Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 22 May
2025 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means

Chair Councillor McConnell (Chair)

Members Present Councillors Bell, J Buchanan, W Buchanan, F Burton, J
Burton, Cahoon, Carney*, Clarke*, Corry, Forde, Gildernew,
Graham, Groogan, Kelly, Kerr, Martin, McAleer, McElvogue,
McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McLernon, McNamee, D
McPeake, S McPeake, McQuade*, Milne*, Molloy, Monteith,
Mullin*, Quinn, Robinson, Totten*, Varsani and Wilson

Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive

Attendance Ms Campbell, Strategic Director Environment (SD: Env)
Mrs Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational
Development Strategy and Performance (SD: ODSP)
Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement
(HoSSE)
Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational
Development Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP)
Mr Brown, ICT
Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance

** Denotes Officers present by remote means

*** Denotes Others present by remote means

The meeting commenced at 7 pm.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and those
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.

C091/25 Notice of Recording

Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site.

C092/25 Apologies

Councillors Black, Brown and Johnston
Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD:C&P)

C093/25 Declarations of Interest

The Chair, Councillor McConnell reminded Members of their responsibility regarding
declarations of interest.
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Councillor Robinson declared an interest in agenda item 17 — in relation to the
ASWTC

C094/25 Chair’s Business

The Chair Councillor McConnell in his opening remarks said, “It's hard to believe that
this will be my last full Council meeting. Just a few things to mention this evening. |
wanted to draw your attention to the work just started on the Cookstown Place
Shaping Plan — it will provide the opportunity for those who live, work, invest and visit
Cookstown to be involved in developing a plan which will strive to ensure Cookstown
remains vibrant over the next fifteen years. Partnership working with key
stakeholders will be vital in identifying key initiatives for the final Plan. | encourage all
those with an interest in Cookstown to become involved and attend future
workshops. There is an online survey that can be found on the Council’s website and
on social media so it's a great opportunity for everyone to have their say.

Speaking of Cookstown, | want to congratulate all the staff and those involved in
making sure that the Cookstown Continental Market was delivered so successfully a
few weekends ago. The sun shone, the music and entertainment were great and the
atmosphere wonderful. | know the Council’s events team will be looking forward to
the next event this weekend, the Coalisland Summer Bash, though it remains to be
seen whether the weather will be just as nice.

Before | finish, it would be remiss of me not to mention the amazing achievement of
Dungannon Swifts. Their historic win of the Clearer Water Irish Cup is such an
important achievement for not only the club, but for Dungannon as a whole, their
success has lifted spirits and created immense pride in our town. Of course, the club
were already on to a winner with the support of the wonderful Philomena Begley —
they couldn’t fail with that soundtrack. We wish them every continued success in
their forthcoming European Conference League endeavours. That concludes my
remarks for this evening so on to business.”

The Chair, Councillor McConnell said he would send letters of congratulations to the
persons/groups on achievements brought to his attention as follows Councillor
Wilson - Dungannon Swifts Chair's Reception and also Cookstown Hockey Club
winning Premier League; Councillor Kerr, Naomh Colm Cille Hurlers; Councillor
McFlynn Johnathon Anderson Dior Designer and Johann Muldoon Women in
Business Award; Councillor S McPeake - Derry Hurlers Christy Ring Cup Final; and
Councillor McNamee Cookstown Boxing clubs Tom Coyle who won Championship.
He concluded by thanking Members for bringing the aforementioned achievements
to his attention.

Matters for Decision

C095/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Council Meeting held on 25 April 2025

Councillor Molloy said he wished to raise a point of accuracy and drew attention to

page 18 of the council minutes of meeting held on April 24 April 2025 when
Councillor McLean followed by Councillor Wilson had spoken on matters concerning
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the recent Easter commemorations. Having reflected on the comments made he
said he was disappointed, bemused and dismayed. He said he was bemused as he
personally had always attended Easter commemorations and had done so last year
when he held the position of Chair of Council, and it had been on social media. He
said he was bemused that in 11 years there had not been a peep of objection until
last month. Councillor Molloy said that the comments and inaccurate reporting
showed disrespect to Irish Republicans, that the Easter Rising Commemorations
was led by the Irish state and that Remembrance of any nature should be a
respectful process. The Councillor reminded the meeting that he was on record for
condemning disrespectful vandalism to war memorials. He said that the loyalist
community can remember their dead and that Irish Republicans should be afforded
the same opportunity to honour their dead. He concluded that the comments did not
relate to attendance at events but that the tail was wagging the dog and there was a
traditional unionist voice snapping in the background.

Councillor McLernon drew attention to C072/25 in relation to Woodlawn House and
sought an update.

In response the AD: Organisational Development Strategy and Performance said
Council had contacted staff at Woodlawn House and their employers Southern
Health & Social Care Trust and are awaiting response.

Councillor McElvogue drew attention to C080/25 in relation to Northway Mushrooms
and said he had requested costs incurred to date but had received no update. He
stated that people are suffering daily.

In response the Chief Executive said that if Councillor McElvogue was referring to
costs incurred by Council he would follow up on the request post meeting.

Councillor Kerr stated he had submitted an item under Chair’s business within the
designated time frame of 72 hours but had not been afforded the opportunity to
speak on the matter.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell apologised.

Councillor Kerr drew attention to C072/25 and acknowledged the response received
to Councils letter dated 7 May 2025. He said he was not content with the response
and proposed that Council seek a meeting with the Education Authority to discuss
school places.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred.

Resolved That Council seek meeting with the Education Authority to discuss loss
of funding in relation to pre-school places.

Councillor McLean drew attention to Councillor Molloy’s comments regarding an
inaccuracy in the minutes and said the Councillor had not raised an inaccuracy that
the minute had been accurate and the point he had made was that the Chair of the
Council is supposed to be impartial and that is the clarity.
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Councillor Kerr spoke of poor phone signals in his Torrent DEA particularly in Killen
and Carland and proposed that Council host a meeting with major telephone
networks to see what can be done to resolve the situation.

The Chief Executive said that if the Member was content a meeting could be
organised with all Members to discuss issues across the district.

Councillor Kerr stated he was content.

Proposed by Councillor Kerr
Seconded by Councillor McElvogue and

Resolved That Council to seek meeting with major Telephone networks to
discuss black spots in Mid Ulster

Councillor S McPeake said that the matter should be considered through the Broad
Band Working Group as there is a plethora of issues similar to that raised.

Proposed by Councillor Molloy
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 25 April 2025
(C069/25 — C082/25 and C090/25) transacted in Open Business having
been printed and circulated were considered and adopted.

Declaration of Interest

Councillor J Burton declared an interest in LA09/2024/1103/0 - Renewal of outline
permission LA09/2021/1131/0 (revised land ownership certificate) to the rear of 5
Ballynorthland Demesne, Moy Road, Dungannon for Mr Keith Burgess

C096/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 6 May 2025

Proposed by Councillor Robinson
Seconded by Councillor Graham and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 6 May
2025 (P052/25 — P059/25 and P064/25) transacted in Open Business
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted.

C097/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 8
May 2025

Councillor Gildernew requested an amendment to Minute PR091/25 Update Report

on Constitutional Change on page 6 whereby in first paragraph the word weeks
should be amended to months.
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Councillor McLean drew attention to PR97/25 Update Report on Constitutional
Change and asked that it be put on record that the DUP object to the matter.

Proposed by Councillor Gildernew
Seconded by Councillor Corry and

Resolved That, subject to the foregoing the Minutes of the Policy & Resources
Committee held on Thursday 8 May 2025 (PR082/25 — PR094/25 and
PR102/25) transacted in Open Business having been printed and
circulated were considered and adopted.

C098/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 13 May
2025

Councillor Kerr drew attention to comments made at E097/25 in relation to
Department for Infrastructure response times, and said that he supported the
comments made and highlighted that the adoption of roads in Coalisland had been
impacted and he would like the meeting as soon as possible as other projects may
be delayed as a result.

Proposed by Councillor McAleer
Seconded by Councillor McNamee and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 13
May 2025 (E094/25 —E108/25 and E115/25) transacted in Open
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and
adopted.

C099/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open
Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 15 May
April 2025

Councillor Monteith drew attention to D080/25 Development Report — Cappagh
Regeneration Report. He highlighted that Altmore Forest is still blocked by branches
following recent storms and requested that Council put pressure on Forest Service to
have the area cleared.

Councillor F Burton drew attention to D078/25 in relation to comments about Council
posting on social media outlets comments as to the careful disposal of litter,
cigarettes and barbeques in the countryside and forest areas. She sought
assurance that this would be carried out.

Proposed by Councillor McLernon
Seconded by Councillor Corry and

Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Thursday 15
May 2025 (D075/25 — D090/25 and D096/25) transacted in Open
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Business having been printed and circulated were considered and
adopted.

C100/25 Conferences, Seminars and Training

The HoSS&E sought approval for the previously circulated report on conferences,
seminars and training as outlined in Appendix A and B of the report.

Proposed by Councillor McNamee
Seconded by Councillor Molloy and

Resolved That approval be given to submitted requests for conferences,
seminars and training as outlined at Appendix A and B to the report.

C101/25 Peace Plus Programme: Delegated Authority Request

The Chief Executive sought approval for delegated authority from Council to allow
Development Committee to deal with (i) PEACEPLUS letter of offer from the SEUPB
and (ii) PEACEPLUS tender recommendations at their June meeting. Delegated
authority is required due to time pressures relating to the tender validity period.

Proposed by Councillor S McPeake
Seconded by Councillor Wilson and

Resolved To approve delegated authority to the June Development Committee in
respect of the following matters:

(i) To consider and agree decision relating to the PeacePlus Letter of
Offer for the Mid Ulster Local Authority Action Plan;

(i) To consider and agree decision relating to the 8 PeacePlus
tenders

Matters for Information
C102/25 Correspondence
Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council.

Councillor Quinn referred to items of correspondence received from Newry Mourne
and Down District Council and Department of Education relating to the recent motion
carried by Council regarding safety of school buses. He welcomed the support for
the motion and spoke of the Minister’s signage launch which highlights the dangers
in passing school buses. He said whilst laws won’t change overnight positive steps
were being taken and there was good momentum with all parties working together.

Councillor Quinn referred to the response received from Department of Communities
regarding the motion carried by Council highlighting the longstanding imbalances of
distribution arts funding with 71% being allocated to the Belfast area. He said the
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response acknowledged the motion, recognises rural needs but there was no actual
commitment to change the system. Highlighting that the motion called for action and
fairness he said that the new policy may be promising but doesn’t address the
immediate issues and imbalances. Councillor Quinn concluded that local groups
and individuals had made great progress in the arts, but fair and equitable
distribution of arts funding was required and not just to those within the Belfast post
code.

Councillor Monteith referred to the response from the Northern Ireland Housing
Executive regarding the allocation of housing to sex offenders. He said the response
outlined broad parameters, but the issue was that clarity was being sought on what
was deemed suitable and what was not. He mentioned rule 64 and said there are
well documented cases of sex offenders housed in blocks of flats next to families
thus to physically separate was not the reality. Councillor Monteith highlighted that
there was no reference to locality so sex offenders could be allocated housing
beside schools, sports clubs and proposed that Council seek a meeting with NIHE
local representatives to discuss the criteria and areas considered appropriate for
allocation of housing to sex offenders.

Proposed by Councillor Monteith
Seconded by Councillor Kerr

Resolved That Council seek a meeting with NIHE Regional Office to discuss what
areas in Mid Ulster District Council area are deemed suitable to
housing those individuals who are on the sex offenders register. (All
Members)

Declaration of Interest

Councillor Varsani declared an interest as a member of the Board of the Northern
Ireland Housing Executive.

Councillor Varsani said she had spent a long time in education and said she would
urge both families and the public not to focus on where housing is allocated but the
place where the real danger exists and that is more often in a child’s own home. She
said to focus on housing may remove the reality as it is statistically known that
children are in danger more often in their own home from either relatives or friends
than from strangers.

Councillor Varsani thanked the British Government for their response on to the
response received from the British Government regarding the situation in Palestine,
Gaza and the West Bank. She said the response did refer to some of the concerns
raised and welcomed that things had moved on and that they were now looking at a
trade agreement whilst it was long overdue and at least there was movement. Both
court systems in the UK and The Hague should make accommodation for actions to
be addressed as some supplied literally millions of bullets to be used.

C103/25 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council
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Members noted update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council.

C104/25 Rural Needs Update and Annual Progress Return to DEARA
for 2024/25

Members noted update on the Council’s implementation of the Rural Needs Act NI
(2016) and to set out Mid Ulster District Council’s Annual Progress Report to DAERA
in relation to the period 2024-25.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell said the case detailed in the report had been a very
important victory.

C105/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Quinn to move —
Councillor Quinn proposed the motion.

“This Council supports the extension of voting rights in Irish Presidential elections to
all Irish citizens living on the island of Ireland, including those in the North. We
believe that all citizens should have a say in choosing their President, regardless of
where they live on the island. In 2013, Ireland's Constitutional Convention
recommended this reform, and a referendum was scheduled for 2019. That
referendum was later postponed and has yet to be rescheduled. This Council will
write to the Taoiseach and the Irish Government, calling for it to honour its previous
commitment to holding a referendum on this important democratic issue.

Councillor McFlynn seconded the motion.

Councillor Quinn speaking on the motion said, Chair, tonight | bring forward a motion
that we’ve discussed before a motion that another Torrent councillor once brought to
this chamber but a motion that, despite promises, has still not been fulfilled. It's
rooted in a simple idea: that Irish citizens in the North should have the same
democratic rights as those living anywhere else on this island. This was actually the
first political campaign | ever got involved in when | joined the SDLP in 2007. And
nearly two decades on, we are still waiting for something that should have been
delivered long ago, the right to vote for our President.

We are Irish citizens. That’s not up for debate it's recognised in both the Constitution
and the Good Friday Agreement. Yet when it comes to choosing our Head of State,
we’re locked out of the process. Now | recognise not everyone in this chamber may
identify as an Irish citizen. But many of us do. And to us, the President of Ireland is
our Head of State a figure who represents our identity, our citizenship, and our
values on the global stage. Let’s look at the reality: Mary McAleese, born in Belfast
became President, but couldn’t vote for herself. Mary Robinson visited Coalisland
during her presidency, standing with our community. The late Austin Currie, born
just a stone’s throw from this building ran for President, and couldn’t cast a vote.
Martin McGuinness, an MP for Mid Ulster ran for President and also couldn’t vote for
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himself. And of course, Michael D. Higgins recently visited the Seamus Heaney
Centre representing all Irish citizens yet elected by only some.

These are not fringe cases these are people who helped shape Irish political life.
They were qualified to lead the nation but not allowed to take part in choosing who
leads it. This motion isn’t about changing the Constitution or making any legal leap
it's about the Irish Government following through on a promise made in 2013 when
the Constitutional Convention recommended a referendum. That referendum was
scheduled for 2019. It was postponed. It hasn’t been rescheduled. And it hasn’t been
forgotten by those of us still waiting.

Let’s also be clear: over 100 countries across the world give their citizens a vote in
presidential elections, even when they’re living abroad never mind just a few miles
across a border on the same island. We’ve heard all the excuses: It's complicated.
It's sensitive. It's not the right time. But none of those excuses hold up anymore.
This is about democratic inclusion. This is about recognising citizenship with the
dignity it deserves.

So tonight, I'm asking this Council to stand in support of a very basic right: That Irish
citizens living on this island no matter the county should have a voice in choosing our
President. It's time to close the gap. It's time to honour our rights. It’s time for One
Island, One Vote.”

Councillor McLernon proposed an amendment, to add after the second sentence,
Notes that Irish citizens living in the north can stand for, and be elected as, President
of Ireland but cannot vote in presidential elections.”

Councillor Corry seconded the amendment.

Speaking on the amendment, Councillor McLernon said, “| propose to add this
amendment to the motion tonight, to furthermore demonstrate how ludicrous the
situation is, that as an Irish Citizen, who lives on the island of Ireland, can stand as a
candidate in the Presidential Election but cannot in fact vote in it.

Sinn Féin has been campaigning on this issue for over 20 years. We currently have
a bill going through the Oireachtas, which is now at committee stage. Last month my
party in the Assembly tabled a motion calling for presidential voting rights to be
extended to Irish citizens in the north, which successfully passed. | speak here
tonight in support of this motion — and | ask everyone here tonight to do likewise
regardless of our different political outlook. Rights are not exclusive and increasing
rights for one group does not mean that anybody else has less access to rights.
Even if it is something that you do not feel that you are going to have any interest in
and you do not feel that you will ever want to vote in an Irish presidential election,
allowing others to do so does not affect you negatively. You never know at some
point, you might see a candidate that changes your mind, gives you an interest and
makes you want to get involved.

It is now time that the Irish Government resolve this democratic deficit and set the
date for a referendum on allowing Irish citizens here to vote in a presidential election.
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The Good Friday Agreement set a very clear formalised arrangement whereby, in
the North of Ireland, you can be Irish, British, both or neither. All those options are
open to all of us, and they are all totally acceptable.

| am an Irish citizen living on the island of Ireland, and | would like to vote for the Irish
President — a right that was formalised in the Good Friday Agreement. Twenty
seven years later, Irish Citizens here in the north do not have the same rights as
those who live across the border. In 2013 the Constitutional Convention in Dublin
voted overwhelmingly indeed by a margin of 78%, in support of extending the
franchise to Irish citizens living in the north and abroad. In 2017 the Irish
government agreed to a referendum to amend Article 12 of the Irish Constitution to
meet its obligation, but no progress has been made on that commitment. Notably the
programme for government of 2020 contained a pledge to extend presidential voting
rights to Irish citizens in the north and beyond. Yet nothing has been done.

So here we are in 2025, with a Presidential election on the horizon and despite years
of promises and commitments from Dublin governments, we are no further forward.
Irish citizens in the north of Ireland are still marginalised from participation in the
democratic process to elect the Irish head of state. lIrish citizens living in the north of
Ireland should have the right to have a say in the future role & influence of the Irish
presidency. Our rights as full Irish citizens are fully guaranteed in the Good Friday
Agreement and in the Irish Constitution. But these rights are not being engaged.
This unacceptable democratic deficit should end. This Irish government must act
now. There is no excuse for continued evasiveness or delay. The rights of Irish
citizens in the north to vote in the next Irish Presidential election must be progressed
and delivered. | hope tonight that this council will endorse this call with one voice,
based on mutual respect & parity of esteem with all of us who share the Irish national
identity in the north of Ireland.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell asked if Councillor Quinn accepted the
amendment.

Councillor Quinn responded yes.

Councillor Wilson said that the motion was more political than most, but it was his
belief that the motion had nothing to do with Northern Ireland, and it was a matter for
the Irish Government and the UUP would not support it.

Councillor McLean said, “Whilst we respect the right of those in the Irish Republic to
elect their own President, the DUP firmly opposes the extension of such voting rights
to residents of Northern Ireland. Such a step would undermine Northern Ireland’s
constitutional status within the United Kingdom. Let us be very clear about this, the
Irish President has absolutely no constitutional role or authority in Northern Ireland,
which remains firmly and democratically part of the United Kingdom. The Belfast
Agreement enshrines the consent principle that Northern Ireland remains part of the
UK unless and until a majority votes otherwise. As unionists, we are opposed to any
arrangements that countenance a creeping of territory by the Irish state into UK
sovereign affairs. It remains the case that extension of such a vote implies a dual
political identity and dual allegiance, when it is neither sought nor claimed. It would
further be absurd for any country to enter arrangements that allow those with no
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practical connection to the Irish Republic to effectively determine the outcome of an
election despite not having to bear the consequences of that decisions themselves.

Ultimately, everyone in Northern Ireland should be free to express their national and
cultural identities. Every tradition should be respected but within a constitutional
framework that clearly upholds Northern Ireland’s place in the United Kingdom.”

Councillor Monteith said he broadly supported the motion, and the matter had been
raised before. He said he did not wish to nitpick, but the distinction needed to be
made that if the motion goes forward it will only pertain to Irish passport holders, but
many Irish citizens did not hold a passport. He said this should not be the case in
the North, the distinction needed to be clear, and he had no faith that the Southern
administration would deliver. Councillor Monteith said that his aspirations of the six
counties is to not only vote for a president but also for the Irish government. He
concluded one Ireland one vote.

Councillor Kerr said he broadly supported the motion and said that people are
denied the vote due to partitioning, it was a denial of democracy and other countries
allowed their citizens a vote. He concurred with Councillor Monteith’s comments and
said it should be a 32-county referendum, and he looked forward to the day when the
six counties would be free from an alien government.

Councillor McAleer referred to a point made by Councillor McLean regarding a
breach of UK sovereignty and highlighted that Polish Citizens voted for a Polish
President in Belfast in 2010, thus his comments are somewhat absurd.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell put the motion to vote

FOR 26
AGAINST 11

The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the motion carried.

Councillor Quinn thanked all who voted on the motion stating the outcome of the
vote was predictable. He said he had listened to Councillor McLean’s comments
and said that thousands had voted in the USA elections. Councillor Quinn
concluded that he looked forward to the day he could vote for an Irish President and
it was time for the Dublin government to do the right thing and give people in the
North the vote.

C106/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Clarke to move —

Councillor Clarke speaking on the motion said: That this Council notes the
importance of farmers and rural dwellers to our society; Recognises that farmers,
agricultural workers and people living in rural communities can have lower access to
cancer services due to the nature of their work and often living in isolated areas. We
also recognise the impact that a cancer diagnosis can have on a family business
such as a family farm, including housing, the extended family, and the welfare of
livestock; Endorses the "Nip It In The Bud" campaign delivered by the Farming
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Community Network in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support and
acknowledges the benefits to the rural community. Pledges to do all we can, to raise
awareness and save lives, particularly using our social media platforms, to help
rural dwellers in this Council area be aware of the symptoms of cancer and to seek
immediate medical advice, if necessary, as evidence demonstrates that early
diagnosis and treatment can save lives.

Councillors Kerr, Bell and Quinn left the meeting.
Councillor Kelly seconded the motion

Councillor Clarke said, “Research indicates that people living in rural communities
often present with more advanced cancer when they are diagnosed and are 5% less
likely to survive than those living in an urban environment.

Approximately 36% of Northern Ireland’s population lives in a rural area, and this can
create unique challenges for accessing services and support. Farmers and people
living in rural communities are being urged to ‘Nip it in the Bud’ and be aware of
symptoms and if necessary, get checked for early signs of cancer - as part of a new
campaign by The Farming Community Network (FCN). The evidence in the North of
Ireland is anecdotal; however, there is a firm belief amongst clinicians who are
increasingly concerned, that farmers in particular are hesitant to contact their doctor
until the late development of the disease the outcome of which is then generally less
than positive.

Farmers, farm workers and people living in rural communities can have lower access
to cancer services and support due to the nature of their work and rural life, often in
isolated areas; with migrant workers facing additional barriers when accessing
cancer care. Farmers when asked would highlight difficulties in accessing their GP
services and other farming challenges as the main barriers. The Minister of Health
recognise inequalities in diagnosis and treatment and has included addressing the
imbalances as a priority. Research has been commissioned with the NI Cancer
Registry to identify the barriers and constraints. Early diagnosis saves lives
therefore it is essential that we encourage farmers who face many challenges and
stressful situations to put their health first and your influence and support would
serve to help us achieve this objective which will undoubtedly save lives. A prime
example is that of bowel cancer which if diagnosed at stage 1 there is a 98% of
survival in comparison to stage 4 which reduces to an 8% chance of survival.

To address this issue and save lives, The Farming Community Network (FCN) is
working in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support to raise awareness of cancer
risks, signs and symptoms, and to encourage early detection in farming and rural
communities through delivery of our ‘Nip it in the Bud’ campaign. The ‘Nip it in the
Bud’ campaign provides a range of useful resources for agri-businesses, colleges,
community groups, businesses, employers and others to download or circulate some
focused on specific cancers that farmers in particular can be more at-risk of
developing, such as skin cancer, prostate cancer or lung cancer. It is commonly
known that farmers don’t visit their GP promptly, often presenting at much later
stages of disease. This paired with barriers unique to rural communities, such as
service provision, transport, travel time and costs etc. can have a significant impact
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on farms, farming families and rural communities. This impact is further felt for our
migrant workers in our rural communities, who often face complex cancer treatment
and information, in their second language.

The campaign is scheduled to continue for another year. The team in the North is
headed up by Caitriona Crawford who is a qualified radiographer supported by
George Doherty who has life experience of cancer having been diagnosed with
bowel cancer on three separate occasions. | formally propose the motion.”

Councillor Kelly thanked Councillor Clarke from bringing the motion and said he
understood only too well the pressure farmers are under. He said as a farmer he
knew that many prioritise the farm over health, please do not ignore any indication
that health is not good, get yourself sorted as we all know the earlier cancer is
caught the better the outcome.

Councillor Robinson said he was happy to support the motion and said, Farming is a
challenging sector for everyone engaged in it and the nature of the work brings
challenges. Farmers work long hours in tough conditions, and we know that many
will prioritise work over their own health. The sooner people can access cancer
information, advice and support, the sooner they can start their journey to recovery
and remission. This campaign will help with early intervention and support those
living with cancer in our rural community. The partnership approach between
Macmillan and the Farming community Network will help reach people. Itis
important that we support his campaign and encourage greater awareness for those
facing cancer. The DUP support the motion.

Councillor J Burton added his support to the motion and also highlighted the work of
the family health check van.

Councillor McFlynn said the SDLP would support the motion and acknowledge the
work of farmers who were the backbone of the community. She spoke of the
challenges faced by rural areas, both emotionally and practically and said that the
campaign was both practical and compassionate.

Councillor Graham said that the UUP supported the motion and thanked Councillor
Clarke for bringing it forward. She concurred farmers were the backbone of the
community and do not have the same access as urban dwellers and she was happy
to support the motion.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell said as all were in favour of the motion, he declared
it carried.

C107/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Burton to move —

Councillor Burton proposed the motion

This Council supports the ASWTC but notes with serious concern the ongoing issues

surrounding the vesting Page 2 of 190 process for the ASWTC. In particular, the
Council recognises the hardship and distress caused to people whose property has
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been vested but who, more than five months later, have not received any
compensation. This situation is manifestly unfair. The failure to provide timely
compensation following the compulsory acquisition of their property and is a breach
of natural justice and places unnecessary financial and emotional strain on
individuals,families, and businesses.

Therefore, this Council:

(i) Will write to the Finance Minister about the failure to compensate those
affected by the A5 vesting process in a timely manner;

(ii) Calls on the DAERA, Finance and Infrastructure Ministers to urgently ensure
that all property owners are compensated in a timely manner;

(iii) Requests that the Minister for Finance provide a detailed update to the
Council on the expected timeline for full compensation to be delivered;

(iv) Agrees to write to the relevant Committee in the Northern Ireland Assembly,
seeking their intervention and oversight on this matter.

(v) Asks the DAERA and Infrastructure Ministers to ensure that where buildings
are removed by vesting, business owners are provided with a replacement
which ensures their business is no worse off.

This Council stands in solidarity with those impacted and reaffirms its commitment to
supporting constituents whose rights and livelihoods are being impacted by this
flawed process.

Councillor W Buchanan seconded the motion.

Councillor F Burton speaking on the motion said, “Before | speak to the substance of
this motion, | want to begin by acknowledging and remembering all those who
tragically lost their lives on the A5. | know it dates back over many years and from all
sides of this chamber. | think of my former colleague in Clogher Valley Clir Wills
Robinson, who lost his eldest brother on the A5 in January 1972. The pain and loss
felt by their families, friends, and the wider community is immeasurable and
enduring. We must never forget the devastating impact of road fatalities, and that
must always guide our work in improving road safety. We recognise the need for
safer roads and improved infrastructure. However, we must also be honest about
the serious issues that have emerged as part of the process of delivering this project.

Today, | speak on behalf of those whose land has been vested, taken under
compulsory purchase, but who, more than five months later, have not received a
single penny in compensation. And it is causing real, measurable financial and
emotional harm to families and businesses across our district. Many of the families
affected are from farming communities that have lived and worked on their land for
generations. These are not just fields or plots on a map. To have that land taken in a
cold business fashion is not how we in this part of the world treat each other. There
has been very little respect. There has been no compensation, and no respect for
the lifetime of work that has gone into the land over the years. Itis a trauma that is
hard to put into words. Many more live under daily mental strain, not knowing what
the future holds.
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In some cases, property has been fenced off, bulldozed, or cleared, removing trees
and hedgerows, while families wait, powerless and voiceless and without any agreed
compensation. And because the land is no longer under their control, they cannot
include it in their single farm payment claims. That’s a double blow. And to add
insult to injury, the compensation being offered, where it has been offered at all, is
woefully out of step with today’s market. Speaking to farmers offered just over
£13,000 per acre for land that should fetch far more in the current market. In
contrast, during the A4 dualling project back in 2010, payments ranged from £11,000
to £28,000 per acre, fifteen years ago. This is not fairness, it is devaluation of
people’s livelihoods.

What's more, there has been no proper support for farm businesses who now need
to rebuild. Neither the Department of Agriculture nor Infrastructure has brought
forward any clear or expedited planning framework to allow these families to recover.
There are serious concerns about how the ammonia strategy and planning policies
will affect the ability to replace vital farm sheds. There is no clarity, no guidance, and
no urgency from DAERA. This entire process has been defined by confusion,
silence, and finger-pointing between Departments. Finance blames Infrastructure.
Infrastructure blames Agriculture. Agriculture stays silent. And the people at the
heart of this, our constituents, suffer the consequences. Council must demand
better. These are not numbers in a spreadsheet. These are families. These are
workers. These are people whose livelihoods are being trampled by a system that
lacks urgency, transparency, and compassion. The principle of the motion is about
the vesting process. The rural communities impacted by this flawed vesting process
deserve our voice, our support, and above all, our action. | urge you to support this
motion.”

Councillor Gildernew thanked the Chair for the opportunity to speak and said, We all
know | have spoken in this Chamber on many occasions regarding the A5 Road. As
we are aware there is a current court case ongoing, and | do not wish to say
anything which may prejudice that process. Too many people have lost their lives on
the A5, and too many families have been devastated, by the impacts of losing loved
ones on the road and by the results of life changing injuries because of the road.

And at this point, | would like to send my condolences to all these families. Every life
lost on the A5 is a tragedy and since the initial announcement of the scheme back in
2007, 57 people have lost their lives. The A5 is rightly described as the most
dangerous road in Ireland and with every day that this project is delayed, we risk
further loss of life and injury.

Minister Kimmins as recently as last Tuesday the 13" of May has confirmed her
commitment to the delivery of the A5 Project and her commitment to getting the road
built at the earliest possible stage. We must see the A5 built to improve safety and
save lives. The A5 will be transformative, and it will address the regional imbalance
of investment in our roads, and it will boost economic growth and business
development as well as increasing accessibility and improved access to health,
social and educational facilities.

The Minister has committed to ensuring all landowners are treated fairly, equally and
with respect and has re-iterated that no landowner should be worse off than they
were prior to the commencement of the scheme, with all impacts mitigated or
compensated for. We welcome this commitment and believe this addresses the
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concern outlined in the motion before us. | would encourage landowners, through
their agents, to engage with the Department for Infrastructure and LPS Officials to
initiate dialogue to determine the value of land and compensation rates. | appreciate
the frustrations of, some, of the people who will be directly impacted by this project,
and it is undeniable that there will be an impact on farmers and people who live
along the route. | urge the Minister and, indeed, all in government to do all that they
can to mitigate the impact on those people. However, there must be no further delay
in moving the project to the construction phase. Indeed, the reality is that
preparatory works have already commenced on lands which have been successfully
vested. | would also like to raise the impact that the current situation has on the
residents of Aughnacloy, in my constituency. The current A5 runs right through the
middle of the village making it almost impossible to cross the road safely, due to the
volume of traffic as well as the width of the road. The longer the delays and the
objections to the new A5 continue, the more risk there is to the people in my
constituency and along the entire length of the current A5.

| would also like to thank the ‘Enough is Enough’ group for their tireless and effective
campaigning over the last number of years. As with any major infrastructure project
it is only right that local people are consulted, and their concerns heard. Every
legitimate concern has been heard, and every effort has been made to address them
over the past 18 years since this project was first announced. The western transport
corridor, including the N2 and the Donegal Ten T roads are too important to this
island and to the families who have lost everything and who still grieve the loss of
their loved ones to be delayed any further.

However, this motion asks for things which are beyond this Council’s legislative
powers and may have the effect of further delaying the commencement of the
construction of the A5 and for these reasons our party will not be supporting this
motion tonight. Go raibh maith agat”

Councillor Wilson said, | would like to acknowledge the death of everyone killed on

this road. We are united in recognising that an A5 upgrade is vital. A road upgrade

can deliver real benefits, particularly given the number of deaths that have occurred
on this road

However, progress does not excuse injustice, and what we are witnessing through
the A5 vesting process is not just inefficient- it is fundamentally unfair. Farm
businesses, and homes have been vested - taken - by the departments. Yet months
later, many of these people have received little to no compensation. Indeed, I'm
reluctant to call it compensation, it is the rightful valuation of their land. I'm informed
that when their land was vested the farmers didn't even have an initial valuation, let
along an agreed price. How would anyone like their business vehicle confiscated by
government, told they'll be paid for it sometime, not knowing what value they would
get for it and the government using it for their own business purposes. Five months
or more without payment. Five months without clarity. Five months with livelihoods
in limbo. That is not a delay, it is a dereliction of duty. At a time when our agriculture
sector is in a realm of uncertainty due to post Brexit trading arrangements, these
farmers have already have enough to be anxious about, without this.

This is not just a matter of money, it is a matter of natural justice. When the state
compulsorily acquires land, it has a legal and moral obligation to ensure
compensation is timely, fair, and sufficient to restore that individual to the position
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they were in before. To fail to do so is to penalise people for the state's own
development. Many of these landowners are not multi-nationals. They are family
farmers, local businesspeople, rural homeowners. The lack of compensation places
unnecessary emotional and financial strain on these individuals, stress that affects
mental health, marriages, and the sustainability of businesses already under
pressure. We are aware that on other road schemes some farmers and landowners
have been waiting approximately six years without receiving payment for their land. |
can totally understand why affected farmers and landowners have taken a legal
challenge to the project.

Let us not forget that in some cases, the vesting process has not just taken land -it
has removed buildings: sheds, milking parlours, storage units, access routes. Under
current conditions especially with DAERA's ammonia related planning backlog many
cannot even get permission to replace what was taken. So, businesses are not just
out of pocket they are no longer operational in the way they once were. Without
functional replacement buildings, many of these business owners are worse off-
materially, financially, and structurally. What does this mean, less capital flowing
back into the local economy, which in turn leads to less spending power by these
farmers when buying from suppliers.

This disruption is not limited to these farmers but instead implicates the wider
agricultural economy, and it is our duty to ensure that these farmers are equitably
represented and treated fairly. The situation is worsened by the planning chaos at
DAERA, particularly on ammonia-sensitive applications. Farmers affected by the A5
project can't even build like for like replacements, because of bureaucratic delays
and environmental modelling backlogs. These are not speculative developments,
they are critical infrastructure for existing, legitimate, long-standing farm businesses.
Add to this the new Nitrates Action Programme requirements, where farmers may
need up to 50% more land to remain compliant, and the picture gets darker. The
same state that is tightening the regulatory screw is also taking land away without
adequate support or adjustment. That's not joined-up government-that's policy
hypocrisy.

The Council's role is to stand up for its ratepayers especially when they are being
trampled by systems larger than themselves. We must send a clear message: that
we stand in solidarity with those impacted, and we reaffirm our belief that no person
should be made worse off by state development. Let us provide an A5 upgrade but
let us do it with fairness. with dignity, and with respect for every farm, home, and
business it touches. If there is no agreement with the farmers and landowners, the
process should be stopped until significant progress is made.”

Councillor Quinn reflecting on comments made by Councillors F Burton and Wilson
said he agreed with many points but the number of deaths on the road deems it the
most dangerous road. He said Council time and again has shown support for the
upgrade of the road but if the motion was to go through the process may well be
delayed. Councillor Quinn concurred with Councillor Wilson’s comments in relation
to injustice to landowners, but the ultimate priority is to get the road finished and the
motion would delay the project. He concluded that he sympathised with the
landowners, but the road had to be the priority.
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Councillor McElvogue supported the sentiment of the motion and said it is terrible
that the road is still only being talked about. He said enough is enough, he could not
support the motion as it may delay the road and concluded saying that the inaction of
London and Stormont in the matter highlights the devastation of partition in the
country.

The Chair, Councillor McConnell put the motion to vote.

For 10
Against 26

The Chair, Councillor McConnell stated that the motion had fallen.

Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the
Local Government Act (NI) 2014. The public withdrew from the meeting at 8.21
pm

Proposed by Councillor McNamee
Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and

Resolved Thatitems C108/25 to C113/25 be taken as confidential business.

Matters for Decision

(i)  Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 24 April 2025
(i)  Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 6 May 2025
(iii) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 8

May 2025

(iv) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 13 May
2025

(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 15 May
2025

(vi) Document for Sealing: Clady Small Settlements Contracts

C114/25 Duration of Meeting
The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 8.27 pm.

Chair

Date
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Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson

Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.

| specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we
move into Confidential Business. | let you know before this happens.

Just some housekeeping before we commence. Can | remind you:-

o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet
connection issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep
raised until observed by an Officer or myself

o Should we need to take a vote this evening | will ask each member to confirm
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please
turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being
referred to

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or
using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda — apologies and
then a roll call of members in attendance.
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