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Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 23 January 
2025 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means 
 
 
Chair Councillor McConnell 

 
Members Present Councillors Bell, Black, Brown, J Buchanan, W Buchanan,  

F Burton, J Burton, Cahoon, Carney, Clarke, Corry, Cuthbertson, 
Forde, Gildernew, Groogan, Kelly, Kerr, Martin, McAleer, 
McElvogue, McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McNamee, D 
McPeake, S McPeake, McQuade, Molloy, Monteith, Milne, 
Mullin, Robinson, Quinn, Varsani and Wilson 

 
Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive 
Attendance Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD:C&P) 
 Ms Campbell, Strategic Director Environment (SD: Env) 
 Ms Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational Development 

Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP) 
 Ms Keys, Marketing and Communications Manager 
 Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement 

(HoSSE) 
 Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational  
 Development Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP) 
 Mr O’Hagan, Head of ICT 

Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager 
 
Others in       Deputation: Northern Health & Social Care Trust 
Attendance  

Jennifer Welsh, Chief Executive 

Owen Harkin, Director of Finance and Deputy Chief Executive 

Gillian Traub, Director of Operations, and 

Neil Martin, Director of Strategic Planning, Performance and ICT. 

 
Southern Health & Social Care Trust -         
 
Colm McCaffery – Chief Executive (Acting) 
Elaine Wilson – Director of Planning 
Brian Beattie – Director of Adult & Community Service 

 

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance 

** Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
 
The meeting commenced at 7 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.  
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C001/25 Notice of Recording 
 
Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast 
on the Council’s You Tube site. 
 
C002/25 Apologies 
 
Councillors Graham, Johnston, McLernon and Totten  
 
C003/25 Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell reminded Members of their responsibility regarding 
declarations of interest. 
 
C004/25  Chair’s Business 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnel welcomed everyone to the meeting and said, “Good 
evening, everyone. It’s hard to believe that we are almost through January, as this is our 
first meeting of 2025, I’d like to wish you all a Happy New Year.   I’d like to highlight a 
few things this evening, starting by drawing your attention to the Council’s Community 
and Voluntary Sector Grant Aid Programme, which is now open for application.   With 
the grant funding available there is the potential for some fantastic projects, events and 
activities to be completed across the district that could make a huge difference to our 
local communities.  With the closing date of 14 February fast approaching, I encourage 
our community and voluntary sector to apply.  
 
The Council has also received fantastic news from our last Council meeting, with the 
announcement of a 1.2 million pounds investment in Mid Ulster Sports Arena through 
Sport NI’s National Lottery Funded Multi Facility Fund.  Thanks to this funding, the 
project will deliver a Track Mark accredited athletics facility, and a FIFA accredited 
synthetic surface for association football, increasing community participation in sport, 
and further cementing Mid Ulster Sport’s Arena as a centre for sporting excellence.  I 
look forward to seeing the results in autumn this year.  That concludes my remarks for 
this evening. Thank you.” 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell invited Councillor Varsani to speak. 
 
Councillor Varsani drew attention to the critical issue of lack of water and sewerage 
connections leading to planning applications being delayed.  She further highlighted 
several areas such as in Bellaghy, 38 houses in Ardboe and the ongoing issue at Oaks 
Road Dungannon.  Councillor Varsani requested that a full report be brought to 
Planning Committee and subsequently Council to detail the developments being 
refused planning permission due to water and sewerage capacity issues across Mid 
Ulster district.  The report to outline the data in descending order from highest to lowest 
across each settlement area. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred. 
 
Resolved That a report be brought to Planning Committee and subsequently Council 

to detail the developments being refused planning permission due to water 
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and sewerage capacity issues across Mid Ulster district.  The report to 
outline the data in descending order from highest to lowest across each 
settlement area. 

 
Councillor Robinson requested that the Council send a letter of congratulations to Kim 
Ashton, a former Dungannon town councillor who has been selected to serve as a 
deputy Lord Lieutenant of County Tyrone.  He said that she had done an excellent job 
as Chair of Council in 2017 and would do an excellent job in County Tyrone for His 
Majesty the King. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell agreed to write to Mrs Ashton and acknowledge the 
appointment.  
 
Resolved That a letter of congratulations be sent to Mrs Kim Ashton (former 

Councillor) on her appointment of Deputy Lord Lieutenant of County 
Tyrone. 

 
 
C005/25 Deputation: Northern Health & Social Care Trust and Southern Health 

& Social Care Trust 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed the Northern Health and Social Care Trust 
representatives to the meeting.   
 
Ms Welsh NHSCT delivered a presentation (appendix a) giving an overview of the 

corporate objectives, highlighting the undernoted: 

• Corporate Plan 2024/25 to 2027/28 

• Core Objectives:  Building Northern Partnerships and Integrate Care; Continue to 

improve outcomes and experience, optimise resources, nurture and build teams 

and improve populations health, and address health and social care inequalities; 

• Focus on Care:  highlighting unpaid carers, statistics quoted included 207 waiting 

on care packages of which 114 were new packages; reviews of home care 

packages after commencement. Possible capacity at Mid Ulster hospital to 

alleviate pressures on acute beds.  Possibility of rural rates. 

• Focus on Waiting lists:  advanced clinical triage, improved follow ups but all must 

acknowledge waiting lists were longer; 

• Older people:  ambulatory care, acute care at home, home care and community 

beds. 

• Autism Services: outlined autism service and the provision of diagnoses service 

group intervention focusing on care, social skills, independent living skills and 

financial skills aimed at 16 years and over.  Outlined the relationship with mental 

health services assessments and treatment via community mental health teams. 

• The demand on services 24% higher than England, the regional shortfall of 

funding estimated at £400m; noting that all Trusts had been asked to deliver 

savings.   



4 – Council (23.01.25) 
 

• Provision of Growth will not meet the level of need so focus needs to be on 

productivity, investment in sustainable social care, cost control and energy 

efficiency savings to reduce carbon emissions. 

• AIPB highlighted. 

Mr Martin then outlined the NHSCT plans in relation to the red warning for Storm 
Éowyn.  He advised that: 
 

• The emergency plan had been implemented and all non-critical appointments 
cancelled; 

• Staff who could work from home would do so with a team in place to deliver 
critical care. 

 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell thanked the team for the presentation. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed the Southern Health and Social Care Trust 
representatives to the meeting.   
 
They delivered a presentation (appendix b) highlighting the undernoted: 

• overview of the Southern Trust detailing population, workforce, finance and 
estate; 

• the Services and challenges facing same coupled with the need to identify 
savings; 

• the SHSCT has the highest rate of births; 

• in relation to autism services that current service levels were not sufficient to 
meet demand and there was no assessment post age of 30. 

• Difficulties in recruiting and maintaining staff; 

• Increased dementia patients with 6000+ more hours needed in domiciliary care. 

• Oakridge new build still at draft plan stage; 

• Birthing pool whilst this is a listed priority there is no time frame and will be 
subject to capital funding.  

 
Councillor Bell left the meeting at 7.39 pm and returned at 7.41 pm 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said that the statistics highlighted within the 
presentation brought home the issues.  He referred to questions previously submitted 
by Members. 
 
Councillor F Burton said that she had submitted the question in relation to the birthing 
pool and said it had been raised from January 2021 at which time she was advised it 
would be replace during 2022/23, then it moved to 2023/24 and now again yet there is 
the same desire for non-emergency births to use the midwifery led unit of which the 
pool had been part.  Councillor F Burton also raised the issue of carers and shared that 
she had been contacted by a family who had a member being released from hospital 
who needed two carers four times a day but could not get this set-in place due to the 
dearth of carers.  The Councillor highlighted that often people were unaware of how 
direct payments work and asked if there was a contact within the Trust that could 
explain how this works.   
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Councillor Molloy referred to the waiting times and said that it made stark reading that 
more than 35% of people were waiting more than 8 hours was unacceptable.  He said 
he had been in accident and emergency with his daughter over recent months and what 
had struck him was it was during the flu outbreak and yet 60-70 people were crammed 
in a tight space with doors closed and it was simply a recipe for disaster especially for 
the vulnerable.  He requested that waiting times needed to be looked at but in the 
interim facilitation of those that had to wait needed to be addressed.  
 
Councillor Groogan left the meeting. 
 
Councillor Molloy, acknowledged that Councillor Monteith had also raised the ongoing 
issue in relation to Oakridge and proposed that a meeting be progressed with Trust and 
Council to endeavour to drive the project.  He said that there continued to be major 
pressures on the Oakridge site.   
 
Councillor Varsani referred to autism services and requested that Members are issued 
with contact details for a key person within the service.  In relation to bed blocking 
Councillor Varsani highlighted that South Tyrone hospital should be utilised more 
suggesting that it should be re-opened for lower-level nursing care she concluded that a 
definitive plan was required.  
 
Councillor Groogan returned to the meeting.  
 
Councillor Monteith concurred with Councillors Varsani and Molloy regarding Oakridge 
and said that hopes were not high as year on year it’s the same message, yet there 
were more and more users many of whom would not see a new build.  He seconded 
Councillor Molloy’s proposal for a meeting and said Oakridge was now down for 2027 
but we all know budget priorities change.  He said that Dungannon and surrounding 
areas were badly served and never fare well from hospital reviews and there was fear 
in the community that Dungannon would be stripped of further services.  Councillor 
Monteith said that boundaries were drawn by civil servants and Tyrone was on the 
periphery of three trust areas.  He referred to the meeting in relation to lands at 
Drumcoo, Oakridge and Sperrinview and the opportunity for a special project and 
concluded that he was dismayed this never moves forward.  
 
Councillor Kerr reflected on the presentation in relation to patients medically fit for 
discharge he said he had had someone in hospital and all in all it had been a 
horrendous experience.  He said people are being rushed out of hospital far too quickly 
and he would like a conversation regarding this.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell referred to challenges outlined regarding the 
workforce and recruitment.  He said that his wife had been a carer for 30 plus years yet 
there was few now joining the team and thus a serious lack of new carers and he would 
have fears that as they end their working capacity there will be further constraints.  He 
posed the question as to what future plans there was for recruitment.  
 
Councillor Monteith left the meeting at 7.57 pm  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell thanked the representatives from the Trusts following 
which they withdrew from the meeting.   
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Councillor Monteith returned to the meeting at 7.58 pm 
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
C006/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Council Meeting held on 19 December 2024 
 
Councillor McElvogue drew attention to C257/24 Correspondence in relation to 
discussion regarding trees.  He said he had been in contact with Department for 
Infrastructure in relation to a tree at Carnteel Road which was ready to fall and said that 
Council would need a meeting with Department for Infrastructure to discuss trees in 
general.  
 
Councillor F Burton referred to the response from Department for Infrastructure (DfI) in 
relation to Impacts of Storm Damage on roadside trees and the reference to the 
changes required in legislation and whilst she welcomed that there was commitment to 
look at the matter, it was nothing new.  The Councillor reiterated that she had raised the 
matter at every opportunity both in the Chamber and at Northern Ireland Local 
Government Association.  Councillor Burton said that many DfI owned trees were full of 
ivy and with the pending red weather warning for Storm Éowyn said there would no 
doubt be further fallen trees and it would only be by the grace of God that no one would 
be killed.  She said if you knew someone was going to be killed you would do whatever 
you could but in trying to bring about the required change was like ‘pushing a dead 
donkey up a hill’. 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson drew attention to C254/24 in relation to the suggested meeting 
with Cookstown 100 organisers and officers.  He expressed disappointment in being 
told the meeting would not take place, as it would be pointless and that it should have 
been said in April.  He stated that in speaking to the group they would welcome support 
through various mechanisms and indicated that the promotion on social media and 
tourism had been light and asked if it could be increased.  He reiterated his 
disappointment that it is 8 months since requested there was no meeting. 
 
Councillor F Burton recalled the discussion on grants in relation to Clogher Valley Show 
and stated that in ABC council Armagh Show received £13k and Lurgan Show £10k 
and the Clogher Valley Show which is a larger event get nowhere near this.  Councillor 
F Burton said that there was time to review support especially given the Clogher Valley 
Show is the best outside Balmoral and was one of the best events in the district.  
 
In response the Chief Executive clarified that he did not say the requested meeting 
would be pointless and reiterated that all groups were deserving, and Council does its 
best with limited funding with staff continually going the extra mile to support groups.  
He referred to his comments at December Council that the matter was one for the 
Development Committee and that one group could not be raised above another.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor McGuigan 
 Seconded by Councillor Varsani and  
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Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 19 December 2024 
(C247/24 – C258/24 and C268/24) transacted in Open Business having 
been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C007/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 7 January 
2025 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor S McPeake and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 7 January 

2025 (P001/25 – P006/25 and P012/25) transacted in Open Business 
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C008/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 9 
January 2025 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Quinn 
 Seconded by Councillor S McPeake and 
 
Resolved  That the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee held on Thursday 

9 January 2025 (PR001/25 – PR012/25 and PR019/25) transacted in 
Open Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C009/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 14 
January 2025 

  
Councillor McFlynn drew attention to E011/25 Winter Maintenance and sought 
assurance that the carparks in Council ownership are gritted when necessary.  She 
highlighted an incident on 8 January when Union Road carpark in Cookstown had not 
been gritted. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said the matter would be referred to Environment 
Committee to provide update.   
 
Councillor Kerr thanked Councillors for raising the matter of the trigger time regarding 
the service level agreement with Department for Infrastructure in relation to gritting of 
footpaths.  He proposed that the contract be revisited, and time frame changed from 
three days to one day.   
 
Councillor Kerr also drew attention to bins not being collected both over the Christmas 
period and during the recent adverse weather.  He said whilst he could understand 
there was adverse conditions many, especially elderly people could not access the 
updates on social media.  He concluded that he did not support the reduction of hours 
at recycling centre in Coalisland.  
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In response the Chief Executive advised that regarding the service level agreement with 
Department for Infrastructure in relation to gritting this was for the Environment 
Committee to reconsider, especially as it would be a change of policy.  In relation to 
missed bin collections he said that the point would be an agenda item at the next 
Environment Committee.   
 
Councillor Cuthbertson drew attention to E005/25 Environmental Services Proposed 
Scale of Charges for 2025/26 that during Christmas working and holiday periods 
Members do not have a point of contact when there are issues with bin collections.  
 
Councillor McElvogue stated he too had had calls with regards to bins not collected 
over the Christmas period but also in recent days in Ballygawley and Killeeshil although 
there had been dispute as to whether bins had been out for collection. 
 
Councillor Carney expressed concern about the changes to opening hours at 
Coalisland Recycling Centre.  
 
In response to concerns the Chief Executive acknowledged the points raised and said 
they would be given due consideration.   
 

Proposed by Councillor McAleer 
Seconded by Councillor McNamee and  

 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 14 

January 2025 (E001/25 – E017/25 and E023/25) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
 
C010/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 16 
January 2025 

 
Councillor Wilson drew attention to D012/25 Corporate Events 2024 Update and 
commended staff who had delivered the Corporate Events. 
 
Councillor McAleer left the meeting.  
 
Councillor McFlynn drew attention to the Ending Violence Against Women presentation 
and stated that as Chair of Policing and Community Safety Partnership she could 
advise that they were doing a piece of work as to how the money would be spent 
across youth agencies, schools etc.  
 
Councillor McElvogue drew attention to D008/15 PEACEPLUS funding for Clean Air 
and asked if there were any updates available in relation to Northway Mushrooms as 
constituents were contacting him on a daily basis.   
 
In response the Chief Executive said that a meeting would be convened with the 
Clogher Valley district electoral area in the coming days.  
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Councillor Monteith referred to the meeting held on Monday past in relation to air quality 
and proposed that Council seek a meeting with the Public Health Agency as soon as 
possible in relation to air quality in Dungannon and Moy.  He said this was an ongoing 
issue that was and would impact on people’s health, that currently information was 
being gathered but it needed to be utilised to bring about change.  Councillor Monteith 
concluded that in years to come if residents in the areas concerned develop for 
example debilitating lung issues and it transpires the local authority had data it would 
not be good. 
 
Councillor Kerr seconded the proposal. 
 
  Proposed by Councillor Monteith 
  Seconded by Councillor Kerr and 
 
Resolved That Council seek a meeting with Public Health Agency in relation to Air 

quality issues Dungannon and Moy. 
 
Councillor Gildernew raised the issue of static testing which had been carried out in 
Killeeshil regarding Northway Plant and said the results had not been issued to date.  
She said she understood that there was a hold up with Public Health Agency providing 
reports but stated she would like this progressed as soon as possible.  
 
Councillor McElvogue left the meeting at 8.20pm 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by Councillor Wilson and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Thursday 16 

January 2025 (D001/25 – D013/25 and D020/25) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
Councillor McElvogue returned to the meeting 
 
C011/25 Draft Consultation Response on DE’s Review of Free School Meals 

and Uniform Grant Eligibility Criteria  
 
The HoSS&E presented previously circulated report which outlined Council’s draft 
consultation response in relation to the Department of Education’s Review of Free 
School Meals and Uniform Grant Eligibility Criteria. 
 
Councillor Kerr thanked staff for reaching out to schools and that immediately after the 
meeting the request to promote the consultation on social media was shared.  He said 
that he hoped the feedback to the consultations was considered and that the outcome 
of consultation would mean families and children would receive the help they needed. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor Corry and  
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Resolved That approval be given to submit the draft response as outlined at 
appendix to report. 

 
 
Matters for Information 
 
C012/25 Correspondence  
 
Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council. 
 
Councillor Varsani drew attention to the response from Foreign Commonwealth and 
Development office and said whilst some of the content was welcome in that it details it 
respects the International Court of Justice, that it supports the ceasefire, that a two-
state solution is important but concluded in saying that they were ignorant of the rights 
of occupied people.  
 
Councillor Corry drew attention to responses from Department of Education in relation 
to Special Educational Needs. 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson left the meeting at 8.25pm 
 
C013/25 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council 
 
The HoSS&E provided update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council. 
 
Councillor Clarke drew attention to consultation from Department for Infrastructure 
Living with Water in Derry/Londonderry Draft Plan.  He said that the source water for 
the River Foyle is from Mid Ulster and proposed that council respond. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred. 
 
Resolved That Council respond to Department for Infrastructure Living with Water in 

Derry/Londonderry Draft Plan Consultation.    Closing Date 7 April 2025 
 
Councillor S McPeake drew attention to Department of Health Hospital Reconfiguration 
Framework consultation and proposed Council make a response.  He referenced 
downgrading of hospital sites in Mid Ulster, the loss of emergency services, the promise 
of specialisms promised to the district which did not materialise and the number of 
hospital sites not utilised should all be mentioned.  He said this had also been 
discussed through community plan. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred. 
 
Resolved That Council respond to Department of Health Hospital Reconfiguration 

Framework Closing Date 28 February 2025 
 
Councillor McGuigan drew attention to Department for Communities consultation on a 
new Fuel Poverty Strategy for Northern Ireland and proposed that Council make a 
response via the Environment Committee.   
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The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred. 
 
Resolved That Council respond to Department for Communities Consultation on a 

new Fuel Poverty Strategy for Northern Ireland.  Closing Date 6 March 
2025 

 
Councillor Monteith concurred with Council responding to aforementioned consultation 
and also proposed that Council respond to NIHE Draft Housing Executive Corporate 
Strategy 25/26 27/28.    
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred. 
 
Resolved That Council respond to NIHE Draft Housing Executive Corporate 

Strategy 25/26 27/28.  Closing Date:  28 February 2025 
 
Councillor McFlynn left the meeting at 8.31 pm 
 
C014/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor S McPeake to move –  
 
Councillor S McPeake moved the motion: 
 
That this Council… 
 

(i) Notes that the Irish Government made a total investment of € 256 million in 
sports clubs and facilities during 2024 through the Community Sport Facilities 
Fund (formerly Sports Capital and Equipment Programme); 

(ii) Calls on the Department for Communities (DfC) to work in partnership with its 
arms-length public body Sport NI to re-introduce a similar sports capital 
grants programme in this region; and 

(iii) Further notes that every such grant complements voluntary commitment; acts 
as a social and economic stimulus for communities and, further, represents a 
project that will create new or improved opportunities for people of all ages 
and backgrounds to participate in sport to the best of their ability. 

 
Councillor Varsani seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor S McPeake speaking on the motion said, “The first element to the motion just 
provides a contrast with how Sports Clubs are supported financially within the South of 
Ireland compared with the North.  I just thought it interesting to compare how sporting 
clubs, many of whom are co-existing in neighbouring parishes, villages and towns along 
border areas and across the island are financially supported by the respective Sports 
Funding bodies within both jurisdictions. 
 
The second part of the motion calls on the Dept of Communities and Sports NI to work 
in partnership to re-introduce a similar Sports Capital Funding Programme within this 
region.  In the past (roughly 10-15 years ago) there would have been an, albeit smaller 
type of Sports Capital funding in place and which would have been readily accessible to 
all clubs to apply into here if they so wished.  Also, in and around 2021 there had been 
a ‘Sports Multi Facility Grant’ and a ‘Building Better Sports Facilities Grant’ totalling 
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£700k available to assist in modernising Sports Facilities as we emerged from the 
pandemic.   
 
However, those funding stream have all since dried up.  What is currently missing is 
regular funding opportunities for sports clubs from DfC and delivered by Sports NI.  This 
would help sustain the growing pressures to renew, to renovate and to expand their 
clubs against a backdrop of increased numbers and increased participation.  Many of 
the club facilities, club rooms and changing rooms are simply not fit for purpose and are 
creaking at the seams.  In addition to modernising their changing rooms and club rooms 
many of them require additional pitches to cater for the many hundreds of young people 
taking part weekly.  Indeed, the extensive consultative works that was done by Council 
in 2022/23 for ‘Council’s Pitches Strategy’ had Council consulting with a broad 
spectrum of Sports Clubs on their current and future needs across our district. The 
results of that consultation with the Clubs highlighted a grossly an inadequate supply of 
pitches and infrastructural needs for the increasing sporting population within the 
district’s Sporting Clubs. 
 
Club volunteers are constantly making huge sacrifices’, giving up months of their lives 
coaching, cutting grass, marking pitches, doing all sorts of maintenance and fundraising 
initiatives all for the betterment of their local communities.  We in Mid-Ulster District 
Council have always been only too pleased ourselves to be able to assist Sporting 
Clubs wherever we can through our annual Community and Sport’s Grants Scheme. 
Sports Clubs appreciate this assistance, but it on its own is simply not enough. There 
needs to be proper recognition from DfC and Sports NI of the monumental contribution 
which Sports Clubs make towards the social and economic betterment of society here.   
Sporting clubs are at the very heart of the community and their volunteers are 
embedded deeply within their communities. Sporting clubs provide much, much more 
than merely opportunities for young people to take part in the playing of sports. They 
can also provide much needed rest bite for people of all ages to socialise, improve both 
their physical and mental health as well as tackling social isolation in many cases. At 
times of bereavement or when a community needs to pull together, the Club is often at 
the epi-centre in providing that support. 
 
Locally, I am aware of many clubs that have 400-500 young people playing on their 
facilities on a weekly basis.  There is an increasing popularity of people of all sexes and 
all abilities to participate in our games.  We can only but imagine the massive health 
and well-being benefits this brings to the young people and their families.  Apart from 
the large numbers of volunteers and club coaches it takes monies to sustain this level 
of offerings. Club personnel are doing so much but it takes financial resources and 
ongoing capital investment to sustain what they have. Clubs are not shy about raising 
finances themselves and there have been eye watering levels of monies raised for 
flagship projects within their own local clubs.  They are certainly doing more than their 
fair share of raising finance.  As I have said Council is also doing our share with our 
programme of community and sporting grants. It is a meaningful Central Government 
funding stream element that is missing. 
 
I was just drilling down a little deeper into the financial support offered in the South of 
Ireland and since 2020 there has been more than €330m provided by the state to an 
array of sporting clubs including Gaelic Clubs, Soccer, Athletics, Basketball, Rugby, 
Cycling, Hockey, Swimming and Cricket Clubs.  Interestingly a recent report carried out 
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showed that there has been a figure of €3.7 billion of benefit to the economy for this 
€300million investment, a ratio of 1/10.  So just to sum up, we are calling on Sports NI 
and Department of Communities to reintroduce some financial assistance for those 
many Sports Clubs and their volunteers who are doing such fantastic work out there. 
Volunteering and self-fund raising can only do so much. Society in general owes so 
much to the work of those volunteers within our sporting clubs who sacrifice so much 
for the greater good of the communities. We can and should be all doing so much more 
to support them and that is why I am seeking support for this motion.” 
 
Councillor Varsani, supporting the motion said that sports clubs also bring a great social 
value to communities which could not be costed.  She spoke of afternoon teas, tea 
dances, support at wakes all provided by volunteers.  Councillor Varsani spoke of the 
community hub provided by Dungannon Clarkes GAA which is an excellent model for 
all.  She also shared how at a meeting for Benburb Village Plan clubs had shared how 
pitches could only be utilised at certain times and said Council should support clubs to 
have ‘spade ready’ projects.  
 
Councillor McQuade speaking on the motion, said, “The points about the Funding in 
Republic of Ireland show a huge difference with the British government.  Sports funding 
in Northern Ireland is falling far behind other regions in the UK, holding back 
communities and individuals from realising their full potential. Sport NI receives only 
£6–7 million each year, compared to the £250 million allocated to Sport England. This 
vast difference highlights an urgent need to rethink and improve how we support sport 
and physical activity in Northern Ireland.  We need to ensure that sports funding is fair 
and reaches those who need it most. There are many barriers preventing people from 
taking part in sport, particularly women, girls, people with disabilities, and those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. As a council we are also neglecting rural villages and 
small Towns which need it most.  These obstacles must be addressed if we want 
everyone to have a chance to participate.  Young people, in particular, need more 
opportunities to get involved in physical activity. This is vital not just for improving their 
health but also for building confidence, teamwork skills, and resilience. Unfortunately, 
the current approach to sports facilities often focuses too much on providing amenities 
for spectators, rather than creating spaces that encourage more people to take part in 
sport. It’s time to shift the focus. 
 
Many areas in Northern Ireland are struggling with a lack of suitable sports facilities.  
For example, in the Moy only for the GAA club people have nowhere to go and play. 
in Dungannon, the poor state of council grass pitches makes playing football in winter 
almost impossible.  This means local clubs often have to travel outside the area to train, 
which is costly and inconvenient.  This is putting people off taking part in sport 
altogether.  The solution lies in providing more modern, all-weather sports pitches and 
versatile facilities that can be used for a variety of activities.  These should be designed 
to serve the whole community and meet the needs of everyone, from children to older 
adults. 
 
We can do much more with the facilities we already have by working closely with 
schools and local community groups. For example, schools could use sports facilities 
during the day, while clubs and community groups make use of them in the evenings 
and weekends. This would mean better use of public resources and would bring 
schools clubs and local communities closer together.  Schools are at the heart of 
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promoting sport and physical activity, but they have been badly affected by funding 
cuts. Often, sports and physical education are the first areas to suffer, very rarely are 
schools inspected on their delivery of the PE curriculum which has contributed to rising 
levels of childhood obesity and a lack of interest in being active. Putting more funding 
into school sports programmes and improving facilities would make a huge difference, 
encouraging children to be more active and healthy. 
 
Northern Ireland needs a clear plan to improve sports funding and make sure it is used 
where it’s needed most. This should include: 
 
1. Making Sport Accessible to All: Ensuring people from all backgrounds, including 

women, girls, and people with disabilities, have equal opportunities to participate. 
2. Encouraging Young People: Supporting schools and communities to introduce 

children to sports at an early age. 
3. Upgrading Facilities: Building modern sports facilities, such as all-weather pitches, 

that can be used all year round. 
4. Supporting Health and Wellbeing: Linking sports investment to improving mental 

and physical health, reducing obesity, and building stronger communities. 
5. Targeted Funding: Identifying the areas and groups that need funding the most 

and ensuring they receive support. 
 
This matters because, by improving how we fund and support sport in Northern Ireland, 
we can create better health and wellbeing for everyone. People of all ages and 
backgrounds will have the chance to get involved, stay active, and enjoy the benefits of 
sport.  This is more than just an investment in sports -it’s an investment in our 
communities, our health, and our future. With the right funding and focus, we can build 
a legacy of active, healthier, and happier lives for generations to come.” 
 
Councillor Wilson said that Mid Ulster is blessed with an array of sports teams and that 
he was a frequent visitor at the Mid Ulster sports arena.  He said that sport is not just 
physically good for you but also attributes to positive mental health.  Councillor Wilson 
concurred with all that had been said about volunteers who are vital and often their 
work goes unnoticed.  He said that many of the issues arises with arm’s length bodies 
such as Sport NI who last year handed back £1m of funding and had only met half their 
objectives.  He concluded saying they needed to get their house in order and that he 
would support the motion.   
 
Councillor Cahoon said she broadly supported the motion, and that sport plays an 
important role for all commenting on the discipline and leadership skills it brings.  She 
said that everyone knew people who enjoyed great success in sport, those who just 
enjoyed it and spoke of the great programme run by Killymoon Golf Club.  Councillor 
Cahoon also shared how she had recently been impressed by a local wheelchair 
basketball event and highlighted that there was much unseen work behind sporting 
opportunities such as governance, safeguarding and the roles played by both schools 
and clubs.  She spoke of the plans laid out by the Minister for Education but said like all 
plans they depended on budget availability and all must be mindful of reality.  In relation 
to the comments made about contributions by the Irish government she acknowledged 
for years the economy had been propped up by American technology companies and 
posed the question as to how this may change under the Trump administration.  
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Councillor Monteith declared an interest in Thomas Clarkes GAA Club 
 
Councillor Monteith concurred with points raised and highlighted that the community 
were never found wanting and spoke of the huge contribution the community brought to 
Thomas Clarkes GAA project.  He said that not every initiative would be on that scale 
but said that the project had showcased how Council could support communities in 
driving such projects.  Councillor Monteith said that together with County Boards, and 
other sporting bodies Council could assist others in driving similar projects as they 
could bring the project management skills to the table.  He said without project 
management skills many clubs cannot get the projects off the ground, and it is unfair 
that a football coach suddenly becomes a grants manager.  He acknowledged that 
there would be resource implications but said Council together with sporting bodies 
should work in partnership to deliver for and support clubs.  
 
The Chair Councillor McConnell sought agreement for the motion. 
 
All concurred. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the motion carried. 
 
Councillor S McPeake in response thanked all Members for their support, and 
highlighted again the sacrifice of volunteers when often central government were not 
doing their fair share.  He concurred with comments made by Councillor Monteith but 
said that debate was for another day and that the thrust of his motion was to support 
smaller clubs were just a refurbishment would be a tremendous help, 
 
 
Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 
Government Act (NI) 2014.  The public withdrew from the meeting at 8.55 pm  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Brown 
 Seconded by Councillor Kerr and 
  
Resolved That items C015/25 to C020/25 be taken as confidential business. 
 
  Matters for Decision 

(i) Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 19 December 2024 
(ii) Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 7 January 2025 

(iii) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 9 

January 2025 

(iv) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 14 January 

2025 

(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 16 January 

2025  

(vi) Document for Sealing: MUSA Running Track 

 
C021/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 9.10 pm. 
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       Chair ________________________ 
 
 
 
       Date _________________________ 
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Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the 
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.   
 
I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we move 
into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  
 
Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 
 
o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless 

invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 
o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 

issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself   

 
o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 

whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining 

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 
o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 

referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 

making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 
Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda – apologies and then a 
roll call of members in attendance.  
 


