


Keep Recycling Local - Who We Are
• Campaign established by businesses and other organisations

OUR AIM

• To see positive changes in the way recyclables are collected

• To ensure recyclable materials collected in Northern Ireland are reprocessed in Northern Ireland

WHY?

• To aid Northern Ireland’s circular economy – local businesses and jobs

• To benefit the environment

HOW?

• Separate our recycling materials before collection

– Avoids contamination

– Maximises reprocessing with Northern Ireland





The Problem….
• Co-mingled recycling collections  

–Currently carried out by the majority of Northern Ireland’s councils
• This means that, each year in Northern Ireland 

–We export over 91,000 tonnes of recyclables around the globe

–Local companies have to import “clean” recyclables
• Massive cost to business, NI economy & the environment



Policy Context in NI

• Recycling is a key council service

• Waste management accounts for 4% of current emissions (excluding transportation)

• Climate Change (NI) Act 2022 – 

–Net zero target by 2050 (47% reduction by 2030)

–70% waste to be recycled by 2030

–DAERA consulting on first Carbon Budget

• DfE’s draft Circular Economy Strategy (January 2023) and report on consultation 
(August 2023)

– “The case for a circular economy is already made”
–NI needs “interim targets, action plans and greater ambition”
–Consultation “overwhelmingly” supportive of the commitment to transition to a Circular 

Economy

• DEFRA’s EPR programme (“producer pays” – using recyclables reduces costs)



Policy Context in NI (cont.)

• KRL welcomed DAERA’s recent consultation on a single waste strategy for 
Northern Ireland

– To improve overall recycling quantity and quality

– Set and review core dry recycling materials for domestic and non-domestic collections

– Ensure maximum value is extracted from the materials

– Ensure materials are kept in use for as long as possible

–Clear link with DfE’s draft Circular Economy Strategy

• Northern Ireland Audit Office Waste Management Report July 2024

–NI sent 1.29 million tonnes of waste to landfill in 2022-23

– Energy from waste is still carbon intensive – NI must prioritise re-use and recycling

– Exporting waste for processing represents a loss of revenue for NI

–Alternative options to exporting waste must be examined (Recommendation 4)

–A single centralised approach to waste management might allow for innovative solutions that 

might be economically viable to pursue (Recommendation 7)



The Three Step Solution

1. Collect key materials separately

2. Change key legislation to incentivize local reprocessing over export

3. Make information on end destinations of recycling more publicly available



This Would Mean - 

• Over 80% of our recyclable materials could be recycled locally vs the current 10% 

from co-mingled collections

• Significant savings for NI councils – better quality recyclate

• Significantly support local businesses and provide secure jobs

• Lower carbon emissions

• Stop the global export of poorly sorted recyclables



Recycling Rates



End Destinations – Dry Recycling 



End Destinations – Glass Recycling 

Only 35.6% of the total glass placed on the market in the UK is recycled back for remelt into 

cullet for new glass  - the rest is lost to the circular economy (British Glass figures for 2022)



Our Asks

• Support the introduction of a 3-stream collection system

• Support DAERA in its ambition to introduce a single waste policy across 

all Northern Ireland, in particular 3-stream collection, to keep key 

recyclables separate

• Support the need for better public awareness and education

– public support for better information and better recycling (Lucid Talk 2023)

• Exemptions should be time-limited and required to show progress being 

made towards compliance



Further Reading

• WRAP & British Glass “A Roadmap to Closed Loop Glass Recycling” (2024)
• European Commission’s Joint Research Centre “Impacts of the Collection & Treatment 

of Dry Recyclables” (2024)
• NI Audit Office “Review of Waste Management in Northern Ireland” (July 2024)
• NI Circularity Gap Report (2022)

• Review of the Welsh Government Collections Blueprint – Eunomia, March 2016 

• Recycling Who Really Leads the World Report, Eunomia

• Enva MRF Comparison Report - Glass Quality and Contamination Levels

• FERVER Contamination Survey

• Glass from waste treatment facilities Regulatory Position Statement and Guidance LIT 

72733, Environment Agency

• Household Food Waste Collections Guide, WRAP, 2024

• Flexible Plastic Fund Flex Collect Project, Interim Report, SUEZ, 2023



http://www.keeprecyclinglocal.com/
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