designation of Ballygawley Roundabout was submitted.  It 
was stated that a notice of motion would be submitted for 
consideration at the August meeting of Council concerning 
designation of Ballygawley, Stangmore and Tamnamore Roundabouts 
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for street trading.  Reference was also made to opinions given by the 
PSNI, Road Service and the Borough Solicitor all of which advised 
against designation of trading at the aforementioned roundabouts.  
Members proposed that the Chief Executive should seek opinions from 
both the Borough Solicitor and Insurers as to the legal position of 
Council in the event of an accident occurring at a designated site that 
the PSNI and Road Service had advised against.   
 
Resolved That the Chief Executive seek opinions from both the 

Borough Solicitor and the Borough Insurers regarding 
Council’s position in the event of an accident occurring at 
a designated site that the PSNI and Road Service had 
advised against.   

 
6.3.4 Inland Waterways 
 
Approval was sought for one additional nights subsistence for 26 July 
2004 to be granted to Councillor Badger attending the Inland 
Waterways Conference in Athlone on 27 July 2004. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Currie 
 Seconded by Councillor Daly and 
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
6.3.5 Water Reform Proposals – Charges – Public Meeting 
 
In response to Members questions the Director of Development advised 
that the Chief Executive in a memorandum dated 21 June 2004 had 
requested the Director of Environmental Health to convene a public 
meeting regarding the above matter.  Members suggested that this 
meeting should take place as quickly as possible. 
 
7 MINUTES – POLICY AND PERFORMANCE MONITORING COMMITTEE 

– 16 JUNE 2004   
 
 Proposed by Councillor Burton 
 Seconded by Councillor Hamilton and  
 
Resolved  That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy and 

Performance Monitoring Committee held on Wednesday 
16 June 2004, having been printed and circulated, be 
taken as read and adopted. 
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7.1 New Deal (Item 5) 
 
In response to Members questions the Head of Human Resources gave 
an explanation of paragraph three of the minute referring to trainee 
placement at Coalisland Heritage Trust.   
 
8 MINUTES – DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 21 JUNE 2004   
 
 Proposed by Councillor Gildernew 
 Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and  
 
Resolved That the minutes of the meeting of the Development 

Committee held on Monday 21 June 2004, having been 
printed and circulated, be taken as read and adopted. 

 
8.1 South Tyrone/Donegal Exploring Diversity Together 
 
Approval for two nights subsistence plus mileage was sought for 
Councillor Daly to attend the South Tyrone/Donegal Exploring Diversity 
Together Craft Exhibition in Falcarragh, Co Donegal 16 – 18 July 2004. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McGonnell 
 Seconded by Councillor Cavanagh and 
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 

8.2 Tyrone County Tourism 
 
Members emphasised the need for Council to have a clear view of 
their aims and objectives regarding this initiative.  The Director of 
Development reminded Members that a meeting of the Tyrone County 
Tourism was scheduled to take place at the Linen Green on 7 July 2004 
at 2.30 pm and requested that Council’s representatives ie Councillors 
Canning, Daly, Hamilton and Monteith meet prior to that at 1.00 pm in 
the Council offices.   
 
The Director also advised that the Northern Ireland Tourist Board was to 
convene a further meeting to discuss Regional Tourism Partnerships. 
 
The lack of hotel provision in Dungannon town was discussed and the 
suggestion made that Council take a further initiative regarding this.  It 
was noted that the Glengannon was now up and running and that 
development plans for William Street had progressed to a late stage. 
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8.3 Return of the Earls – Financial Approvals 
 
The Director of Development sought approval for financial 
contributions for 18 events totalling £4500 ie £250 per event. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McGonnell 
 Seconded by Councillor Gildernew and 
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
8.4 Dungannon Park Minor Works 
 
The Director of Development sought approval to extend the present 
value of contracted works by £7,336 to fulfil the allocated capital 
budget of £75,000 and permit the provision of additional pedestrian 
access works at selected areas of the park. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Morrow 
 Seconded by Councillor Currie and 
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
8.5 Public Path Diversion Order/Cloverhill, Moy 
 
The Director of Development advised that Council had been 
presented with the diversion order for the public right of way at 
Cloverhill, Moy for approval and seal.  He further advised that the 
notice of the order would be publicly advertised in the local press and 
posted at either end of the actual right of way at Moy and that copies 
of the order and associated maps would be available for public 
inspection at the Council offices and the library at Moy. 
 
Resolved That Council approve and seal the diversion order for the 

public right of way at Cloverhill, Moy. 
 
8.6    Vandalism Repairs/Oakfield Park, Moy 
 
The Director of Development sought approval for spend of £4,428 for 
the cost of repairs, as a result of vandalism, to the newly established 
play amenity at Oakfield Park, Moy.  The Director stated that the bill for 
the necessary repairs reflected the severity of the fire damage 
perpetrated by those involved. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Gildernew 
 Seconded by Councillor Irwin and 
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Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
8.7 Countryside Recreation Study Trip 
 
The Director of Development advised that the Countryside Access and 
Activities Network was offering the opportunity for countryside 
recreation providers to look at best practise and controversial issues 
concerning the delivery of services by organising a study trip to the 
Cairngorms National Park and that the Environment & Heritage Service 
were supporting the study trip by the way of a 50% contribution 
towards local authority costs.  The Director sought approval for two 
staff members to attend a three day study trip scheduled to 
commence Monday 6 September 2004 at a cost to Council of 
approximately £300 per person 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Morrow 
 Seconded by Councillor Gildernew and  
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
8.8 Jumping Jacks Parent & Toddler  Group 
 
In response to Members queries the Director of Development advised 
that he had been in contact with the Cornmill Heritage Centre to 
pursue prices for the hire of a floor. 
 
8.9    Innovation West 
 
In response to concern voiced regarding the name of this organisation 
given its similarity to the former Into the West organisation the Director 
of Development advised that Council’s views would be passed on. 
 
The Director of Development sought nominations for two Councillors to 
represent Council on the Innovation West joint strategy team. 
 
The undernoted Councillors were nominated  
 
 Councillors Molloy, Mulligan and Cavanagh. 
 
The Director of Development outlined the stage voting procedure and 
first stage result was 
 
   Councillor Molloy  8  votes for 
   Councillor Mulligan 10  votes for 
   Councillor Cavanagh  3  votes for 
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The Director advised that under the rules of the stage voting procedure 
Councillor Molloy and Mulligan would represent Council on the 
Innovation West joint strategy team. 
 
Discussion ensued during which Members voiced concerns regarding 
the stage voting procedure.  It was requested that both the 
background of the procedure and when it had been agreed would be 
brought to the next meeting. 
 
Resolved That Councillors Molloy and Mulligan represent Council 

on the Innovation West joint strategy team. 
 
8.10 German Market 
 
In response to query the Director of Development advised that 
following ratification of the development minutes the recommendation 
would be acted on. 
 
9 MINUTES – PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE – 22 JUNE 2004  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Cuddy 
 Seconded by Councillor Badger and  
 
Resolved That the minutes of the meeting of the Public Services 

Committee held on Tuesday 22 June 2004, having been 
printed and circulated, be taken as read and adopted. 

 
9.1 Radio Whip Aerial 
 
The Director of Technical Services sought approval for expenditure of 
£1950 per annum payable in advance to property owner Conrad 
McQuaid for a whip aerial to be positioned on his premises in 
Dungannon Town.  This would allow the communication system 
between depot and vehicles to be operational again. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Currie 
 Seconded by Councillor Daly and 
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
9.2 Prestigious Flower Competitions Award Ceremonies 
 
Approval was sought for both the Director of Technical Services and 
the Head Gardener to travel to the undernoted Flower Competition 
Award Ceremonies: 
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• Pride of Place in Ennis: two nights subsistence plus travel 
costs; 

• Britain in Bloom in Leeds: two nights subsistence plus travel 
costs; 

• Ulster in Bloom venue to be arranged: travel costs. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Molloy 
 Seconded by Councillor Daly and 
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
Members congratulated the Director on the floral displays at the 
hospital roundabout. 
 
9.3 Chartered Institute of Environmental Health Conference Torquay, 

14 – 16 September 2004, £510 plus vat 
 

Proposed by Councillor Badger 
 Seconded by Councillor Currie 

 
Resolved That Councillor Hamilton attend the above conference. 
 
9.4 Washingford Gasworks 
 
In response to Members questions the Borough Inspector advised that 
the Director of Environmental Health had been in contact with both 
the Planning Service and the Environment Heritage Service. 
 
10 MINUTES – CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE – 23 JUNE 2004    
 
 Proposed by Councillor Cuddy 
 Seconded by Councillor Hamilton and 
 
Resolved That the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Services 

Committee held on Wednesday 23 June 2004, having 
been printed and circulated, be taken as read and 
adopted. 

 
10.1 Personnel Issues 
 
10.1.1 Stap LSP  
 
The Human Resources Manager advised that the Program Manager of 
Stap Miss Ursula Quinn had due to forthcoming marriage had applied 
for five weeks leave.  In order to provide adequate cover approval 
was sought for Mrs Ursula Roberts to shadow Miss Quinn for four weeks 
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at a cost of 30% of difference in salary and then provide cover for five 
weeks at 70% of difference in salary.  Mrs Roberts post also to be 
covered at same percentage basis. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Maginnis 
 Seconded by Councillor Currie and 
 
Resolved That approval as sought be granted. 
 
10.1.2 Leisure Centre 
 
The Human Resources Manager sought approval for overtime 
payments as undernoted: 
 
   Ann McRoberts 2 hours 
   Sean Cavlin 25 ¼  hours 
 
Approval was also sought for periods of unpaid leave for 13 months for 
Leisure Attendants Stephen McComb and Deborah Kerr who were 
travelling to Australia. 
 
  Proposed by Councillor Cuddy 
 Seconded by Councillor Morrow and 
 
Resolved That approvals as sought be granted. 
 
11 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 
Permission was sought for Mayor and Deputy Mayor to approve 
accounts when ready. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Currie 
 Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and  
 
Resolved That permission as sought be approved. 
 
12 NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLORS CAVANAGH AND CURRIE 
 
Attention was drawn to the undernoted notice of motion proposed by 
Councillors Cavanagh and Currie.   
 
Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council, being committed to 
promoting equality of opportunity, supports Help the Aged’s campaign 
– SCRAP AGE DISCRIMINATION; and calls on Minister John Spellar to 
introduce legislation in the forthcoming Single Equality Bill making age 
discrimination illegal.  
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Councillor Cavanagh gave a background to the motion explaining 
instances of discrimination against senior citizens such as no breast 
screening for women over the age of 64, assumptions being made on 
the ability of over 65’s, no excess to student loans, ineligible for mobility 
allowances etc.  Members concurred with these comments and it was 
put to the vote at which 17 voted to support the motion and none 
against. 
 
Resolved That Council support the Notice of Motion as outlined 

above. 
 
13 MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 
13.1 Elections 
 
It was brought to the attention of the meeting that the majority of 
elected bodies cease to function for a period prior to the date of an 
election and it was suggested that Council investigate the possibility of 
doing likewise. 
 
13.2 Féile 2004  
 
Members paid tribute to the GAA Tyrone County Board for the 
magnificent job they had done in hosting Féile 2004 and requested 
that a letter of congratulations be sent from Council. 
 
Resolved That Council send a letter of congratulations to the GAA 

Tyrone County Board. 
 
14 OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS 
 
The undernoted correspondence having previously been circulated 
was noted by the Council. 
 
14.1 Department of Regional Development 
 
Letter dated 10 June 2004 from Roads Service re: Temporary road 
closure at C633 Main Street, Ballygawley. 
 
Letter dated 22 June 2004 from Roads Service re: Abandonment – 
Swanlinbar, Route A32, Kinawley. 
 
Letter date 22 June 2004 from Roads Service re: Abandonment – Rhone 
Road – Dungannon. 
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14.2 Other Councils 
 
Letter dated 18 June 2004 from D McSorley, Chief Executive, Omagh 
District Council re: Review of Public Administration. 
 
14.3 Armagh and Dungannon Health and Social Care Group 
 
Letter dated 9 June 2004 from Deirdre Tunney, Manager, re: Local 
Health & Social Care Groups. 
 
14.4 Northern Ireland Information Service 
 
Press Release dated 14 June 2004 re: CCTV Funding. 
 
14.5 NILGA 
 
Council Briefing - Joint meeting between NILGA and the Department 
of the Environment, Friday 25 June 2004. 
 
NILGA Newsletter June 2004. 
 
14.6 Reports from Outside Bodies 
 
NI General Consumer Council  
 Transport Matters: Park & Fly     June 2004  
 Transport Matters: Summer Sailing    June 2004  
 
Queen’s University Belfast  
 Business Success in Rural N Ireland   June 2004  
 
Cooperation and Working Together  
 Annual Report       2003 
 
Centre for Cross Border Studies  
 Towards a Green Isle? Local Sustainable  
 Development on the Island of Ireland   June 2004  
 
The Electoral Commission  
 Political Advertising – Report and    June 2004  

Recommendations 
 
Water Service  
 Drinking Water Quality Report     2003 
 
British Medical Association – NI Office  
 European Working Time Directive   June 2004 
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Department of the Environment, Department 
Of Regional Development 
 Road Safety – Briefing for Opinion Leaders   
 Road Safety Strategy     2002 - 2012 
 
     
15 DURATION OF MEETING 
 
The meeting was called for 7.30 pm and ended at 8.55 pm. 
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