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1.0 | Purpose of Report

1.1 | Recently during the Development Committee meeting in December 2024, it was resolved
that officers bring forward on possible solutions to deter bird fouling from overhead
powerlines for play equipment (minute reference: D214/24).
The purpose of this report is to provide members with information regarding the number of
play parks within the district that are situated beneath overhead cables or near to.

2.0 | Background

2.1 | In November 2023, Northern Ireland Electricity (NIE) requested a comprehensive list of
play parks within the district where overhead cables are in close proximity to play areas.
This initiative aimed to enable NIE to identify and address locations across Mid Ulster that
are potentially affected by overhead cables.

3.0 | Main Report

3.1 | Identified MUDC Playpark Sites with Overhead Cables:

The following 3 sites have been identified as having NIE cables directly overhead:

Derrychrin Play Park
¢ One pole with overhead cables.
e Issues: Bird roosting leading to fouling.
e Current Status: NIE is actively seeking to address the bird roosting issue in
collaboration with relevant council department.

Coagh Play Park
e One pole with overhead cables.
e Issues: none reported
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Benburb Play Area
e One pole with overhead cables. (over trim trail)
e Issues: none reported
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Of particular concern is Derrychrin Play Park, where the issue of bird roosting on nearby
overhead cables has been highlighted on a number of occasions in the past. This has
resulted in increased fouling in the area, impacting the cleanliness and usability of the




3.2

3.3

park. NIE have informed council officers that they been actively working to resolve this
issue, focusing on measures to mitigate bird roosting and improve the overall environment
for park users. Collaborative efforts between NIE and council teams remain ongoing to
address these concerns effectively and to explore broader solutions for other affected
sites.

Identified MUDC Playpark Sites Sites with Overhead Cables in Close Proximity:

The following sites have been identified as having NIE cables located nearby to the
playpark. (not overhead)

Drummullan Church View
e One pole with overhead cables in Close Proximity
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Mill Park, Tobermore
e Two poles with overhead cables in Close Proximity
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Glenone
e One pole with overhead cables in Close Proximity
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Culnady
e One pole with overhead cables in Close Proximity
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Alexander Park
e One pole with overhead cables in Close Proximity
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Monrush, Cookstown
e One pole with overhead cables in Close Proximity
e Current Status: NIE has been notified.

Ongoing Efforts and Recommendations:

The council recognises the potential health, safety and aesthetic issues posed by
overhead cables in play parks and recreation areas. The following measures are currently
in progress:

Enhanced Collaboration with NIE
Maintain ongoing communication with NIE to address the bird fouling issue at Derrychrin
Play Park and to explore mitigation strategies for other two identified sites in Coagh and

Benburb.

Request NIE’s assessment of the feasibility of relocating overhead cables or implementing
alternative solutions, such as underground cabling, where practical.

Regular Monitoring and Maintenance

Conduct regular site inspections to identify and report any new or escalating issues related
to overhead cables.




Ensure cleanliness and maintenance of affected areas, particularly where bird fouling is a
concern.

The council remains committed to ensuring the health, safety and enjoyment of play parks
and recreation areas for all users where reasonably practicable. Progress updates on
these initiatives can be communicated to members upon request.

4.0 | Other Considerations
4.1 | Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications
Financial: No additional financial element anticipated at this juncture.
Human: Ongoing inspections, cleansing and maintenance of affected areas, particularly
where bird fouling is a concern.
Risk Management: Ongoing engagement with NIE to explore mitigation strategies for all
our identified sites.
4.2 | Screening & Impact Assessments
Equality & Good Relations Implications: None anticipated at this juncture.
Rural Needs Implications: None anticipated at this juncture.
5.0 | Recommendation(s)
5.1 | To note the contents of this report.
6.0 | Documents Attached & References

6.1

N/A




