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Ref: Piloting the use of Body-worn Camera Devices within the Emergency

Department

To whom it may concern:

Mid Ulster District Council would like to take this opportunity to put forward its views
in relation to the Trust’s proposals to pilot the use of Body-worn Camera Devices

within the Emergency Department.

The Council is appalled at the levels of violence and aggression documented in the
consultation document. These figures are especially startling during a time when
healthcare workers are under immense pressure and are experiencing a high level of
demand for their services. Having considered this proposal in the context of the
documented incidents of violence and aggression Mid Ulster District Council is
broadly supportive of the proposal — in principle — for a pilot to take place to
introduce Body Worn Devices as one way of addressing the current levels of
violence and aggression towards staff, patients and visitors. Also, given that the level

of violent incidents contained in the consultation documentation, are not contained to



the NHSCT area, the Council would like to seek clarity on whether or not a pilot will
also be held in the SHSCT.

However, Mid Ulster District Council would encourage extensive staff consultation
and consultation with the relevant Trade Unions, in order to ensure that the majority
of Trust staff are in favour of this proposed introduction and that they would be

reassured by introducing and usage of Body Worn Devices.

It is the opinion of Mid Ulster District Council that the mental and physical health and
wellbeing of all health care staff should be of paramount importance to their
employers. Therefore, Mid Ulster District Council is supportive of this proposal — in
principle should Trust staff members feel it is necessary to maintain their mental and

physical health and wellbeing.

Yours sincerely

Eugene McConnell

Chair of Mid Ulster District Council



