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1 Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The purpose of this report is to update members and seek approval for the following; 
 

• Community Grants – Irish Language Seachtain na Gaelige Grant Awards 

• Social Supermarket Coordination Programme & Foodbank Resource 
Allocations 

• Welfare Reform Support Project Funding 

• Development Department -Update  
 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Community Grants– Irish Language Grant – Seachtain na Gaelige 
 
As part of the community grants – A total of 12 applications where received under the 
Irish Language Grant – Seachtain na Gaelige, with 10 eligible for award and 2 ineligible.  
Attached at appendix 1 is the Irish Language award allocations for consideration and 
approval.  
 
Social Supermarket Coordination Programme & Foodbank Resource Allocations 
 
In anticipation of DfC Social Supermarket financial support for 2024/25, a report was 
brought to Council in January 2024 to agree: 
 

1. Foodbank Resource Allocation Expression of Interest  
2. Social Supermarket Programme Coordination 

 
Funding confirmation has been provided with an allocation of £103,602.94.  It is 
proposed to allocate £50,000 to coordination of the social supermarket programme 
which will provide a wrap around support to foodbank clients (currently being tendered), 
and the remaining allocation to the foodbanks to provide emergency food and fuel 
support.    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To maximise impact with regards to foodbank support, it is proposed Council would 
match the social supermarket funding by approximately 20% (£20K), from its poverty 
budget. Total allocation £73,000 
 
Council has sought expression of interest from foodbanks across the District. All of the 
EOIs have been verified for eligibility. It is proposed to allocate funding similar to 
previous provision; Urban/rural, population size and foodbank demand activity, providing 
the following allocations: 
 

1. Dungannon Foodbank (Vineyard) £12,000 
2. SVP Dungannon £6,000 
3. Cookstown SVP £12,000 
4. Liberty Foodbank Cookstown £4,000 
5. Magherafelt SVP £7,500 
6. Hope Foodbank Magherafelt £6,500 
7. Coalisland Community Foodbank £7,000 
8. Coalisland SVP £4,000 
9. Hope 4 U Clogher £4,000 
10. Ballygawley SVP £4,000 
11. Maghera Cross Community Link £6,000 

 
To allow the funding to be allocated to the eligible foodbanks before Christmas, 
permission was sought at the Council Meeting 28th November, to allow for delegated 
authority to the Development Committee. 
 
Welfare Reform Support Project Funding 
 
Funding for the above has been provided by DfC to support the current frontline advice 
provider STEP/MIDAS in the delivery of Welfare Reform specific matters. Approval is 
sought to release the available funding to our frontline advice service provider. This is 
split across two amounts as follows: £93,070.40 for Face to Face Advice and £23,436.98 
for Tribunal Advice (total funding £116,507.38). 
 
Development Update  
 
Neighbourhood/Community Development 
Community Development Grants – an updated grants policy has been completed which 
is detailed within a separate report.  
 
The new Community Development strategy consultation and engagement has 
commenced with the wider community through a DEA model – the dates for each DEA 
meeting were as follows:  

• Cookstown DEA – The Hub 18th November 10.30 – 12.00  

• Dungannon DEA – Hill of The O’Neill & Ranfurly House - 19th November 7– 
8.30pm 

• Carntogher DEA – The Lurach - 20th November - 7 – 8.30pm 

• Dungannon DEA – The Library – 21st November -  10.30 am – 12.00 

• Magherafelt DEA – The Parish Centre – 21st November - 7.30 – 8.30pm  

• Magherafelt DEA - Involve House - 25th November – 10.30 am – 12.00 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Torrent DEA The Cornmill – 25th November -  7 – 8.30pm 

• Clogher DEA Clogher Valley Community Centre - 26th November 7 – 8.30pm 

• Cookstown DEA – Cookstown Community Centre  - 27th November - 7 – 8.30pm  

• Moyola DEA – Seamus Heaney HomePlace -  29th November 7 – 8.30pm  
 
Covid Small Settlements –  
 
Coalisland Canal is progressing to ITT with works anticipated to commence Spring 2025.    
Moy Recreation provision – Pending the planning decision. Work on finalising design 
specifications to go to ITT is taking place.     
 
Pomeroy Forest Centre and Magical Trails – the community led Christmas event is fully 
booked for the Forest.  Preparation for the holiday season is taking place when the trail 
activity increases. The refreshments cart is now in situ at the Forest.  
 
Good Relations & Peace  
The Good Relations 2024 – 25 projects have all commenced, with engagement and 
monitoring ongoing.  
 
A post funding letter of offer has been received; Council officers are working with 
SEUPB to provide all the post funding conditions are in place to allow receipt of the full 
letter of offer.  
 
Burnavon Arts Centre 
The Burnavon continues to be extremely busy with conferences and meetings for 
Auditorium and the Studio. The annual Winter Craft & Food Fair returns to the Burnavon 
Arts & Cultural Centre in Cookstown on Saturday 25 November (open from 10am–5pm).    
 
Seamus Heaney HomePlace 
Seamus Heaney HomePlace Autumn 2024 programme has now been distributed, with 
many events already sold out and good press attention was received for the visit of Joan 
Baez in December. The Education programme is now back in full swing with many 
primary and secondary schools already booked in for the coming months. The annual 
‘Art Day’ which caters to A Level Art Students has been heavily oversubscribed this year 
and will be led by renowned artist Sarah Longley. Exhibition visitors and footfall have 
been high over the summer and workshops are planned for the Creative Zone to tie in 
with Halloween and December.  
 
Hill of The O’Neill & Ranfurly House 
The Hill of The O’Neill & Ranfurly House – the new marketing materials for the range of 
delivery – Heritage, Park, Conferencing (weddings), Events, and Community use, have 
been distributed across the District. The Murder Mystery night proved very successful 
with over 40 in attendance – another event is scheduled for a Christmas themes night in 
December. Ulster Scots Leid Week events are selling well with the Cooking 
Demonstration with Paula McIntyre fully booked. There are limited places available for 
Santas grotto from 14th to 22nd December (15th December ASD Friendly session).   
 
Works are nearing completion for access to the Hill of The O’Neill from Circular Road. 
 
 



Regional and Minority Language 
The Regional and Minority Language Working Group held their last meeting on the 7th 
October.  The development plan is continuing to be rolled out. Support for the Council 
signage plan is ongoing. Seachtain Na Gaeilge grants are currently open for online 
applications. 
 
PCSP  
Minutes for information - none 

 
3.1 

 

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 
 

Financial: 
 
Community Grants – Irish Language Seachtain na Gaelige Grant Awards  £8089.50, budget 
£7442 (additional balance from budget underspend) 
Social Supermarket Programme allocations £73,000 
DFC direct funding allocations to Mid Ulster Advice Service : £93,070.40 for Face to 
Face Advice and £23,436.98 for Tribunal Advice (total £116,507.38). 
 

Human: 
NA 

Risk Management:  
NA 

 
3.2 

 

Screening & Impact Assessments  

Equality & Good Relations Implications:  
NA 
 

Rural Needs Implications: 
NA 
 

4 Recommendations 

 
4.1 
 
 

 
Members are recommended to; 
 

I. Approve the Irish Language Seachtain na Gaelige Grant Awards 
II. Approve the Social Supermarket Coordination Programme & Foodbank Resource 

Allocations 
III. Approve the Welfare Reform Support Project Funding 
IV. Note the Development Department -Update  

 

5 List of Documents Attached 

  
Appendix 1 Community Grants – Irish Language Seachtain na Gaelige Grant Awards 
 

 


