Report on Best Kept Awards 2025

Date of Meeting 11th February 2025
Reporting Officer Mark McAdoo, Assistant Director - Environmental Services
Contact Officer Eunan Murray, Neighbourhood Operations Manager - North
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1.0

Purpose of Report

1.1

To seek approval for participation in the NI Amenity Council Best Kept Awards for 2025.

2.0

Background

2.1

2.2

The annual NI Amenity Council Best Kept Awards competition promotes achievement
and excellence in horticulture, amenity and environmental sustainability and is important
in recognising high quality environments to live and work. The awards encourage towns
and villages the district to look their best and boost civic pride e.g. through floral displays.

Participating towns, villages and housing areas are judged on a range of criteria,
including floral displays, grass roots environmental projects and an absence of litter and
graffiti. Judges also look for underlying evidence of community participation in specific
environmental initiatives, including the promotion of recycling and wildlife conservation.

3.0

Main Report

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

The Best Kept Awards competition for last year proved a great success for the Mid Ulster
district with Donaghmore winning the Best Kept Small Village category and Swatragh
being recognised for their efforts with the Most Improved Award across all categories.

Correspondence has been received from the NI Amenity Council (copy included as
appendix 1) requesting an increase in affiliation fees from £2,300 to £3,000 for 2025. It is
proposed that Council continue participating in the competition given the recognition it
provides to the hard work/efforts of our local community groups and residents.

A separate request has also been made by the NI Amenity Council, via the Vice Chair,
requesting that Mid Ulster District Council provides the Burnavon Theatre as the venue to
host this year's Best Kept Awards ceremony on Wednesday 15th October 2025.

The Development Department has confirmed the above request can be accommodated
on the basis the NI Amenity Council is a partner/affiliate and charitable organisation.

The proposed nominations for the 2025 Best Kept Awards (under the appropriate
categories based on population size) are as follows:

1. Dungannon




2. Cookstown

3. Magherafelt
4. Coalisland

5. Maghera

6. Stewartstown
7. Donaghmore

8. Swatragh

9. Caledon

10. Castledawson (new entry)

Other Considerations

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications

4.1
Financial:
Annual affiliation fee to NI Amenity Council of £3,000 for 2025/26 plus individual
competition entry fees of £15-£20 per town/village (approximately £500 in total)
Human:
Within existing resources.
Risk Management:
N/A
4.2 | Screening & Impact Assessments
Equality & Good Relations Implications:
N/A
Rural Needs Implications:
N/A
5.0 | Recommendation(s)
5.1 | Members are asked to approve participation in the 2025 Best Kept Awards including
payment of increased £3,000 annual affiliation fee to NI Amenity Council as outlined.
6.0 | Documents Attached & References
6.1 | Appendix 1 — Correspondence from NI Amenity Council




