
 
 
 
 
 
From:  Jim Caldwell 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Your ref: C034/25, 55/25 & 
79/25 
Our ref: TOF-0409-2025 
Date: 19 May 2025 
 

Councillor Eugene McConnell 
Chair 
Mid Ulster District Council 
Via email: Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org 
 

Dear Cllr McConnell 

Your School Your Club 

Thank you for your correspondence dated 29 April 2025 in which you reported the 

concerns of a member that a school within the district had been advised that they 

would receive funding under Your School Your Club, but this had later been 

withdrawn. As Head of Sports Branch in the Department, I have been asked to reply. 

Sport NI has advised that, following an initial call for expressions of interest to Your 

School Your Club, three Mid-Ulster Schools - Rainey Endowed Magherafelt, Holy 

Trinity Cookstown and Cookstown High School – were invited to submit formal 

applications for the 2024/25 cycle. 

Sports Branch 
Active Communities Division  
Engaged Communities Group 
Level 7 
Causeway Exchange 
1 – 7 Bedford Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 7EG 
 
Phone: 028 9082 9019 
E: sports@communities-ni.gov.uk 
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Of these, only Holy Trinity Cookstown received a formal letter of offer, issued by the 

Department of Education after a technical transfer from the Department for 

Communities.  This project is currently underway on site. 

Due to limited funding for 2024/25 only two further schools – Lismore College, 

Craigavon and Wallace High School, Lisburn - received letters of offer and 

subsequent funding. No other schools were provided with a letter of offer for funding. 

I trust you find this response helpful. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Jim Caldwell 
Head of Sports Branch 

 



 
 
 
 
Celene O’Neill 
 
Celene.ONeill@midulstercouncil.org 
 

 
 
 
Rathgael House 
43 Balloo Road 
Rathgill 
BANGOR 
BT19 7PR 
 

 
19 May 2025 

 
 

Dear Celene 
 
DE WEBMAIL – 130525 – EARLY YEARS PATHWAY FUNDING CUTS 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 7 May 2025 regarding Pathway funding in 2025-26. 
 
Firstly, I would like to reassure you that the Minister values the contribution made by 
early years settings to the learning and development of our children.   
 
Pathway is a competitive fund and funding does not roll forward from one funding cycle 
to the next.  Early Years settings must apply in each two-year funding cycle and 
applications are scored against pre-set criteria.  Funding is awarded from highest 
score downwards until available funding is exhausted.  The recent application process 
for the Pathway Fund saw a significant increase in the level of demand, exceeding 
what could be funded from his Department’s 2025-26 budget.  I am pleased to advise 
that the Minister has successfully secured the necessary approval from the Northern 
Ireland Executive to enhance the Pathway Fund budget for 2025-26.    
 
This additional funding means that all Pathway applicants which have met the eligibility 
requirements in 2025-26 can receive an award.  All eligible Pathway applicants will 
shortly receive confirmation of their 2025-26 award from Early Years, the Organisation 
for Young Children, who administer the Pathway Fund on behalf of the Department. 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Pathway Fund and I hope you find this information 
useful.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Linda Drysdale 

Head of Early Years Intervention Programmes Team 
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From: btp.authorisation.team@bt.com <btp.authorisation.team@bt.com> 
Sent: 16 May 2025 17:09
To: Planning@Midulstercouncil.org
Subject: Mid Ulster Payphone removal proposal/s

We plan to remove payphones in your area.  You can make
representations for 90 days, which ends on 14 August 2025

Dear Chief Planning Officer, 

We’ve identified 29 public payphones in your area that are no longer needed. We’ve assessed
these using the criteria in Ofcom’s Review of the telephony universal service obligation. I’ve
attached the list of payphones that we’re planning to remove.
The kiosks shown in red are Listed so we propose to remove the telephony and lock the kiosk. 

To make sure that the local community are fully informed, we’ve placed notices (including the
posting date) on these payphones.  I’ve attached a sample copy.  

Communities can ‘adopt’ phone boxes to turn into something completely different 
With payphone usage falling, communities are looking at new ways of using them.  Thousands
of boxes have been reinvented as cafes, mini-libraries, and defibrillator sites. Communities can
adopt most red boxes for just £1.

They can also adopt modern glass boxes if they want to house a defibrillator. Visit bt.com/adopt
for more information

You can make representations in the next 90 days until 14 August 2025
We’ll take account of representations you make about our plans when we’re making our final
decision. We’ll also write to with you the reasons for our decision (we’ll also publish the reasons
on www.bt.com/payphones/service).
If you’ve got any questions or want to make representations, please email us
at btp.authorisation.team@bt.com. 

Thanks, 

The BT payphones team

This email contains BT information, which may be privileged or confidential. It's meant only for the individual(s) or entity
named above. If you're not the intended recipient, note that disclosing, copying, distributing or using this information is
prohibited. If you've received this email in error, please let me know immediately on the email address above. Thank
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Ref. Call box ID Address Post Code Relevant Public Body
Removal proposal 

sent
Representation 

period ends
                      Mobile coverage 

Mobile 
Coverage 

OK?

Total calls 
(last 12 

months)

Helpline calls 
(last 12 

months)

High 
frequency 
accident 
location

High 
frequency 

suicide 
location

BT Evidence 
of other 

reasonable 
need

EE Three O2 Vodafone <52 calls

<12 calls or 
Helplines 

Partnership 
approve

No pattern of 
serious 

accidents in 
close 

proximity

Not identified 
by Helplines 
Partnership 

No other 
evidence 

1 02837568442 PCO1 O/S 6-8 MAIN STREET MIDDLETOWN ARMAGH BT60 4JF Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 25 0 No No No
2 02837568671 PCO1 DYAN ROAD  CALEDON BT68 4UZ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
3 02879401265 PCO1 MAIN STREET SWATRAGH MAGHERA BT46 5QB Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 3 3 YES 5 0 No No No
4 02879468240 PCO1 HILLHEAD ROAD CASTLEDAWSON MAGHERAFELT BT45 8BJ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 46 2 No No No
5 02879468885 PCO1 MAIN STREET CASTLEDAWSON MAGHERAFELT BT45 8AA Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 3 YES 30 0 No No No
6 02879628331 PCO1 MONEYNEANY ROAD DRAPERSTOWN MAGHERAFELT BT45 7DU Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 3 YES 35 0 No No No
7 02879628380 46A PCO1 ST.PATRICKS STREET          JUNCTION CAHORE ROAD DRAPERSTOW  BT45 7AJ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 29 0 No No No
8 02885548607 O/S COSTCUTTER CAR PARK   PCO1 MAIN STREET  AUGHER BT77 0BD Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 17 0 No No No
9 02885568321 PCO1 GRANGE ROAD BALLYGAWLEY DUNGANNON BT70 2LP Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 14 0 No No No
10 02885568659 O/S 88   PCO1 OMAGH ROAD SESKILGREEN DUNGANNON BT70 2BQ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 4 YES 1 0 No No No
11 02886737359 PCO1 KILLYCANAVAN ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 5BP Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
12 02886737445 O/S ST PETERS PRIMARY SCHOOL   PCO1 ARDBOE ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 0HT Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 7 0 No No No
13 02886748370 PCO   PCO1 NORTHLAND DRIVE MONEYMORE MAGHERAFELT BT45 7QT Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 2 0 No No No
14 02886751223 PCO1 CAVANONEILL ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 9EW Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
15 02886762602 O/S 44/46   PCO1 KILLYMOON STREET  COOKSTOWN BT80 8JZ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 13 0 No No No
16 02886762619 PCO1 TULLYBOY ROAD MONEYMORE MAGHERAFELT BT45 7XW Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 2 0 No No No
17 02886762784 69 PCO1 KNOCKANROE ROAD             JUNCTION ARDTREA ROAD STEWARTST  BT71 5LY Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
18 02886763642 PCO1 GRANGE ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 8SB Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
19 02886763657 PCO1 ORRITOR ROAD  COOKSTOWN BT80 8BH Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 3 0 No No No
20 02886763781 120 PCO1 LOUGH FEA ROAD              AT LISSAN POST OFFICE  COOKSTOWN BT80 9QL Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
21 02886766039 O/S NO. 5   PCO1 RATHEEN AVENUE  COOKSTOWN BT80 8HJ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 4 YES 0 0 No No No
22 02887740223 PCO1 NEWMILLS POST OFFICE ROUGHAN ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 4EL Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 0 0 No No No
23 02887752092 O/S NO. 1   PCO1 DERRYVEEN CRESCENT  DUNGANNON BT70 1NS Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 4 3 YES 18 0 No No No
24 02887752237 O/S ORLITZ   PCO1 BOVEAN ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 6HR Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 18 0 No No No
25 02887752241 PCO1 CAVAN ROAD                  JUNCTION BUSH ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 6EZ Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 4 YES 0 0 No No No
26 02887758669 PCO1 ROCKDALE ROAD               JUNCTION DRUMBALLYHUGH ROAD  DUNGA BT70 3JD Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 3 3 3 YES 23 0 No No No
27 02887784448 O/S TULLYRONE PO AT NO 8   PCO1 CLONMORE ROAD  DUNGANNON BT71 6HX Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 3 4 4 3 YES 0 0 No No No
28 02886762240 Moneymore Road Junction Riverside At Dairy, Cookstown BT80 8EH Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 4 YES 2 0 No No No
29 02885548691 Aghintain Road Junction Skelgagh Road, Clogher BT76 0UY Mid Ulster 16/05/2025 14/08/2025 4 4 4 4 YES 0 0 No No No



 



 

From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 

 

 

Cllr Eugene McConnell  
 

By email: Eileen.forde@midulstercouncil.org 
 

 
Private Office, 3rd Floor, 
James House, Gasworks Site, 
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,  
Belfast, BT7 2JA 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

 
 
Your reference: C058/25, C079/25 
Our reference: COR-0366-2025 
 28 May 2025 

 

 

Eugene, a chara, 

ROAD SAFETY MEASURES 

Thank you for your letter dated 30 April 2025 asking for timeframe regarding the 
exploration and the implementation of road safety measures mentioned in my letter 
dated 14 April 2025 (ref COR-0292-2025) such as speed limit reduction including 
20mph zones.   

I would also like to see what can be done to improve attitudes to speeding, not only 
for road safety purposes, but to make places cleaner and greener.  I have therefore 
asked my officials to consider the use of permanent 20mph speed limits in general 
particularly near schools, in predominately residential areas and places such as town 
centres where there is a higher number of those walking, wheeling and cycling.  It is 
likely that consideration will also look at national speed limits on rural roads and 
HGV speed limits. To ensure that others’ views are considered in the setting of 
speed limits, I plan to hold a public consultation exercise later this year.  

Work updating our policy and procedures guide ‘RsPPG E070 - Road Safety at 
Schools’ https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/road-safety-schools-rsppg-
e070-v3 which we use for the assessment and implementation of road safety 
measures at schools is underway with the intention that the updated version be 
available for use during the 2026/27 financial year.  

In the meantime, I have asked officials to prepare a modest programme of schools to 
be provided with part-time 20mph speed limits in the 2025/26 financial year based 
on the existing scored listing, but with preference given to rural schools which are 
located on roads where the national speed limit applies and obviously considering 
the safety of introducing such measures. I intend to make an announcement on 
plans for the next tranche in the coming weeks. 

 

I hope you find this helpful. 
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Is mise le meas, 

 

 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure



From:  The Minister       Level 9 
Causeway Exchange 
1-7 Bedford Street
Belfast
BT2 7EG

Telephone: 028 9082 3460 
e-mail:  private.office@communities-ni.gov.uk
Our ref: CORR-0253-2025
Date:     13 June 2025

Councillor Frances Burton 

Chair 

Mid Ulster District Council 

Via email: chair@midulstercouncil.org 

Dear Cllr Burton, 

WELFARE CHANGES: THE PATHWAYS TO WORK: REFORMING BENEFITS AND 

SUPPORT TO GET BRITAIN WORKING GREEN PAPER 

I refer to Cllr Wesley Brown’s letter dated 1 April 2025, detailing Mid Ulster District 

Council’s concerns regarding the UK Government’s recently published ‘Pathways to 

Work: Reforming Benefits and Support to Get Britain Working’ Green Paper.  

I acknowledge the Council’s concern about the changes and the uncertainty created by 

the UK Government proposals. I have made clear my strong opposition to the proposed 

welfare cuts, and I have raised my concerns directly with the Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland and Labour Government Ministers.   

I am committed to the delivery of a welfare system that protects those who need it most; 

encourages employment for those who can work; promotes the skills and advancement 

of people in employment; and that supports people who can’t work.   
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My officials continue to work closely with the Department for Work and Pensions to 

understand the full impacts and implications for Northern Ireland.  

DWP will be holding a consultation event in Northern Ireland on the afternoon of 16 

June in Belfast. The details are available on the Department for Work and Pensions 

website (https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/pathways-to-work-reforming-

benefits-and-support-to-get-britain-working-green-paper)  Places at this event will be 

limited, but of course you can also submit your views online/in writing/by email. I would 

encourage you to engage with the consultation process. It is important that key 

stakeholders bring their views to the table and make Northern Ireland’s voice heard. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gordon Lyons MLA 
Minister for Communities 

Cc Cllr Wesley Brown wesley.brown@midulstercouncil.org 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/pathways-to-work-reforming-benefits-and-support-to-get-britain-working-green-paper
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From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 

Councillor Eugene McConnell 

Eileen.Forde@midulstercouncil.org 

Private Office, 3rd Floor, 
James House, Gasworks Site, 
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,  
Belfast, BT7 2JA 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 

Your reference:  
Our reference: COR-0367-2025 

29 May 2025 

Eugene, a chara, 

COMMUNICATION & STAFFING ISSUES 

Thank you for your letter dated 30 April 2025, on behalf of your council, 
regarding communication delays and staff vacancies in my Department within 
the Mid Ulster Council area.   

Filling vacancies within my Department has been challenging for a number of 
years as underfunding and austerity by the British Government and external 
workforce pressures influence our ability to recruit staff.  However, while there 
may be some variation across individual units, I can confirm that the vacancy 
rates in DfI Roads sections responsible for Mid Ulster are comparable with those 
in Western Division and the wider Department as a whole. 

I accept that the current vacancy rates can affect my Departments ability to meet 
the response targets detailed in our customer charter.  To address this, my 
Department has undertaken several initiatives to improve the recruitment and 
retention of staff, including. 

• a bespoke Skills Academy to recruit specialist staff on the Civil
Engineering career path,

• a well-publicised Graduate and Apprentice programmes,

• opening all recruitment/promotion competitions to external applicants,

• establishing a People Sub-Committee to ensure that our people strategies
are effectively executed,

• recently launching the DfI People Strategy which aims to empower staff,
strengthen organisational culture, and build the capacity and capability
needed to deliver on strategic priorities which in turn will make DfI an
attractive place to work and facilitate the retention of staff.

I am conscious that the measures highlighted above may take time to fully 
address the long-term staffing pressures that my Department faces.  In the 
interim, officials will continue to respond as quickly as resources allow to 
requests from elected representatives and the general public in the Mid Ulster 
area. 
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I trust this information is useful. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

LIZ KIMMINS MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

info@fermanaghomagh.com 

facebook.com/fermanaghomagh 

@fermanaghomagh 

Townhall, 2 Townhall Street,  

Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh,  

BT74 7BA 

 

The Grange, Mountjoy Road,  

Omagh, Co. Tyrone,  

BT79 7BL 

 

 

Text Ph.   028 8225 6216  

                 0300 303 1777 

 

 

www.fermanaghomagh.com 

 

 

 
Our Ref: Council/June 2025/13.2 

Date:    13 June 2025   

Email: fiona.dillon@fermanaghomagh.com 

 
Mr Adrian McCreesh 
Chief Executive  
Mid Ulster District Council 
Ballyronan Road 
MAGHERAFELT 
BT45 6EN 
 

Dear Mr McCreesh,     
 

Re: Motion – Rural Parliaments 
 
At the Council meeting held on 3 June 2025, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council adopted 
the following Motion: 
 

Rural Parliaments are an instrument for raising rural issues and bringing 
about positive change for communities and individuals. 
 
As such, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council: 
 

• recognises the value of Rural Parliaments already employed in several 
European countries, including Scotland 

 

• notes the comprehensive report 'Rural Parliaments in Europe' 
commissioned by the Scottish government in 2012 

 

• will contact the Executive Office and the other 10 Councils in this region, 
to lobby for the creation of a Rural Parliament similar to the current 
Scottish model, but also considering best practices from other European 
models 

 

• requests the Executive and all Councils in the North of Ireland, to co-
finance a Rural Parliament in the north of Ireland and to work with the 
Irish government to form links across the island to establish an All-Island 
Rural Parliament 

 

• this Council should endeavour to host the inaugural Rural Parliament in 
the north when it is established. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Alison McCullagh 
Chief Executive 

Alison McCullagh 

Chief Executive 
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info@fermanaghomagh.com 

facebook.com/fermanaghomagh 

@fermanaghomagh 

Townhall, 2 Townhall Street,  

Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh,  

BT74 7BA 

 

The Grange, Mountjoy Road,  

Omagh, Co. Tyrone,  

BT79 7BL 

 

 

Text Ph.   028 8225 6216  

                 0300 303 1777 

 

 

www.fermanaghomagh.com 

 

 

 
 

Our Ref: Council/May 2025/20.2 (ii)  

Date:    28 May 2025   

Email: fiona.dillon@fermanaghomagh.com 

 
Councillor Wesley Brown  
Deputy Chair       
Mid Ulster District Council     
Dungannon Office, Circular Road 
Dungannon 
BT71 6DT 
 
Dear Councillor Brown, 
 
Re: Motion – NI Road Traffic Law 
 
At the Council meeting held on 9 May 2025, Members noted your correspondence dated 1 

April 2025, and asked that I write to you to confirm Fermanagh and Omagh District Council’s 
support for your motion on NI Road Traffic Law – Child Safety. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Alison McCullagh 
Chief Executive 

Alison McCullagh 

Chief Executive 
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