Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 26 June
2025 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means

Chair Councillor F Burton (Chair)

Members Present Councillors Bell, Black, Brown, J Buchanan, W Buchanan,
Cahoon, Carney, Clarke*, Corry, Forde, Gildernew, Graham,
Groogan, Johnston, Kelly, Kerr, Martin*, McAleer, McConnell,
McElvogue, McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McLernon,
McNamee, D McPeake, S McPeake, McQuade*, Milne*,
Molloy, Monteith, Mullin*, Quinn, Robinson, Totten, Varsani

and Wilson

Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive

Attendance Mr Black Strategic Director Communities and Place
Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement
(HoSSE)

Ms Keys, Marketing and Communications Manager
Mr McKeown, ICT
Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance

** Denotes Officers present by remote means

*** Denotes Others present by remote means

The meeting commenced at 7 pm.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton welcomed everyone to the meeting and those
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.

C115/25 Notice of Recording

Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site.

C116/25 Apologies

Councillor J Burton

C117/25 Declarations of Interest

The Chair, Councillor F Burton reminded Members of their responsibility regarding
declarations of interest.
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C118/25 Chair’s Business

The Chair Councillor F Burton said, “Just to record, I've had a busy first month as
Chair and have enjoyed meeting many of our residents, businesses and
organisations doing good work in our district. One of my first engagements was the
Mid Ulster Pipe Band and Drum Major Championships, held in Cookstown. The
Council continues to give its support to this significant event, attended by many pipe
bands and drum majors from near and far. Their success reflects the unwavering
dedication, hard work, and commitment of the Mid Ulster section, its members, and
the many supporters who have faithfully championed it throughout the years. It really
is an impressive event to witness as multiple drum majors and pipe bands from
many areas showcase their amazing talent through breathtaking sights and sounds.
It reflects their significant dedication and training in all they do.

| was also pleased that one of the first things | was able to get behind was the ‘Nip it
in the Bud’ campaign. As public representatives it is imperative we support
campaigns like this and use every opportunity to raise awareness of cancer
symptoms and encourage farmers, and men in particular, to go to the doctor as soon
as possible, if necessary, which could save lives. | know you'll agree that this is a
vitally important message for us all to continue to spread.

It is great to see that we have been one of fifty-four councils to receive additional
funding from the Chewing Gum Task Force initiative for the fourth year running. This
injection of funding will help us maintain the cleanliness of our towns across Mid
Ulster. | was also privileged to attend the recognition event held on Thursday past to
recognise 12 groups in the district who were awarded grants through the Executive’s
Local Change Fund to help End Violence Against Women and Girls. The successful
projects have the potential for change at a local level, engaging both young women
and young men. | will look forward to seeing their progress over the coming months.

Just this morning | attended the opening of the new Lidl store in Cookstown, which
represents an investment of eight million pounds in our local economy by the
company in this their twenty-sixth year in the town, and which has also led to the
creation of 15 new jobs. It was great to see how many shoppers present with
trolleys waiting to go, it was almost like a trolley dash. That concludes with my
remarks for this evening and so on to business. Thank you.”

The Chair, Councillor F Burton invited Councillor Gildernew to speak.

Councillor Gildernew speaking on the A5 said, “Thank you chair. | was in the High
Court on Monday morning along with Sinn Féin colleagues, Dfl Minister Liz Kimmins
and the Enough is Enough Group. To say that the ruling was devastating is an
understatement and as the Judge himself said ‘| am acutely aware that this decision
will bring significant, fresh anguish to the doors of those who have been injured and
maimed and those who have lost loved ones as a result of road traffic accidents on
the existing A5 Road. He continued to say ‘It is likely that delays in the progression
of this scheme will coincide with the occurrence of further loss of life and serious
injury on the existing road. He concluded, ‘concerted efforts must be made by all
concerned so that sooner, rather than later, a new and safer A5 dual carriageway
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may come into operation and the long list of names of those who have perished on
that road will not be added to.

| would like to highlight the importance of this essential piece of infrastructure to Mid
Ulster District Council and to all the residents and businesses in Mid Ulster who need
a road that is fit for purpose and safe to travel on. This area has been underfunded
and neglected for too long and this project is too important to not be a priority for this
Council and all our Partys.

On Tuesday afternoon, | was part of a delegation of the A5/N5 Cross Border
Committee who travelled to Stormont to meet with Minister Kimmins. | welcome the
commitment from the Minister, to work constructively with this committee and
support the Minister’s urgent work to assess the judgement and consider options for
a way forward.

| would like to propose that this Council writes to the Minister for Infrastructure to
record our devastation in light of the recent High Court ruling on the ASWTC and re-
pledge this Council's full support to the A5 upgrade. | would also like to propose that
this Council commits to working with the other four Councils who have an interest in
the A5 project, Fermanagh & Omagh District Council, Derry City & Strabane District
Council, Monaghan County Council and Donegal County Council, and ask them to
also re-pledge their support to working with the Minister to see the project proceed
as soon as possible? Go raibh maith agat.”

Councillor McConnell seconded Councillor Gildernew’s proposal and said he wished
to endorse his colleagues’ comments and that he too was present at meetings
referred to.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton invited Councillor Robinson to speak.
Declaration of Interest

Councillor Robinson declared an interest in the A5 as (i) his family farm is impacted
by the proposed road; and (ii) his uncle was killed by a drunk driver on the AS.

Councillor Robinson said, “Thank you Chair for allowing me the opportunity to speak.
We are now 18 years on from when the A5 dual carriageway was first announced.
More than £150 million has already been spent, and still not one inch of new road
has been built. What we’re left with is a proper mess: ratepayers money gone and no
end in sight, | suppose as one farmer said to me, it's easy spending money foolishly
when it's not your own!

Let’s be honest, this is a failure of planning, delivery, and responsibility. And it is our
community, Mid Ulster’s farmers and rural families, who are left paying the price.
Today, over 300 farmers sit in a state of limbo, and they’ve been there for more than
a decade. These families have faced years of uncertainty. They’ve been told they
can’t build, can’t invest, can’t sell because the Government might want their land at
some point in the future. Then the land has been legally vested, taken, for over 300
days, and the farmers affected have not received a single penny. Let me ask you
plainly: would anyone in this chamber accept that type of treatment?

3 — Council (26.06.25)



If a government department came tomorrow and took your back garden, would you
accept going 300 days without compensation? Hedges ripped out and mature trees
chopped down. Of course not. And nor should you. So why should it be different for a
farmer in Omagh, Ballygawley or Aughnacloy? This isn’t bureaucracy. This isn’t
delay. This is just bad government. What makes it worse is the fact that climate
laws, laws that Sinn Fein rushed through Stormont and never debated in terms of
their real-world consequences are now being used to block essential infrastructure
and cripple the farming sector. We’re not talking about mass industrial expansion.
We’re talking about farmers being told they can’t even replace an old, inefficient shed
with a new more energy-efficient one, because some departmental guidance says it
might tip the balance on emissions, or because we don’t have the right carbon
modelling in place. This is utter madness. We’'re penalising the very people who
are trying to modernise, who want to reduce their carbon footprint, improve animal
welfare, and run cleaner, leaner farms but who can’t move forward because the
climate bureaucracy says no. And now, the same tangled logic is being used to
delay new infrastructure like the A5. Let me be clear, no one is saying we should
ignore climate change. But when carbon budgets are given more weight than
common sense, more weight than rural jobs, and more weight than human lives lost
on our roads then it’s clear the system is broken.

It's time to inject some common sense into this. Farmers have been treated
disgracefully throughout this process, left in the dark, kept waiting, and now forced to
carry the burden of departmental indecision. Several landowners affected have told
me, the road could have been built ten years ago if farmers and their families had
been treated with manners and respect from the start. Thank you Chair.”

Councillor Quinn said, “the responsibility of any government is to respect the lives of
its people yet following the decision this week the Assembly has failed at the basic
level of competence. The SDLP stands 100% with bereaved families and
campaigners who have carried this burden for too long and the A5 must be
delivered. Judge McAlinden’s words were chilling when he said more lives will be
lost because of this ruling and his words echo what families have been saying for
years — delay costs lives. This judgment is an indictment of the Department for
Infrastructure which has failed to do their homework and prepare for the legal
challenge and as a consequence this vital project is at risk. To make matters worse
civil servants knew for two years about the implications of the Climate Change Act
and they have either not understood their own policy or worse failed to act on it. This
is deeply worrying. It points to a systematic failure not just an oversight not just about
the act itself but the failure of a department. The A5 is not just an infrastructure
project, it is a lifesaving necessity, it is also a clear commitment to the programme for
government and the failure to deliver on the commitment is yet, another example, of
the Northern Ireland Executive making promises to the public and failing to deliver.
Just like Casement Park the York Street Exchange, the A5, the Children’s hospital,
fraternity services at the Royal Victoria hospital and our crumbling water
infrastructure. | could go on and it clearly shows this part of the world as a ‘basket
case environment’ for investors and crumbling services for our people. This is why
the SDLP has consistently called for an independent infrastructure commission to
get projects moving and take politics out of delivery to end this cycle of delay and
blame. We are also calling for an urgent amendment to the Climate Change Act to
ensure essential infrastructure like the A5 can proceed under public interest grounds
and there is a precedent for this under the EU Habitat directive and other
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environmental frameworks. It simply requires political will. | support what Councillor
Gildernew has asked for tonight, but | would add that this Council seeks an urgent
joint meeting with the Minister and our colleagues in Fermanagh and Omagh and
Derry & Strabane district councils because enough is enough. The time for words
has long past, delay costs lives, and this region cannot afford to wait any longer.”

Councillor McFlynn seconded Councillor Quinn’s call for a joint meeting. Members
concurred.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton sought a way forward on the proposal.

The Chief Executive summarized them to be

That Council
. Seeks a meeting with the Minister for Infrastructure to discuss the ASWTC;
o writes to the Minister for Infrastructure to record devastation in light of the

recent High Court ruling on the ASWTC and re-pledge support to the A5
upgrade; and

o commits to working with the other four Councils who have an interest in the
A5 project, Fermanagh & Omagh District Council, Derry City & Strabane
District Council, Monaghan County Council and Donegal County Council,
and ask them to also re-pledge their support to working with the Minister to
see the project proceed as soon as possible.

Resolved That Council

. Seeks a meeting with the Minister for Infrastructure to discuss
the ASWTC;
° writes to the Minister for Infrastructure to record devastation in

light of the recent High Court ruling on the ASWTC and re-
pledge support to the A5 upgrade; and

. commits to working with the other four Councils who have an
interest in the A5 project, Fermanagh & Omagh District Council,
Derry City & Strabane District Council, Monaghan County
Council and Donegal County Council, and ask them to also re-
pledge their support to working with the Minister to see the
project proceed as soon as possible.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton advised that going forward Chair’s Business requests
should be on strategic matters only and should be submitted by 5pm on the Monday
prior to the Council meeting. She said that requests for letters of greetings and
congratulations should be emailed to the chair’s office, and she would send out
letters accordingly. The Chair concluded that chair’s business should not take up
twenty-five minutes but should be short comments on strategic matters and not
those which should be discussed at committee meetings as it was only but fair and
respectful to the chairs of committees that the said committee have the opportunity
to debate issues before coming to full council.
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The Chair, Councillor F Burton, advised her chosen charities for the year was Marie
Curie and Hope for You (Clogher). The Chair, Councillor F Burton thanked Members
in anticipation of their co-operation.

Matters for Decision

C119/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Council Meeting held on 22 May 2025

Councillor McElvogue drew attention to C107/25 motion in relation to ASTWC and
said he too was at the court ruling on Monday and his heart goes out to all who have
lost loved ones due to road traffic accidents on the A5. He said it was another
example of the detrimental impact of the partitioning of Ireland, for if the North was
ruled by Ireland the road would have been built long ago. He concluded it was a
clear demonstration of how both British Rule and the Stormont Executive does not
work.

Councillor Kerr drew attention to C095/25 and requested an update regarding the in
person meeting with the Education Authority to discuss loss of funding in relation to
pre-school places.

The Chief Executive advised that an officer from the Education Authority had agreed
to contact the Councillor to discuss the issue prior to initiating a meeting.

Councillor Kerr said Council staff had been in contact but to date the Education
Authority had not contacted him.

The Chief Executive advised that there was no further update.

Councillor Varsani drew attention to C105/25 motion regarding voting rights in the
Irish Presidential Election and for information advised that motions had been passed
in the Northern Assembly and in the Dail which had been the result of a Sinn Féin
motion supported by all parties.

Proposed by Councillor McElvogue
Seconded by Councillor Kerr and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 22 May 2025
(C091/25 — C107/25 and C114/25) transacted in Open Business having
been printed and circulated were considered and adopted.

C120/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Annual General Meeting held on 2 June 2025

Councillor McConnell AC005/25 comments in relation to Tyrone under 20s and said
he hoped that the comments in relation to a reception would be acknowledged and
he also wished the Tyrone Minors success in their forthcoming match and hoped the
reception would be back-to-back for two winning teams.
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Proposed by Councillor Kerr
Seconded by Councillor Brown and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Tuesday 2 June 2025
(AC1/25 — AC10/25) transacted in Open Business having been printed
and circulated were considered and adopted.

C121/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 3 June 2025

Proposed by Councillor Kerr
Seconded by Councillor Varsani and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 3 June
2025 (P065/25 — P070/25 and P077/25) transacted in Open Business
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted.

C122/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 5
June 2025

Proposed by Councillor Brown
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and

Resolved That, subject to the foregoing the Minutes of the Policy & Resources
Committee held on Thursday 5 June 2025 (PR103/25 — PR115/25 and
PR126/25) transacted in Open Business having been printed and
circulated were considered and adopted.

C123/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 10 June
2025

Councillor Wilson said he had made a request under Chair’s business regarding the
matter of the new tourist attraction in Maghera, that is, the ‘yellow box’. He said
other Members had been contacted regarding the matter also and reminded all it
was an offence to drive into a yellow box, the problem was for the Department for
Infrastructure, but it was holding up traffic and requested that the Environment
Committee look at the issue.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton requested that all Members adhere to the agenda
and minutes for consideration.

Councillor McConnell drew attention to E119/25 regarding St Macartan’s Primary

School and referred to letter he had received. He said in speaking to all
stakeholders, the Department of Finance, the Department for Infrastructure and the
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Department for Education all were agreed it was the most dangerous of school
entrance/exits but there was no joined up approach. He welcomed the planned
meeting and the meeting he too had arranged with the Chief Executive, he said that
Council should have all stakeholders engaged to move forward.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton extended her thanks to Councillor Robinson for
raising the issue at the Environment Committee, she said she had received a copy of
the letter and it was a very important issue and in looking at the recommendation for
a meeting she would propose that the local Inspector from the PSNI also be invited
to any meeting as this was the case in other similar situations.

Councillor Robinson seconded the proposal.

Resolved That the PSNI should be invited to meeting to discuss traffic issues at
St Macartan’s Primary School, together with stakeholders Department
of Finance, the Department for Infrastructure and the Department for
Education.

Councillor McFlynn said as the new Chair to Environment Committee she had been
asked to raise the matter, she had done so, had arranged for the letter to go to
Clogher Valley DEA members and said she hoped the meeting would happen soon.

Proposed by Councillor McAleer
Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 10
June 2025 (E116/25 —-E127/25 and E141/25) transacted in Open
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and
adopted.

C124/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 12
June 2025

Councillor Kerr drew attention to D104/25 in relation to Gortgonis and proposed that

(i) Council facilitates a public meeting to discuss Gortgonis project;
(i) Council post a list of other play parks in the locality on social media; and
(i)  That Members receive more regular updates on the project.

The Councillor said in contacting officers he has on many occasions been told its not
worth spending money when a new project is being planned however this has limped
on from year to year.

The Chief Executive said he did not want to highlight reasons for delay as there were
many stakeholders, some more accountable than Council. He said he would
encourage a public meeting when there was a project proposal to present. In
response to Councillor Kerr's query regarding date, the Chief Executive advised that
the planned DEA meeting was scheduled for 6 August and that the job in hand was
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for officers to liaise with Members, develop a concept, bring through Development
Committee and the aim would be a public meeting in the autumn.

Proposed by Councillor Corry
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Thursday 12
June (D097/25 — D111/25 and D119/25) transacted in Open Business
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted.

Matters for Information
C125/25 Correspondence
Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council.

Councillor S McPeake drew attention to the correspondence from Department for
Infrastructure Minister regarding road safety measures and welcomed the
commitment given to extend the part time 20mph speed limits at schools in the
2025/26 financial year.

Councillor Gildernew drew attention to correspondence from British Telecom
regarding the consultation to remove payphones. She advised that the first one
listed was in Middletown, to which she had family connections however as the area
was not in Mid Ulster District, she requested that Council write to British Telecom and
ask them to contact Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Council regarding same.

Resolved That Council writes to British Telecom to advise 6-8 Main Street,
Middletown is not in Mid Ulster and request that they contact Armagh,
Banbridge and Craigavon Council.

Councillor Gildernew drew attention to the correspondence received from Minister
Lyon’s Department for Communities and highlighted the fact the letter was dated 13
June and the consultation highlighted closed on the 16" June which would indicate
the response was not meaningful as Councillors did not have sufficient notice to
engage.

Councillor McFlynn drew attention to the correspondence from Department for
Infrastructure regarding communication and staffing issues. The Councillor said that
there was issues across the board with recruitment but the main concern for Council
was Mid Ulster and she had made requests that had not been met for over a year
and this was not acceptable.

Councillor Quinn welcomed the correspondence from Fermanagh and Omagh
District Council in support of the motion on school road safety issues. He said he
had witnessed a car on the Reenadeery Road whereby a car passed a school bus
albeit slowly, but it still did not account for adequate road safety. He said hopefully
the Minister would drive the issue forward to stop this happening.
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Councillor Wilson concurred with Councillor McFlynn regarding staffing issues and
said that whilst the local officials endeavour to do their utmost for Members he would
be interested in knowing staffing levels at Department for Infrastructure Western
Division Office based in Omagh and proposed Council seek same.

Resolved That Council write to Department for Infrastructure to seek clarity on
staffing levels at the Western Division Office based in Omagh.

C126/25 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council

Members noted update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council.

Proposed by Councillor Kerr
Seconded by Councillor McElvogue and

Resolved That Council respond to Department of Health: Consultation on the
draft Health and Social Care Children and Young People’s Emotional
Health and Wellbeing Framework.

Councillor McConnell proposed that Council respond to consultation regarding credit
unions especially on behalf of rural communities which were lacking banking facilities
and ATMs, that should be an essential for all rural communities together with a
banking hub.

Councillor Gildernew seconded the proposal and highlighted the Access for Cash
campaign.

Proposed by Councillor McConnell
Seconded by Councillor Gildernew and

Resolved That Council responds to Department for the Economy: The Credit
Union (Modernisation and Reform) Public Consultation. Delegated
Authority to Development Committee. Closing Date 10 July 2025.

Councillor McFlynn drew attention to the Department for Infrastructure Consultation

launched to tackle use of mobile phones while driving and said during her Chair role

with PCSP this was a matter continually discussed.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton concurred.

Proposed by Councillor McFlynn
Seconded by Councillor F Burton and

Resolved That Council responds to Department for Infrastructure Consultation

launched to tackle use of mobile phones while driving

C127/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Groogan to move —
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Councillor Groogan proposed the motion regarding the Mother and Baby Unit:

That this Council recognises the importance for a regional Mother and Baby
Unit in the north; accepts that this unit will be specifically designed to support
mothers with postpartum mental health issues which enables mothers to
remain with their baby while accessing specialist inpatient care; notes that
giving birth for a mother should be one of the most fulfilling and joyous times
in their life; further notes that some mothers will experience serious mental
health challenges after birth; affirms that mothers deserve access to specialist
in-patient care that allows them to stay with their babies while receiving the
support they need; acknowledges that we remain the only part of these
islands without a dedicated mother and baby unit; and calls on the Council to
write to the Health Minister to provide an update on the current business case
for this mother and baby unit; and further calls on the Council to ask the
Health Minister to engage with this counterpart in the South of Ireland to
ensure that services in the unit will be available to support mothers and babies
throughout Ireland.

Councillor Gildernew seconded the motion.

Councillor Groogan speaking on the motion said, “Anyone who watched the recent
Spotlight Programme, ‘Mums in Crisis’ documentary could not help but feel an
overwhelming sense of sadness listening to the mothers who bravely shared their
stories of trying to survive post-partum psychoses in a country that currently has no
dedicated mother and baby unit. One of the brace mothers who shared her story
was Danielle, a Ballinascreen woman who grew up in the same housing estate as
me. Danielle was born to be a mother, as a child she was the wee girl who called to
mothers’ doors asking to take their babies for a walk and always had a gang of small
children after her. She was like a wee mother hen of the estate.

To listen to Danielle’s story knowing the amazing mother she is and how badly she
has been let down is utterly heart breaking. She describes hearing voices telling her
that baby Joe was not hers, that she was not fit to raise a child, she self-harmed and
had suicidal thoughts. When things were really bad it was suggested that Danielle
be admitted to Hollywell where she would be without her son. Danielle describes
struggling to find a bond with her son due to her illness. Separating mother and
baby would only serve to exacerbate those feelings. Another story told was Orla
Quinn who had just given birth to her third child and was suffering psychosis, having
been moved into a private room out of sight of the nurses’ station she awoke in the
middle of the night, fed her baby and left the room barefoot to an empty part of the
hospital where she took her own life. So powerful was Orla’s psychosis she died
believing she had damaged her baby so badly that she could not understand why
her family were being loving towards her. Orlagh’s death was later ruled as
foreseeable and preventable, three children left without a mother!

Those are just two mothers’ stories, there are many more like them, it's for them |
bring forward this motion as a means for us as a council to push for the already
delayed business case for a dedicated mother and baby unit to be progressed as a
matter of urgency. And to work with the Health Minister in the South to ensure that
the unit will be available to support mothers and babies through the whole of Ireland.
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Mothers and families cannot wait any longer. It is too late for Orlagh and her family.
| ask all parties to support this motion”

Councillor Gildernew speaking in support of the motion said, “As a mother of four
children, | know that this is and should be one of the most incredible times in a
woman’s life. However, for any mother who suffers from postpartum mental health
issues, this can be an extremely difficult time, and no mother should be separated
from their newborn baby due to this. | support Councillor Groogan’s motion to write to
the Health Minister to seek an update on progress and to ask him to engage on an all-
island basis to ensure this support is available to mothers throughout Ireland. Thank

you

Councillor Wilson speaking in support of the motion said, “The Ulster Unionist Party
fully supports the creation of a Mother and Baby unit in Northern Ireland. As a Party
we are very proud of the huge progress made across Northern Ireland on the issue
of community perinatal mental health, which was initiated by former Minister Robin
Swann and is now being continued on by Mike Nesbitt. As a practical example of
what this progress actually looks like for the first time ever all five trusts for the first
time now have dedicated mental health teams in place. Those teams offer critical
support and interventions to women through their pregnancy and up until one year
after birth, improving the health and wellbeing of women, their children and their
wider families. But as a Party we were always clear that the rollout of the community
perinatal health service was only one in a series of steps that was needed. The next
crucial one was the identification and then creation of a new dedicated Mother and
Baby unit. One of those two steps have been completed. An earlier independent
review identified that the model of the proposed 6/7 bedded Mother and Baby Unit
should be that as recommended by the Royal College of Psychiatrists and the
location of the Mother and Baby Unit should be the Belfast City Hospital site.

Many of us in this chamber are parents and grandparents, we know how important
and special those first days and weeks are to any family welcoming a newborn. So
the days of separating mum and baby must now become numbered. It's cruel and in
the modern era it's no longer acceptable. Ahead of this evening’s debate | spoke with
the Minister Mike Nesbitt just to get an update, and | was genuinely really
encouraged by his interest and obvious strength of support for the project. He told
me that it remains very high within the long list of capital projects that his Department
is facing. But unlike most of the others, money has been committed for the mother
and baby unit. He hasn'’t all that he needs to build it yet and he’s asked the Executive
to support him to allow it to be built, but ’'m confident that either through being
successful in his ask for extra funding, or managing to somehow find some money
internally, the project will be delivered. The business case is currently being worked
upon but again the Minister has told officials he expects it to be progressed at pace.
But overall, whilst it's taking longer than any of us want because of the financial
situation at Stormont, the project is firmly moving in the right direction.”

Councillor McFlynn said the SDLP supports the motion as there was a gap in the
health service that had gone unaddressed for too long and Northern Ireland was the
only region in the islands that did not have such a unit. The Councillor said it was
not acceptable that mothers had to be admitted to general psychiatric care and be
separated from their babies. She posed the question, why is this tolerated?
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Councillor McFlynn also spoke of the situation leading to suicide and spoke of
organisations such as Aware NI who could provide support. Acknowledging the
bravery of families who have spoken out such as Orlagh Quinn’s and said that it was
dreadful that the report on her death described it as foreseeable. Stating that there
was still no funding, time scale nor options in place Councillor McFlynn said the
SDLP support the call for a unit and stressed that there needs to be cross border
engagement, no mother should have to face a mental health crisis alone and it was
time for the NI Executive to deliver.

Councillor Cahoon speaking in support of the motion said, “I thank the proposers of
the motion for bring this vital issue. Psychiatric Mother and Baby Units (MBUs)
provide specialist in-patient care for mothers who experience severe mental illness
(SMI) without separation from their baby which improves outcomes. We have heard
stories from ClIr Groogan but there are more.

| highlight Members to a recent story shared by Shelley Browne, a mother separated
from her newborn baby and admitted to a general psychiatric hospital for five weeks.
Shelley’s experience was featured by BBC One Northern Ireland’s ‘Spotlight: Mums
in Crisis’ and is a heart-breaking reminder of the urgent need for a Mother and Baby
Unit (MBU) in Northern Ireland. Shelley said, "l was a mother without her child, and |
felt like a prisoner, she wasn't with me, and | was in a mental facility. And it just broke
me every morning."

Northern Ireland is the only place in the United Kingdom without a Mother Baby Unit
and without one, mothers experiencing acute perinatal mental health crises face
admission to general psychiatric wards, which are not equipped to meet their unique
needs, and separation from their babies. Perinatal mental iliness can affect one in
five women during pregnancy or the postnatal period. The Democratic Unionist Party
has consistency lobbied for the Mother Baby Unit and Diane Dodds is persistent on
this matter as our Health Spokesperson. It is unacceptable that we do not have a
mother-and-baby unit in Northern Ireland for those women who suffer from
postpartum psychosis. The Health Minister recently advised that the Belfast Trust is
at an advanced stage of developing a capital and revenue business case for this
unit. As referenced by ClIr Wilson - Why do we not have a mother-and-baby unit in
Northern Ireland? Well part of the reason is because we are squandering tens of
millions of pounds.

Clir Quinn has referred to the Maternity and Children’s hospital at beginning of our
meeting. Just look to the long-delayed Royal Maternity Hospital — originally due to
open in 2015, it is utterly unacceptable that we are still without a functioning facility,
and even more so that the costs have now more than doubled. The delays
surrounding the Maternity Hospital and issues with the Acute Mental Health Unit
have shaken public confidence in the management of key health infrastructure in
Northern Ireland. DUP Health Spokesperson Diane Dodds has led calls for
transparency and accountability with new building projects within the Belfast Trust
area.

On the 17th of June, at Question time, the Minister advised that he had some
detailed discussions with the previous Minister for Health in the Government of
Ireland, Stephen Donnelly, about pitching to Shared Island for a single unit however
the response from the Shared Island unit, according to Minister Donnelly, was a hard
no.
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The focus of the Health Minister must be on delivering a mother-and-baby unit in
Northern Ireland. We need to have this facility delivered for vulnerable mothers and
their families. Credit has to be given to the women and families who have
campaigned for this and shared the most painful experiences of their lives. Until we
have a Mother Baby Unit, in the interim there must be a focus on ensuring the best
quality of care for mothers and babies and we have seen investment in community-
based specialist perinatal services which is of course to be welcomed.”

The Chair, Councillor F Burton as there was consensus across the Chamber
declared the motion carried.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton invited Councillor Groogan to conclude.

Councillor Groogan thanked everyone for their support and said everyone knew
someone who had suffered, and each Member must try and do their bit to make
things better.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton concluded the postnatal period is a vital time and
families just want both a content mum and baby.

C128/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor McLernon to move —
Councillor McLernon proposed the motion:
Early Diagnosis, Prevention and Treatment of Haemochromatosis.

That this Council supports World Haemochromatosis Awareness Week that
took place from 1st June to 7th June 2025; recognises that
Haemochromatosis is more common in Ireland that anywhere else in the
world and that 1 in 83 Irish people carry two copies of the HFE gene, and are
pre- disposed to develop iron overload and that 1 in 5 Irish people carry one
copy of the gene and are said to be carriers; further recognises that early
diagnosis is vital as without treatment Haemochromatosis can cause
premature death; and calls on this council to write to the Minister of Health to
ask that he consider what action can be taken to ensure early diagnosis and
prevention for the treatment of Haemochromatosis.

Councillor Groogan seconded the motion.

Councillor McLernon speaking on the motion said, Chair, thank you. | brought this
motion forward tonight to raise awareness of Haemochromatosis and the importance
regarding the early diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of Haemochromatosis, a
common but often overlooked genetic condition that affects iron regulation in the
body. Haemochromatosis, sometimes called the “Celtic Curse,” disproportionately
affects people of Irish and Northern European descent.

The figures quoted in the motion are from the Irish Haemochromatosis Foundation
and are for across the island of Ireland — that 1 in 83 Irish people carry two copies of
the HFE gene and are pre-disposed to develop iron overload and that 1 in 5 Irish
people carry one copy of the gene and are said to be carriers. But if you take a look
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at the figures from Haemochromatosis UK, it is frightening! It is estimated that 1 in 10
people here are at risk, but tragically, the majority remain undiagnosed until the
disease has already caused irreversible damage. It has been reported that people
living here have a significantly higher rate of haemochromatosis compared to
England, Scotland and Wales.

When left untreated, Haemochromatosis can lead to organ damage, liver cirrhosis,
diabetes, joint pain, chronic fatigue, and even premature death. Yet, if caught early, it
is easily manageable through routine blood donations or phlebotomy.

This condition is:

o Genetic, and therefore predictable.
o Detectable, with a simple blood test.
« Treatable, with affordable and accessible methods.

So why are we not doing more? We are failing our constituents when awareness is
low, and when GPs are not trained to recognise early signs, and when patients suffer
for years before a proper diagnosis. People are often misdiagnosed and are told
they have arthritis, fatigue, or mental health issues, when in fact they have a
treatable condition caused by iron overload.

This motion today is a call to action for our council, and for the Department of Health,
to raise public and clinical awareness about Haemochromatosis through education
campaigns. We need to promote genetic testing and early screening, particularly for
those with a family history and ensure timely treatment is available through local
health services. We need to see more screening programmes delivered across the
districts by the Department of Health like those rolled out by aemochromatosis.org
who have rolled out screening programmes previously in Derry, Belfast, Newry and
Carrickfergus.

In closing, Chair, this is a matter of preventive healthcare, one of catching a
condition before it becomes a crisis. It's about improving lives and reducing NHS
costs and bringing equity to those silently suffering.

| urge this council to pass the motion and show leadership in tackling this silent but
serious condition.

Councillor Groogan thanked Councillor McLernon for bringing the motion and shared
that she was a sufferer of Haemochromatosis. She said enough emphasis could not
be put on the importance of early screening and told how it was discovered quite by
accident that she had Haemochromatosis but how once diagnosed everything made
sense. Councillor Groogan concluded that Haemochromatosis whilst treatable was
life threatening if not treated.

Councillor Quinn said, “l am pleased to support the motion during the same month of
Haemochromatosis awareness week. Often called the Celtic curse is a debilitating
condition that impacts more people in Ireland than anywhere else in the world. One
in 83 in this island carry two copies of the HFE gene and are prepositioned to iron
overload. One in five are carriers it is incredibly common and yet still not widely
understood. Left untreated, it can cause irreversible damage to the liver, the heart
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and pancreas it can even lead to premature death. But with a diagnosis and simple
treatment those outcomes can be completely avoided. This is a preventable illness
and yet far too many people are diagnosed late after damage has been done.
Raising awareness is essential but we need action from the Department of Health to
promote early testing particularly in high-risk groups and to work with GPS to ensure
better understanding and uptake of screening. The SDLP have always supported
public health campaigns especially around rare and genetic conditions, and we
continue to press for a more proactive preventable model of health care. Not just
reacting to illness but trying to prevent it. That is especially relevant when it comes
to genetic conditions like this one. | also want to recognise the fantastic work of the
Haemochromatosis Uk and their Irish counterparts who for years have campaigned
to get this on the public health radar. Their efforts are saving lives and deserve our
full support. 1 fully back this motion for the Health Minister to bring forward a strategy
to improve early diagnosis and treatment of Haemochromatosis. We have the data;
we have the science and now we need the political will. Thank you.”

Councillor Brown speaking in support of the motion said, “we fully support the efforts
and campaigns of World Haemochromatosis Awareness Week that took place in
June of this year. Raising awareness of Haemochromatosis is vital to ensuring that
people suffering with this disease have their voices heard. It is right to highlight the
difficulties faced by so many who suffer from Haemochromatosis. We know that
early diagnosis could have an impact on the onset of chronic diseases and on costs
that are related to treating those conditions once they materialise. As such our party
colleagues has asked the Health Minister what consideration he has given to rolling
out early screening for the disease. We understand that the Minister is aware of this
issue, which can be partly addressed with the ‘Rare Diseases Action Plan’. Early
diagnosis is vital for the patient to ensure the disease is caught and treated at an
early stage therefore we support the motion.”

Councillor Graham said, “In the past few years huge progress has been made on
raising awareness about haemochromatosis. But it was only by reading further
about the condition before tonight’s meeting that | learned it’s a genetic disorder
seen most commonly in people of Celtic origin. And despite being one of the most
common genetic disorders here, haemochromatosis is also still technically
considered a rare disease.

Rare Diseases, while individually rare, are collectively common, with 110,000 people
estimated to be living with a rare condition in Northern Ireland. Groups like |
Haemochromatosis UK do great work on spreading awareness and understanding of
the challenges faced by individuals living with this condition. But as a society, |
agree with the motion that we still need to do more to raise awareness. Thankfully,
as an integral part of UK, Northern Ireland benefits from the invaluable ability and
resources of the broader UK scientific community. Both in terms of research but also
treatments. But this is a particular condition that impacts us more than most. So we
are happy to support the motion calling for further steps to support early diagnosis
and treatment.”

The Chair, Councillor F Burton as there was consensus across the Chamber
declared the motion carried.
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The Chair, Councillor F Burton invited Councillor McLernon to conclude.

Councillor McLernon thanked those who contributed to the debate and all for their
support of the motion.

Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the
Local Government Act (NI) 2014. The public withdrew from the meeting at 8.05
pm

Proposed by Councillor Wilson
Seconded by Councillor McConnell and

Resolved That items C129/25 to C136/25 be taken as confidential business.

The Chair, Councillor F Burton explained that she had left a family wedding to attend
the meeting and would now withdraw to return. The Deputy Chair, Councillor
Johnston took the Chair.

Matters for Decision

(i)  Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 22 May 2025
(i)  Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 3 June 2025
(iii) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 5

June 2025

(iv) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 10 June
2025

(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 12 June
2025

(vi) Audit Confidential minutes of meeting held on 17 June 2025

(vii) Document for Sealing: Deed of Surrender between the Trustees
of Magherafelt Sky Blues FC and MUDC

(viii) Document for Sealing: Lease between MUDC and Trustees of
Magherafelt Sky Blues FC

C137/25 Duration of Meeting

The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 8.14 pm.

Chair

Date

17 — Council (26.06.25)



Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson

Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.

| specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we
move into Confidential Business. | let you know before this happens.

Just some housekeeping before we commence. Can | remind you:-

o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet
connection issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep
raised until observed by an Officer or myself

o Should we need to take a vote this evening | will ask each member to confirm
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please
turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being
referred to

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or
using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda — apologies and
then a roll call of members in attendance.
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