
Friday, 20 June 2025

Dear Councillor

You are invited to attend a meeting of the Council to be held in The Chamber, 
Dungannon and by virtual means at Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon, 
BT71 6DT on Thursday, 26 June 2025 at 19:00 to transact the business noted 
below.

A link to join the meeting through the Council’s remote meeting platform will follow. 

Yours faithfully

Adrian McCreesh
Chief Executive  

AGENDA

OPEN BUSINESS
1. Notice of Recording

This meeting will be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast on the 
Council's You Tube site Live Broadcast Link

2. Apologies
3. Declarations of Interest

Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests they have in
the items of business for consideration, identifying the relevant agenda item 
and the nature of their interest.

4. Chair's Business

Matters for Decision
5. Council minutes of meeting held on 22 May 2025 5 - 24
6. Annual Council meeting minutes of meeting held on 2 June 

2025
25 - 42

7. Planning Committee minutes of meeting held on 3 June 
2025

43 - 68

8. Policy & Resources Committee minutes of meeting held on 
5 June 2025

69 - 74
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9. Environment Committee minutes of meeting held on 10 
June 2025

75 - 82

10. Development Committee minutes of meeting held on 12 
June 2025

83 - 104

Matters for Information

11. Correspondence Report 105 - 122
12. Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council 123 - 128

 
Notice of Motions
13. Councillor Groogan to move -

Mother and Baby Unit

That this Council recognises the importance for a regional 
Mother and Baby Unit in the north; accepts that this unit will
be specifically designed to support mothers with 
postpartum mental health issues which enables mothers to 
remain with their baby while accessing specialist inpatient 
care ; notes that giving birth for a mother should be one of 
the most fulfilling and joyous times in their life; further notes
that some mothers will experience serious mental health 
challenges after birth; affirms that mothers deserve access 
to specialist in-patient care that allows them to stay with 
their babies while receiving the support they need; 
acknowledges that we remain the only part of these islands
without a dedicated mother and baby unit; and calls on the 
Council to write to the Health Minister to provide an update 
on the current business case for this mother and baby unit; 
and further calls on the Council to ask the Health Minister 
to engage with this counterpart in the South of Ireland to 
ensure that services in the unit will be available to support 
mothers and babies throughout Ireland.

14. Councillor McLernon to move -
Early Diagnosis, Prevention and Treatment of 
Haemochromatosis
That this Council supports World Haemochromatosis 
Awareness Week that took place from 1st June to 7th June 
2025; recognises that Haemochromatosis is more common 
in Ireland that anywhere else in the world and that 1 in 83 
Irish people carry two copies of the HFE gene, and are pre-
disposed to develop iron overload and that 1 in 5 Irish 
people carry one copy of the gene and are said to be 
carriers; further recognises that early diagnosis is vital as 
without treatment Haemochromatosis can cause premature
death; and calls on this council to write to the Minister of 
Health to ask that he consider what action can be taken to 
ensure early diagnosis and prevention for the treatment of 
Hemochromatosis.
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Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the 
Local Government Act (NI) 2014. The public will be asked to withdraw from the 
meeting at this point.

Matters for Decision
15. Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 22 May 

2025
16. Planning Committee Confidential minutes of meeting held 

on 3 June 2025
17. Policy & Resources Committee confidential minutes of 

meeting held on 5 June 2025
18. Environment Committee confidential minutes of meeting 

held on 10 June 2025
19. Development Committee confidential minutes of meeting 

held on 12 June 2025
20. Audit Committee confidential minutes of meeting held on 17

June 2025
21. Document for Sealing: Deed of Surrender between the 

Trustees of Magherafelt Sky Blues FC and MUDC
22. Document for Sealing: Lease between MUDC and Trustees

of Magherafelt Sky Blues FC

Matters for Information
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1 – Council (22.05.25)

Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 22 May 
2025 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means

Chair Councillor McConnell (Chair)

Members Present Councillors Bell, J Buchanan, W  Buchanan, F Burton, J 
Burton, Cahoon, Carney*, Clarke*, Corry, Forde, Gildernew, 
Graham, Groogan, Kelly, Kerr, Martin, McAleer, McElvogue, 
McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McLernon, McNamee, D 
McPeake, S McPeake, McQuade*, Milne*, Molloy, Monteith, 
Mullin*, Quinn, Robinson, Totten*, Varsani and W ilson

Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive
Attendance Ms Campbell, Strategic Director Environment (SD: Env)

Mrs Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational 
Development Strategy and Performance (SD: ODSP)
Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement 
(HoSSE)
Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational 
Development Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP)
Mr Brown, ICT
Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance
** Denotes Officers present by remote means
*** Denotes Others present by remote means

The meeting commenced at 7 pm.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast. 

C091/25 Notice of Recording

Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent 
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site.

C092/25 Apologies

Councillors Black, Brown and Johnston
Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD:C&P)

C093/25 Declarations of Interest

The Chair, Councillor McConnell reminded Members of their responsibility regarding 
declarations of interest.
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2 – Council (22.05.25)

Councillor Robinson declared an interest in agenda item 17 – in relation to the 
A5W TC  

C094/25 Chair’s Business

The Chair Councillor McConnell in his opening remarks said, “It’s hard to believe that
this will be my last full Council meeting. Just a few things to mention this evening.  I 
wanted to draw your attention to the work just started on the Cookstown Place 
Shaping Plan – it will provide the opportunity for those who live, work, invest and visit
Cookstown to be involved in developing a plan which will strive to ensure Cookstown
remains vibrant over the next fifteen years. Partnership working with key 
stakeholders will be vital in identifying key initiatives for the final Plan. I encourage all
those with an interest in Cookstown to become involved and attend future 
workshops. There is an online survey that can be found on the Council’s website and
on social media so it’s a great opportunity for everyone to have their say. 
Speaking of Cookstown, I want to congratulate all the staff and those involved in 
making sure that the Cookstown Continental Market was delivered so successfully a 
few weekends ago. The sun shone, the music and entertainment were great and the 
atmosphere wonderful. I know the Council’s events team will be looking forward to 
the next event this weekend, the Coalisland Summer Bash, though it remains to be 
seen whether the weather will be just as nice. 

Before I finish, it would be remiss of me not to mention the amazing achievement of 
Dungannon Swifts. Their historic win of the Clearer W ater Irish Cup is such an 
important achievement for not only the club, but for Dungannon as a whole, their 
success has lifted spirits and created immense pride in our town. Of course, the club 
were already on to a winner with the support of the wonderful Philomena Begley – 
they couldn’t fail with that soundtrack.  W e wish them every continued success in 
their forthcoming European Conference League endeavours.  That concludes my 
remarks for this evening so on to business.”

The Chair, Councillor McConnell said he would send letters of congratulations to the 
persons/groups on achievements brought to his attention as follows Councillor 
W ilson - Dungannon Swifts Chair's Reception and also Cookstown Hockey Club 
winning Premier League;  Councillor Kerr, Naomh Colm Cille Hurlers;  Councillor 
McFlynn Johnathon Anderson Dior Designer and Johann Muldoon W omen in 
Business Award; Councillor S McPeake - Derry Hurlers Christy Ring Cup Final; and 
Councillor McNamee Cookstown Boxing clubs Tom Coyle who won Championship.  
He concluded by thanking Members for bringing the aforementioned achievements 
to his attention. 

Matters for Decision

C095/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 
Business” at the Council Meeting held on 25 April 2025

Councillor Molloy said he wished to raise a point of accuracy and drew attention to 
page 18 of the council minutes of meeting held on April 24 April 2025 when 
Councillor McLean followed by Councillor W ilson had spoken on matters concerning 
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3 – Council (22.05.25)

the recent Easter commemorations.  Having reflected on the comments made he 
said he was disappointed, bemused and dismayed.  He said he was bemused as he 
personally had always attended Easter commemorations and had done so last year 
when he held the position of Chair of Council, and it had been on social media.  He 
said he was bemused that in 11 years there had not been a peep of objection until 
last month.  Councillor Molloy said that the comments and inaccurate reporting 
showed disrespect to Irish Republicans, that the Easter Rising Commemorations 
was led by the Irish state and that Remembrance of any nature should be a 
respectful process.  The Councillor reminded the meeting that he was on record for 
condemning disrespectful vandalism to war memorials.  He said that the loyalist 
community can remember their dead and that Irish Republicans should be afforded 
the same opportunity to honour their dead.  He concluded that the comments did not 
relate to attendance at events but that the tail was wagging the dog and there was a 
traditional unionist voice snapping in the background.

Councillor McLernon drew attention to C072/25 in relation to W oodlawn House and 
sought an update.  

In response the AD: Organisational Development Strategy and Performance said 
Council had contacted staff at W oodlawn House and their employers Southern 
Health & Social Care Trust and are awaiting response.

Councillor McElvogue drew attention to C080/25 in relation to Northway Mushrooms 
and said he had requested costs incurred to date but had received no update.  He 
stated that people are suffering daily.  

In response the Chief Executive said that if Councillor McElvogue was referring to 
costs incurred by Council he would follow up on the request post meeting. 

Councillor Kerr stated he had submitted an item under Chair’s business within the 
designated time frame of 72 hours but had not been afforded the opportunity to 
speak on the matter.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell apologised. 

Councillor Kerr drew attention to C072/25 and acknowledged the response received 
to Councils letter dated 7 May 2025.  He said he was not content with the response 
and proposed that Council seek a meeting with the Education Authority to discuss 
school places.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred.

Resolved That Council seek meeting with the Education Authority to discuss loss 
of funding in relation to pre-school places.

Councillor McLean drew attention to Councillor Molloy’s comments regarding an 
inaccuracy in the minutes and said the Councillor had not raised an inaccuracy that 
the minute had been accurate and the point he had made was that the Chair of the 
Council is supposed to be impartial and that is the clarity.
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4 – Council (22.05.25)

Councillor Kerr spoke of poor phone signals in his Torrent DEA particularly in Killen 
and Carland and proposed that Council host a meeting with major telephone 
networks to see what can be done to resolve the situation.  

The Chief Executive said that if the Member was content a meeting could be 
organised with all Members to discuss issues across the district.

Councillor Kerr stated he was content.

Proposed by Councillor Kerr
Seconded by Councillor McElvogue and

Resolved That Council to seek meeting with major Telephone networks to 
discuss black spots in Mid Ulster

Councillor S McPeake said that the matter should be considered through the Broad 
Band W orking Group as there is a plethora of issues similar to that raised. 

Proposed by Councillor Molloy
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and 

Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 25 April 2025 
(C069/25 – C082/25 and C090/25) transacted in Open Business having
been printed and circulated were considered and adopted.

Declaration of Interest

Councillor J Burton declared an interest in LA09/2024/1103/O - Renewal of outline 
permission LA09/2021/1131/O (revised land ownership certificate) to the rear of 5 
Ballynorthland Demesne, Moy Road, Dungannon for Mr Keith Burgess

C096/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 
Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 6 May 2025

Proposed by Councillor Robinson 
Seconded by Councillor Graham and 

Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 6 May 
2025 (P052/25 – P059/25 and P064/25) transacted in Open Business 
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted.

C097/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 8
May 2025

Councillor Gildernew requested an amendment to Minute PR091/25 Update Report 
on Constitutional Change on page 6 whereby in first paragraph the word weeks 
should be amended to months.
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5 – Council (22.05.25)

Councillor McLean drew attention to PR97/25 Update Report on Constitutional 
Change and asked that it be put on record that the DUP object to the matter.

Proposed by Councillor Gildernew
Seconded by Councillor Corry and

Resolved That, subject to the foregoing the Minutes of the Policy & Resources 
Committee held on Thursday 8 May 2025 (PR082/25 – PR094/25 and 
PR102/25) transacted in Open Business having been printed and 
circulated were considered and adopted.

C098/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 13 May 
2025

Councillor Kerr drew attention to comments made at E097/25 in relation to 
Department for Infrastructure response times, and said that he supported the 
comments made and highlighted that the adoption of roads in Coalisland had been 
impacted and he would like the meeting as soon as possible as other projects may 
be delayed as a result.  

Proposed by Councillor McAleer 
Seconded by Councillor McNamee and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 13 
May 2025 (E094/25 –E108/25 and E115/25) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted.

C099/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 
Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 15 May 
April 2025

Councillor Monteith drew attention to D080/25 Development Report – Cappagh 
Regeneration Report.  He highlighted that Altmore Forest is still blocked by branches
following recent storms and requested that Council put pressure on Forest Service to
have the area cleared.  

Councillor F Burton drew attention to D078/25 in relation to comments about Council 
posting on social media outlets comments as to the careful disposal of litter, 
cigarettes and barbeques in the countryside and forest areas.  She sought 
assurance that this would be carried out.  

Proposed by Councillor McLernon
Seconded by Councillor Corry and 

Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Thursday 15 
May 2025 (D075/25 – D090/25 and D096/25) transacted in Open 
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6 – Council (22.05.25)

Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted.

C100/25 Conferences, Seminars and Training 

The HoSS&E sought approval for the previously circulated report on conferences, 
seminars and training as outlined in Appendix A and B of the report.

Proposed by Councillor McNamee
Seconded by Councillor Molloy and

Resolved That approval be given to submitted requests for conferences, 
seminars and training as outlined at Appendix A and B to the report.

C101/25  Peace Plus Programme: Delegated Authority Request

The Chief Executive sought approval for delegated authority from Council to allow 
Development Committee to deal with (i) PEACEPLUS letter of offer from the SEUPB 
and (ii) PEACEPLUS tender recommendations at their June meeting. Delegated 
authority is required due to time pressures relating to the tender validity period.

Proposed by Councillor S McPeake
Seconded by Councillor W ilson and

Resolved To approve delegated authority to the June Development Committee in
respect of the following matters:

(i) To consider and agree decision relating to the PeacePlus Letter of
Offer for the Mid Ulster Local Authority Action Plan;

(ii) To consider and agree decision relating to the 8 PeacePlus 
tenders

Matters for Information

C102/25 Correspondence 

Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council.

Councillor Quinn referred to items of correspondence received from Newry Mourne 
and Down District Council and Department of Education relating to the recent motion
carried by Council regarding safety of school buses.  He welcomed the support for 
the motion and spoke of the Minister’s signage launch which highlights the dangers 
in passing school buses.  He said whilst laws won’t change overnight positive steps 
were being taken and there was good momentum with all parties working together.

Councillor Quinn referred to the response received from Department of Communities
regarding the motion carried by Council highlighting the longstanding imbalances of 
distribution arts funding with 71%  being allocated to the Belfast area.  He said the 
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7 – Council (22.05.25)

response acknowledged the motion, recognises rural needs but there was no actual 
commitment to change the system.  Highlighting that the motion called for action and
fairness he said that the new policy may be promising but doesn’t address the 
immediate issues and imbalances.  Councillor Quinn concluded that local groups 
and individuals had made great progress in the arts, but fair and equitable 
distribution of arts funding was required and not just to those within the Belfast post 
code.  

Councillor Monteith referred to the response from the Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive regarding the allocation of housing to sex offenders.  He said the response
outlined broad parameters, but the issue was that clarity was being sought on what 
was deemed suitable and what was not.  He mentioned rule 64 and said there are 
well documented cases of sex offenders housed in blocks of flats next to families 
thus to physically separate was not the reality.  Councillor Monteith highlighted that 
there was no reference to locality so sex offenders could be allocated housing 
beside schools, sports clubs and proposed that Council seek a meeting with NIHE 
local representatives to discuss the criteria and areas considered appropriate for 
allocation of housing to sex offenders. 

Proposed by Councillor Monteith
Seconded by Councillor Kerr

Resolved That Council seek a meeting with NIHE Regional Office to discuss what
areas in Mid Ulster District Council area are deemed suitable to 
housing those individuals who are on the sex offenders register.  (All 
Members)

Declaration of Interest

Councillor Varsani declared an interest as a member of the Board of the Northern 
Ireland Housing Executive.

Councillor Varsani said she had spent a long time in education and said she would 
urge both families and the public not to focus on where housing is allocated but the 
place where the real danger exists and that is more often in a child’s own home.  She
said to focus on housing may remove the reality as it is statistically known that 
children are in danger more often in their own home from either relatives or friends 
than from strangers. 

Councillor Varsani thanked the British Government for their response on to the 
response received from the British Government regarding the situation in Palestine, 
Gaza and the W est Bank.  She said the response did refer to some of the concerns 
raised and welcomed that things had moved on and that they were now looking at a 
trade agreement whilst it was long overdue and at least there was movement.  Both 
court systems in the UK and The Hague should make accommodation for actions to 
be addressed as some supplied literally millions of bullets to be used. 

C103/25 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council
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8 – Council (22.05.25)

Members noted update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council.

C104/25 Rural Needs Update and Annual Progress Return to DEARA
for 2024/25

Members noted update on the Council’s implementation of the Rural Needs Act NI 
(2016) and to set out Mid Ulster District Council’s Annual Progress Report to DAERA
in relation to the period 2024-25.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell said the case detailed in the report had been a very
important victory. 

C105/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Quinn to move – 

Councillor Quinn proposed the motion.

“This Council supports the extension of voting rights in Irish Presidential elections to 
all Irish citizens living on the island of Ireland, including those in the North.  W e 
believe that all citizens should have a say in choosing their President, regardless of 
where they live on the island.  In 2013, Ireland's Constitutional Convention 
recommended this reform, and a referendum was scheduled for 2019. That 
referendum was later postponed and has yet to be rescheduled. This Council will 
write to the Taoiseach and the Irish Government, calling for it to honour its previous 
commitment to holding a referendum on this important democratic issue.

Councillor McFlynn seconded the motion. 

Councillor Quinn speaking on the motion said, Chair, tonight I bring forward a motion
that we’ve discussed before a motion that another Torrent councillor once brought to 
this chamber but a motion that, despite promises, has still not been fulfilled.  It’s 
rooted in a simple idea: that Irish citizens in the North should have the same 
democratic rights as those living anywhere else on this island.  This was actually the 
first political campaign I ever got involved in when I joined the SDLP in 2007. And 
nearly two decades on, we are still waiting for something that should have been 
delivered long ago, the right to vote for our President.

W e are Irish citizens.  That’s not up for debate it’s recognised in both the Constitution
and the Good Friday Agreement.  Yet when it comes to choosing our Head of State, 
we’re locked out of the process.  Now I recognise not everyone in this chamber may 
identify as an Irish citizen. But many of us do.  And to us, the President of Ireland is 
our Head of State a figure who represents our identity, our citizenship, and our 
values on the global stage.  Let’s look at the reality:  Mary McAleese, born in Belfast 
became President, but couldn’t vote for herself.  Mary Robinson visited Coalisland 
during her presidency, standing with our community.  The late Austin Currie, born 
just a stone’s throw from this building ran for President, and couldn’t cast a vote.  
Martin McGuinness, an MP for Mid Ulster ran for President and also couldn’t vote for
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himself.  And of course, Michael D. Higgins recently visited the Seamus Heaney 
Centre representing all Irish citizens yet elected by only some.

These are not fringe cases these are people who helped shape Irish political life. 
They were qualified to lead the nation but not allowed to take part in choosing who 
leads it.  This motion isn’t about changing the Constitution or making any legal leap 
it’s about the Irish Government following through on a promise made in 2013 when 
the Constitutional Convention recommended a referendum.  That referendum was 
scheduled for 2019. It was postponed. It hasn’t been rescheduled. And it hasn’t been
forgotten by those of us still waiting.

Let’s also be clear: over 100 countries across the world give their citizens a vote in 
presidential elections, even when they’re living abroad never mind just a few miles 
across a border on the same island.  W e’ve heard all the excuses: It’s complicated. 
It’s sensitive. It’s not the right time.  But none of those excuses hold up anymore.  
This is about democratic inclusion. This is about recognising citizenship with the 
dignity it deserves.

So tonight, I’m asking this Council to stand in support of a very basic right: That Irish 
citizens living on this island no matter the county should have a voice in choosing our
President.  It’s time to close the gap. It’s time to honour our rights. It’s time for One 
Island, One Vote.”

Councillor McLernon proposed an amendment, to add after the second sentence, 
Notes that Irish citizens living in the north can stand for, and be elected as, President
of Ireland but cannot vote in presidential elections.”

Councillor Corry seconded the amendment.

Speaking on the amendment, Councillor McLernon said, “I propose to add this 
amendment to the motion tonight, to furthermore demonstrate how ludicrous the 
situation is, that as an Irish Citizen, who lives on the island of Ireland, can stand as a 
candidate in the Presidential Election but cannot in fact vote in it.

Sinn Féin has been campaigning on this issue for over 20 years. W e currently have 
a bill going through the Oireachtas, which is now at committee stage. Last month my 
party in the Assembly tabled a motion calling for presidential voting rights to be 
extended to Irish citizens in the north, which successfully passed.  I speak here 
tonight in support of this motion – and I ask everyone here tonight to do likewise 
regardless of our different political outlook. Rights are not exclusive and increasing 
rights for one group does not mean that anybody else has less access to rights.  
Even if it is something that you do not feel that you are going to have any interest in 
and you do not feel that you will ever want to vote in an Irish presidential election, 
allowing others to do so does not affect you negatively. You never know at some 
point, you might see a candidate that changes your mind, gives you an interest and 
makes you want to get involved.

It is now time that the Irish Government resolve this democratic deficit and set the 
date for a referendum on allowing Irish citizens here to vote in a presidential election.
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The Good Friday Agreement set a very clear formalised arrangement whereby, in 
the North of Ireland, you can be Irish, British, both or neither.  All those options are 
open to all of us, and they are all totally acceptable.

I am an Irish citizen living on the island of Ireland, and I would like to vote for the Irish
President – a right that was formalised in the Good Friday Agreement.  Twenty 
seven years later, Irish Citizens here in the north do not have the same rights as 
those who live across the border.  In 2013 the Constitutional Convention in Dublin 
voted overwhelmingly indeed by a margin of 78% , in support of extending the 
franchise to Irish citizens living in the north and abroad.  In 2017 the Irish 
government agreed to a referendum to amend Article 12 of the Irish Constitution to 
meet its obligation, but no progress has been made on that commitment. Notably the
programme for government of 2020 contained a pledge to extend presidential voting 
rights to Irish citizens in the north and beyond. Yet nothing has been done.

So here we are in 2025, with a Presidential election on the horizon and despite years
of promises and commitments from Dublin governments, we are no further forward.
Irish citizens in the north of Ireland are still marginalised from participation in the 
democratic process to elect the Irish head of state.  Irish citizens living in the north of
Ireland should have the right to have a say in the future role & influence of the Irish 
presidency.  Our rights as full Irish citizens are fully guaranteed in the Good Friday 
Agreement and in the Irish Constitution.  But these rights are not being engaged. 
This unacceptable democratic deficit should end.  This Irish government must act 
now. There is no excuse for continued evasiveness or delay.  The rights of Irish 
citizens in the north to vote in the next Irish Presidential election must be progressed 
and delivered. I hope tonight that this council will endorse this call with one voice, 
based on mutual respect & parity of esteem with all of us who share the Irish national
identity in the north of Ireland. 

The Chair, Councillor McConnell asked if Councillor Quinn accepted the 
amendment.

Councillor Quinn responded yes.

Councillor W ilson said that the motion was more political than most, but it was his 
belief that the motion had nothing to do with Northern Ireland, and it was a matter for 
the Irish Government and the UUP would not support it.  

Councillor McLean said, “W hilst we respect the right of those in the Irish Republic to 
elect their own President, the DUP firmly opposes the extension of such voting rights
to residents of Northern Ireland. Such a step would undermine Northern Ireland’s 
constitutional status within the United Kingdom.   Let us be very clear about this, the 
Irish President has absolutely no constitutional role or authority in Northern Ireland, 
which remains firmly and democratically part of the United Kingdom.  The Belfast 
Agreement enshrines the consent principle that Northern Ireland remains part of the 
UK unless and until a majority votes otherwise.  As unionists, we are opposed to any
arrangements that countenance a creeping of territory by the Irish state into UK 
sovereign affairs.  It remains the case that extension of such a vote implies a dual 
political identity and dual allegiance, when it is neither sought nor claimed.  It would 
further be absurd for any country to enter arrangements that allow those with no 
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practical connection to the Irish Republic to effectively determine the outcome of an 
election despite not having to bear the consequences of that decisions themselves. 

Ultimately, everyone in Northern Ireland should be free to express their national and 
cultural identities. Every tradition should be respected but within a constitutional 
framework that clearly upholds Northern Ireland’s place in the United Kingdom.”

Councillor Monteith said he broadly supported the motion, and the matter had been 
raised before.  He said he did not wish to nitpick, but the distinction needed to be 
made that if the motion goes forward it will only pertain to Irish passport holders, but 
many Irish citizens did not hold a passport.  He said this should not be the case in 
the North, the distinction needed to be clear, and he had no faith that the Southern 
administration would deliver.  Councillor Monteith said that his aspirations of the six 
counties is to not only vote for a president but also for the Irish government.  He 
concluded one Ireland one vote.

Councillor Kerr said he broadly supported the motion and said that people are 
denied the vote due to partitioning, it was a denial of democracy and other countries 
allowed their citizens a vote.  He concurred with Councillor Monteith’s comments and
said it should be a 32-county referendum, and he looked forward to the day when the
six counties would be free from an alien government. 

Councillor McAleer referred to a point made by Councillor McLean regarding a 
breach of UK sovereignty and highlighted that Polish Citizens voted for a Polish 
President in Belfast in 2010, thus his comments are somewhat absurd.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell put the motion to vote

FOR 26 
AGAINST 11

The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the motion carried.

Councillor Quinn thanked all who voted on the motion stating the outcome of the 
vote was predictable.  He said he had listened to Councillor McLean’s comments 
and said that thousands had voted in the USA elections.  Councillor Quinn 
concluded that he looked forward to the day he could vote for an Irish President and 
it was time for the Dublin government to do the right thing and give people in the 
North the vote.

C106/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Clarke to move – 

Councillor Clarke speaking on the motion said: That this Council notes the 
importance of farmers and rural dwellers to our society; Recognises that farmers, 
agricultural workers and people living in rural communities can have lower access to 
cancer services due to the nature of their work and often living in isolated areas. W e 
also recognise the impact that a cancer diagnosis can have on a family business 
such as a family farm, including housing, the extended family, and the welfare of 
livestock; Endorses the "Nip It In The Bud" campaign delivered by the Farming 
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Community Network in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support and 
acknowledges the benefits to the rural community. Pledges to do all we can, to raise 
awareness and save lives, particularly using our social media platforms, to help
rural dwellers in this Council area be aware of the symptoms of cancer and to seek 
immediate medical advice, if necessary, as evidence demonstrates that early
diagnosis and treatment can save lives.

Councillors Kerr, Bell and Quinn left the meeting.

Councillor Kelly seconded the motion 

Councillor Clarke said, “Research indicates that people living in rural communities 
often present with more advanced cancer when they are diagnosed and are 5%  less 
likely to survive than those living in an urban environment.   
 
Approximately 36%  of Northern Ireland’s population lives in a rural area, and this can
create unique challenges for accessing services and support. Farmers and people 
living in rural communities are being urged to ‘Nip it in the Bud’ and be aware of 
symptoms and if necessary, get checked for early signs of cancer - as part of a new 
campaign by The Farming Community Network (FCN).  The evidence in the North of 
Ireland is anecdotal; however, there is a firm belief amongst clinicians who are 
increasingly concerned, that farmers in particular are hesitant to contact their doctor 
until the late development of the disease the outcome of which is then generally less 
than positive.  
 
Farmers, farm workers and people living in rural communities can have lower access
to cancer services and support due to the nature of their work and rural life, often in 
isolated areas; with migrant workers facing additional barriers when accessing 
cancer care.  Farmers when asked would highlight difficulties in accessing their GP 
services and other farming challenges as the main barriers.  The Minister of Health 
recognise inequalities in diagnosis and treatment and has included addressing the 
imbalances as a priority.  Research has been commissioned with the NI Cancer 
Registry to identify the barriers and constraints.  Early diagnosis saves lives 
therefore it is essential that we encourage farmers who face many challenges and 
stressful situations to put their health first and your influence and support would 
serve to help us achieve this objective which will undoubtedly save lives.  A prime 
example is that of bowel cancer which if diagnosed at stage 1 there is a 98%  of 
survival in comparison to stage 4 which reduces to an 8%  chance of survival. 

To address this issue and save lives, The Farming Community Network (FCN) is 
working in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support to raise awareness of cancer 
risks, signs and symptoms, and to encourage early detection in farming and rural 
communities through delivery of our ‘Nip it in the Bud’ campaign.  The ‘Nip it in the 
Bud’ campaign provides a range of useful resources for agri-businesses, colleges, 
community groups, businesses, employers and others to download or circulate some
focused on specific cancers that farmers in particular can be more at-risk of 
developing, such as skin cancer, prostate cancer or lung cancer. It is commonly 
known that farmers don’t visit their GP promptly, often presenting at much later 
stages of disease. This paired with barriers unique to rural communities, such as 
service provision, transport, travel time and costs etc. can have a significant impact 

Page 16 of 128



13 – Council (22.05.25)

on farms, farming families and rural communities.   This impact is further felt for our 
migrant workers in our rural communities, who often face complex cancer treatment 
and information, in their second language. 
 
The campaign is scheduled to continue for another year.  The team in the North is 
headed up by Caitriona Crawford who is a qualified radiographer supported by 
George Doherty who has life experience of cancer having been diagnosed with 
bowel cancer on three separate occasions.  I formally propose the motion.”
 
Councillor Kelly thanked Councillor Clarke from bringing the motion and said he 
understood only too well the pressure farmers are under.  He said as a farmer he 
knew that many prioritise the farm over health, please do not ignore any indication 
that health is not good, get yourself sorted as we all know the earlier cancer is 
caught the better the outcome.  

Councillor Robinson said he was happy to support the motion and said, Farming is a 
challenging sector for everyone engaged in it and the nature of the work brings 
challenges.  Farmers work long hours in tough conditions, and we know that many 
will prioritise work over their own health.  The sooner people can access cancer 
information, advice and support, the sooner they can start their journey to recovery 
and remission.  This campaign will help with early intervention and support those 
living with cancer in our rural community.  The partnership approach between 
Macmillan and the Farming community Network will help reach people.  It is 
important that we support his campaign and encourage greater awareness for those 
facing cancer.  The DUP support the motion.

Councillor J Burton added his support to the motion and also highlighted the work of 
the family health check van.

Councillor McFlynn said the SDLP would support the motion and acknowledge the 
work of farmers who were the backbone of the community.  She spoke of the 
challenges faced by rural areas, both emotionally and practically and said that the 
campaign was both practical and compassionate.

Councillor Graham said that the UUP supported the motion and thanked Councillor 
Clarke for bringing it forward.  She concurred farmers were the backbone of the 
community and do not have the same access as urban dwellers and she was happy 
to support the motion.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell said as all were in favour of the motion, he declared
it carried.  

C107/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Burton to move – 

Councillor Burton proposed the motion 

This Council supports the A5W TC but notes with serious concern the ongoing issues
surrounding the vesting Page 2 of 190 process for the A5W TC. In particular, the 
Council recognises the hardship and distress caused to people whose property has 
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been vested but who, more than five months later, have not received any 
compensation.  This situation is manifestly unfair. The failure to provide timely 
compensation following the compulsory acquisition of their property and is a breach 
of natural justice and places unnecessary financial and emotional strain on 
individuals,families, and businesses.

Therefore, this Council:

(i)   W ill write to the Finance Minister about the failure to compensate those 
affected by the A5 vesting process in a timely manner;

(ii)  Calls on the DAERA, Finance and Infrastructure Ministers to urgently ensure 
that all property owners are compensated in a timely manner;

(iii) Requests that the Minister for Finance provide a detailed update to the 
Council on the expected timeline for full compensation to be delivered;

(iv) Agrees to write to the relevant Committee in the Northern Ireland Assembly, 
seeking their intervention and oversight on this matter.

(v)  Asks the DAERA and Infrastructure Ministers to ensure that where buildings 
are removed by vesting, business owners are provided with a replacement 
which ensures their business is no worse off.

This Council stands in solidarity with those impacted and reaffirms its commitment to
supporting constituents whose rights and livelihoods are being impacted by this 
flawed process.

Councillor W  Buchanan seconded the motion.

Councillor F Burton speaking on the motion said, “Before I speak to the substance of
this motion, I want to begin by acknowledging and remembering all those who 
tragically lost their lives on the A5. I know it dates back over many years and from all
sides of this chamber. I think of my former colleague in Clogher Valley Cllr W ills 
Robinson, who lost his eldest brother on the A5 in January 1972.  The pain and loss 
felt by their families, friends, and the wider community is immeasurable and 
enduring. W e must never forget the devastating impact of road fatalities, and that 
must always guide our work in improving road safety. W e recognise the need for 
safer roads and improved infrastructure.  However, we must also be honest about 
the serious issues that have emerged as part of the process of delivering this project.

Today, I speak on behalf of those whose land has been vested, taken under 
compulsory purchase, but who, more than five months later, have not received a 
single penny in compensation. And it is causing real, measurable financial and 
emotional harm to families and businesses across our district.  Many of the families 
affected are from farming communities that have lived and worked on their land for 
generations. These are not just fields or plots on a map.  To have that land taken in a
cold business fashion is not how we in this part of the world treat each other. There 
has been very little respect.  There has been no compensation, and no respect for 
the lifetime of work that has gone into the land over the years.  It is a trauma that is 
hard to put into words.  Many more live under daily mental strain, not knowing what 
the future holds.
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In some cases, property has been fenced off, bulldozed, or cleared, removing trees 
and hedgerows, while families wait, powerless and voiceless and without any agreed
compensation. And because the land is no longer under their control, they cannot 
include it in their single farm payment claims.   That’s a double blow.  And to add 
insult to injury, the compensation being offered, where it has been offered at all, is 
woefully out of step with today’s market.   Speaking to farmers offered just over 
£13,000 per acre for land that should fetch far more in the current market. In 
contrast, during the A4 dualling project back in 2010, payments ranged from £11,000
to £28,000 per acre, fifteen years ago. This is not fairness, it is devaluation of 
people’s livelihoods.

W hat’s more, there has been no proper support for farm businesses who now need 
to rebuild.  Neither the Department of Agriculture nor Infrastructure has brought 
forward any clear or expedited planning framework to allow these families to recover.
There are serious concerns about how the ammonia strategy and planning policies 
will affect the ability to replace vital farm sheds. There is no clarity, no guidance, and 
no urgency from DAERA.  This entire process has been defined by confusion, 
silence, and finger-pointing between Departments. Finance blames Infrastructure. 
Infrastructure blames Agriculture. Agriculture stays silent. And the people at the 
heart of this, our constituents, suffer the consequences.  Council must demand 
better.  These are not numbers in a spreadsheet. These are families.  These are 
workers.  These are people whose livelihoods are being trampled by a system that 
lacks urgency, transparency, and compassion.  The principle of the motion is about 
the vesting process.  The rural communities impacted by this flawed vesting process 
deserve our voice, our support, and above all, our action.  I urge you to support this 
motion.”

Councillor Gildernew thanked the Chair for the opportunity to speak and said, W e all 
know I have spoken in this Chamber on many occasions regarding the A5 Road.  As 
we are aware there is a current court case ongoing, and I do not wish to say 
anything which may prejudice that process.  Too many people have lost their lives on
the A5, and too many families have been devastated, by the impacts of losing loved 
ones on the road and by the results of life changing injuries because of the road. 

And at this point, I would like to send my condolences to all these families. Every life 
lost on the A5 is a tragedy and since the initial announcement of the scheme back in 
2007, 57 people have lost their lives.  The A5 is rightly described as the most 
dangerous road in Ireland and with every day that this project is delayed, we risk 
further loss of life and injury.

Minister Kimmins as recently as last Tuesday the 13th of May has confirmed her 
commitment to the delivery of the A5 Project and her commitment to getting the road
built at the earliest possible stage.  W e must see the A5 built to improve safety and 
save lives. The A5 will be transformative, and it will address the regional imbalance 
of investment in our roads, and it will boost economic growth and business 
development as well as increasing accessibility and improved access to health, 
social and educational facilities. 

The Minister has committed to ensuring all landowners are treated fairly, equally and 
with respect and has re-iterated that no landowner should be worse off than they 
were prior to the commencement of the scheme, with all impacts mitigated or 
compensated for. W e welcome this commitment and believe this addresses the 
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concern outlined in the motion before us.  I would encourage landowners, through 
their agents, to engage with the Department for Infrastructure and LPS Officials to 
initiate dialogue to determine the value of land and compensation rates.  I appreciate
the frustrations of, some, of the people who will be directly impacted by this project, 
and it is undeniable that there will be an impact on farmers and people who live 
along the route. I urge the Minister and, indeed, all in government to do all that they 
can to mitigate the impact on those people. However, there must be no further delay 
in moving the project to the construction phase.  Indeed, the reality is that 
preparatory works have already commenced on lands which have been successfully 
vested.  I would also like to raise the impact that the current situation has on the 
residents of Aughnacloy, in my constituency. The current A5 runs right through the 
middle of the village making it almost impossible to cross the road safely, due to the 
volume of traffic as well as the width of the road. The longer the delays and the 
objections to the new A5 continue, the more risk there is to the people in my 
constituency and along the entire length of the current A5.

I would also like to thank the ‘Enough is Enough’ group for their tireless and effective 
campaigning over the last number of years.  As with any major infrastructure project 
it is only right that local people are consulted, and their concerns heard.  Every 
legitimate concern has been heard, and every effort has been made to address them
over the past 18 years since this project was first announced.  The western transport
corridor, including the N2 and the Donegal Ten T roads are too important to this 
island and to the families who have lost everything and who still grieve the loss of 
their loved ones to be delayed any further.

However, this motion asks for things which are beyond this Council’s legislative 
powers and may have the effect of further delaying the commencement of the 
construction of the A5 and for these reasons our party will not be supporting this 
motion tonight.  Go raibh maith agat”

Councillor W ilson said, I would like to acknowledge the death of everyone killed on 
this road.  W e are united in recognising that an A5 upgrade is vital. A road upgrade 
can deliver real benefits, particularly given the number of deaths that have occurred 
on this road 

However, progress does not excuse injustice, and what we are witnessing through 
the A5 vesting process is not just inefficient- it is fundamentally unfair.  Farm 
businesses, and homes have been vested - taken - by the departments. Yet months 
later, many of these people have received little to no compensation. Indeed, I'm 
reluctant to call it compensation, it is the rightful valuation of their land.  I'm informed 
that when their land was vested the farmers didn't even have an initial valuation, let 
along an agreed price.  How would anyone like their business vehicle confiscated by 
government, told they'll be paid for it sometime, not knowing what value they would 
get for it and the government using it for their own business purposes.  Five months 
or more without payment.  Five months without clarity.  Five months with livelihoods 
in limbo.  That is not a delay, it is a dereliction of duty. At a time when our agriculture 
sector is in a realm of uncertainty due to post Brexit trading arrangements, these 
farmers have already have enough to be anxious about, without this.

This is not just a matter of money, it is a matter of natural justice.  W hen the state 
compulsorily acquires land, it has a legal and moral obligation to ensure 
compensation is timely, fair, and sufficient to restore that individual to the position 
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they were in before.  To fail to do so is to penalise people for the state's own 
development.  Many of these landowners are not multi-nationals.  They are family 
farmers, local businesspeople, rural homeowners. The lack of compensation places 
unnecessary emotional and financial strain on these individuals, stress that affects 
mental health, marriages, and the sustainability of businesses already under 
pressure.  W e are aware that on other road schemes some farmers and landowners 
have been waiting approximately six years without receiving payment for their land.  I
can totally understand why affected farmers and landowners have taken a legal 
challenge to the project.  

Let us not forget that in some cases, the vesting process has not just taken land -it 
has removed buildings: sheds, milking parlours, storage units, access routes. Under 
current conditions especially with DAERA's ammonia related planning backlog many 
cannot even get permission to replace what was taken.  So, businesses are not just 
out of pocket they are no longer operational in the way they once were. W ithout 
functional replacement buildings, many of these business owners are worse off-
materially, financially, and structurally.  W hat does this mean,  less capital flowing 
back into the local economy, which in turn leads to less spending power by these 
farmers when buying from suppliers. 

This disruption is not limited to these farmers but instead implicates the wider 
agricultural economy, and it is our duty to ensure that these farmers are equitably 
represented and treated fairly.  The situation is worsened by the planning chaos at 
DAERA, particularly on ammonia-sensitive applications.  Farmers affected by the A5 
project can't even build like for like replacements, because of bureaucratic delays 
and environmental modelling backlogs.  These are not speculative developments, 
they are critical infrastructure for existing, legitimate, long-standing farm businesses. 
Add to this the new Nitrates Action Programme requirements, where farmers may 
need up to 50%  more land to remain compliant, and the picture gets darker.  The 
same state that is tightening the regulatory screw is also taking land away without 
adequate support or adjustment.  That's not joined-up government-that's policy 
hypocrisy.  

The Council's role is to stand up for its ratepayers especially when they are being 
trampled by systems larger than themselves.  W e must send a clear message: that 
we stand in solidarity with those impacted, and we reaffirm our belief that no person 
should be made worse off by state development.  Let us provide an A5 upgrade but 
let us do it with fairness. with dignity, and with respect for every farm, home, and 
business it touches.  If there is no agreement with the farmers and landowners, the 
process should be stopped until significant progress is made.”

Councillor Quinn reflecting on comments made by Councillors F Burton and W ilson 
said he agreed with many points but the number of deaths on the road deems it the 
most dangerous road.  He said Council time and again has shown support for the 
upgrade of the road but if the motion was to go through the process may well be 
delayed.  Councillor Quinn concurred with Councillor W ilson’s comments in relation 
to injustice to landowners, but the ultimate priority is to get the road finished and the 
motion would delay the project.  He concluded that he sympathised with the 
landowners, but the road had to be the priority.

Page 21 of 128



18 – Council (22.05.25)

Councillor McElvogue supported the sentiment of the motion and said it is terrible 
that the road is still only being talked about.  He said enough is enough, he could not
support the motion as it may delay the road and concluded saying that the inaction of
London and Stormont in the matter highlights the devastation of partition in the 
country.
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell put the motion to vote.

For 10
Against 26 

The Chair, Councillor McConnell stated that the motion had fallen.

Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the 
Local Government Act (NI) 2014.  The public withdrew from the meeting at 8.21 
pm 

Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and

Resolved That items C108/25 to C113/25 be taken as confidential business.

Matters for Decision
(i) Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 24 April 2025
(ii) Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 6 May 2025
(iii) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 8 

May 2025
(iv) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 13 May 

2025
(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 15 May 

2025 
(vi) Document for Sealing: Clady Small Settlements Contracts

C114/25 Duration of Meeting

The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 8.27 pm.

Chair ________________________

Date _________________________
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Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson

Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the 
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.  

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens. 

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:-

o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet 
connection issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep
raised until observed by an Officer or myself  

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining

o W hen invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 
turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 
using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda – apologies and 
then a roll call of members in attendance. 
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Minutes of Annual Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Monday 2 
June 2025 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual 
means

Chair Councillor McConnell (Outgoing)
Councillor F Burton (Incoming)

Members Present Councillors Bell, Black, Brown, J Buchanan, W 
Buchanan, J Burton, Cahoon, Carney*, Clarke*, Corry, 
Forde, Graham, Groogan, Johnston, Kelly, Kerr*, Martin, 
McAleer, McElvogue, McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, 
McLernon, McNamee, D McPeake*, S McPeake, Milne, 
Molloy, Mullin, Quinn, Robinson, Totten*, Varsani and 
Wilson

Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive
Attendance Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities and Place 

(SD: C&P)
Ms Campbell, Strategic Director of Environment (SD: 
Env)
Ms Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational
Development Strategy and Performance (SD: ODSP)
Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services and 
Engagement (HoSS&E)
Ms Keys, Marketing and Communications Manager
Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager
Mr Brown, ICT

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance
** Denotes Officers present by remote means

The meeting commenced at 7 pm.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast. 

AC1/25 Notice of Recording

Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent 
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site.

AC2/25 Apologies

Councillors Gildernew, McQuade and Monteith
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AC3/25 Declarations of Interest

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility with regard to declarations of 
interest.

AC5/25 Chair’s Business

The Chair, Councillor McConnell extended congratulations to the Tyrone Under 
20s defeating Louth and said that he hoped in due course the Council would 
recognise the achievement. 

The outgoing chair,  Councillor McConnell said, “As I finish my year as 
Cathaoirleach, I must state openly the past 12 months have been an amazing 
journey filled with a host of many happy memories, lots of positive 
engagements and most of all many brilliant opportunities to meet so many 
amazing people who do such great work for their communities, their clubs, their
workplaces and their families and friends.  The role of Cathaoirleach has 
afforded me the scope to see firsthand the great work being done by Mid Ulster 
Council to help make our district a better place for all our constituents.  Every 
event, every meeting, every engagement allowed me as the Council's 1st Citizen 
an opening to profile and present the good work of Council is undertaking and how
closer co-operation and partnership can enhance our communities.

There have been several significant milestones achieved during my term as 
Council Chair, a number of capital projects have been progressing, not least of 
which is the Maghera Public Realm Scheme which is nearing completion. Part of
the Maghera Regeneration Programme, an investment around ten million 
pounds from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities' 
Levelling Up Fund and the Councils' Capital Fund have contributed, it marks the 
start of realising our vision for Maghera. This once in a generation opportunity will
bring together planning, design and management of public spaces and local 
community assets to create areas that promote health, happiness, and well-
being, while providing an economic bedrock to support future prosperity.
Improvements at Mid Ulster Sports Arena are also well underway with a one 
point two million pounds investment in Mid Ulster Sports Arena funded through 
Sport NI's National Lottery Funded Multi Facility Fund and the Council's Capital 
Fund. Thanks to this funding, the project will deliver a Track Mark accredited 
athletics facility, and a FlFA accredited synthetic surface for association football, 
increasing community participation in sport, and further cementing Mid Ulster 
Sport's Arena as a centre for sporting excellence. I look forward to seeing the 
results in autumn this year.

In January this year, I was pleased to welcome the First Minister, Michelle 
O'Neill MLA to Pomeroy as the Council and the Mid Ulster PEACEPLUS 
Partnership Board launched the district's co-designed Local Community 
PEACEPLUS Action Plan, with 5.2 million euro secured to deliver 
peacebuilding projects. The projects that will be delivered over the next three 
years will make Mid Ulster a welcoming place where our people are content, 
healthy,  safe, educated and skilled, a place where our economy is thriving, and
our environment and heritage is sustained. The co-designed nature of the Action
Plan means that the projects will have relevance, impact and benefit where most
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needed.

Our district continues to transform for the better and during my time as 
Chair I was proud to participate in a delegation to Westminster that included 
myself, Councillor Wilson, and the Chief Executive, as well as our Mid South 
West (MSW) Region Growth Deal partners and our counterparts from the 
'paused' Growth Deal region of Causeway Coast and Glens. Our campaign to 
press play again was successful and I was pleased to welcome the Secretary 
of State, the Right Honourable Hilary Benn MP to Cookstown, alongside our 
First Minister and deputy First Minister and other distinguished guests, to sign 
the Heads of Terms for the Mid South West Growth Deal, signifying the 
securing of the funding for the region. This really is a good news story for our 
district. The development of exciting projects including the A29 Cookstown 
Bypass and Desertcreat Green Innovation Park will help to unlock our 
economic potential, promote regional balance, and contribute to a bright future 
for Mid Ulster.

Our Economic Development and Tourism teams continue to help and support 
businesses in our district to be the best they can be, with several successful 
initiatives delivered this year. From the meet the experts event aimed to 
provide our local tourism businesses with the opportunity to hear about the wide 
range of support and opportunities available, to the hugely successful 
Enterprise Week held in November, we continue to foster growth and 
opportunity. By creating new ideas, connecting with key stakeholders, and 
inspiring the next generation of business leaders, the Council continues to build 
a thriving, resilient economy for all.

Of course, our district is not just its places but its people too, and I have been 
fortunate this past year to meet so many of our residents. A highlight for me, 
and many of us I know, was our Mid Ulster Arts, Culture and Community   
Awards ceremony held in March which paid tribute to some of the individuals, 
groups and community organisations that work in our Arts, Culture and 
Community sectors in Mid Ulster.  At Mid Ulster District Council, we are 
immensely proud to support and champion the Arts, recognising their power 
to connect us, tell our stories, and enrich our lives. These awards served as a
testament to the hard work and dedication of so many and to the impact that 
creativity and community spirit have on all of us. They really did shine a 
spotlight on the incredible individuals and groups who make a real difference 
in the lives of others, and some of the inspirational stories shared on the night
will remain with me for a very long time.

Much of a Chair's role is to get out and about attending many council and 
community events - big and small. I've been really privileged to have met so 
many fantastic workers and volunteers, children and families, entertainers and 
characters who help put on these fantastic shows and events the length and 
breadth of the district and give opportunities for our youngest residents to 
embrace the magic of times of the year such as Halloween and Christmas. I'd 
like to say a word of thanks to all the staff involved in the delivery of these 
events. There are months of work involved behind the scenes, and on the day, 
staff come together from across the Council to make sure that everyone safely 
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enjoys everything, so job well done to all across the year.

I must applaud and offer my sincere appreciation to all those within our Voluntary
& Community sector, the Churches, Sporting Clubs, Businesses, the Hospitality 
industry who extended a warm welcome to me as Chairperson upon my visits to 
their venues and establishments.  My aims as Cathaoirleach of Mid Ulster 
District council were to do my utmost to accept as many of the invite requests I 
received from all over the district. I hope I managed to achieve this thus showing 
respect to every request for my attendance at each event.  The great job our 
council employees do was also recognised at this years' NILGA Local 
Government Awards, with four different projects and initiatives being shortlisted 
across four categories, and one overall winner. Each of the nominated projects 
benefit our residents, show continuous improvement and contribute at a grass 
roots level to important wider government priorities.

I have also been struck this year by how the Council assists residents in the 
difficult times. During my time as Chair, we faced one of the most severe 
storms of recent years, Storm Eowyn, and our officers worked hard to share 
information to help keep our residents safe. I also want to mention the hard 
work of officers during the flooding that occurred in Coalisland for the support
that they gave to residents and businesses on the ground, in particular to our
staff in Community Development and Technical services teams, in helping at 
the scene, providing temporary shelter, and assisting with emergency 
accommodation, and our Environmental Health team who provided support to
those affected by flooding throughout the district through the Scheme of 
Emergency Financial Assistance.

It has been an absolute honour to serve as Chair of Mid Ulster District 
Council over the last twelve months and I don't underestimate the 
responsibility and privilege of holding such an important role.  I have 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunities the role has afforded me, particularly in 
allowing me to travel the length and breadth of the district getting to 
personally meet so many of the inspiring individuals and community groups 
who really are at the heart of our community.

Before I conclude my term as Cathaoirleach, I wish to place on record my 
sincere thanks to my Party Colleagues for their support in my selection to take
up the role of Cathaoirleach.  A special mention to Cathal Mallaghan MP our 
outgoing team lead and Councillor Brian McGuigan for all his advice and 
guidance during my early days of my appointment.  To the rest of my fellow 
Sinn Fein councillors, I am grateful to have a strong team working alongside me 
and their comradeship plus encouragement has helped me fulfil my role.  My 
Sinn Fein Cumann in Clogher have given me full support and have been working
with me throughout my term.  I wish to pay special tribute to both, my chosen 
Charities of the Year, namely The ACE 1st Responders and The Niamh Louise 
Foundation. Your tireless work across all our communities is simply invaluable, I
got to see firsthand the incredible work that they do in our communities, and I 
remain deeply proud of my ability to assist them with some much-needed funds 
so they continue to carry out their dedicated work.
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A special word of appreciation to my Deputy Chair Wesley Brown - it was a 
joy to work in partnership with you throughout the year. Thank you for all your 
support.  I found out Wesley has a great singing voice when he sang his 
favorite song, ‘Who let the dogs out’, at a Karaoke special, I have to say the 
crowd was in stitches!  

A real special mention must go to the incredible council staff who kept me right,
the photographers who documented every step, Kate who is head of 
Communications ensured all my engagements, were profiled.  Louise my PA 
you have been there to keep me on top of all the demands from day one, and I 
fully appreciate the work that went into that.  Eileen and Jennifer have been to 
the fore when advice was needed, their attention to detail was second to none.  I 
am indebted to both for their friendship.

To Adrian McCreesh, I say a sincere thank you, Over the course of the past 12
months our Chief Executive has always been there to offer advice and 
guidance but also a genuine friendship.  I am indebted to Adrian for his 
leadership qualities and his desire to showcase what is best about Mid Ulster. 
All the other Council Officials and Directors have provided continued support to
allow me to carry out my duties with the minimum of fuss. To, the citizens of 
Mid Ulster District Council area, thank you for the kindness, the engagements, 
the conversations, the lovely messages and for affording me the unwavering 
community spirit plus respect that makes this place so special.

Finally, to my family, my wife Kate, my Children Shauneen, Caolan, and 
Caitlin plus my son in-law Patrick and especially to my wee Grandson Joseph,
they have given me total support and encouragement throughout the year.  
Their patience and tolerance have been constant, allowing me the opportunity 
to fulfil my role, which at times proved a little chaotic in terms of regular family 
life. Their Love and enthusiasm kept me going even through the times when it 
was difficult. Family is everything and I have been blessed to have my Family 
fully by my side all the way through.  This may be the end of my time as 
Chairperson, but in many ways, this is only the beginning- I will continue to
serve the people of Mid Ulster Council as a local Councillor, and I will continue
to build a better, fairer future for all.  Thank you all for the memories, the 
friendships, and the fun along the way.  It was a privilege.”

Councillor McGuigan advised that councillor Clarke who had joined the meeting 
virtually was having sound issues.  

The outgoing Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown thanked the Chair for the 
opportunity to speak and said as his term of office comes to an end, he reflected 
on the privilege it had been, to engage with individuals, businesses and 
community groups.  He extended sincere thanks to the Chief Executive, the officer
team, the Communications team and the Chair’s office who kept him well informed
throughout the year.  

The outgoing Deputy Chair highlighted two events which had been momentous for
him and that was a civic reception for those who promote Ulster Scots cultures 
and also the recent trip made to the battlefields when he had the opportunity to 
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visit Menin Gate and the Ulster Tower and lay wreaths to honour all those who 
had served in the 36th Ulster Division, 18 Irish Division and 10th Irish Division in the
Battle of the Somme and subsequent battles.  

The outgoing Deputy Chair Councillor Brown concluded his remarks wishing the 
incoming Chair and Deputy Chair best wishes for the year ahead and stated that 
he hoped their term would be as rewarding as his had been. 

The Chief Executive on behalf of staff acknowledged the hard work of both the 
outgoing Chair and Deputy Chair and said they had both been positive and 
constructive ambassadors for Mid Ulster and it had been a pleasure to work with 
them.  

AC5/24 Nomination of Councillors to hold Positions of Responsibility 
for 2025-26 as confirmed at the AGM May 2023

The outgoing Chair Councillor McConnell referred members to the meeting pack 
containing the agreed grid for Positions of Responsibility for the period 2023-2027,
to be filled using the d’hondt method.

The outgoing Chair, Councillor McConnell called on Councillor McLean 
nominating officer for Democratic Unionist Party to nominate. 

Councillor McLean nominated Councillor Frances Burton.  

Councillor McConnell stood down from position. 7.22 pm 

Councillor F Burton took the Chair at 7.23 pm

The Chair, Councillor F Burton accepting the position said, “May I begin by 
commending both the outgoing Chair and Deputy Chair for the enthusiasm they 
brought to their respective roles during the past year.  The district has benefited 
from the contribution you have both made.  I would thank my party colleagues and
my Group lead Paul for their support in the opportunity in going forward as Chair 
of Mid Ulster District Council. I am grateful for the opportunity and look forward to 
the year ahead in God's will, to work tirelessly for the area and the people of Mid 
Ulster.  I really count it an honour.  As I reflect, over my life and years of Council 
I'm thankful for my parents who instilled in their children living on a rural farm to 
work hard and treat others as you would want to be treated yourself. That was a 
good grounding in life.   I first entered this chamber just a little over 20years ago in
May of 2005, elected to represent the Clogher Valley area within Dungannon & 
South Tyrone Borough Council.  It has been my privilege and greatest desire to 
serve the constituents and work with the many volunteers of the area.  We work 
with compassion, thoughtfulness and make every effort to get things done to 
improve the area and add to the economic, aesthetics and tourist opportunities for 
this area so rich in beauty and community spirit.  

I want to place on record my gratitude and thanks to all those who have supported
me, helped, and encouraged me over those years. My husband Roger who has 
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always been there through the good and difficult times of work mixing our family 
life, especially when we were both councillors with Council duties and meetings 
when our four children were still young and small.    My former Group lead 
Maurice Morrow, my former Council colleagues Wills Robinson, Kim Ashton and 
my dear friend Sammy Brush.  All their input and encouragement has been a 
blessing and an amazing encouragement.  I look forward to working with the Chief
Executive and I hope he still has hair at the end of the year, the senior Officer 
team and all the staff as I journey through my year as Chair.  

To the people of the Clogher Valley an area I absolutely love, for originally putting 
their faith and trust in me all those years ago and still, many I count as the dearest 
of friends now, I will be forever grateful that they gave me the best job I have ever 
had in serving them, working with them in work opportunities, leisure and 
environment.  The Round Lake project improvement and the footpath to it was a 
wonderful example of how Community, Council and Department funding can work 
together to meet the need and desire for and from the community to improve the 
quality of their lives and safety.

The Woolstore Daycare for children is another wonderful example of partnership 
to name but a few working to provide amazing Daycare provision for the future 
residents of Caledon and surrounding area, this was  and still is much needed for 
the Clogher Valley, to deliver this from a derelict building while using the old stone 
with a mix of modern architecture features is a credit to Caledon Regeneration 
Partnership, the Builders, Council staff and joint funders DAERA and the 
Department for Communities (DfC).  Let’s now focus on the same desire for the 
Clogher project to change what was once the Workhouse of the area to what can 
be a centre of excellence, for children providing work and inter-generational 
opportunities to that area. 

My desire for this year is to bring this same enthusiasm and positive outcomes to 
the whole of Mid Ulster.  Our communities, towns and businesses need support, 
let us all work together to make it happen and make Mid Ulster the best that it can 
be to live, work and visit.  There is much to be done, and I want to continue 
working on the ground right at the heart of our community from right across the 
Mid Ulster area. I will give of my best and I come to the role with humility, a 
thankful and grateful heart with enthusiasm and steadfast determination.

As I conclude I would thank my four amazing children Jacqueline, Stephanie, John
and James, their husbands and wives Christoph, Timothy, Louise and Jane and 
my six adorable grandchildren.  Thank you for all you do in support of me, your 
love and encouragement is greatly appreciated and I return that love to you a 
hundred fold.

I thank God for his many blessings to me through my life thus far and commit the 
year ahead and all who I meet and represent to him as I take on this role.”

The Chair, Councillor F Burton sought a nomination from the SDLP for Deputy 
Chair.  

Councillor Quinn nominated Councillor Johnston, Councillor Martin supported the 
nomination. 
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Councillor Brown stood down and Councillor Johnston took the role of Deputy 
Chair.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton invited Deputy Chair, Councillor Johnston to speak.

The Deputy Chair, Councillor Johnston wished the outgoing Chair and Deputy well
and thanked her SDLP colleagues for her nomination.  She said it is an honour to 
have the opportunity, and she intends to carry out her role in a professional 
manner and looks forward to getting out and about beyond her DEA of Moyola.  
The Deputy Chair said she looked forward to working with the Chair and 
developing both a good working relationship and friendship with her in the coming 
months.  She highlighted that the people of Mid Ulster want to see the Councillors 
working well together for the benefit of all.  She concluded thanking her family for 
putting up with her absences when she is on council duty. She looked forward to 
working with council officials and advised that she would embrace every 
opportunity in the year ahead, 

The Chair Councillor F Burton invited Party Nominating Officers from parties to 
nominate Members to hold the remaining positions of responsibility for 2025-2026

Position of Responsibility Party Councillor

Council, Chair DUP Cllr F Burton
Council, Deputy Chair SDLP Cllr Johnston

Audit Committee, Chair SF Cllr McGuigan
Audit Committee, Deputy Chair SDLP Cllr McQuade

Development Committee, Chair SF Cllr McNamee
Development Committee, Deputy Chair UUP Cllr Wilson

Environment Committee, Chair SDLP Cllr McFlynn
Environment Committee, Deputy Chair SF Cllr Varsani

Planning Committee, Chair SF Cllr S McPeake
Planning Committee, Deputy Chair DUP Cllr J Buchanan

Policy & Resources Committee, Chair DUP Cllr Cahoon
Policy & Resources Committee, Deputy 
Chair

SF Cllr McLernon

Housing Council for NI SF Cllr Varsani

Partnership Panel for NI 
(term of Council)

SDLP Cllr Martin 
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Reserve & Cadets Association for NI DUP Cllr Cahoon 

SF Councillor S McPeake
SF Councillor McNamee 
SF Councillor Carney
SF Councillor Varsani
SF Councillor Mullin
SF Cllr McGuigan
DUP Cllr Cahoon 
DUP Cllr Cuthbertson
DUP Cllr Forde 

Policing & Community Safety Partnership
(term of Council)

Current Chair:  Cllr Anne Forde

SDLP Cllr McFlynn

A7/25 Appointment of Councillors to Committees 2025-26

The Chair, Councillor F Burton invited Nominating Officers from parties to 
nominate Members to serve on committees.  Nominations were made

Audit Committee

Position Party Membership 2025-2026

1.   Chair SF Cllr McGuigan

2.   Deputy-Chair SDLP Cllr McQuade

3.   Member SF Cllr McConnell

4.   Member SF Cllr Groogan

5.   Member DUP Cllr Brown

6.   Member DUP Cllr W Buchanan

7.   Member Ind Cllr Kerr

8.   Member Ind Cllr Monteith
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Development Committee

Position Party Membership 2025-2026 

1.   Chair SF Cllr McNamee 

2.   Deputy-Chair UUP Cllr Wilson 

3.   Member SF Cllr Bell 

4.   Member SF Cllr Clarke

5.   Member SF Cllr Corry

6.   Member SF Cllr Gildernew

7.   Member SF Cllr McLernon 

8.   Member SF Cllr Milne

9.   Member SF Cllr Molloy

10. Member DUP Cllr Black 

11. Member DUP Cllr W Buchanan

12. Member DUP Cllr F Burton

13. Member DUP Cllr Forde

14. Member SDLP Cllr McQuade 

15. Member SDLP Cllr Quinn

16. Member Ind Cllr Monteith 
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Environment Committee
Position Party Membership 2025- 2026

1.   Chair SDLP Cllr McFlynn

2.   Deputy-Chair SF Cllr Varsani

3.   Member SF Cllr Mullin

4.   Member SF Cllr Kelly

5.   Member SF Cllr Milne

6.   Member SF Cllr McAleer

7.   Member SF Cllr Groogan

8.   Member SF Cllr McGuigan

9.   Member SF Cllr McNamee

10. Member DUP Cllr J Buchanan

11. Member DUP Cllr J Burton 

12. Member DUP Cllr Cuthbertson 

13. Member DUP Cllr Cahoon

14. Member DUP Cllr Robinson

15. Member SDLP Cllr Johnston

16. Member Ind Cllr McElvogue
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Planning Committee
Position Party Membership 2025-2026

1.   Chair SF Cllr S McPeake

2.   Deputy-Chair DUP Cllr J Buchanan

3.   Member SF Cllr Bell

4.   Member SF Cllr Carney

5.   Member SF Cllr Clarke

6.   Member SF Cllr D McPeake

7.   Member SF Cllr Mullin

8.   Member SF Cllr Varsani

9.   Member DUP Cllr Black

10. Member DUP Cllr Cuthbertson 

11. Member DUP Cllr Robinson 

12. Member SDLP Cllr Johnston 

13. Member SDLP Cllr Martin

14. Member UUP Cllr Graham

15. Member Ind Cllr Kerr

16. Member Ind Cllr K McElvogue
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Policy & Resources Committee
Position Party Membership 2025-2026

1.   Chair DUP Cllr Cahoon

2.   Deputy-Chair SF Cllr McLernon

3.   Member SF Cllr Corry

4.   Member SF Cllr Gildernew

5.   Member SF Cllr McAleer

6.   Member SF Cllr McConnell

7.   Member SF Cllr S McPeake

8.   Member SF Cllr Molloy

9.   Member SF Cllr Totten

10. Member DUP Cllr Brown 

11. Member DUP Cllr F Burton

12. Member DUP Cllr J Burton

13. Member DUP Cllr McLean

14. Member SDLP Cllr Martin

15. Member SDLP Cllr Quinn 

16. Member UUP Cllr Wilson

A8/24 Appointment of Chair of Mid Ulster Policing & Community 
Safety Partnership (PCSP)

The Chair, Councillor F Burton drew attention to previously circulated report and 
sought the DUP nomination to Appointment of Chair of Mid Ulster Policing & 
Community Safety Partnership (PCSP).

The DUP Nominating Officer Councillor McLean nominated Councillor Forde, this 
was seconded by Councillor Robinson. 
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Resolved That Councillor Forde be appointed to the role of Chair of the Mid 
Ulster Policing & Community Safety Partnership (PCSP)

AC9/24 Confirmation of Outside Bodies

Councillor McLean nominating officer for DUP advised that Councillor J Burton is 
to stand down from Labour Market Partnership/ Local Economic Partnership     
and Cllr Black would take his place.   Members noted remaining nominations to 
Outside Bodies. 

Name Number 
of 

Council 
Reps

Current Membership

A5-N2 Cross Border Group 4 Cllrs Gildernew, Robinson, McElvogue, 
McConnell

AIPB Partnership (Northern
Area)

1 Cllr Wilson

AIPB Partnership (Southern
Area)

1 Cllr Gildernew

Agewell Partnership 5 Cllrs Corry, McFlynn, Milne, Clarke, F 
Burton

Caledon Regeneration 
Partnership

4 Cllrs F Burton, McElvogue, Gildernew, 
Robinson

CDM Community Transport
and Out and About

3 Cllrs F Burton, Milne, Monteith

COSTA – Community 
Organisations of South 
Tyrone 

5 Cllrs Gildernew, Graham, McConnell, 
McQuade, Molloy

ICBAN 4 Cllrs McFlynn, McPeake, McConnell, 
Robinson

Labour Market 
Partnership/Local 
Economic Partnership

5 Cllrs Kerr, Molloy, Black, Quinn, Varsani

LGSC Diversity 
Ambassador

1 Cllr Groogan

Lough Neagh Partnership 5 Cllrs Milne, McPeake, Johnston, Carney, 
McLean
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Name Number 
of 

Council 
Reps

Current Membership

Mid South West Region 
Growth Deal

4 Cllrs McGuigan, McLean, Quinn, Wilson

Mid Ulster Community 
Resus Group

2 Cllrs Forde, Mullin

Mid Ulster Housing Forum 10 Cllrs McPeake, McNamee, W Buchanan, 
Forde, Corry, J Burton, Monteith, Varsani, 
McFlynn

National Association of 
Councillors (NI)

8 Cllrs Wilson, McFlynn, Black, McConnell, 
Molloy, Cuthbertson, W Buchanan, Clarke

NI Housing Council 1 Cllrs Varsani

NI Amenity Council 3 Cllrs Robinson, Quinn, Bell

NILGA (NI Local 
Government Association)

8 Cllrs F Burton, Robinson, McFlynn, S 
McPeake, McConnell, McGuigan, Brown, 
Graham

NILGA Policy & Learning 
Networks: Elected Member 
Development

1 Cllr McConnell

NILGA Strategic Policy 
Network

1 Cllr F Burton

Northern Ireland Local 
Government Traveller 
Partnership 

1 Cllr D McPeake

Partnership Panel for NI 1 Cllr Martin

Peace Partnership 10 Cllrs McGuigan, Forde, J Burton, McFlynn, 
McNamee, W Buchanan, McLean, 
McAleer, S McPeake, Cahoon

Reserves & Cadets 
Association for NI

1 Cllr Cahoon

SHHP Bellaghy Bawn 
Writers Residency Project 

1 Cllr Milne

Shopmobility Mid Ulster 5 Cllrs McFlynn, Forde, McNamee, 
McLernon, Kerr
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Name Number 
of 

Council 
Reps

Current Membership

Sliabh Beagh Partnership 2 Cllrs F Burton, Gildernew

Sperrins Partnership 2 Cllrs Clarke, McGuigan

Somme Association 
(Somme Advisory 
Committee)

2 Cllrs Brown, Wilson

Southern Child Care 
Partnership

2 Cllrs F Burton, Varsani

Sperrins Future Search 2 Cllrs Clarke, McGuigan

Sustainable NI 2 Cllrs W Buchanan, D McPeake

The Honourable Irish 
Society: Advisory 
Committee

2 Cllrs Brown, McGuigan

Tullyvar Joint Committee 5 Cllrs Gildernew, McConnell, Graham, 
Robinson, Varsani

William Carlton Summer 
School

2 Cllrs McConnell, TBC

Workspace, Draperstown 1 Cllr McGuigan
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Name Number 
of 

Council 
Reps

Current Membership

Coalisland & Dungannon 
Neighbourhood Renewal 
Partnership

(Dungannon & Torrent 
DEA)

12 Cllrs Monteith, Cuthbertson, Burton, 
McQuade, Molloy, Varsani, Kerr, McAleer, 
Carney, McLernon, Quinn, Buchanan

Coalisland Town Centre 
Forum (Torrent DEA)

6 Cllrs Kerr, McAleer, Carney, McLernon, 
Quinn, Buchanan

Cookstown Town Centre 
Forum (Cookstown DEA)

7 Cllrs Wilson, Martin, Buchanan, Cahoon, 
Mullin, McNamee, Bell

Magherafelt Town Centre 
Forum (Magherafelt DEA)

5 Cllrs McFlynn, Totten, Clarke, Brown, 
McLean

Maghera Town Centre 
Forum (Carntogher DEA)

5 Cllrs Black, Corry, Kelly, McGuigan, S 
McPeake

Pomeroy Forest Centre 
Advisory 
Committee(Cookstown 
DEA)

7 Cllrs Wilson, Martin, Buchanan, Cahoon, 
Mullin, McNamee, Bell

Resolved That the Outside bodies nominations be confirmed.

A9/25 Schedule of Meetings: 2025-26

Members noted the previously circulated 2025/26 Schedule of Meetings for 
Council and Committee meetings.  It was noted that to facilitate Westminster 
Elections a report would be presented relevant Policy and Resources committee 
to reschedule as appropriate.

Matters for Information
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AC10/25 Duration of Meeting

The meeting was called for 7pm and ended at 7.40 pm 

Chair  ________________________

Date _________________________
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Minutes of Meeting of Planning Committee of Mid Ulster District Council held 
on Tuesday 3 June 2025 in Council Offices, Ballyronan Road, Magherafelt and 
by Virtual Means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor S McPeake, Chair 
 

Councillors Bell, Black, J Buchanan, Carney*, Clarke, 
Graham*, Johnston, Kerr, Martin, McElvogue,  
D McPeake, Mullin*, Robinson, Varsani 

 
Officers in    Mr Bowman, Head of Strategic Planning (HSP) 
Attendance   Ms Donnelly, Council Solicitor 

Ms Doyle, Head of Local Planning (HLP) 
Mr Marrion, Senior Planning Officer (SPO) 
Ms McCullagh, Senior Planning Officer (SPO) 
Ms McKinless, Senior Planning Officer (SPO) 
Mr McClean, Senior Planning Officer (SPO) 
Miss Thompson, Committee and Member Services 
Officer 

 
Others in    Councillor McAleer*** 
Attendance   Councillor McFlynn 

Councillor Molloy*** 
 
    LA09/2024/1003/F Mr Hughes 

LA09/2024/1015/O Ms Gourley 
   Mr Mallaghan MP 
LA09/2024/1048/F Mr Begley 
LA09/2024/1359/O Ms Lewis 

    LA09/2025/0097/F Ms Gourley 
       Mr Mallaghan MP 
    LA09/2025/0129/O Ms Gourley 

     LA09/2025/0131/O Ms Gourley 
  
 
* Denotes Members present in remote attendance 
** Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means    
      
The meeting commenced at 6.05 pm 
 
The Chair, Councillor S McPeake welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor S McPeake in 
introducing the meeting detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the 
business of the committee in the Chamber and by virtual means, by referring to 
Annex A to this minute. 
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P065/25 Notice of Recording 
 
Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent 
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site. 
 
P066/25   Apologies 
 
None. 
 
P067/25 Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chair, Councillor S McPeake reminded members of their responsibility with 
regard to declarations of interest. 
 
Councillor McElvogue declared an interest in agenda item 5.5 – LA09/2024/0385/F 
and agenda item 5.9 – LA09/2024/1003/F. 
 
Councillor Bell declared an interest in agenda item 6.5 – LA09/2023/1344/F. 
 
P068/25 Chair’s Business  
 
Councillor Kerr referred to the awarding of mineral processing licenses and that it 
appears that the Department has taken no heed of the view of planning officers or 
elected representatives.  The Councillor stated that people would be aware of his 
views on this type of project and the negative associations to the environment, 
tourism and the health of local residents.  Councillor Kerr stated that the negatives 
far outweigh the positives and the lack of consultation from the Department 
responsible to railroad these decisions is unacceptable.  Councillor Kerr proposed 
that the Council takes legal action against the decision of the Department to award 
licenses and seeks a judicial review. 
 
Councillor McElvogue seconded Councillor Kerr’s proposal. 
 
The Council Solicitor stated that Council would need to consider the merits of a legal 
challenge before taking any action.  The Council Solicitor suggested that officers 
look into the possibility of a legal challenge prior to confirming any action. 
 
The Chair stated he was not prejudicing what Councillor Kerr was saying but that 
Council needed to look at everything carefully.  The Chair stated this reminded him 
of a similar situation in relation to goldmining and that Council took its time to 
consider and get legal opinion to come up with a course of action.  The Chair stated 
that there was an avenue to look into what Councillor Kerr had proposed but that he 
did not feel it could be agreed to tonight. 
 
Councillor Kerr stated he had also made the proposal in relation to goldmining after 
Derry and Strabane Council had taken a legal challenge against that application.  
The Councillor stated he was willing to accept that officers look at the possibility of a 
legal challenge but that this needs to have a quick turnaround.  Councillor Kerr 
asked that a report be brought back to Committee within two months as Council 
needs to show the Department that they have taken a wrong decision and to strongly 
challenge that. 
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Councillor Bell stated he took on board what had been said and asked what a 
reasonable timeframe would be for officers to consider what has been asked. 
 
Councillor Varsani stated that the legal team need to be given time and that it is her 
understanding that it was Crown Estates who gave the licenses and not a Ministerial 
decision at Stormont. 
 
The Council Solicitor stated that officers will consider and provide a summary of the 
legal advice to Members by way of report. 
 
The Head of Local Planning (HLP) referred to the below applications which were on 
the agenda for determination and sought approval to have the following applications 
deferred from tonight’s meeting schedule for the following reasons –  
 
Agenda Item 5.2 - LA09/2023/0116/O - Replacement dwelling and garage at 55m E 
of 146 Ardboe Road, Ardboe for Mr & Mrs Peter Hanna – To consider additional 
information. 

Agenda Item 5.3 - LA09/2023/0417/O - Site for a dwelling and domestic garage on a 
farm at 330m N of 21 Ballymoghan Lane, Magherafelt for Mr Thomas Johnston – 
Office meeting. 

Agenda Item 5.4 - LA09/2023/1356/F - Demolition of existing buildings and 
redevelopment to include: a street frontage building with ground floor office space 
and 6 apartments above, and residential development in the backlands to include 5 
detached dwellings and 6 semi detached dwellings; vehicular access off Loy Street 
and ancillary development at 6 Loy Street, Cookstown and Backlands associated 
With Nos 2,4,6,8 and 10 Loy Street, Cookstown for MACM (NI) LTD – Office 
meeting. 

Agenda Item 5.5 - LA09/2024/0385/F - Additional bio and roughing filter, yard 
extension (for bale storage), boundary fence and ancillary site works at lands at 
Northway Mushrooms 24m South of No 17 Aghnagar Road, Ballygawley for 
Northway Mushrooms Ltd – Amended scheme to be submitted. 

Agenda Item 5.7 - LA09/2024/0542/F - Two storey dwelling, access and associated 
works at approx. 190m SE of 79 Aghintober Road, Dungannon for Mrs R Johnston – 
Application withdrawn from system. 

Agenda Item 5.8 - LA09/2024/0947/O - Site for dwelling and garage in a cluster at 
160 Battery Road, Moortown for Ronan Kelly – Office meeting. 
 
Agenda Item 5.17 - LA09/2025/0099/F - Change of use from ancillary outbuildings to 
1no. apartment (Retrospective) at 14 Killyman Road (Flat E) Dungannon for Mr 
Philip Kelso – Office meeting. 

Agenda Item 5.19 - LA09/2025/0106/O - Dwelling in an existing cluster at lands 
approx. 125m SW of 20 Ballyknock Road, Maghera for Miss Leah Convery – Office 
meeting. 

Agenda Item 5.26 - LA09/2025/0260/O - Site for infill dwelling & domestic garage at 
60m NE of 16 Drumhubbert Road, Dungannon for Mr James Daniel Wilson – Office 
meeting. 
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Agenda Item 6.1 - LA09/2022/0657/O - Dwelling and domestic garage at 40m W of 
62 Ballynargan Road, Stewartstown for Nuala McReynolds – Withdrawn from 
schedule to consider additional information. 

Agenda Item 6.4 - LA09/2023/1257/F - New distribution hub and associated ancillary 
works at lands C.60m SW of 21 Hillhead Road, Toomebridge for Declan Graffin - 
Withdrawn from schedule. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
Seconded by Councillor McElvogue and  

 
Resolved  That the planning applications listed above be deferred for the reasons 

outlined. 
 
 
Matters for Decision  
 
P069/25 Planning Applications for Determination 
 
The Chair drew Members attention to the undernoted planning applications for 
determination. 
 
LA09/2019/0010/F Variation of condition No 2 of M/2008/0876/RM 

(Amended Plans - Flood Defences) at Moor Park 
Housing Development, Moor Road, Coalisland for Jas 
Properties Ltd 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2019/0010/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
Seconded by Councillor Clarke and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2019/0010/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2023/0116/O Replacement dwelling and garage at 55m E of 146 

Ardboe Road, Ardboe for Mr & Mrs Peter Hanna 
 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2023/0417/O Site for a dwelling and domestic garage on a farm at 

330m N of 21 Ballymoghan Lane, Magherafelt for Mr 
Thomas Johnston 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
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LA09/2023/1356/F Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment 
to include: a street frontage building with ground 
floor office space and 6 apartments above, and 
residential development in the backlands to include 5 
detached dwellings and 6 semi detached dwellings; 
vehicular access off Loy Street and ancillary 
development. at 6 Loy Street, Cookstown and 
Backlands associated With Nos 2,4,6,8 and 10 Loy 
Street, Cookstown for MACM (NI) LTD 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2024/0385/F Additional bio and roughing filter, yard extension (for 

bale storage), boundary fence and ancillary site 
works at lands at Northway Mushrooms 24m South of 
No 17 Aghnagar Road, Ballygawley for Northway 
Mushrooms Ltd 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2024/0461/F Battery energy storage system facility 78MW (BESS) 

including 2 switch houses with control rooms, 2 
storage containers and office trailer, lighting and 
closed circuit TV columns, new site boundary fencing 
and all associated development works at lands 
immediately NE of Tamnamore Substation and C 
150m SW of 151 Ballynakilly Road, Coalisland for 
Heron Storage Ltd 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2024/0461/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Bell 
Seconded by Councillor Varsani and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/0461/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2024/0542/F Two storey dwelling, access and associated works at 

approx. 190m SE of 79 Aghintober Road, Dungannon 
for Mrs R Johnston 

 
Application withdrawn. 
 
LA09/2024/0947/O Site for dwelling and garage in a cluster at 160 

Battery Road, Moortown for Ronan Kelly 
 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
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LA09/2024/1003/F Retention of window and door showroom with 
alterations to approval LA09/2021/0450/F (changes to 
fenestration, size and height of building) at 198B 
Dungannon Road, Cabragh, Dungannon for Mr 
Matthias O'Donnell 

 
Mr Marrion (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2024/1003/F 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
 
Councillor Molloy stated he had received a call from the agent this afternoon who 
didn’t realise the application was on the agenda tonight and would ask that the 
application be deferred. 
 
The Head of Local Planning (HLP) asked what the reason was for the deferral. 
 
Councillor Molloy stated that the agent thought there could be some negotiation 
around the application and agreement reached. 
 
The HLP stated that ordinarily that may be the case but highlighted that this 
application is for the retention of a building so is either going to be acceptable as 
built or not. 
 
The Chair advised the committee that a request to speak on the application had 
been received and invited Mr Hughes to address the committee. 
 
Mr Hughes stated he was speaking on behalf of the Hughes family, the Donaghy 
family and all concerned local residents.  Mr Hughes stated that the case officers 
report speaks for itself but that he wanted to highlight some key points.  Mr Hughes 
stated that the planning approved ridge height for the building was 7.4m and that the 
built ridge height is 8.35m.  The planning approved eaves height was 4.8m and that 
the actual eaves height is 6.6m.  Mr Hughes also referred to the discrepancy in the 
length of building and that the area to the rear of the building should have a fire 
escape and parking area but that the building actually occupies this space which 
highlights that this building is at least 10.8m longer than it should be.  Mr Hughes 
stated that planning approval states that the building should have a length of approx. 
20m but taking the above into account translates that the as built property has an 
excess length of 50%.  Mr Hughes stated that the building consists of a basement, 
ground floor and first floor and that a single storey property was what had been 
approved.  Mr Hughes stated that the approved building is supposed to have a floor 
area of 298 sqm however the built building has a floor area of 878 sqm.  Mr Hughes 
referred to the images he submitted from his side of the boundary which underlines 
the impact on visual amenity and that from every angle the building is an eyesore.  
Mr Hughes states his property suffers from loss of light due to overshadowing.  
Privacy of his property has also been lost due to commercial activity on site and that 
there is additional noise and traffic due to comings and goings from the building.  Mr 
Hughes stated that the applicant’s behaviour throughout the process has been 
opportunistic and that the applicant did not seek amendments to plans when the 
building was a work in progress and instead decided to proceed with construction as 
he saw fit based on the assumption that retrospective planning permission would 
only be a formality.  Mr Hughes stated that it is clear to see the building erected is 
totally in excess of what was permitted and that the planning officer has diligently 
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prepared a report and recommendation and asked the Committee to support the 
concerns raised and refuse the application. 
 
Councillor Varsani stated that both the report and Mr Hughes have set out some very 
clear issues and asked if there is any way the applicant can remedy the situation. 
 
The HLP stated that the shed has been built and that Mr Hughes has set out how 
much bigger the building is compared to what was approved.  The HLP stated that 
Members will either agree that the shed is too big or decide that the building as built 
will have no greater impact than what was approved.  Moving forward from there if 
Members decide that the building is not acceptable and it is not removed then 
enforcement action will have to be opened.  The HLP stated that the applicant has 
taken a significant risk in not building the shed in accordance with approved plans 
right next door to a dwelling.  The HLP stated that Members may want to take a site 
visit but that a comprehensive report and photographs have been provided to be 
able to assess the application. 
 
Councillor Graham stated that the applicant has gone ahead and built the shed 
whenever he knew he didn’t have the correct planning permission for it.  The 
Councillor questioned why someone would do this and agreed that the applicant has 
taken a big risk.  Councillor Graham proposed a site visit so Members can see the 
impact of what is there for themselves and stated that she found it alarming that 
people think they can do what they want without planning permission 
 
The Chair, Councillor S McPeake seconded Councillor Graham’s proposal. 
 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/1003/F be deferred for a site visit. 
 
LA09/2024/1015/O Dwelling and garage at approx. 70m W of 27 Sluggan 

Road, Pomeroy for Mr Pearse and Matthew Rafferty 
 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2024/1015/O 
advising that it was recommended for refusal.  Ms McKinless also referred to 
additional refusal reason which was omitted from the officer report as follows -  
 
The proposal is contrary to Policy CTY 8 of PPS 21 in that a dwelling in this location 
will add to an existing ribbon of development along this section of Sluggan Road. 
 
The Chair advised the committee that requests to speak on the application had been 
received and invited Ms Gourley to address the committee in the first instance. 
 
Ms Gourley stated that the application is for Matthew Rafferty and that Matthew’s 
father Pearse lives in the farm house and inherited the farm buildings and ground.  
Ms Gourley stated that Pearse’s brothers Colm and Peadar both built their houses 
approx. 30 years ago a few metres East on the family farm as dwellings on the farm 
and that both Colm and Peadar work and assist with everyday running and 
management of the farm albeit they are not named on the farm business which was  
stated is not unusual occurrence.  Ms Gourley stated that the site had been chosen 
to cluster with the Uncle’s bungalows and outbuildings only a few metres East.  Ms 
Gourley stated that CTY10 states that new dwellings should visually link or cluster 
with buildings on the farm, not necessarily adjacent to the farm grouping and that the 
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applicant explained that the two brothers are involved in the farm business and that 
written declarations were willing to be supplied but the offer was never taken up on 
and the case officers claims that evidence was not provided is inaccurate.  Ms 
Gourley stated that the applicant has also provided detail as to why a site closer to 
the farm business is not available.  Ms Gourley stated that this application was 
submitted on 30 August 2024 and only ten days later she was able to secure 
planning permission for an almost identical scenario less than two miles away.  
Similarly the site which was approved without any issue was located adjacent to the 
farmer’s sons dwellings and outbuildings.  These buildings were located on an 
outlying holding located almost 2km from the main farm address and the case officer 
for that application accepted that CTY10 did not require the site to be adjacent to the 
main farm grouping and acknowledged that the site was located beside the farmer’s 
sons and did not ask for evidence of their involvement in the farm business.  As a 
direct result of this decision, Ms Gourley stated she advised the applicant of the 
application under consideration tonight that an application located beside his Uncle’s 
houses would likely be accepted.  Ms Gourley stated that the planning department 
must be consistent in their interpretation of CTY10 otherwise agents cannot advise 
clients what will and will not be allowed.  Ms Gourley stated that the recent 
permission of a site less than two miles away lends support to the fact that family 
dwellings are buildings on the holding for the purposes of compliance with CTY10 
and that in the interests of fairness and consistency and that this Council granted a 
similar case in recent months she argued that the proposal does meet the thrust of 
CTY10 and asked Members to approve the application. 
 
Mr Mallaghan MP stated that the case as outlined by the agent is correct and that a 
number of brothers work on the farm and that sheds are in use as part of the farm 
business.  Mr Mallaghan also referred to recent similar applications which were 
passed where a dwelling was passed which was not part of the main cluster of farm 
buildings but was in another part of the farm where buildings existed and asked for a 
consistent approach from planners. 
 
The HLP stated that Members have heard the officers report and recent decisions of 
the PAC.  Members have also been advised of alleged similar situations which have 
been approved.  The HLP stated that officers are not saying that buildings have to be 
adjacent to farm buildings but they have to be sited to cluster or visually link and that 
buildings on a farm is also key.  The HLP stated that Members have to decide if two 
brothers who help out on another brothers farm for no payment is an acceptable 
threshold for buildings on a farm and is an acceptable bar in the future.  The HLP 
stated that this approach has not been supported by PAC. 
 
Ms McKinless also reminded Members of an additional reason for refusal on the 
creation of ribbon development and that the application is considered to extend an 
existing ribbon of development. 
 
Councillor Clarke stated that one of the issues seems to be 70m from farm sheds 
and that dwellings have been passed at least 70m away in the past as there can 
issues with health and safety. 
 
The HLP stated that no case of health and safety has been made and making an 
assumption that there are health and safety reasons would not be the safest 
approach. 
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Councillor Clarke stated that he has been farming for over 50 years and has been 
representing farmers for most of that time.  The Councillor stated that everyone is 
aware of accidents which have happened and that is what is in his mind and that he 
should not be denied the ability to think the way he does.  Councillor Clarke stated 
that 70m has been passed before and is not out of the way, the Councillor also 
referred to refusal reason one as set out in the officer report - The proposal is 
contrary to the Strategic Planning Policy Statement and Policy CTY 1 of Planning 
Policy Statement 21: Sustainable Development in the Countryside in that there are 
no overriding reasons why this development is essential in this rural location and 
could not be located within a settlement.  Councillor Clarke stated if someone is 
working on a farm, whether being paid or not, they are working on the farm and have 
a right to be living near it and not in a town.  The Councillor questioned who devised 
the policies and the corralling of people into settlements so they can be controlled 
and stated that settlements in Ireland are different from anywhere else. 
 
The HLP stated that the policies were set by the Executive and are not denying 
people to live in a rural area but are there to control it in a measured way.  The HLP 
stated that officers accept that there is an active and established farm and that there 
have been no sell off opportunities but that the third test relates to visual linkage or 
siting to cluster.  The HLP stated she was not denying anyone the right to think the 
way they want to but that she is trying to keep Members right in regard to the 
interpretation of policy.  The HLP questioned Members on whether they felt the 
brothers live on the farm and the work that they do contributes enough and therefore 
their buildings are on the farm.  The HLP stated that officers are not saying the 
applicant doesn’t have a case but that other policies have to be met and that other 
applications have been refused based on ribbon development.  The HLP stated that 
there are other options available which have not been explored. 
 
Councillor Mullin referred to comments in relation to the Uncles not being asked to 
provide evidence of involvement in the farm.  The Councillor felt that if this evidence 
was provided it would show them as being active on the farm and that they lived in 
houses on the farm and that there was a cluster on the family farm.  Councillor Mullin 
stated she comes from a farming family and that all houses are not on the farm but 
the belief is that everyone lives on the farm and that this is the same across rural 
areas.  Councillor Mullin stated that if the two brothers can provide evidence of 
working on the farm she didn’t see why the dwellings couldn’t be considered as 
being on the farm and therefore proposed that the application be approved. 
 
Ms McKinless referred to email from the applicant dated 5 December 2024 which 
stated that Colm and Peadar grew up on the farm and have a strong connection to 
the farm and have been involved in the farm business for the last 50 years.  Both 
actively assist with duties on the farm especially during busy seasons such as 
sileage, slurry and calving and are on the farm most evenings assisting with feeding 
and daily farm tasks and are vital to the farm business.  Neither men are on the 
business account and receive no payment from the farm however they were both 
awarded with sites on the farm many years ago as acknowledgement and 
recognition of their contribution to the farm.  Both men work on the farm because of 
their love and family connection to the farm.  It was advised that Colm and Peadar 
are willing to provide written statements if needed. 
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Councillor Varsani stated it is important to listen to the guidance being offered to 
make sure the Committee is working within policy and for the Committee to show a 
degree of understanding of the circumstances and that she felt what had just been 
read out has helped to clarify the situation.  On that basis, Councillor Varsani 
seconded Councillor Mullin’s proposal. 
 
Ms McKinless stated that it is not just the CTY10 reason for refusal but that ribbon 
development is also a reason for refusal. 
 
Councillor Black stated that on listening to everything tonight he felt there is an 
opportunity to do something but that he was not a fan of making decisions on the 
hoof.  The Councillor proposed that the application be deferred for a site visit or for 
the additional information to be obtained to ensure the Committee is making a sound 
decision. 
 
Councillor Graham referred to the reference that the two brothers were awarded with 
sites for all the work they had done on the farm and questioned if they got sites on 
the farm how can the houses not be part of the farm. 
 
The HLP stated it was her understanding that this is the case.  The HLP stated that if 
similar had happened in the last ten years and the brothers were not named on the 
farm business then it would be considered as a sell off opportunity.  The HLP stated 
that just because they were on the farm at a time does not mean they would still be 
considered on the farm if they weren’t involved with the level of involvement they 
have at present. 
 
Councillor Graham stated she felt a site visit would be helpful in this case instead of 
jumping to a decision tonight and seconded Councillor Black’s proposal. 
 
The HLP stated she agreed that a site visit would be useful to ensure the siting of the 
proposal is acceptable and that to overturn a recommendation based on ribbon 
development without a visual inspection could be challenged. 
 
Councillor Varsani referred to recent site visit which she felt was useful to explore the 
difference between ribboning and cluster and stated she would be happy to proceed 
with a site visit for this application. 
 
Councillor Mullin stated it was not solely the brothers houses but that there are other 
houses around which are used for the farm and that this would take away the ribbon 
issue. 
 
The Chair asked if there was a seconder for Councillor Mullin’s proposal. 
 
Councillor Varsani stated she had seconded Councillor Mullin’s proposal but that she 
would be content with a site visit. 
 
Councillor Kerr seconded Councillor Mullin’s proposal. 
 
The HLP stated that a rationale was needed to overturn the recommendation to 
refuse the application and determine approval.  The HLP stated that if the Committee 
consider that the policy threshold is being met whereby the family members are 
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involved in the running of the farm and the proposed siting is beside the brothers 
dwellings and that these are buildings on the farm which will visually link with the 
proposal then policy CTY10 can be met.  In relation to ribbon development the HLP 
advised that she has not been to the site and it may be difficult for Members to 
consider if they have also not been to the site therefore it is difficult to come up with 
a rationale in that respect. 
 
Councillor Mullin stated that the brothers live on the farm and that there are other 
farm dwellings around which are used for the farm therefore this would take away 
the ribbon. 
 
The HLP stated that going on the visual inspection of the map being shown there are 
buildings to the East which have frontage to the road thereby there is ribboning and 
that this proposal will add to it.  The HLP stated it is not because there are buildings 
on the farm that this will get away from the argument of ribbon development.  The 
HLP stated that ribbon development only comes into play under CTY14 which 
relates to rural character and that one of the points under this is that it doesn’t create 
or add to a ribbon of development.  The HLP stated that Members needed to be 
clear in their rationale and that this may be obtained by having a site visit. 
 
Councillor Mullin referred to the visual linkage to the brothers houses and asked 
does this not do away with ribboning because the application is passed under 
dwelling on farm. 
 
Ms McKinless referred to two recent appeal decisions where the applications were 
refused as farm dwellings and also on the basis of ribboning and that whilst policy 
CTY10 may be met policies CTY13 and CTY14 also have to be met. 
 
Councillor Mullin asked what it would take to meet the criteria of CTY13 and CTY14. 
 
Ms McKinless stated that a ribbon is considered as three or more buildings along a 
road frontage.  In this case there is no. 27 and no.25 and no.23 therefore a dwelling 
on the application site would be an extension of a ribbon. 
 
The Chair stated that he felt a site visit would be beneficial as he did not feel an 
informed decision can be made without seeing the site. 
 
Councillor Mullin stated she would withdraw her proposal to approve the application 
and agreed to move forward with a site visit. 
 
Councillor Varsani stated that the discussion tonight had been useful and that a site 
visit will help to clarify the situation. 
 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/1015/O be deferred for a site visit. 
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LA09/2024/1048/F Replacement dwelling at 73A Tanderagee Road, 
Pomeroy, Dungannon for Mr Damien Hamilton 

 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2024/1048/F 
advising that it was recommended for refusal and referred to addendum in relation to 
amendment to recommended refusal reason to read - The proposal is contrary to 
Policies CTY 1 and CTY 3 of Planning Policy Statement 21: Sustainable 
Development in the Countryside and does not merit being considered as an 
exceptional case in that the building to be replaced is of a temporary construction 
and does not exhibit the essential characteristics of a dwelling. 
 
The Chair advised the committee that a request to speak on the application had 
been received and invited Mr Begley to address the committee. 
 
Mr Begley stated that the applicant has lived at the location since June 2014 making 
this a permanent home for his young family.  Mr Begley stated that the applicant 
lived in a caravan on site from June 2014 until March 2017 and then replaced the 
caravan with a modular home which has been his permanent home from March 2017 
until present.  Mr Begley stated that the reference to caravan on the case officer 
report refers to the original caravan when LPS started rating the property and that 
the LPS description of the property has never changed and that planning are aware 
of this as a query was raised in the processing of the CLUD application.  Mr Begley 
stated that a Certificate of Lawfulness was granted for the existing property with a 
description being domestic dwelling.  Mr Begley stated that the application is being 
refused because it is contrary to policy CTY1 and CTY3 of PPS21 and that it does 
not merit being an exceptional case because the building is of a temporary 
construction and therefore there is no dwelling on the ground which warrants 
replacement.  Mr Begley stated it does not seem logical to say there is no dwelling 
on the ground yet on a CLUD for a domestic dwelling was granted.  Mr Begley stated 
that the applicant wants to improve the building on site with a more energy efficient 
dwelling which he felt should be encouraged.  Mr Begley stated that a new building 
would not only be more energy efficient but would also be more visually pleasing and 
in keeping with other dwellings in the locality.  Mr Begley stated that planners 
referred to three PAC decisions but appear to have ignored these when approving a 
identical proposal.  Mr Begley stated that by approving that application planning have 
set a precedent that this type of proposal can be acceptable and that there have 
been no policy changes since that time.  Mr Begley stated that it isn’t logical to grant 
a CLUD for a domestic dwelling on site which allows the applicant to live at that 
location for as long as he wants but yet is refusing this application. 
 
The HLP asked what the views are of the site from either approach along the road. 
 
Ms McKinless stated she had not been to the site but that the case officer does not 
consider the proposed dwelling to be a prominent feature in the landscape and that 
the combination of existing and proposed landscaping is sufficient to ensure 
integration into the area.  Ms McKinless stated that the proposal has a set back 
position approx. 65m from the road and is nestled behind existing development, 
there have been no objections to the application from no.73. 
 
The Chair stated it is a strange scenario in that the current building is lawful and can 
stay there in perpetuity when a modest sized dwelling would be more satisfactory. 
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The HLP stated that the application is recommended for refusal because policy 
states that buildings of a temporary construction will not be eligible for replacement 
under this policy.  The HLP referred to the CLUD which is described as a residential 
dwelling and whether Members want to give weight to this whilst accepting that the 
building is of a temporary construction. 
 
Councillor Mullin stated that there is a dwelling there and that the proposal is to 
replace that dwelling.  The Councillor stated that it would be better for the family and 
the environment to live in a modest style dwelling rather than try and heat a log 
cabin.  Councillor Mullin proposed that the proposal be approved. 
 
Councillor Varsani seconded Councillor Mullin’s proposal. 
 
Councillor D McPeake referred to the existing CLUD and that he did not see the 
difference in having a modest dwelling on site. 
 
Councillor Clarke stated there is only one reason for refusal and that is that there is 
no dwelling on the ground.  The Councillor stated there is a dwelling on the ground. 
 
The Chair stated that the nature of the permanency makes the application easier to 
approve. 
 
The HLP asked that conditions of approval be delegated to officers. 
 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/1048/F be approved subject to 

conditions as delegated to officers. 
 
LA09/2024/1359/O Site for dwelling with domestic garage at approx. 22m 

SE of entrance to 150 Kilrea Road, Upperlands for 
Miss Charlie Lewis 

 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2024/1359/O 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
 
The Chair advised the committee that a request to speak on the application had 
been received and invited Ms Lewis to address the committee. 
 
Ms Lewis stated that the main objection to the application is visual intrusion on the 
open countryside.  Ms Lewis stated that several policies have been cited on the 
report and the decision was made not to refer to the Local Development Plan 2030 
but that she would request that this plan is considered due to the nearing date of 
implementation and the flexibility offered to current policies.  Ms Lewis referred to the 
rural needs impact assessment and the summary of issues which puts emphasis on 
growth and flexibility of development in the countryside.  Ms Lewis stated that in the 
Local Development Plan 2030 it highlights that there are plans for a rail line to run 
300m to the East of the proposal site which indicates future development in the area.  
Ms Lewis stated there have been no objections from the four neighbours notified and 
no objection from DfI with NI Water providing alternative drainage solutions.  Ms 
Lewis stated that Kilrea Road is not a protected route and that the applicant is happy 
to provide a Biodiversity Checklist Report along with adherence to any other 
guidelines.  Ms Lewis stated that the planning report recognises an appropriately 
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designed dwelling could be accommodated within the site without being a prominent 
feature in the landscape and that the applicant plans to plant several hundred trees 
around the perimeter of the site for both the privacy of herself and her neighbours 
and to protect the visual image of the countryside.  Ms Lewis stated that residents on 
the site will ensure sustainability, protection and an enhancement of the rural 
character of the area. 
 
The Chair asked what policy the application is being considered under. 
 
Ms McKinless stated that when the application was submitted there was no 
indication under CTY1 under which policy they were applying under.  Ms McKinless 
stated that the application has been considered under the cluster policy, the infill 
policy, personal and domestic circumstances and farm policy and it was found that 
there was no case under any of those policies.  Ms McKinless referred to the 
comments in relation to Mid Ulster Development Plan 2030 and stated that no 
determining weight can be given to this plan at present. 
 
The HLP highlighted that the Committee agreed to refuse this application last month 
and that it was an error of the case officer in terms of the wording of a refusal reason 
that the application is back again tonight.  The HLP stated that no additional 
information has been submitted since last month. 
 
Councillor Varsani proposed the recommendation. 
 
The Chair seconded Councillor Varsani’s proposal. 
 
Councillor Robinson stated it is difficult for the Committee to come to any other 
decision. 
 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/1359/O be refused on grounds 

stated in the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2024/1427/F 2 storey dwelling and garage (change of house type 

LA09/2023/0355/F) at lands 75m S of 16 Ballyheifer 
Road, Magherafelt for Mr and Mrs Jarlath Conway 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2024/1427/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor D McPeake 
Seconded by Councillor Clarke and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/1427/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
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LA09/2024/1536/RM Social housing development of 4 no. 5p/3b 2 storey 
dwelling houses, 6 no. 3p/2b 2 storey dwelling 
houses and 4 no. 2p/1b apartments in 1 no. Block. 14 
no. Units in total. Construction of new service road, 
utilities and all associated site works at 26 Coalisland 
Road, Dungannon for Mr Greg Woods 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2024/1536/RM which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Varsani  
Seconded by Councillor Bell and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/1536/RM be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2025/0052/F Extension to rear of dwelling to include kitchen, 

utility, bathroom, bedrooms at 6 Rock Villas, 
Knockcloughrim for Mrs Pamela Overend 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2025/0052/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor S McPeake  
Seconded by Councillor D McPeake and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0052/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2025/0097/F Change of house type for dwelling and detached 

garage (to supersede LA09/2023/0650/RM) at lands 
85m SW of 6 Megargy Road, Magherafelt for Declan 
Donnelly 

 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2025/0097/F 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
 
The Chair advised the committee that requests to speak on the application had been 
received and invited Ms Gourley to address the committee in the first instance. 
 
Ms Gourley stated that the critical issue is the scale and massing of the two storey 
rear return feature and whilst she agreed that this application is larger than what was 
previously approved it is strongly felt that the site can accommodate the larger 
house.  Ms Gourley stated that views along the Megargy Road are extremely limited 
and that the photographs shown are not helpful as she had visited the site recently 
and was unable to see the site when travelling from the North and that the South 
boundary has been planted with a 4ft hedge.  Ms Gourley stated that when travelling 
along the road from the South there is a mature roadside hedge and the levels of the 
site fall away from road level so when sitting in the car the site cannot be seen.  
Further to this there is a wooded plantation behind the site.  Ms Gourley stated that 
the only issue is the impact of the rear return and that Members should consider 
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whether this is so determining that a refusal is warranted.  Ms Gourley stated that the 
objector does not live anywhere near the site and that the same objection was made 
to the Reserved Matters application and that the objection relates to a dwelling on 
the site per se rather than the design of the dwelling. 
 
Mr Mallaghan MP stated that the proposal is for a modern house in the countryside 
and that already on the agenda tonight a very large house has been passed and that 
this application is not near that scale.  Mr Mallaghan stated that if the main block of 
the house is built and accepted and the applicant applied for an extension in a few 
years time then it would undoubtedly be passed. 
 
The HLP stated that there is planning permission on this site for a different dwelling 
and that there seems to be debate tonight relating to what vegetation is there.  The 
HLP stated that she has not visited the site and is not aware of what vegetation is 
there and whether the site can take a larger designed dwelling.  The HLP referred to 
the comments in relation to approval earlier in the meeting of an even larger dwelling 
and stated that this dwelling was set back from the road and closer to the settlement 
limit of Magherafelt.  The HLP stated that the principle of a dwelling on the site has 
been accepted and that the issues come down to design of the dwelling and whether 
the Committee find that appropriate. 
 
The Chair stated that if the only concern is the rear return is it make or break for the 
application. 
 
Councillor Varsani asked if there is any potential for the site to be dropped and if that 
could be conditioned. 
 
The HLP stated that design amendments were requested and that is not something 
that was offered.  The HLP stated that if amended plans were received officers 
would have to assess these and whether it would be enough to recommend an 
approval. 
 
Councillor Kerr proposed a site visit. 
 
Councillor Robinson seconded Councillor Kerr’s proposal. 
 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0097/F be deferred for a site visit. 
 
LA09/2025/0099/F Change of use from ancillary outbuildings to 1no. 

apartment (Retrospective) at 14 Killyman Road (Flat 
E) Dungannon for Mr Philip Kelso 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2025/0105/O Dwelling house and garage within an existing cluster 

at lands 60m N of 138 Drumagrner Road, Kilrea for Mr 
Brian Karen McCloskey 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2025/0105/O which had a recommendation for approval. 
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Proposed by Councillor D McPeake 
Seconded by Councillor Clarke and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0105/O be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2025/0106/O Dwelling in an existing cluster at lands approx. 125m 

SW of 20 Ballyknock Road, Maghera for Miss Leah 
Convery 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2025/0129/O Infill dwelling and garage at land 50m NE of 50 

Drumard Road, Draperstown for Mr Patrick Toner 
 
LA09/2025/0131/O Infill dwelling and garage at land 50m S of 46 

Drumard Road, Draperstown for Mr Patrick Toner 
 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning applications LA09/2025/0129/O 
and LA09/2025/0131/O advising that they were recommended for refusal. 
 
The Chair advised the committee that a request to speak on the applications had 
been received and invited Ms Gourley to address the committee. 
 
Ms Gourley asked if there was an image that could be shown of the wall which is 
being argued splits no.46 from the farm buildings.  Ms Gourley stated there is no 
dispute that there is a continuous and built up frontage comprising of a bungalow at 
no.52, a bungalow at no.50 and a farm holding at no.46.  Ms Gourley stated that the 
single issue in respect of each site under the exception to policy centres on whether 
there is a small gap site that could accommodate up to a maximum of two houses.  
Ms Gourley stated that Council argue that the farm dwelling at no.46 sits on a 
separate plot from its associated farm buildings and shared yard and for this reason 
it is stated that no.46 sits on a plot measuring only 26m wide.  Ms Gourley stated 
that she would argue that planners are deliberately detaching or dividing the property 
at no.46 in order to create two smaller plots which will in turn bring the average plot 
size along the frontage down by a considerable degree.  Ms Gourley stated it is clear 
from the planning drawings provided, the aerial imagery and from the ground that 
no.46 is a farm house which is owned and lived in by the Campbell family and linked 
by a shared access yard and the existing accompanying farm buildings and that this 
is not an unusual occurrence.  Ms Gourley stated that domestic access is available 
to the yard from the house via a small gate in the garden wall which runs to the back 
door of the house and does not extend to split the yard from the house completely.  
Ms Gourley stated that if this was two plots the garden wall would completely 
separate the house from the yard and entry between the two would be prohibited.  
Ms Gourley stated that going by the scale concept plan no.52 sits on a plot 
measuring 54m, no.50 sits on a plot size of 44m and no.46 with the farm yard has a 
plot measuring 66m and therefore the average plot size is 55m.  Ms Gourley stated 
that each of the two application sites measures approx.58m which is less that than 
that at no.46 and only 3m more than the average plot size.  Ms Gourley stated that 
when travelling along the road each site will appear similar in size to the 
neighbouring plots and that the policy requirement is that the gap should be small 
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and not fit more than two dwellings.  Ms Gourley stated that PAC refer to an 
assessment of comparable plot sizes and that this is not an exact science nor can be 
quantified via a scale ruler and is a matter of subjective judgement.  Ms Gourley 
asked what harm would result to public interest from approving these two application 
sites given the built up frontage at this location.  Ms Gourley stated that she had 
asked if there were pictures of the wall at the outset as she felt it is important as it 
will show that the wall only extends partially into the plot and does not divide the 
house from the farm buildings. 
 
The Chair stated that the lack of photographs leaves it confusing for Members.  The 
Chair stated that his interpretation of infill was frontage and regardless of whether its 
a farm yard or a building if it fronts on to the road it should be frontage.  The Chair 
felt that in the absence of photographs it would be useful for Members to see the 
site.   
 
Councillor Clarke stated it was clear to him in that there are two buildings to one side 
of the site and one building to the other side but that the issue seems to be that they 
can’t be seen together.  The Councillor stated that this is a rural area and not a town 
with the farm dwelling basically sitting in its yard and that the frontage of that is 
similar to the two dwellings to the other side.  Councillor Clarke stated that the gap in 
between is of equal size for two more dwellings and he therefore could not see how 
there is an issue. 
 
Councillor Kerr proposed a site visit. 
 
Members were in agreement. 
 
Resolved  That planning applications LA09/2025/0129/O and LA09/2025/0131/O 

be deferred for a site visit. 
 
LA09/2025/0140/F Extension to existing shop unit; new garden centre 

with holding area and amendments to service yard 
and access. Elevational changes and associated site 
works at Home Bargains, Oaks Shopping Centre, 
Oaks Road, Dungannon for Mr T Morris 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2025/0140/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Varsani 
Seconded by Councillor S McPeake and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0140/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2025/0171/O Infill dwelling at 90m SE of 55 Annaghquin Road, 

Dungannon for Mrs Rachel Trimble 
 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2025/0171/O 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
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Proposed by Councillor S McPeake 
Seconded by Councillor Varsani and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0171/O be refused on grounds 

stated in the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2025/0179/F Single storey dwelling with garage at lands between 

255 and 259 Orritor Road, Cookstown (entering of 
Church Road) for Mr Serghei Hamchevici 

 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2025/0179/F 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
 
Councillor Clarke stated he recalled this site being discussed initially and that 
although the site is not within the settlement limits it was agreed by Members that it 
would be rounding off and asked that surely the situation remains the same. 
 
Councillor Bell stated he also recalled the outline application and that discussions at 
that time agreed that the property to the West of the site would be a natural bookend.  
The Councillor stated there is already intensification and an existing ribbon and that 
it was felt that one more property at that location would have no demonstrable 
impact on the surrounding area. 
 
The HLP stated that there is now clearer direction on these types of issues from 
PAC.  The HLP stated that PPS21 serves for the rural area and in the application of 
this for the likes of clustering, ribbon development or infill the properties being relied 
upon should also be in the rural area.  In this case, the development that is being 
relied upon in order to create an infill opportunity is all within the settlement limit on 
one side.  The site to the left has not been implemented yet.  The HLP stated that if 
the development was taken away from the left of the application site the 
development of Orritor was drawn at the road as it was considered a natural break.  
The HLP stated that no weight has been given to the previous decision to approve 
because it has expired but that Members may want to give weight to that. 
 
Councillor Bell asked if the development to the left of the red line is a development. 
 
The HLP stated it was a house. 
 
The Chair felt it was harsh to refuse this application as there is an application to the 
West of the site and that a precedent has previously been set at outline stage. 
 
Councillor Bell agreed that a precedent had been set and that there is a bookend 
which will mean development will not extend further into the countryside.  Councillor 
Bell proposed that the application be approved based on the previous decision 
taken. 
 
Councillor Kerr seconded Councillor Bell’s proposal. 
 
The HLP stated that the Committee are giving weight to the previous decision to 
approve the outline application and that whilst the provisions of PPS21 will prevail it 
is considered there are overriding material considerations in this instance that being 
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a previous decision which has not long expired.  It is further considered that the 
proposal will have no visual impact and be a rounding off. 
 
The HLP asked that conditions of approval are delegated to officers. 
 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0179/F be approved subject to 

conditions being delegated to officers. 
 
LA09/2025/0232/F Two storey side extension to existing dwelling to 

provide lounge and utility space on ground floor with 
first floor bedroom and walk in dressing room at 10 
Dernmore Drive, Coalisland, Dungannon for Mr 
Mickey Mansell 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2025/0232/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Kerr  
Seconded by Councillor Varsani and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0232/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2025/0260/O Site for infill dwelling & domestic garage at 60m NE 

of 16 Drumhubbert Road, Dungannon for Mr James 
Daniel Wilson 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2025/0354/O Dwelling with garage at land adjacent to and W of 65 

Ballymacilcurr Road, Upperlands, Maghera for James 
Kyle 

 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2025/0354/O 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
 
Councillor Black stated that there is no agent for this application and asked if there 
has been engagement between the applicant and officers. 
 
Ms McKinless stated that there is no email trail uploaded but that is not to say there 
hasn’t been correspondence. 
 
The Chair asked for clarification that the farmhouses adjacent the site have no link 
with the applicant. 
 
Ms McKinless outlined the land owned by the applicant and stated this is a stand 
alone site.   
 
Councillor Black stated there appeared to be a number of uncertainties in relation to 
this application which cannot be answered tonight.  Councillor Black proposed that 
the application be deferred for one month to allow for further engagement with the 

Page 62 of 128



21 –  Planning Committee (03.06.25) 
 

applicant to address queries meaning that the Committee will then be better placed 
to make an informed decision. 
 
Councillor Robinson seconded Councillor Black’s proposal. 
 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0354/O be deferred for one 

month for further engagement with the applicant. 
 
LA09/2025/0371/F Dwelling and detached domestic garage between 94 

and 96 Moneyhaw Road, Moneymore for Mr & Mrs 
Cormac & Rachell Murphy 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2025/0371/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Clarke  
Seconded by Councillor Bell and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2025/0371/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
The Chair adjourned the meeting for a comfort break at 8.25 pm.  The meeting 
resumed at 8.37 pm. 
 
LA09/2022/0657/O Dwelling and domestic garage at 40m W of 62 

Ballynargan Road, Stewartstown for Nuala 
McReynolds 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2022/1117/F Retention of shed ancillary to existing business and 

domestic dwelling and associated works, including 
extension of domestic and commercial curtilage, 
landscaping works, garden wallestate fencing and 
widening of access at 14 Tullydraw Road, Dungannon 
for Paul McCaul 

 
Mr Marrion (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2022/1117/F 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
 

Proposed by Councillor S McPeake 
Seconded by Councillor Robinson and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2022/1117/F be refused on grounds 

stated in the officer’s report. 
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LA09/2023/0290/O Dwelling and garage at lands approx. 93m NE of 19 
Coal Pit Road, Dungannon for Mr & Mrs Peter and 
Carmel McBrien 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2023/0290/O which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Varsani  
Seconded by Councillor Kerr and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2023/0290/O be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2023/1257/F New distribution hub and associated ancillary works 

at lands C.60m SW of 21 Hillhead Road, Toomebridge 
for Declan Graffin 

 
Agreed that application be deferred earlier in meeting. 
 
LA09/2023/1344/F Dwelling & garage (substitution for 

LA09/2022/0490/O) at 194m SW of 8 Killybearn Lane, 
Cookstown for Mr and Mrs Martyn and Niamh Devlin 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2023/1344/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Clarke  
Seconded by Councillor D McPeake and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2023/1344/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2024/0067/O Site for single dwelling and garage at land approx. 

60m SW of 21 Corvanaghan Road, Cookstown for Ms 
Joanne McGurk 

 
Ms McKinless (SPO) presented a report on planning application LA09/2024/0067/O 
advising that it was recommended for refusal. 
 

Proposed by Councillor S McPeake 
Seconded by Councillor J Buchanan and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/0067/O be refused on grounds 

stated in the officer’s report. 
 
LA09/2024/0556/F Retention of 3 storey pre fabricated office building at 

31B Tulyreavy Road Rock, Dungannon for Mr Brian 
Lagan 

 
Members considered previously circulated report on planning application 
LA09/2024/0556/F which had a recommendation for approval. 
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Proposed by Councillor Kerr  
Seconded by Councillor Mullin and  

 
Resolved  That planning application LA09/2024/0556/F be approved subject to 

conditions as per the officer’s report. 
 
 
Matters for Information 
 
P070/25 Minutes of Planning Committee held on 6 May 2025 
 
Members noted previously circulated minutes of Planning Committee held on 6 May 
2025. 
 
P071/25 Receive Report on Deferred Applications Caseload 
 
The Chair stated this item would be considered in confidential business. 
 
 
Live broadcast ended at 8.46 pm.   
 
 
Local Government (NI) Act 2014 – Confidential Business 
 

Proposed by Councillor Varsani  
Seconded by Councillor Clarke and  

 
Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 

Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public be asked to 
withdraw from the meeting whilst Members consider items P071/25 to 
P076/25.  

 
 Matters for Decision  
 P071/25 Receive Report on Deferred Applications Caseload 

P072/25 Receive Enforcement Report 
   
  Matters for Information 

P073/25 Confidential Minutes of Planning Committee held on 6 
May 2025 

P074/25 Enforcement Cases Opened 
P075/25 Enforcement Cases Closed 
P076/25  Enforcement Live Case List 

 
P077/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 6.00 pm and ended at 9.40 pm. 

 
 
 

Chair _______________________  Date ________________________ 
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Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 

Good evening and welcome to the Council’s Planning Committee in the Chamber, 
Magherafelt and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 
 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet 
connection issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself  
 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 
 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 
roll call of all other Members in attendance. 
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ADDENDUM TO PLANNING COMMITTEE AGENDA 

          
 
FOR PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING ON:  3rd June 2025 
 
Additional information has been received on the following items since the 
agenda was issued. 
 

Chair’s Business 

Mineral License 

 

ITEM INFORMATION RECEIVED ACTION REQUIRED 
   

5.10  Additional refusal reason to be 
included on LA09/2024/1015/O 

Members to note  

5.11 Amendment to recommended 
refusal reason on 
LA09/2024/1048/F 

Members to note  

6.4  Withdrawn from June schedule, to be 
presented at July meeting  
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Item 5.10 

Additional refusal reason: 

The proposal is contrary to Policy CTY 8 of PPS 21 in that a dwelling in this location 
will add to an existing ribbon of development along this section of Sluggen Road. 

 

Item 5.11 

Amendment to recommended refusal reason to read: 

The proposal is contrary to Policies CTY 1 and CTY 3 of Planning Policy Statement 
21: Sustainable Development in the Countryside and does not merit being 
considered as an exceptional case in that the building to be replaced is of a 
temporary construction and does not exhibit the essential characteristics of a 
dwelling.  
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Minutes of Meeting of Policy and Resources Committee of Mid Ulster District 
Council held on Thursday 5 June 2025 in the Council Offices, Ballyronan Road,
Magherafelt and by Virtual Means

Members Present Councillor Cahoon, Chair

Councillor Brown*, F Burton, J Burton*, Gildernew*, 
Martin*, McAleer, McConnell*, McLean, McLernon, S 
McPeake, Molloy*, Quinn*, Totten*, Wilson 

Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive 
Attendance Mrs Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational

Development, Strategy & Performance (SD: ODSP)
Mrs Campbell, Strategic Director Environment
Mrs Dyson, Head of Human Resources (HoHR)**
Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services and 
Engagement (HoSS&E)
Mr Moffett, Assistant Director: Organisational 
Development, Strategy & Performance (AD: ODSP)
Ms Keys, Marketing and Communications Development 
Manager (M&CDM)
Mr Scullion, Assistant Director of Property Services (AD: 
PS)**
Mr O’Hagan, Head of IT (HoIT)

          Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager

*   Denotes members present in remote attendance 
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means
*** Denotes others present by remote means

The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm.

The Chair, Councillor Cahoon welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor Cahoon in introducing 
the meeting detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of 
the committee in the Chamber and by virtual means, by referring to Annex A to this 
minute.

P103/25 Notice of Recording

Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent 
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site.

PR104/25 Apologies

None.
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PR105/25 Declarations of Interest

The Chair, Councillor Cahoon reminded Members of their responsibility with regard 
to declarations of interest.

PR106/25 Chairs Business

The Chair, Councillor Cahoon said that she was looking forward to the year ahead 
and asked that appropriate notice be given beforehand for any future matters for 
Chair’s Business.

Matters for Decision 

PR107/25 Corporate Performance Improvement Plan (PIP Plan) 2025 to 2026

Members considered previously circulated report which sought approval for Council’s
Corporate Performance Improvement Plan (PIP) for period 2025-2026.

Proposed by Councillor McAleer 
Seconded by Councillor McLean and 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve the Council’s 
Corporate Performance Improvement Plan (PIP) Plan 2025-2026.

PR108/25 Request(s) to Illuminate Council Property

Members considered previously circulated report which sought approval to illuminate
and light up the Council’s three designated properties to raise awareness for the 
following:

 LGS (Lennox Gastaut Syndrome) Foundation – LGS Awareness Day – 1 
November – Colour: Purple and/or Green

 Mid Ulster Loneliness Network – 13 June 2025 – Colour: Blue
 Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice – Children’s Hospice Week – 17 June 

2025 – Colour: Purple
 NSPKU – International PKU Day – 30 June 2025 – Colour: Green

Proposed by Councillor McLernon 
Seconded by Councillor F Burton and 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council to illuminate the three designated 
Council properties as follows –
 LGS (Lennox Gastaut Syndrome) Foundation – LGS Awareness 

Day – 1 November – Colour: Purple and/or Green
 Mid Ulster Loneliness Network – 13 June 2025 – Colour: Blue
 Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice – Children’s Hospice Week – 

17 June 2025 – Colour: Purple
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 NSPKU – International PKU Day – 30 June 2025 – Colour: Green

PR109/25 Renewal of the Supplier Agreement for Halfords Cycle 2 Work 
Scheme through ESPO Framework

The SD: ODSP presented previously circulated report and sought approval for 
Renewal of Supplier Agreement for Halfords for the provision of our Cycle 2 Work 
Scheme through ESPO Staff Benefits Framework.

In response to Councillor McLean’s query regarding the scheme being made 
available to Members, SD: ODSP advised that as deductions were made through 
payroll there should be no problem.

Councillor Molloy advised that he had benefitted from the scheme in the past which 
had been open to members. He said that this was an excellent scheme and was also
available through other independent retail cycle shops in Mid Ulster apart from 
Halfords.

Councillor J Burton said that within the main report Halfords was the only supplier 
mentioned and sought clarity on whether other independent suppliers were eligible.

The SD: ODSP advised that if a person has a particular interest in a certain item this 
can be obtained through specialist suppliers through Halfords as they can take on 
board the other supplier if they cannot source the cycle required.  

Proposed by Councillor McLean 
Seconded by Councillor Molloy and 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council that approval be granted for the 
Renewal of the Supplier Agreement with Halfords for the provision of 
Cycle 2 Work Scheme through completion of a Customer Access 
Agreement with ESPO.

PR110/25 Complaints Handling Arrangements Annual Report

The AD: ODSP presented previously circulated report to provide update on data 
capture and investigation arrangements to the Councils complaints handling 
procedures for the period 1st April 2024 – 31st March 2025.

The AD: ODSP advised in summary that officially 69 corporate level complaints had 
been received and processed through complaint handling directorate, with 3.3 
outlining the details.  The previously attached appendices provided breakdown of the
categories and how they were categorised and agreed by the NIPSO office.

Councillor S McPeake said that he was heartened to see the high percentage 
resolved on the outcome of the complaints received.

Councillor McLean said that he appreciated that comparisons could not be made 
with other Councils but asked how Council measures itself.  
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The AD: ODSP advised that this would be done through league tables on how Mid 
Ulster rates against other Councils.  This was the first year that official reports were 
produced and in due course, there would be an opportunity for Council to do a litmus
test by checking other public authorities on what they published going forward.  It 
was his understanding that the number of complaints received was on the lower side
which was positive for this Council but going forward would take on board Councillor 
McLean’s comments.

The SD: ODSP advised Members that this has been the first year that this has been 
rolled out amongst the 11 Councils.  She said as a matter of note that Mid Ulster 
Council had been invited to Stormont in July to speak on the process due to best 
practice as it was one of the top Councils on how the process was rolled out the last 
12 months. The SD: ODSP stated that a presentation was being prepared for 
Stormont on how it was rolled out in Mid Ulster and the lessons learnt as the system 
was going to be rolled out by the Health Service.

Councillor McLean said that this was very positive and important to get this message
out as sometimes Council does not sell itself, in case it tempts fate.

Proposed by Councillor S McPeake
Seconded by Councillor McAleer and 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council to note the contents of the Annual 
Report for 1st April 2024 – 31st March 2025; the associated appendix 
and confirm its agreement to publish the data as required by legislation.

PR111/25 Member Services

No issues.

Matters for Information

PR112/25 Minutes of Policy and Resources Committee held on 8 May 2025

Members noted Minutes of Policy & Resources Committee held on 8 May 2025.

PR113/25 Service Improvement Plan - Chief Executive Directorate: 
Marketing and Communications Service 2025-2026

Members noted Service Improvement Plan for Chief Executive Directorate: 
Marketing and Communications Service 2025-2026.

PR114/25 Retention and Disposal Schedule – Planning Addendum

Members noted update on amendments to the agreed Planning Retention and 
Disposal Schedule, which sets out how the Council manages physical and digital 
Planning records.  
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PR115/25 Service Improvement Plan – Corporate Services & Finance 
Directorate 2025-2026

Members noted Service Improvement Plan for Corporate Services & Finance 
Directorate 2025-2026.

Live broadcast ended at 7.15 pm.  

Local Government (NI) Act 2014 - Confidential Business

Proposed by Councillor Wilson
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and 

Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public be asked to
withdraw from the meeting whilst Members consider items PR116/25
to PR125/25.

Matters for Decision 
PR116/25 Staffing Matters for Decision – Pension Related
PR117/25 Staffing Matters for Decision
PR118/25 Councillors’ Scheme of Allowances 2025/26 – Update
PR119/25 Financial Report for 12 Months Ended 31 March 2025
PR120/25 Land and Property Matters
PR121/25 Desertcreat Lands Acquisition

Matters for Information 
PR122/25 Confidential Minutes of Policy & Resources Committee 

held on 8 May 2025
PR123/25 Staff Matters for Information
PR124/25 Contracts and DAC Registers – Update
PR125/25 Treasury Management – Update March 2025

P126/25 Duration of Meeting

The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 7.59 pm.

Chair _________________________

Date _________________________
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Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson

Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 
Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually.

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens. 

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:-

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet 
connection issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep
raised until observed by an Officer or myself 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining 

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 
turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 
using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then
roll call of all other Members in attendance.
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1 – Environment Committee (10.06.25)

Minutes of Meeting of Environment Committee of Mid Ulster District Council 
held on Tuesday 10 June 2025 in Council Offices, Ballyronan Road, 
Magherafelt and by virtual means

Members Present Councillor McFlynn, Chair 

Councillors J Buchanan, J Burton, Cahoon, Kelly, 
Groogan, Johnston, McAleer*, McElvogue*, McGuigan, 
McNamee, Milne*, Mullin*, Robinson, Varsani

Officers in Mrs Campbell, Strategic Director of Environment (SD: 
Attendance Env)

Mr Conlon, Head of Technical Services (HoTS)
Mr McAdoo, Assistant Director of Environmental Services
(AD: ES)
Mr Scullion, Assistant Director of Property Services (AD: 
PS)
Miss Thompson, Committee and Member Services 
Officer

Others in Councillor Quinn (7.39 pm)***
Attendance 

* Denotes members and members of the public present in remote attendance 
** Denotes Officers present by remote means
*** Denotes others present by remote means

The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm

The Chair, Councillor McFlynn welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.  Councillor McFlynn in introducing 
the meeting detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of 
the committee in the chamber and by virtual means, by referring to Annex A to this 
minute.  

E116/25 Notice of Recording

Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent 
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site.

E117/25 Apologies

None.
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E118/25 Declarations of Interest

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility with regard to declarations of 
interest.

Councillor McAleer declared an interest in agenda item 22 – Energy Contract Award 
Update.

E119/25 Chair’s Business 

This being her first meeting as Chair of the Environment Committee Councillor 
McFlynn thanked Members and Officers for the work done throughout the past year. 
Councillor McFlynn asked Members if they have an item for Chair’s Business that 
the request is submitted two days before the meeting.  

The Chair referred to letter received from St Macartan’s Primary School Clogher and 
asked Councillor Robinson to present the issue.

Councillor Robinson stated that St Macartan’s Primary School have had an ongoing 
issue with traffic accessing and egressing the school on to the busy A4 and have 
sent a letter to Council asking if there is anything it can do in lobbying to make the 
junction to the school safer.  The Councillor highlighted that there are similar issues 
in other areas and that he has been working in relation to traffic problems in 
Fivemiletown.

The Strategic Director of Environment (SD: Env) stated that she had also got a copy 
of the letter and although Council doesn’t necessarily have any responsibility in 
relation to roads and access, officers can seek to facilitate a meeting with DfI, the 
Education Authority and Members.

The Chair, Councillor McFlynn suggested that the letter received be circulated to 
Clogher Valley DEA Members and that a meeting be facilitated.

Proposed by Councillor Robinson 
Seconded by Councillor Varsani and 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council –
 To send letter received from St Macartan’s Primary School to 

Clogher Valley DEA Members.
 To facilitate meeting to discuss traffic issues at St Macartan’s 

Primary School.

Matters for Decision

E120/25 Bus Shelters Update

The Head of Technical Services (HoTS) presented previously circulated report which
provided update on current bus shelter status.
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3 – Environment Committee (10.06.25)

Councillor Johnston spoke in relation to proposed bus shelter at Hillhead Road and 
expressed concern following the meeting with DfI that they are more worried about 
liability than finding a solution meanwhile children continue to be exposed at the side
of the road with no shelter.  The Councillor stated that there is to be a further 
meeting with DfI.

Councillor Varsani referred to bus shelter at Cloneen in Dungannon and that it is 
disappointing that this application is being rejected.  The Councillor stated that she is
aware that both Roads Service and Council Officers did their best to find a suitable 
location in relation to this application but that it cannot progress despite the need that
was identified.  Councillor Varsani stated that the residents of Cloneen will be 
disappointed but that she would explain to them that all options were explored.

Proposed by Councillor Robinson 
Seconded by Councillor Johnston and 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council that – 
 Bus shelter applications listed as recommended to move from stage 

5, under 3.4: 1Nr
 2025-003 Rocktown Road, Castledawson

 Bus shelter applications listed under 3.8 is recommended for 
rejection this month: 1Nr
 2025-001 Cloneen Estate, Dungannon

Matters for Information 

E121/25 Environment Committee minutes of meeting held on 13 May 2025

Members noted minutes of Environment Committee held on 13 May 2025.

E122/25 Building Control Workload

Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the workload 
analysis for Building Control.

E123/25 Entertainment Licensing Applications

Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on Entertainment
Licensing Applications across the Mid Ulster District.

Councillor Mullin welcomed the application for Pomeroy Forest Park but that the type
of licence, days/hours proposed and number of patrons is to be confirmed.  The 
Councillor asked that this is looked at sooner than later and referred to previously 
held Comhaltas event which was very successful but would have been better if there
had been an Entertainment Licence for inside the building.
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4 – Environment Committee (10.06.25)

E124/25 Dual Language Signage Requests

Members noted previously circulated report which advised of requests for Dual 
Language Signage from residents on the streets/roads in question.

E125/25 Dual Language Signage Surveys

Members noted previously circulated report which advised of the result of surveys 
undertaken on all applicable residents on the streets/roads in response to Dual 
Language Signage Nameplate requests.

Councillor McNamee referred to survey of Killybearn Road, Cookstown and 
highlighted report which stated that 12 survey letters were returned, 1 reply in favour 
and 1 reply not in favour and that the percentage in favour is 92%.  The Councillor 
asked if there was a typographical error.

The Assistant Director of Property Services (AD: PS) advised that this was a 
typographical error.

E126/25 Eco Speak Competition 2025

Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the annual 
Eco Speak Competition for Mid Ulster Primary Schools.

The Chair, Councillor McFlynn stated this is a valuable competition and 
congratulated the winners and suggested inviting the top two schools to an 
Environment Committee to discuss their projects.

Councillor Robinson congratulated officers on a great event and stated that he had 
been impressed with the ideas and suggestions put forward by the young people 
taking part.  Councillor Robinson proposed inviting schools to the Environment 
Committee.

Councillor J Burton felt that regardless of whether they won or not all participants of 
the competition should be invited to a Committee.

The Chair, Councillor McFlynn stated that there were four finalists of the competition 
and suggested that they be invited to a future meeting.

Members were in agreement.

Resolved That it be recommended to Council that the four finalists of the Eco 
Speak Competition be invited to a future Environment Committee.

E127/25 Chewing Gum Task Force Grant Funding

Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the successful
application to the Chewing Gum Task Force Year 4 (2025) Grant Scheme.

The Chair, Councillor McFlynn stated that the funding is welcome.
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5 – Environment Committee (10.06.25)

Councillor Johnston proposed a marketing campaign similar to that for dog fouling be
undertaken to raise awareness of chewing gum and disposing of it properly.

Councillor J Burton seconded Councillor Johnston’s proposal.

Resolved That it be recommended to Council to undertake marketing campaign 
in relation to disposal of chewing gum.

Councillor Varsani agreed that the grant money is welcome and highlights how costly
an issue this is to rectify.  The Councillor agreed with the proposal for more 
campaigning and that it is her understanding there is already some signage in 
Cookstown.  Councillor Varsani stated that it is very labour intensive and expensive 
to remove chewing gum from pavements and that anything that can be done to 
educate people should be done.

Councillor Robinson asked if it just the main towns that benefit from having the 
steam cleaner.

The Assistant Director of Environmental Services (AD: ES) advised that the funding 
and the steam cleaner is targeted primarily at public realm areas but if there is 
capacity and resource then it can be rolled out to other areas.  The AD: ES also 
stated that one of the conditions of the funding is to run a communications campaign 
so this will be undertaken.

Councillor J Burton stated that there has been a slight improvement in the 
Dungannon area and encouraged as much use as possible of the steam cleaner.  
The Councillor stated that although public realm areas are focussed on it would also 
be appreciated if side streets could be cleaned.

Councillor McGuigan stated that the focus is normally on litter and whilst litter is easy
to lift chewing gum is much more difficult to clean up and highlighted that the report 
outlines that 100k has been invested on this issue over the past four years.  The 
Councillor stated that there is a need to focus on the public realm areas as these are
the areas promoted and that there needs to be education in relation to the disposal 
of chewing gum.

The Chair, Councillor McFlynn stated that litter is a disgusting habit and felt that 
dropping chewing gum is as bad as dog fouling.  Councillor McFlynn stated it is good
to hear there will be a marketing campaign as considerable money has been spent 
on public realm schemes throughout the District.

Live broadcast ended at 7.23 pm.

Local Government (NI) Act 2014 - Confidential Business

Proposed by Councillor McNamee
Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and 
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6 – Environment Committee (10.06.25)

Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 
Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public be asked to 
withdraw from the meeting whilst Members consider items E128/25 to 
E140/25.

Matters for Decision
E128/25  Capital Projects - IST Award – Greenvale Leisure Centre

– Viewing Gallery and Front Entrance Works 
E129/25 Capital Projects - IST Award – Small Settlements- 

Coalisland Canal
E130/25 Application for installation of Memorial Bench (a)
E131/25 Application for Installation of Memorial Bench (b)
E132/25 Contract for the Collection, Processing and Recycling of 

Plasterboard from Recycling Centres
E133/25 Service for the haulage, treatment and disposal of 

residual waste

Matters for Information 
E134/25 Environment Committee Confidential Minutes of meeting 

held on 13 May 2025
E135/25 Maghera Regeneration Programme Update 
E136/25 Capital Programme 2023-2027: 2024/25 Update 
E137/25 Energy Contract Award Update 
E138/25 Off-Street Car Parking Update 2024-2025
E139/25 Capital Framework – ICT Contracts Update
E140/25 Capital Framework – IST Contracts Update

E141/25 Duration of Meeting

The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 7.58 pm.

CHAIR ________________________

DATE _________________________
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7 – Environment Committee (10.06.25)

Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson

Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 
Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Dungannon/Magherafelt] and virtually.

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens. 

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:-

o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet 
connection issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep
raised until observed by an Officer or myself 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining 

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 
turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 
using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda.
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1 – Development Committee (12.06.25) 

Minutes of Meeting of the Development Committee of Mid Ulster District Council 
held on Thursday 12 June 2025 in the Council Offices, Ballyronan Road, 
Magherafelt and by Virtual means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor McNamee, Chair 
 

Councillors Bell, Black, W Buchanan, F Burton, Clarke, 
Corry, Forde, Gildernew*, McLernon, McQuade*, Milne*, 
Molloy*, Monteith*, Quinn*, Wilson 

 
Officers in   Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place 
Attendance     (SD: C&P) 
     Mr Cavlin, Leisure Centre Development Manager (LCDM) 
    Ms Linney, Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) 

Ms McCartney, Strategic Programme Development 
Manager (SPDM) 
Mr McCreedy, Strategic Programmes Service Manager 
(SPSM) 
Ms McKeown, Tourism Service Manager (TSM) 
Ms Spence, Economic Regeneration Service Manager 
(ERSM) 
Mr Kelso, ICT 
Mrs Grogan, Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
Others in    Deputation: Mid Ulster Volunteer Centre 
Attendance   Rachael Jeffers, Chair 

Michele McKeown, General Manager 
 
 
 
*   Denotes Members present in remote attendance 
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
          
The meeting commenced at 7.09 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black welcomed everyone to the meeting and those watching 
the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor Black in introducing the meeting 
detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of the committee 
by referring to Annex A to this minute. 
 
D097/25 Notice of Recording  
 
This meeting will be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast on the Council’s You 
Tube site. 
 
D098/25 Apologies 
 
The Assistant Director of Health, Leisure & Wellbeing (AD: HL&W). 
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2 – Development Committee (12.06.25) 

 
D099/25 Declaration of Interests  
  
The Chair, Councillor McNamee reminded Members of their responsibility with regard 
to declaration of interest. 
 
Councillor Molloy declared an interest in Dungannon Enterprise Centre. 
 
Councillor Wilson declared an interest in Cookstown Enterprise Centre. 
 
Councillor Wilson declared an interest in in Go Succeed programme. 
 
 
D100/25  Chair’s Business 
 
The Chair advised that he had received a number of items from members which they 
wished to raise. 
 
Councillor Clarke wished to raise the following three issues which were basically in 
conjunction of the upper reaches of the River Foyle systems, especially the part 
relating to Mid Ulster which was approximately only 5 miles from here tonight -  
 
1) Davagh Forest - The member advised that he had been approached by concerned 

members of the public in relation to damage to trees at Davagh Forest during the 
recent storms and also trees falling into the river and blocking it.  He had 
contacted Forestry Service and Mr Kenny Acheson had come back promptly & 
visited the site apologising that he had been unaware of the matter and would 
endeavour to get the matter sorted as soon as there was a machine available to 
clear the debris. The member said that the other local forests like Drum Manor and 
Inniskeen have been tidied up and attention given to and wanted the same for 
Davagh as it was an important facility for walking and mountain biking. 
 

2) Owenkillew Catchment – The member advised that documentation obtained 
discovered that this related to the same area which Rivers Trust were involved in. 
No contact had been made with anyone in his locality but was his understanding 
that a meeting had been held in Gortin at some stage which was miles away.  He 
had made contact with someone, but it was now stopped for some reason from 
last summer. It was his understanding that there was a substantial fund available, 
similar to what happens at Ballinderry, i.e. assistance to farmers to help improve 
the water quality by way of keeping livestock out of rivers and drinking troughs. He 
said that it was disappointing that Mid Ulster was being overlooked for funding and 
would be important to get in contact with the appropriate people to seek a way 
forward. 

 
3) Ulster Wildlife – The member advised that Fermanagh & Omagh Council had 

carried out a project on the Black Bog where trees had been removed from the 
blanket bog in conjunction with Ulster Wildlife.  He said that he had been 
contacted pre-Christmas last year about a similar project for Mid Ulster area 
around Kildress and the same catchment.  The member said people were unsure 
where the matter was currently at and felt that it would be important to make 
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contact with the appropriate people and arrange a meeting due to the historical 
nature of the Black Bog which maps indicate dated back 300 years. The member 
said that the site was very important due to its archaeology, geology and ecology. 

 
The Chair advised that Officers take on board Councillor Clarke’s comments, 
investigate and bring back an update in due course. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to Glenmore Scenic Walk, Tulnavern Road, Ballygawley 
where damage had occurred at the entrance during the recent storms and asked if this 
could be investigated. 
 
The Chair said if any member wishes to raise an item under Chair’s Business, could 
they provide 48 hours advance notice to allow time for consideration in case there was 
something contentious.  
 
D101/25 Deputation – Mid Ulster Volunteer Centre 
 
The Chair, Councillor McNamee welcomed Messrs Jeffers and McKeown to the 
meeting and invited them to make their presentation. 
 
Messrs Jeffers and McKeown made presentation (appendix 1) on the role of Mid 
Ulster Volunteer Centre on how they endeavour to help support local people along 
with local organisations and businesses. 
 
The Chair commended the group for their presentation and said that he was very 
encouraged by looking at the stats where there was 360 volunteers and 290 
organisations.  He said that this was a brilliant opportunity for people to build their 
confidence and their self-esteem. 
 
Councillor Corry thanked the group for their presentation and said that she had been 
lucky to call into the centre a few times and attend the Volunteer Recognition Awards 
which were fantastic.  The member recalled that in the past the organisation had 
struggled to recruit volunteers during Covid and reluctance to go out especially to 
older people and enquired if this had now changed. 
 
Ms McKeown said that it was now getting back to what was normal before Covid but 
was a slow climb.  She said what the organisation was finding that there was a lot 
more mental health issues that require a lot more need and could be difficult to get the 
right support for those who wish to volunteer in finding the right placement and 
support.  Having spoken to other volunteer organisations the findings showed that 
things were beginning to get back to normal pre Covid. 
 
Councillor McLernon thanked the group for their presentation and referred to where it 
was mentioned about adults with learning disabilities and enquired if this included 
adults with complex needs and challenging behaviour. The member said that she was 
aware that most of the organisation’s matters were based around Cookstown and 
Magherafelt and enquired if there were any plans to come to Dungannon and 
Coalisland areas. 
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Ms McKeown advised that the Dungannon/Coalisland service was mostly run by the 
Northern Health & Social Care Trust and was her understanding that the Southern 
Trust was developing that service, but this was the reason why it was based in 
Cookstown and Magherafelt.  She said that this was for adults with learning 
disabilities, but it’s for those who don’t have any personal care but includes a wide 
range to make them more independent.  These include adults with autism and Downs 
Syndrome age range from 16 to 60 years old but depends on whether the service 
suits their needs and if this is the case, the organisation assesses whether it is the 
right for them and a referral from the Trust before they can attend the service. 
 
Councillor McLernon enquired if this included complex needs and challenging 
behaviours along with medical needs and asked if staff were trained up to provide 
medical assistance with delivery of medication also. 
 
Ms McKeown advised that staff were not in place to provide medical assistance but 
could assist service users with diabetes etc. but more there to be able to support them 
and help them to live independently in their communities.  In Cookstown service users 
love attending the leisure centre and in Magherafelt service users love to participate in 
many activities including walking, attending leisure centre and going to cafes and was 
great to see when they are out in the community retail staff etc. addressing them by 
their first names ensuring that they are part of the community. 
 
Councillor F Burton commended the group on their work and for providing members 
with document packs tonight.  The member said that in Mid Ulster volunteers were 
very much needed, Ulster Bloom depends on volunteers to carry out the work in our 
local towns and villages and also the work Agewell does for senior citizens, the 
vulnerable and people living in the rural areas.  Volunteers play a huge role in 
delivering the work on a daily basis and enquired if there was anything more that the 
Council could do to help.  The member referred to comment by Councillor McLernon 
about trust area and said that she sometimes was confused with the different trust 
area boundaries.  She said that it seems that the Northern Trust is away ahead as far 
as Agewell was concerned as they were able to get the work done as it had taken the 
Southern Trust a bit longer to do.   As Chair of the Council, she would be happy to 
recognise people for their volunteering and also help support the group to raise the 
profile and encourage volunteering as it was usually one or two people who were the 
drive in rural areas.  The member advised the group to get in touch if they felt that 
Council could help support them going forward. 
 
Ms McKeown said that this was the reason the Volunteer Recognition Awards came 
about to make sure that those individuals who were very much involved within their 
communities do get the recognition they deserve.  She said that Council has been 
beneficial in supporting the organisation in getting some groups recognised and also 
help promote events and activities in their community news etc.  She said that the 
group work very much as a team to try and develop ways to make sure that they reach 
the wider community and getting recognition and support they need including Access 
NI checks, policies and procedures etc to help support the volunteers that is there. 
 
Councillor Wilson thanked the group for their presentation and said that the late 
George Shiels, a previous member of this Council was heavily involved and 
instrumental in the setting up of the volunteer centre and that he would be absolutely 
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delighted with the continued work which was ongoing there.  The member wished the 
organisation well and asked them to keep it going for his sake. 
 
Representatives from Mid Ulster Volunteer Centre withdrew from the meeting at 7.35 
pm. 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
D102/25 Community Vintage Tractor - Draperstown 
 
The Leisure Centre Development Manager (LCDM) presented previously circulated 
report which sought approval for the installation of a Community Vintage Tractor at 
Plantin, Draperstown, to be acquired by the Draperstown Workspace Community 
Group in collaboration with local schools. 
 
Councillor Corry was happy to propose the report and said that Councillor Groogan 
would be very happy about this for the community as she has been involved with this 
for a while, as it’s working alongside local schools, Men’s Shed, Workspace, 
Ballinascreen Community Forum and other sports and community groups.  The 
member said that this was part of the area’s Bloom Project which aims to empower 
and encourage young people to positively participate in community activities and instil 
a sense of pride in their town and community. The member said that she could not 
wait to see this established in all its glory. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Corry 
Seconded by Councillor Clarke and  

 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council that approval be granted for the 

erection of Community Vintage Tractor at the Plantin, Draperstown, 
subject to the conclusion of satisfactory due diligence checks. 

 
D103/25 Social Inclusion – NIHE Draft Social Investment Strategy 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) presented previously circulated 
report which sought approval for Council’s response to NIHE’s Consultation on their 
Draft Social Investment Strategy 2025-2030 that closed for submissions on 16th May 
2025. 
 
Councillor Corry proposed the report and referred to issues which has arisen this week 
in relation to violence and asked if there was an opportunity to look at social cohesion 
and integration to see if this could be part of the strategy also.  
 
The AD: DEV advised that some of the elements were stronger than others and this 
was what was being focused upon, and Officers have gone back to say that there 
were other areas that they thought that could be taken on as well and something that 
could be brought in. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Corry 
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and  
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Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve Council’s response to the 
NIHE’s Draft Social Investment Strategy 2025-2030. 

 
D104/25 Development Report  
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) presented previously circulated 
report which sought approval for the following –  
 

•  Community Grants Approvals 
•  Development Department - Update 

 
Councillor McLernon was happy to propose the report, particularly the community 
festival grant for Brocagh Afterschool Club.  She referred to item under Social 
Inclusion and Gortgonis and said that she had been engaging with the officers on this 
over several weeks and felt it was imperative that we move on this project ASAP and 
start to hit the ground running.  The community of Coalisland can wait no longer, they 
are frustrated at the fact that there has been no movement on this, and they haven’t 
seen any boots on the ground.  Gortgonis Track was a focal part of her town and has 
been for many years and the community need and deserve a first-class facility.  The 
member said that there was a need for a playpark where children can play; an 
improved pitch for the footballers and a need to see improvement works done on the 
track.  She wants to see this promised project delivered for the people in her town. 
 
Councillor McLernon would like to propose here tonight that we commence the works 
in a phased approach and start to deliver on these 3 main key areas of the project – 
the track, the pitch, and the playpark asap. 
 
Councillor McLernon sought clarification on when MUSA would be open as there was 
an onus to make the best effort to try and coordinate to make sure the least amount of 
disruption for those who were using the track at MUSA.  She was aware that there 
would always be disruptions but did not want this as an excuse to hold this back as 
the people of the town want to see the works starting as soon as possible. 
 
The Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD: C&P) advised that the member’s 
comments came quite timely as Officers were in the process of organising a DEA 
meeting to bring the local members together to review the scheme at Gortgonis and 
where we were at with the design team and also look at some of the critical elements.  
The SD: C&P hoped that a suitable date can be arranged for a DEA meeting over the 
next number of weeks for members. 
 
In response to query regarding MUSA project, the SD: C&P stated that the project was 
currently on site and were working towards a completion date of November this year, 
however indicated that the completion date remained subject to weather and other 
variables relation to the construction. 
 
Councillor Monteith referred to Railway Park and stated that a DEA update would be 
very beneficial.  The member said that communication to the public on Railway Park 
would be key also, especially when there was good weather, a lot more people were 
using it, and people were still continuously asking the question when the scheme was 
anticipated to be completed or whether it was going ahead or not.  There has been 
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some disruption due to storm damage over this last number of years where trees had 
fallen and weren’t replanted due to the new contract emerging and public were now 
seeking information.  The member said that a DEA meeting would be welcome along 
with a communication strategy that needs to be put out to the wider public confirming 
the Council’s commitment to the project. 
 
Councillor Monteith proposed that a DEA meeting be organised for Railway Park and 
also a communications strategy to inform the wider public on what’s currently and 
proposing to happen going forward. 
 
Councillor Monteith sought an update on the military mast at The Hill of The O’Neill for 
the next committee meeting or Council meeting.  The member advised that 
considerable expense had incurred in relation to consultations in relation to the former 
military mast at the Hill of The O’Neill which went back to last September or October 
and said that an update would be welcome on when to expect some sort of a 
conclusion.  To his knowledge there had been no contact with consultants or elected 
members. 
 
The SD: C&P said that there was a lot of work ongoing in the background in relation to 
securing a suitable contractor to carry out the study regarding the mast at The Hill of 
The O’Neill.  The SD: C&P stated that we were at the final stages of the procurement 
process and were hopeful that this will be concluded successfully and hoped to have a 
contractor appointed over the next month or so. Once a contractor is appointed then 
the first steps would be to agree the programme which would include an element of 
engagement with elected members. 
 
Councillor Quinn seconded Councillor McLernon’s proposal regarding Gortgonis. 
 
Councillor Quinn said that he had encountered a lot of grief from the public regarding 
Gortgonis as people were on edge hearing rumours which was frustrating as this 
project has been talked about for 11 years and still no progress.  The member referred 
to the funding from DfC which keeps going round and round on whether we were 
going to get this money or not and if we don’t get it, will the project be scaled back.  He 
said that he had been liaising with Directors and other people about the project and 
felt that a phasing project would be the best way to proceed as Coalisland deserve a 
fantastic facility and if phasing was the best way forward securing money down the 
line to ensure that the project was not scaled back, then he would be content 
proceeding down this route. 
 
Councillor Molloy referred to the Covid Small Settlement projects particularly the one 
in Moy which was ongoing for the last 4 years.  It was his understanding that we were 
now waiting on outside agencies to come back with answers and recommendations. 
He said that he was not circumnavigating the planning process, but we were 
depending on these agencies coming back with answers and felt it was now time to 
move on.  The member felt that ample time has been afforded to these agencies and 
seems to be the time to move on and make a decision 
 
The AD: DEV agreed that there had been a number of delays at the beginning which 
were based on studies for the whole river’s element. The next stage involved a full 
consultation which moved the planning into a major planning application but were now 
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in the final stages.  Due to the nature of the application, Planners are keen to get the 
final comments, and we were pushing them quite hard, and they have gone back and 
liaised with agencies.  The AD: DEV confirmed to members that Officers would feed 
this back to planners to advise of the urgency in trying to move it forward. 
 
Councillor Corry said that she was aware that there were a number of projects across 
the DEA’s and said that it may be worthwhile considering having a Capital Projects 
meeting DEA meeting across the areas, so people are kept up to date on where things 
currently were. 
 
The SD: C&P advised that there was a plan to engage with members around the wider 
Capital Programme that Strategic Director of Environment (SD: ENV) was leading on 
and meeting dates will be included into members diaries in relation to that over the 
coming months. 
 

Proposed by Councillor McLernon 
Seconded by Councillor Corry and  

 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to –  

i. Approve £2,300.00 grants allocation re Sports Representative 
Grants. 

ii. Approve £712.50 grant allocation to Brocagh Afterschools Club 
under Community Local Festivals Grant. 

iii. Note the Development Department – Update. 
iv. Consider the commencement of works on a phased approach at 

Gortgonis for the playpark to deliver on the 3 main key areas of the 
project – the track, the pitch and the playpark asap. 

v. Arrange DEA meeting for Railway Park and also a communication 
strategy be circulated to the wider public on Council’s commitment to 
the project. 

vi. Update on the military mast at The Hill of The O’Neill for the next 
committee meeting. 

 
D105/25 Social Inclusion – Community Asset Transfer 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) presented previously circulated 
report -   
 

• To consider and agree a draft process for Community Asset Transfers (CAT). 
• To consider and agree the testing of the draft process in 2 pilot assets in 

Knockloughrim and Draperstown. 
• To consider and agree the provision of a fund to support groups to develop a 

business case for the CAT application. 
 
Councillor Corry was happy to propose the report as it was an exciting opportunity to 
bring building facilities back into public use.  The member said that these would be 
valuable community assets and a lot of interest in the potential for the courthouse and 
a good way forward. 
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Councillor Forde seconded the report as it was a good worthwhile project for the 
villages and were looking forward to it in Knockloughrim and Draperstown.  The 
member advised that these would be very good for public involvement and would be 
supporting them 100% and assisting with any issues that Council could help and 
support with. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Corry 
Seconded by Councillor Forde and  

 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to – 
 

i. Agree the Community Asset Transfer Process Guide and pilot 
approach with the assets at Knockloughrim and Draperstown. 

ii. Agree to the establishment of a ‘task & finish’ working group with 
nominees from the Communities & Place (Development), 
Environment Directorate (Property) and Corporate Services (Legal) to 
oversee the pilot implementation and evaluation. 

iii. Agree to the provision of a development fund, from existing 
Community Wealth Building budget, to support, where required, the 
development of business case(s) at stage 2 of the process. 

 
 
D106/25 Economic Development - OBFD 
 
The Economic Regeneration Service Manager (EGSM) presented previously 
circulated report which provided update on –  
 

• Christmas Marketing Campaign 2025 
• Off-Street Carparking: Christmas Off Street Car Parking Charges in Dungannon 

and Magherafelt 
• Update on Go Succeed Grants 2024/25 and 2025/26 

 
Councillor Bell commended the hard work of all the officers involved and was happy to 
propose the report. 
 
Councillor F Burton sought clarification on Christmas lights switch on in Cookstown 
and Dungannon to ensure they do not clash. 
 
The Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD: C&P) in response to member’s 
query advised that Christmas lights switch on was Friday 21st November for 
Cookstown and Saturday 22nd November for Dungannon. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to Go Succeed programme and hoped that there would 
be another round of funding due to how popular it was.  She said as soon as the round 
was closed, a number of people made contact immediately afterwards and enquired if 
there were any other programmes of this kind as Go Succeed programme seems to 
be the only opportunity for businesses to expand or new start-ups to acquire financial 
support and mentoring.  In the past some people have come back to advise that they 
have a business plan sitting ready on the shelf and enquired if Go Succeed 
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programme involved producing a business plan or is it for a different form of 
mentoring. 
 
The EGSM said that in relation to Go Succeed, she would always be aware if there 
was a second call for funding available and officers were always keen to get a second 
call open.   
 
The Strategic Programmes Service Manager (SPSM) advised that Go Succeed had a 
number of elements to support a startup business, growth or scaling business 
depending on what stage they were at, and any new or existing business owner 
should contact the Go Succeed helpline. A one-hour diagnostic will be provided to 
identity the business needs and requirements as it may be a business plan, business 
case, mentoring in a range of areas for example finance or marketing, digital 
transformation.  Through the mentoring participants would be signposted to potential 
grant funding through InvestNI or be referred to them as a client company or if they 
complete 60% of their mentoring hours, businesses are eligible to apply for a grant 
through Go Succeed programme.  The SPSM stated that UK shared fund had a 
reduced budget allocation for grants this financial year, being reduced from £5m to 
£2m approximately but was hopeful that if there was potential underspend identified in 
the overall programme deeper into the financial year, that a second call for funding 
would be announced possibly in the autumn time. 
 
Councillor Monteith referred to carparking at Christmas time which he raised each 
year. He felt that Christmas would have been an ample opportunity to test the new 
carparking for 2 hours in Dungannon and was disheartening to see this Council 
continuously dodging the whole issue around carparking and the disparity between the 
three main towns.  A pilot scheme has been ongoing in Magherafelt for a long time on 
free carparking and could see no reason why we cannot provide 2 hours free at 
Christmas in the other carparks.  Councillor Monteith proposed that Officers 
investigate trialling 2 or 3 hours free parking in all carparks right across the Council 
area and then with a view to implement this for all times of the year.  We were 
continuously being told about parking being a detriment and deterrent for people going 
into town centres without having to pay for parking and felt that it would be a goodwill 
gesture and a statement of intent by this Council.   
 
Councillor Monteith referred to new Christmas decorations in Dungannon last year 
which was done without consultation with the local Irish Language groups who had 
been involved in ensuring that there was Irish language Christmas decorations erected 
for many years in Dungannon. The member advised that Irish language greetings 
were not replaced with new ones and old ones not erected which he felt was a mistake 
and shouldn’t have happened.  LED screens implemented did not go anywhere near 
addressing the situation and proposed that Irish language Christmas greetings be 
erected at the bottom of Irish Street in Dungannon. 
 
The SD: C&P advised that the report in front of members tonight from Economic 
Development was around Christmas Campaign and what was being planned.  He 
advised that the issue around off-street carparking sits with the Environment 
Committee and this would be brought to their attention for Officers to bring back a 
report to that committee.  The same scenario would also apply in regard to Christmas 
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town decorations and this matter will also be forwarded on to the Strategic Director of 
Environment to bring an update back to committee. 
 
The Chair said that in relation to carparking, he had attended the Environment 
Committee on Tuesday night where the pilot scheme was raised, and it was stated at 
the meeting that a paper would be brought over the next number of months in relation 
to the pilot scheme.  In relation to Christmas lights in Dungannon which he was 
unfamiliar with, but through the Regional Minority Working Group, it was proposed to 
have Irish recognition when it came to the festive season and was aware that lasers 
were to be in place at the Bridewell-Magherafelt, Burnavon-Cookstown and The Hill of 
The O’Neill-Dungannon where they were projecting Christmas greetings in Irish. The 
Chair said that he was aware of the sign Councillor Monteith referred to which was 
there from the legacy Dungannon Council displaying greeting in Irish and would be 
something that Officers would follow up on but was also aware of the lasers being in 
place in Cookstown and assumed that these were in the other towns also. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Bell 
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and  

 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council –  
 

Christmas Marketing Campaign 2025 
• To approve the Christmas Marketing Campaign for 2025 at an 

approximate cost of £20,000 from Council’s Economic Development 
budget.  This includes the procurement and appointment of external 
service providers to develop and purchase marketing collateral e.g. 
video production, photography etc that will support retail and 
hospitality sectors during the festive period. 

• To agree that the matter of erecting/replacing Irish Language 
Christmas Signage at the bottom of Irish Street be passed to 
Environment Committee for consideration. 

 
Off-Street Carparking: Christmas Off Street Car Parking Charges in 
Dungannon and Magherafelt 
• To approve the temporary reduced tariff for the first 3 hours of 10 

pence in Council owned off street pay and display carparks in 
Dungannon and Magherafelt town centres at a projected cost of 
£29,800 funded from Council’s Economic Development, Tourism and 
Strategic Programme Budget in the 2025/26 financial year. 

• To agree that a 2 or 3 hours free parking pilot for free carparking 
across the whole district be passed to Environment Committee for 
consideration. 

 
Update on Go Succeed Grants 2024/25 and 2025/26 

 
• To note the outcome of Go Succeed Grands awarded 2024/25. 
• To approve that delegated authority be granted to the Chief Executive 

to approve the issuing of Letters of Offer to successful applicants for 
Go Succeed Grants in 2025/26.  A report will be brought to the 
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Development Committee thereafter to update Members on the 
outcome of assessment and to note approved projects. 

 
 
Matters for Information  
 
D107/25 Minutes of Development Committee held on 15 May 2025 
 
Members noted Minutes of Development Committee held on 15 May 2025. 
 
Councillor Monteith referred to D086/25 and said that he was aware that it was only 
raised last month but wished to keep in Officers mind regarding a feasibility study or 
funding potential around the statue for Hugh O’Neill at the Hill of The O’Neill and 
enquired if any progress had been made or when to expect an update report. 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) advised that nothing had been done 
yet but had been looking at how this could be built in relation to options on the Hill of 
The O’Neill opening up but would come back with an update as part of the overall 
proposals.  She said that she would be linking in with Tourism (Heritage). 
 
Councillor McLernon wished to put on record the success of the Coalisland Summer 
Bash, and a thank you to all those involved. It was again this year a great success, 
and the rain did no put people off.  The member said that she looked forward to next 
year and also looked forward to the summer bash growing year on year to a bigger 
event.  She was now glad that the event is now included in the Council’s corporate 
events. 
 
Councillor Quinn concurred with Councillor McLernon’s comments and said that the 
Summer Bash was excellent, and the bad weather didn’t dampen the community spirit. 
 
Councillor Quinn said that he wished to raise an issue which was not in the minutes 
and had also liaised with the AD: DEV on the matter during the week.  He referred to 
Sports Awards last month and advised that he had been contacted by a dance teacher 
who was disappointed about not being eligible for funding for attending the Dance 
World Cup.  The member was aware that this Council registers dance as an art form, 
but the teacher was very quick to point out that the amount of training these girls put in 
on strength and conditioning 4 nights a week and most likely put in more training than 
people who do sport.  The AD: DEV came back with a thorough email stating that if 
this was opened up to one dance group, that it would have to be opened up to all 
dance groups and would be setting a precedent.  Councillor Quinn enquired if there 
was any option to look at particular forms of dance that could be funded through the 
Council or through the sport element.  The member stated that coming out of Covid, 
one of the last things to open up was dance studios as they were seen as a sport and 
asked that this be investigated to see if there was any potential for funding. 
 
The Chair enquired if the relevant working group was still active. 
 
The AD: DEV advised that the Community Development Strategy was under review 
and all grants for this year has been expended but would be reviewing grants going 
forward and how we can fit in other areas of development. However it was noted that 
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the review would be working with the same budget which Council has allocated for 
grants and any new policy would have to take consideration of this.  The aim of the 
grants review was to consider how to make them more streamlined and maximise 
investment to groups and for other groups which do a lot of activity.  Consideration can 
be taken on opening it the grant further to other groups, but this would impact on the 
budget due to numerous queries from all aspect of dance groups that would have to 
be considered.  The AD: DEV said that this request could be considered but would 
have to be considered on the number of requests received and how it could be 
managed effectively given the budget. 
 
The Chair said that this request would be investigated by Officers to see if there was 
an opportunity to get it fitted in for eligible funding. 
 
D108/25 Environmental Health Service Update 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided an update on the work of 
carried out by Environmental Health Service during March to April 2025. 
 
D109/25 Altmore/Cappagh Masterplan Update 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided an update on the recently 
completed Masterplan (RIBA stages 0-3 design work) for the potential future 
development of Altmore Forest and surrounding lands, Cappagh. 
 
Councillor McLernon thanked Officers for the comprehensive report.  She said that a 
lot of work had been done on this to date and credit to Cappagh Village Regeneration 
Group for their hard work and dedication on this for many years.  We need to ensure 
that with all the work that has been done to date on this project doesn’t end up sitting 
on a shelf.  The member said that she had met with Cappagh Village Regeneration 
Group, and there are questions that they want to have answered and rather than go 
into them in detail here tonight, she wanted it recorded here tonight, that she would be 
forwarding on an email to the Council, to have those questions answered, and those 
responses published in the next Development Committee pack. 
 
Councillor McLernon stated that one final comment or proposal would be that the 
Council go back out to the community with a public meeting to update them on the 
findings of the feasibility study, the Torrent Councillors have been updated, as have 
the Cappagh Village Regeneration Group up, but there’s a need to go back to the 
community as it was only fair they are updated as they took part in the feasibility study, 
and they are eager and keen to be updated as well. 
 
Councillor Monteith said that he also had been approached by Cappagh Village 
Regeneration Group and would be happy to second Councillor McLernon’s proposal 
as it was only but right that the public be kept updated and their questions answered.  
He said that it was important that Council investigate these issues as Cappagh was in 
dire need of investment.  
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council that Officers go back out to the 

Community with a public meeting to update them on the findings of the 
feasibility study. 
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Councillor F Burton advised that the previous comments were in the similar vein to the 
village of Caledon where they had submitted what they had thought was their village 
plan a number of years ago whilst working with an Officer who has now moved on 
from this role.  The member said that she had been contacted by the group to see 
where their plan was currently at as CSWAN and COSTA were leading on the village 
planning updates and were going out again into villages as if starting all over again 
and felt that this was sending out a negative message if people were previously 
consulted.  She said that a few years ago that a good number of people turned up and 
were really engaged in it and asked that an update be provided to make sure it 
progresses forward. 
 
The AD: DEV advised that this was something that the Princes Trust was involved in 
and leading on.  She was aware that Community Planning was involved and Heritage 
Planning Officer and that the Village Plan was complete.  The AD: DEV said that she 
would follow up with Conor and Lorraine to let them know that there was a meeting 
planned in terms to follow up on.  She stated that plans were left with the villages to 
implement and link relevant agencies. 
 
Councillor F Burton said that it would be beneficial to update the community to move it 
forward.  The member said that when meeting with other departments coming 
together, there is no guarantee of available funding. 
 
The AD: DEV advised that CSWAN and COSTA availed of funding through DAERA for 
supporting a number of villages to update plans each year and were prioritising the 
villages as they come through. At the moment there is 50 village plan and were 
conscious that this has to be reduced but were prioritising the Clogher Valley across 
the district because of the concept for test and learn pilot scheme, unfortunately at 
present there is no money identified yet for test and learn as led by DfC. CSWAN and 
COSTA are the facilitators, and they were trying to get all the village plans up to speed 
before identifying an action plan. An update from CSWAN stated that they were nearly 
there but wanted to go out for one final engagement and consultation session with all 
the departments and key stakeholders before forwarding on to for DfC consideration 
and to see if there was any funding potential available to provide support to some of 
the initiatives. 
 
Councillor Gildernew said that CSWAN and COSTA had carried out village plan 
meetings in Clogher, Augher, Aughnacloy, Fivemiletown, Castlecaulfield, Benburb, 
Eglish and Ballygawley and none in Caledon.  The member said that she did not see 
any meetings in the calendar for Caledon and asked if this was overlooked and if so, 
could it be followed up on. 
 
The AD: DEV said that she assumed that Caledon was included but would certainly 
follow up the request to ensure that it was linked in. 

 
 

D110/25 Communities & Place Departmental Service Plan 2025/26 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which set out Communities & Place 
Departmental Service Plan 2025/26. 
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Councillor Wilson referred to item 2.2 – Departmental Services - Council Structure and 
stated that this was out of date as it showed some members of staff who had left 
Council employment. 
 
The Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD: C&P) advised that this was a 
clerical error and would be updated. 
 
D111/25 Economic Development - OBFI 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the following –  
 

• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) – Action Plan 2025-26 
• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) – Minutes 28.02.25 
• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) – Multiply Programme Update 
• Tourism Development Group Minutes – 29.01.25 
• Economic Development, Tourism and Strategic Programmes Achievements 

2024/25 
 
 

The live broadcast ended at 8.16 pm. 
 
 
Local Government (NI) Act 2014 – Confidential Business 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Corry 
 Seconded by Councillor McLernon and  
 
Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local 

Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public in accordance with 
Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 
that Members of the public be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst 
members consider items D112/25 to D118/25. 

 
 Matters for Decision 

D112/25 Tender for Swimming Pool Covers at Cookstown, 
Dungannon and Greenvale Leisure Centres 

D113/25 Tender for the Maintenance of Play Equipment and 
Associated Landscape Works 

D114/25 Tobermore Golf Centre Proposal 
D115/25 Permissive Path Agreement Earls Path Dungannon 
D116/25 PeacePlus Local Action Plan 
D117/25 Sliabh Beagh Eco Tourism Shared Island Project  

 
  Matters for Information  

D118/25 Confidential Minutes of Development Committee held on 
15 May 2025 
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D119/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7pm and ended at 8.50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair  ________________________ 
 
 

 
Date _________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 98 of 128



 
17 – Development Committee (12.06.25) 

 
Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 
Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 
Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 
 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 
issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself  
 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 
 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 
roll call of all other Members in attendance. 
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Report on Correspondence to Council

Date of Meeting Thursday 26 June 2025

Reporting Officer J McGuckin Head of Strategic Services & Engagement

Contact Officer E Forde, Committee & Member Services Manager

Yes    Is this report restricted for confidential business?  

If ‘Yes’, confirm below the exempt information category relied upon No x

1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1 Provide an update on correspondence received for attention of Council. 

2.0 Background

2.1 This paper refers to correspondence to be brought to the attention of Council. 
Items are referred to in 3.0 below.

3.0 Main Report

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Correspondence from Department for Communities

The Chair has received a response following Council’s follow up letter regarding 
Your School Your Club funding programme. This correspondence was emailed to 
Members immediately prior to May Council.  Refer to Appendix A 

Correspondence from Department for Education

Council has received correspondence from the Department for Education in 
response to letter regarding Early Years Pathway Funding Cuts.  This 
correspondence was emailed to Members immediately prior to May Council and it 
was resolved that Council seek a meeting to discuss Early Years Pathway Funding
Cuts.  Refer to Appendix B
 
Correspondence from British Telecom

Council has received correspondence notifying intention the commencement of 
consultation period in relation to removing payphones across the district.  Refer to 
Appendix C  

Correspondence from Department for Infrastructure

The Chair has received a response to Council’s follow up letter regarding time 
frame for introduction of Road Safety Measures.  Refer to Appendix D 
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3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

Correspondence from Department for Communities

The Chair has received a response to Council’s letter regarding Pathways to Work:
Reforming Benefits and Support to Get Britain Working’ Green Paper.  Refer to 
Appendix E  

Correspondence from Department for Infrastructure

The Chair has received a response to Council’s letter regarding Communication & 
Staffing Issues within DfI.  Refer to Appendix F 

Correspondence from Fermanagh & Omagh District Council

The Chief Executive has received correspondence from Fermanagh & Omagh 
District Council calling for support on motion in relation to Rural Parliaments.  Refer
to Appendix G 

Correspondence from Fermanagh & Omagh District Council

The Council has received a response from regarding the motion about Road 
Safety Law.  Refer to Appendix H

4.0 Other Considerations

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications

Financial: not applicable

Human: not applicable

4.1

Risk Management: not applicable

Screening & Impact Assessments 

Equality & Good Relations Implications: not applicable

4.2

Rural Needs Implications: not applicable

5.0 Recommendation(s)

5.1 That Council notes and considers, as necessary, the correspondence received. 

6.0 Documents Attached & References
Appendix A:  Department for Communities
Appendix B:  Department for Education 
Appendix C:  British Telecom
Appendix D:  Department for Infrastructure 
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Appendix E:  Department for Communities 
Appendix F:    Department for Infrastructure
Appendix G:  Fermanagh & Omagh District Council 
Appendix H:  Fermanagh & Omagh District Council
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From:  Jim Caldwell 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Your ref: C034/25, 55/25 & 
79/25 
Our ref: TOF-0409-2025 
Date: 19 May 2025 
 

Councillor Eugene McConnell 
Chair 
Mid Ulster District Council 
Via email: Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org 
 

Dear Cllr McConnell 

Your School Your Club 

Thank you for your correspondence dated 29 April 2025 in which you reported the 

concerns of a member that a school within the district had been advised that they 

would receive funding under Your School Your Club, but this had later been 

withdrawn. As Head of Sports Branch in the Department, I have been asked to reply. 

Sport NI has advised that, following an initial call for expressions of interest to Your 

School Your Club, three Mid-Ulster Schools - Rainey Endowed Magherafelt, Holy 

Trinity Cookstown and Cookstown High School – were invited to submit formal 

applications for the 2024/25 cycle. 

Sports Branch 
Active Communities Division  
Engaged Communities Group 
Level 7 
Causeway Exchange 
1 – 7 Bedford Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 7EG 
 
Phone: 028 9082 9019 
E: sports@communities-ni.gov.uk 
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Of these, only Holy Trinity Cookstown received a formal letter of offer, issued by the 

Department of Education after a technical transfer from the Department for 

Communities.  This project is currently underway on site. 

Due to limited funding for 2024/25 only two further schools – Lismore College, 

Craigavon and Wallace High School, Lisburn - received letters of offer and 

subsequent funding. No other schools were provided with a letter of offer for funding. 

I trust you find this response helpful. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Jim Caldwell 
Head of Sports Branch 
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Celene O’Neill 
 
Celene.ONeill@midulstercouncil.org 
 

 
 
 
Rathgael House 
43 Balloo Road 
Rathgill 
BANGOR 
BT19 7PR 
 

 
19 May 2025 

 
 

Dear Celene 
 
DE WEBMAIL – 130525 – EARLY YEARS PATHWAY FUNDING CUTS 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 7 May 2025 regarding Pathway funding in 2025-26. 
 
Firstly, I would like to reassure you that the Minister values the contribution made by 
early years settings to the learning and development of our children.   
 
Pathway is a competitive fund and funding does not roll forward from one funding cycle 
to the next.  Early Years settings must apply in each two-year funding cycle and 
applications are scored against pre-set criteria.  Funding is awarded from highest 
score downwards until available funding is exhausted.  The recent application process 
for the Pathway Fund saw a significant increase in the level of demand, exceeding 
what could be funded from his Department’s 2025-26 budget.  I am pleased to advise 
that the Minister has successfully secured the necessary approval from the Northern 
Ireland Executive to enhance the Pathway Fund budget for 2025-26.    
 
This additional funding means that all Pathway applicants which have met the eligibility 
requirements in 2025-26 can receive an award.  All eligible Pathway applicants will 
shortly receive confirmation of their 2025-26 award from Early Years, the Organisation 
for Young Children, who administer the Pathway Fund on behalf of the Department. 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Pathway Fund and I hope you find this information 
useful.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Linda Drysdale 

Head of Early Years Intervention Programmes Team 

 

Appendix B

Page 111 of 128

mailto:Celene.ONeill@midulstercouncil.org


From: btp.authorisation.team@bt.com <btp.authorisation.team@bt.com> 
Sent: 16 May 2025 17:09
To: Planning@Midulstercouncil.org
Subject: Mid Ulster Payphone removal proposal/s

We plan to remove payphones in your area.  You can make
representations for 90 days, which ends on 14 August 2025

Dear Chief Planning Officer, 

We’ve identified 29 public payphones in your area that are no longer needed. We’ve assessed
these using the criteria in Ofcom’s Review of the telephony universal service obligation. I’ve
attached the list of payphones that we’re planning to remove.
The kiosks shown in red are Listed so we propose to remove the telephony and lock the kiosk. 

To make sure that the local community are fully informed, we’ve placed notices (including the
posting date) on these payphones.  I’ve attached a sample copy.  

Communities can ‘adopt’ phone boxes to turn into something completely different 
With payphone usage falling, communities are looking at new ways of using them.  Thousands
of boxes have been reinvented as cafes, mini-libraries, and defibrillator sites. Communities can
adopt most red boxes for just £1.

They can also adopt modern glass boxes if they want to house a defibrillator. Visit bt.com/adopt
for more information

You can make representations in the next 90 days until 14 August 2025
We’ll take account of representations you make about our plans when we’re making our final
decision. We’ll also write to with you the reasons for our decision (we’ll also publish the reasons
on www.bt.com/payphones/service).
If you’ve got any questions or want to make representations, please email us
at btp.authorisation.team@bt.com. 

Thanks, 

The BT payphones team

This email contains BT information, which may be privileged or confidential. It's meant only for the individual(s) or entity
named above. If you're not the intended recipient, note that disclosing, copying, distributing or using this information is
prohibited. If you've received this email in error, please let me know immediately on the email address above. Thank
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Ref. Call box ID Address Post Code Relevant Public Body
Removal proposal 

sent
Representation 

period ends
                      Mobile coverage 

Mobile 
Coverage 

OK?

Total calls 
(last 12 

months)

Helpline calls 
(last 12 

months)

High 
frequency 
accident 
location

High 
frequency 

suicide 
location

BT Evidence 
of other 

reasonable 
need

EE Three O2 Vodafone <52 calls

<12 calls or 
Helplines 

Partnership 
approve

No pattern of 
serious 

accidents in 
close 

proximity

Not identified 
by Helplines 
Partnership 

No other 
evidence 

1 02837568442 PCO1 O/S 6-8 MAIN STREET MIDDLETOWN ARMAGH BT60 4JF Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 25 0 No No No
2 02837568671 PCO1 DYAN ROAD  CALEDON BT68 4UZ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
3 02879401265 PCO1 MAIN STREET SWATRAGH MAGHERA BT46 5QB Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 3 3 YES 5 0 No No No
4 02879468240 PCO1 HILLHEAD ROAD CASTLEDAWSON MAGHERAFELT BT45 8BJ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 46 2 No No No
5 02879468885 PCO1 MAIN STREET CASTLEDAWSON MAGHERAFELT BT45 8AA Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 3 YES 30 0 No No No
6 02879628331 PCO1 MONEYNEANY ROAD DRAPERSTOWN MAGHERAFELT BT45 7DU Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 3 YES 35 0 No No No
7 02879628380 46A PCO1 ST.PATRICKS STREET          JUNCTION CAHORE ROAD DRAPERSTOW  BT45 7AJ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 29 0 No No No
8 02885548607 O/S COSTCUTTER CAR PARK   PCO1 MAIN STREET  AUGHER BT77 0BD Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 17 0 No No No
9 02885568321 PCO1 GRANGE ROAD BALLYGAWLEY DUNGANNON BT70 2LP Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 14 0 No No No
10 02885568659 O/S 88   PCO1 OMAGH ROAD SESKILGREEN DUNGANNON BT70 2BQ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 4 YES 1 0 No No No
11 02886737359 PCO1 KILLYCANAVAN ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 5BP Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
12 02886737445 O/S ST PETERS PRIMARY SCHOOL   PCO1 ARDBOE ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 0HT Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 7 0 No No No
13 02886748370 PCO   PCO1 NORTHLAND DRIVE MONEYMORE MAGHERAFELT BT45 7QT Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 2 0 No No No
14 02886751223 PCO1 CAVANONEILL ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 9EW Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
15 02886762602 O/S 44/46   PCO1 KILLYMOON STREET  COOKSTOWN BT80 8JZ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 13 0 No No No
16 02886762619 PCO1 TULLYBOY ROAD MONEYMORE MAGHERAFELT BT45 7XW Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 2 0 No No No
17 02886762784 69 PCO1 KNOCKANROE ROAD             JUNCTION ARDTREA ROAD STEWARTST  BT71 5LY Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
18 02886763642 PCO1 GRANGE ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 8SB Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
19 02886763657 PCO1 ORRITOR ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 8BH Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 3 0 No No No
20 02886763781 120 PCO1 LOUGH FEA ROAD              AT LISSAN POST OFFICE  COOKSTOWN BT80 9QL Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
21 02886766039 O/S NO. 5   PCO1 RATHEEN AVENUE  COOKSTOWN BT80 8HJ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 4 YES 0 0 No No No
22 02887740223 PCO1 NEWMILLS POST OFFICE ROUGHAN ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 4EL Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
23 02887752092 O/S NO. 1   PCO1 DERRYVEEN CRESCENT  DUNGANNON BT70 1NS Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 3 YES 18 0 No No No
24 02887752237 O/S ORLITZ   PCO1 BOVEAN ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 6HR Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 18 0 No No No
25 02887752241 PCO1 CAVAN ROAD                  JUNCTION BUSH ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 6EZ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 4 YES 0 0 No No No
26 02887758669 PCO1 ROCKDALE ROAD               JUNCTION DRUMBALLYHUGH ROAD  DUNGA BT70 3JD Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 23 0 No No No
27 02887784448 O/S TULLYRONE PO AT NO 8   PCO1 CLONMORE ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 6HX Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
28 02886762240 Moneymore Road Junction Riverside At Dairy, Cookstown BT80 8EH Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 4 YES 2 0 No No No
29 02885548691 Aghintain Road Junction Skelgagh Road, Clogher BT76 0UY Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 4 YES 0 0 No No No
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From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 

 

 

Cllr Eugene McConnell  
 

By email: Eileen.forde@midulstercouncil.org 
 

 
Private Office, 3rd Floor, 
James House, Gasworks Site, 
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,  
Belfast, BT7 2JA 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

 
 
Your reference: C058/25, C079/25 
Our reference: COR-0366-2025 
 28 May 2025 

 

 

Eugene, a chara, 

ROAD SAFETY MEASURES 

Thank you for your letter dated 30 April 2025 asking for timeframe regarding the 
exploration and the implementation of road safety measures mentioned in my letter 
dated 14 April 2025 (ref COR-0292-2025) such as speed limit reduction including 
20mph zones.   

I would also like to see what can be done to improve attitudes to speeding, not only 
for road safety purposes, but to make places cleaner and greener.  I have therefore 
asked my officials to consider the use of permanent 20mph speed limits in general 
particularly near schools, in predominately residential areas and places such as town 
centres where there is a higher number of those walking, wheeling and cycling.  It is 
likely that consideration will also look at national speed limits on rural roads and 
HGV speed limits. To ensure that others’ views are considered in the setting of 
speed limits, I plan to hold a public consultation exercise later this year.  

Work updating our policy and procedures guide ‘RsPPG E070 - Road Safety at 
Schools’ https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/road-safety-schools-rsppg-
e070-v3 which we use for the assessment and implementation of road safety 
measures at schools is underway with the intention that the updated version be 
available for use during the 2026/27 financial year.  

In the meantime, I have asked officials to prepare a modest programme of schools to 
be provided with part-time 20mph speed limits in the 2025/26 financial year based 
on the existing scored listing, but with preference given to rural schools which are 
located on roads where the national speed limit applies and obviously considering 
the safety of introducing such measures. I intend to make an announcement on 
plans for the next tranche in the coming weeks. 

 

I hope you find this helpful. 
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Is mise le meas, 

 

 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure
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From:  The Minister       Level 9 
Causeway Exchange 
1-7 Bedford Street
Belfast
BT2 7EG

Telephone: 028 9082 3460 
e-mail:  private.office@communities-ni.gov.uk
Our ref: CORR-0253-2025
Date:     13 June 2025

Councillor Frances Burton 

Chair 

Mid Ulster District Council 

Via email: chair@midulstercouncil.org 

Dear Cllr Burton, 

WELFARE CHANGES: THE PATHWAYS TO WORK: REFORMING BENEFITS AND 

SUPPORT TO GET BRITAIN WORKING GREEN PAPER 

I refer to Cllr Wesley Brown’s letter dated 1 April 2025, detailing Mid Ulster District 

Council’s concerns regarding the UK Government’s recently published ‘Pathways to 

Work: Reforming Benefits and Support to Get Britain Working’ Green Paper.  

I acknowledge the Council’s concern about the changes and the uncertainty created by 

the UK Government proposals. I have made clear my strong opposition to the proposed 

welfare cuts, and I have raised my concerns directly with the Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland and Labour Government Ministers.   

I am committed to the delivery of a welfare system that protects those who need it most; 

encourages employment for those who can work; promotes the skills and advancement 

of people in employment; and that supports people who can’t work.   
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My officials continue to work closely with the Department for Work and Pensions to 

understand the full impacts and implications for Northern Ireland.  

DWP will be holding a consultation event in Northern Ireland on the afternoon of 16 

June in Belfast. The details are available on the Department for Work and Pensions 

website (https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/pathways-to-work-reforming-

benefits-and-support-to-get-britain-working-green-paper)  Places at this event will be 

limited, but of course you can also submit your views online/in writing/by email. I would 

encourage you to engage with the consultation process. It is important that key 

stakeholders bring their views to the table and make Northern Ireland’s voice heard. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gordon Lyons MLA 
Minister for Communities 

Cc Cllr Wesley Brown wesley.brown@midulstercouncil.org 
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From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 

Councillor Eugene McConnell 

Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org 

Private Office, 3rd Floor, 
James House, Gasworks Site, 
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,  
Belfast, BT7 2JA 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 

Your reference:  
Our reference: COR-0367-2025 

29 May 2025 

Eugene, a chara, 

COMMUNICATION & STAFFING ISSUES 

Thank you for your letter dated 30 April 2025, on behalf of your council, 
regarding communication delays and staff vacancies in my Department within 
the Mid Ulster Council area.   

Filling vacancies within my Department has been challenging for a number of 
years as underfunding and austerity by the British Government and external 
workforce pressures influence our ability to recruit staff.  However, while there 
may be some variation across individual units, I can confirm that the vacancy 
rates in DfI Roads sections responsible for Mid Ulster are comparable with those 
in Western Division and the wider Department as a whole. 

I accept that the current vacancy rates can affect my Departments ability to meet 
the response targets detailed in our customer charter.  To address this, my 
Department has undertaken several initiatives to improve the recruitment and 
retention of staff, including. 

• a bespoke Skills Academy to recruit specialist staff on the Civil
Engineering career path,

• a well-publicised Graduate and Apprentice programmes,

• opening all recruitment/promotion competitions to external applicants,

• establishing a People Sub-Committee to ensure that our people strategies
are effectively executed,

• recently launching the DfI People Strategy which aims to empower staff,
strengthen organisational culture, and build the capacity and capability
needed to deliver on strategic priorities which in turn will make DfI an
attractive place to work and facilitate the retention of staff.

I am conscious that the measures highlighted above may take time to fully 
address the long-term staffing pressures that my Department faces.  In the 
interim, officials will continue to respond as quickly as resources allow to 
requests from elected representatives and the general public in the Mid Ulster 
area. 
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I trust this information is useful. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure 
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info@fermanaghomagh.com 

facebook.com/fermanaghomagh 

@fermanaghomagh 

Townhall, 2 Townhall Street,  

Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh,  

BT74 7BA 

 

The Grange, Mountjoy Road,  

Omagh, Co. Tyrone,  

BT79 7BL 

 

 

Text Ph.   028 8225 6216  

                 0300 303 1777 

 

 

www.fermanaghomagh.com 

 

 

 
Our Ref: Council/June 2025/13.2 

Date:    13 June 2025   

Email: fiona.dillon@fermanaghomagh.com 

 
Mr Adrian McCreesh 
Chief Executive  
Mid Ulster District Council 
Ballyronan Road 
MAGHERAFELT 
BT45 6EN 
 

Dear Mr McCreesh,     
 

Re: Motion – Rural Parliaments 
 
At the Council meeting held on 3 June 2025, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council adopted 
the following Motion: 
 

Rural Parliaments are an instrument for raising rural issues and bringing 
about positive change for communities and individuals. 
 
As such, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council: 
 

• recognises the value of Rural Parliaments already employed in several 
European countries, including Scotland 

 

• notes the comprehensive report 'Rural Parliaments in Europe' 
commissioned by the Scottish government in 2012 

 

• will contact the Executive Office and the other 10 Councils in this region, 
to lobby for the creation of a Rural Parliament similar to the current 
Scottish model, but also considering best practices from other European 
models 

 

• requests the Executive and all Councils in the North of Ireland, to co-
finance a Rural Parliament in the north of Ireland and to work with the 
Irish government to form links across the island to establish an All-Island 
Rural Parliament 

 

• this Council should endeavour to host the inaugural Rural Parliament in 
the north when it is established. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Alison McCullagh 
Chief Executive 

Alison McCullagh 

Chief Executive 
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info@fermanaghomagh.com 

facebook.com/fermanaghomagh 

@fermanaghomagh 

Townhall, 2 Townhall Street,  

Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh,  

BT74 7BA 

 

The Grange, Mountjoy Road,  

Omagh, Co. Tyrone,  

BT79 7BL 

 

 

Text Ph.   028 8225 6216  

                 0300 303 1777 

 

 

www.fermanaghomagh.com 

 

 

 
 

Our Ref: Council/May 2025/20.2 (ii)  

Date:    28 May 2025   

Email: fiona.dillon@fermanaghomagh.com 

 
Councillor Wesley Brown  
Deputy Chair       
Mid Ulster District Council     
Dungannon Office, Circular Road 
Dungannon 
BT71 6DT 
 
Dear Councillor Brown, 
 
Re: Motion – NI Road Traffic Law 
 
At the Council meeting held on 9 May 2025, Members noted your correspondence dated 1 

April 2025, and asked that I write to you to confirm Fermanagh and Omagh District Council’s 
support for your motion on NI Road Traffic Law – Child Safety. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Alison McCullagh 
Chief Executive 

Alison McCullagh 

Chief Executive 
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Report on Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council
Date of Meeting 26 June 2025
Reporting Officer Joe McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement
Contact Officer Ann McAleer, Policy Engagement and Equality Officer

Yes    Is this report restricted for confidential business?  

If ‘Yes’, confirm below the exempt information category relied upon No x

1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1 To update members on the consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council.

2.0 Background

2.1 Council is a consultee for many government departments, statutory agencies and 
other bodies, and as such receives consultation documentation inviting 
commentary on a wide range of issues that may be pertinent to council services 
and/or the District.  

3.0 Main Report

3.1 Documentation relating to the aforementioned consultations can be accessed via 
the links provided in the table provided in Appendix A.

4.0 Other Considerations

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications
Financial: N/A
Human: N/A

4.1

Risk Management: N/A
Screening & Impact Assessments 

Equality & Good Relations Implications: None
4.2

Rural Needs Implications: None
5.0 Recommendation(s)

5.1 Members review and note consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council.

6.0 Documents Attached & References
Appendix A: Details of Current Consultations
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Appendix A: Details of Current Consultations

Organisation Consultation Title Issue Closing 
Date

Response 
Currently 
Being 
Developed 

Strengthening 
Inspection 
Legislation for 
Schools and Other 
Education and 
Training 
Establishments 

The consultation sets out 
proposals to change the 
law to protect inspections 
by making it an offence to 
obstruct the inspection 
process.

10 July 2025 No 

Link to
Consultation

https://www.education-

ni.gov.uk/consultations/strengthening-inspection-

legislation 

Department of
Education

Delegated Authority required to be granted to a
Committee if Council agrees that a response
should be made (where an extension is not given)?

Yes

Organisation Consultation Title Issue Closing 
Date

Response 
Currently 
Being 
Developed 

Consultation on
Department for
Communities 
Budget 2025-26

The Executive considered 
and set the NI Budget 
2025-26 on 3 April 2025. 
This document details the 
Minister for Communities' 
initial Budget 2025-26 
decisions and how they will
impact on the 
Department’s ability to 
deliver public services.

7 August
2025

No 

Link to
Consultation

https://www.communities-
ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-department-
communities-budget-2025-26-allocations 

Department for
Communities

Delegated Authority required to be granted to a
Committee if Council agrees that a response
should be made (where an extension is not given)?

No, any requested draft
response can be
considered at the July Full
Council meeting.
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Organisation Consultation Title Issue Closing 
Date

Response 
Currently 
Being 
Developed 

Consultation on the
draft Health and
Social Care
Children and Young
People’s Emotional
Health and
Wellbeing 
Framework

The EHWB Framework, 
when finalised, will support 
health and social care 
services and practitioners 
to collaborate with other 
services, agencies and key
stakeholders in order to 
rationalise, coordinate and 
integrate high-quality, 
evidence-based support, 
intervention and diagnostic 
care pathways that best 
meet the needs of children,
young people and their 
families.

28 August
2025

No 

Link to
Consultation

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-
hsc-children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-
wellbeing-framework 

Department of
Health

Delegated Authority required to be granted to a
Committee if Council agrees that a response
should be made (where an extension is not
given)?

No, any requested draft
response can be
considered at the July Full
Council meeting.

Organisation Consultation Title Issue Closing 
Date

Response 
Currently 
Being 
Developed 

Consultation 
launched to tackle 
use of mobile 
phones while 
driving

This consultation is 
seeking views on 
proposals to amend 
legislation relating to 
mobile phone use while 
driving.

14 August
2025

No 

Link to
Consultation

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/consultation-
launched-tackle-use-mobile-phones-while-
driving#:%7E:text=A%2012%2Dweek%20public%20con
sultation,until%2014th%20August%202025 

Department for
Infrastructure 

Delegated Authority required to be granted to a
Committee if Council agrees that a response
should be made (where an extension is not
given)?

No, any requested draft
response can be
considered at the July Full
Council meeting.
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Organisation Consultation Title Issue Closing 
Date

Response 
Currently 
Being 
Developed 

The Credit Union
(Modernisation and
Reform) Public
Consultation

This public consultation 
aims to gather views on 
proposed reforms to 
modernise and strengthen 
the credit union sector 
here, ensuring it remains 
sustainable, inclusive, and 
better able to meet the 
financial needs of its 
members and communities
for the future

10 July 2025 No 

Link to
Consultation

https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/consultations/credit-
union-modernisation-and-reform-public-consultation

Department for
the Economy 

Delegated Authority required to be granted to a
Committee if Council agrees that a response
should be made (where an extension is not
given)?

 Yes 

Organisation Consultation Title Issue Closing 
Date

Response 
Currently 
Being 
Developed 

Third Northern Ireland
Climate Change
Adaptation 
Programme 
(NICCAP3) Public
Consultation

This consultation seeks
your views on the draft
third Northern Ireland
Climate Change
Adaptation Programme
(NICCAP3), so that you
may play a role in
shaping a resilient
Northern Ireland that is
well adapted to the
impacts of climate
change for today, and
for the future. 

4 August
2025

Yes

Link to Consultation https://consultations2.nidirect.gov.uk/daera/ni-climate
-change-adaptation-plan-3-public-consult/

DAERA

Delegated Authority required to be granted to a
Committee if Council agrees that a response
should be made (where an extension is not
given)?

The response will be
presented to the
appropriate Committee for
consideration. 
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Organisation Consultation Title Issue Closing 
Date

Response 
Currently 
Being 
Developed 

Public Consultation on
the proposed
Nutrients Action
Programme for 2026 -
2029

This consultation
focuses on the review of
the Nutrients Action
Programme (NAP)
(2019) and seeks
feedback on the
proposed NAP for 2026
– 2029.

24 July 2025 No 

Link to Consultation https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/public-
consultation-proposed-nutrients-action-programme-
2026-2029 

DAERA

Delegated Authority required to be granted to a
Committee if Council agrees that a response
should be made (where an extension is not
given)?

Yes
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