
 

From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 

JOHN O’DOWD MLA 

 

 

Eugene McConnell 
Chair of Mid Ulster District Council 
Cookstown Office 
Burn Road 
Cookstown 
BT80 8DT 
 

chair@midulstercouncil.org 

 
 

 
Private Office, 3rd Floor, 
James House, Gasworks Site, 
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,  
Belfast, BT7 2JA 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

 
 
Your reference:  
Our reference: COR-0024-2025 
 21 January 2025 

 

Eugene, a chara, 

SHOPMOBILITY MID ULSTER FUNDING 

Thank you for your letter of 16 December 2024 in which you outline Mid Ulster 
Council’s concerns about financial pressures faced by Shopmobility schemes 
operating across the Mid Ulster District Council area. 

I had the pleasure of meeting with the Shopmobility Mid Ulster board and staff in 
Cookstown on 03 July 2024 to hear first-hand about the services provided by the 
various schemes under their governance. I also met more recently with 
representatives of various Shopmobility schemes at the request of the 
Shopmobility Mid Ulster Project Manager, Mark Farquhar, on 04 November 2024 
at Stormont. 

On both occasions, I acknowledged the vital importance of the services provided 
by Shopmobility schemes across the North and the impact that these services 
have on some of the most vulnerable people in our society as well as within the 
wider community in which they operate. 

More recently Wilbert Mayne, Chair of Shopmobility Mid Ulster, wrote to me on 
03 December 2024 outlining concerns about the financial position of the 
organisation. 

Having considered Mr Mayne’s letter, I allocated £18,000 of one-off funding to 
Shopmobility Mid Ulster, through internal re-allocations of Departmental budget, 
which I hope will improve the financial stability to the schemes.  

Is mise le meas, 

 

 

 

JOHN O’DOWD MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure 
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From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 

JOHN O’DOWD MLA 

 

 

Councillor Eugene McConnell 
Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org  
 

 
Private Office, 3rd Floor, 
James House, Gasworks Site, 
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,  
Belfast, BT7 2JA 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

 
 
Your reference:  
Our reference: COR-0032-2025 
 30 January 2025 

 

Eugene, a chara, 

ON STREET PARKING 

Thank you for your letter dated 13 January 2025 concerning my previous 
correspondence on the request to amend the existing parking restrictions in 
Dungannon and asking for a time line from my department to complete a formal 
consultation. 

The consultation and legislative process for changing parking restrictions are 
resource intensive in terms of staff time and the effort needed to take a scheme 
forward to implementation. 

The local Network Development team will contact the council in the coming weeks to 
seek a collaborative approach to progressing the consultation process in 2025.  
Should you have any questions regarding the process of changing the waiting 
restrictions please contact TrafficWestern@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

Is mise le meas, 

 

 

 

JOHN O’DOWD MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure 
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Rivers Directorate 
 
 

Dear Adrian, 

PROVISION OF SANDBAGS DURING SEVERE WEATHER EVENTS 

I am writing to express the Department’s gratitude for your assistance during the 
severe weather events associated with Storm Bert (22 to 25 November 2024), 
Storm Darragh (6 to 7 December 2024) and the more recent Storm Éowyn. The 
emergency responses to these severe weather emergencies has again highlighted 
the importance of close collaboration between multi-agency partners.  
 
I am also writing to advise that Rivers Directorate is committed to further enhancing 
our resilience capabilities through continued work with the Local Government Civil 
Contingencies teams, particularly in relation to the emergency response to flooding. 
We hope to engage further with all Councils throughout 2025 and officials will be in 
contact with you regarding this at a later date.  
 
As part of the emergency response to flooding the deployment of sandbags is often 
a key activity. In light of this, I consider it may be helpful to explain our resources 
and approach to this work as this may be be useful for elected representatives and 
others to know. 

As you may be aware, our current approach involves managing the department's 
sandbag resources in 2 ways: 

1. Operational Response, and  

2. Community Stores.  

Operational Response  
 
We maintain a large stockpile of sandbags in Roads and Rivers operational depots 
and during severe weather, our staff mobilise to respond to flooding incidents.  

 
 
 
Mid Ulster District Council 
Dungannon Office,  
Circular Road 
Dungannon 
BT71 6DT 
 
 
info@midulstercouncil.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
49 Tullywiggan Road 
Loughry 
Cookstown 
BT80 8SG 
 
Tel: (028) 86768342 
 
Our reference: IN1-24-20574 
 
7th February 2025 
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The operational response is prioritised by duty officers in each of our operational 
areas. This may include the deployment of additional staff, sandbags, pumps, and 
other equipment and resources to respond to ongoing events. Duty officers in each 
area coordinate the response, using their knowledge and experience of flooding 
impacts to prioritise accordingly. Our operational depots carry over 50,000 sandbags 
to service emergency responses.  
 
Sandbags can also be placed on mobile units for timely responses.  

 
Community Stores  
 
As part of our community resilience initiatives, there are a large number of publicly 
accessible sandbag stores located in communities with a history of flooding where a 
local resilience group has been formed. These stores have been located with the 
agreement of the landowner and are often in response to historical flooding events.  

They vary in type and capacity, ranging from small, weatherproof bunkers containing 
100-200 bags to larger, self-contained shipping containers with over 1000 
sandbags. These community stores may be provided by the department, NI Water, 
or Councils by mutual agreement.  The relevant details and access arrangements 
are shared with the local community resilience group. There are approximately 
50,000 sandbags distributed across the various community stores.  
 
In addition, I would like to reference Recommendation A10 from the recent review of 
the South East flooding, which relates to the multi-agency response to flooding. This 
recommendation states:  
 
 'Based on the experience of the 2023 flood, review how sandbags are stockpiled, 
distributed, deployed, and otherwise managed by the Department for Infrastructure 
(TRAM, Rivers, NIW) and Local Government, both before and during a flood'.  
 
It is hoped that the engagement between DFI officials, Councils proposed in this 
correspondence and discussions with resilience groups during 2025, will be an ideal 
opportunity to provide feedback to us on sandbag management. This will enable us 
to reach agreement on how Recommendation A10 can be concluded.  
 
We look forward to future engagement with your Council on this important matter.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Gary Quinn 
Director of Rivers Operations 



 
From:  Jim Caldwell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Eugene McConnell 
Chair 
Mid-Ulster District Council 
 
By E Mail: Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org               Our ref: TOF-0100-2025 

Date: 11 February 2025 

Dear Cllr McConnell 

Motion - Sports Capital Grants 

 

Thank you for your correspondence of 4 February 2025 in relation to the Council 

Motion on sports capital grants. 

 

Firstly, I would wish to record that I agree with the Council’s members that capital 

grants can complement voluntary commitment, act as a social and economic 

stimulus for communities and that the facilities funded by such grants can create 

opportunities for increased opportunities for communities to participate in sport. This 

is very much in line with Active Living, the Sport and Physical Activity Strategy for 

Northern Ireland. The Strategy, launched in 2022, sets out a shared sporting vision 

of ‘a lifelong involvement in sport and physical activity’ with the key strategic 

principles being to ‘get more people; more active; more of the time’. 

 

Sports Branch 
Active Communities Division  
Engaged Communities Group 
Level 7 
Causeway Exchange 
1 – 7 Bedford Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 7EG 
 
Phone: 028 9082 9019 
E: sports@communities-ni.gov.uk 
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You will be aware that there are budgetary pressures across all departments in the 

Northern Ireland Executive and this includes the Department for Communities. The 

draft Executive Budget is currently out for consultation, and there will in due course 

be a further consultation regarding how the Department’s budget will be allocated.  I 

encourage all interested parties to respond to these consultations. 

 

At this time only limited resources are available for capital funding, and it is unlikely 

that additional funding will be available to invest in a new funding programme for 

sports clubs.  In 2024/25, the Department was able to secure £500,000 for the Your 

School Your Club initiative, and the Minister hopes that this funding opportunity will 

be able to continue in future years. The purpose of Your School Your Club is to open 

up school sports facilities for community use outside of normal school hours.  

 

More generally, while the statutory responsibility for the provision of facilities for 

recreational, sport, physical and cultural activities in accordance with Article 10 of the 

Recreation and Youth Service (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 lies with the relevant 

local authority for each area, I understand that Sport NI, an arm’s length body of the 

Department for Communities, is undertaking an infrastructure review of sporting and 

physical activity facilities across Northern Ireland. When completed it is anticipated 

the results of this survey will be shared with Councils and the sports sector and may 

help identify areas where provision of facilities can be improved. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 
Jim Caldwell 
Head of Sports Branch 
 
 



Caxton House
Tothill Street
LONDON
SW1H 9DA

ministers@dwp.gov.uk

HM Treasury
1 Horse Guards Road
London
SW1A 2HQ

Councillor Eugene McConnell
Chair
Mid Ulster District Council
Burn Road
Cookstown
BT80 8DT

Your ref: C180.24     

Our ref: MC2024/95578

18 February 2025  

Dear Councillor McConnell,

Thank you for your letter of 30 September 2024 to the Prime Minister on 
behalf of Mid Ulster District Council regarding the decision to restrict Winter 
Fuel Payment eligibility. I am replying as the Minister for Pensions and I 
apologise for the delay.

In face of the substantial pressures faced by the public finances the UK 
Government has had to make hard choices to bring the public finances back 
under control, including changing eligibility for the Winter Fuel Payment so it is 
targeted on those pensioners who need it most. I am sure you understand that 
this decision was not taken lightly.

The Winter Fuel Payment is a devolved matter in Northern Ireland and its 
delivery and the eligibility criteria are the responsibility of the Department for 
Communities. The Northern Ireland Executive is responsible for balancing its 
own budget, and I recognise the Executive’s decision to maintain parity with 
the rest of the UK on this issue.

We will not be reversing the decision to means test Winter Fuel Payments - 
but the Government is resolutely focused on increasing Pension Credit take 
up to ensure those low-income pensioners eligible for Winter Fuel Payments 
continue to receive them.
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The UK Government is taking action to increase take-up in England, Scotland 
and Wales and claims have already significantly increased. In Northern 
Ireland, people can ensure they are receiving all the benefits they are entitled 
to by contacting the Northern Ireland Pension Centre’s Pension Credit 
Application Line or the ‘Make the Call’ Wraparound Service.

The Warm Home Discount scheme provides eligible low-income households 
across Great Britain with a £150 rebate on their electricity bill. This winter, we 
expect over three million households, including over one million pensioners, to 
benefit under the scheme. In Northern Ireland, the Affordable Warmth Scheme 
is available.

The UK Government’s Warm Homes Plan will also support investment in 
insulation and low carbon heating - upgrading millions of homes over this 
Parliament, protecting bill payers permanently and reducing fuel poverty. I 
know that my Department is already working with the Department for 
Communities in Northern Ireland on these devolved matters, and will continue 
to do so, taking account of the principle of parity in matters of social security.

The Government is absolutely committed to supporting pensioners and giving 
them the dignity and security they deserve in retirement which is why we have 
made a commitment to the Triple Lock for the entirety of this Parliament which 
will mean spending on people’s State Pensions is forecast to rise by over £31 
billion. Over the course of this Parliament, the yearly amount of the basic 
State Pension is forecast to increase by around £1,500. Protecting the Triple 
Lock even in the current economic climate shows our steadfast commitment to 
pensioners.

Yours sincerely,

Torsten Bell MP

Minister for Pensions



 

Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAO - Councillor Eugene McConnell  
 
Via email: Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org  
 

18 February 2025  
 

Dear Councillor McConnell 
 
Thank you for your correspondence regarding allocations to child sex offenders. At the 
outset, it is worth noting Article 50 of the Criminal Justice (N.I.) Order 2008 and the Housing 
Executive’s role within the Public Protection Arrangements Northern Ireland (PPANI).  Article 
50 of the Criminal Justice (N.I.) Order 2008 specifies the agencies which have a duty to co-
operate to ensure effective assessment and management of the risks posed by certain 
sexual and violent offenders.  
 
The Housing Executive is listed within this Article and we work closely with organisations 
such as the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI), Department of Justices, Department 
of Health Social Services and Public Safety, Probation Board for Northern Ireland (PBNI), 
Northern Ireland Prison Services and National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children (NSPCC) in ensuring the effective management of certain sexual and violent 
offenders, including those convicted or charged with the sexual abuse of children.   
A Memorandum of Co-operation between the agencies listed in the Criminal Justice (NI) 
Order 2008 exists and all agencies involved with the public protection arrangements are 
committed to:  
 

• Sharing relevant information and the development of good practice in relation to the 

assessment & management of the risk posed by offenders within the framework of 

the public protection arrangements; 

• The effective use of resources to manage the identified risks; and 

• Co-operating in order to sustain public confidence in the public protection 

arrangements. 

While the Public Protection Arrangements Northern Ireland provide a strategic framework 
that co-ordinates managing the concerns outlined in your correspondence, the operational 
management of allocations to those convicted or charged with the sexual abuse of children 
are governed by the Housing Selection Scheme. Rules 62 to Rule 67 of the Housing 
Selection Scheme allow for housing restrictions of accommodation to be applied in relation 
to those who have received a custodial sentence or a suspended sentence in respect of a 
sexual offence against a child or who have been charged with a relevant offence which could 
attract a custodial sentence. 
As part of the overall PPANI framework, and with regards to the rules of the Housing 
Selection Scheme, any allocations such as those outlined in your letter will subject to 
engagement between the Housing Executive and the Designated Risk Manager (DRM) from 
either the PSNI or PBNI. This engagement will involve the Housing Executive seeking 
confirmation on the suitability of the allocation from the DRM. As part of this process, a 

Appendix F

mailto:Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org


range of factors will be considered when assessing accommodation suitability with such 
factors including those outlined in your correspondence. On any occasion where there are 
concerns as to the suitability of accommodation, the DRM will advise the Housing Executive 
that the property is unsuitable and, an allocation will not be made and will instead be offered 
to the next highest pointed applicant. 
 
On behalf of the Housing Executive, I would like to outline our commitment to working with 
our partners in delivering the Public Protection Arrangements Northern Ireland, and trust that 
this response provides an overview of some of the robust procedures that are in place to 
manage risk for those subject to public protection arrangements.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs Jennifer Hawthorne 
Director of Housing Services  
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