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Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 27 March 2025 
in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means 
 
 
Chair Councillor Brown (Deputy Chair) 

 
Members Present Councillors Bell, Black, J Buchanan, W Buchanan,  

J Burton, Cahoon, Carney*, Clarke, Corry*, Cuthbertson, Forde, 
Gildernew, Graham, Groogan*, Johnston, Kelly, Kerr, Martin, 
McAleer, McElvogue, McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McLernon, 
McNamee, D McPeake, S McPeake, McQuade, Milne, Molloy, 
Monteith, Mullin*, Quinn, Robinson, Totten (7.28pm)*, Varsani 
and Wilson 

 
Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive 
Attendance Mrs Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational  
 Development Strategy and Performance 
 Ms Keys, Marketing and Communications Manager 
 Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement 

(HoSSE) 
 Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational  
 Development Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP) 
 Mr McKeown, ICT 

Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager 
 

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance 

** Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
 
The meeting commenced at 7 pm. 
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.  
 
 
C044/25 Notice of Recording 
 
Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast 
on the Council’s You Tube site. 
 
C045/25 Apologies 
 
Councillors F Burton and McConnell,  
Ms Campbell, Strategic Director Environment (SD: Env) 
Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD:C&P) 
  
 
C046/25 Declarations of Interest 
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The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown reminded Members of their responsibility regarding 
declarations of interest. 
 
C047/25  Chair’s Business 
 
The Deputy Chair in his opening remarks said, “Members, I’d like to start by wishing our 
Chair and officers who are attending tonight’s NILGA Awards success, it’s no mean feat 
that our Council has been nominated as finalists in four of the ten categories at the 
event happening as we speak, and I’m sure that the excitement is building.  The results 
will be in later tonight and we look forward to seeing how we’ve done! 
 
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank all the individuals, groups and organisations who 
have welcomed me to their various milestone celebrations and fundraising events in the 
past month, especially Hunter’s Hope Trauma Recovery, the organisers and 
adjudicators at the Dungannon Music and Drama Gala evening, and all the volunteers 
at the Maghera Big Breakfast held in aid of Cancer Research.  All these individuals 
collectively bring so much to those they work with, spreading positivity and joy, and 
often affecting real change for those in need.  Speaking of those in our community that 
affect change, I was humbled on Tuesday evening to attend the first ever Mid Ulster 
District Council Arts, Culture and Community Awards. Over twelve categories, we 
recognised individuals and groups who are making a real difference and in many ways 
are putting Mid Ulster on the map.  Congratulations to all the winners, and to those 
nominated across all the categories, I certainly didn’t envy the judges on the night for 
their difficult decisions!  I would send a message of thanks to the staff who worked on 
the first Council Arts, Culture and Community Awards.   
 
I would just like to finish by adding my voice to that of the Chair of the P&R Committee, 
Councillor Quinn, and encourage everyone to contribute to the current consultation on 
the Council’s new Performance Improvement Objectives.  We want to deliver the best 
possible services to everyone who uses them, and that’s why the objectives have our 
citizen’s needs at the heart of our service delivery and focus on improving outcomes for 
our residents.  You’ll find all the details on our website.  That concludes my remarks for 
this evening other than to send congratulations to Clogher Valley Rugby Club ladies 
winning Suzanne Fleming Cup and Rainey Endowed Under 14 Hockey Champions 
winning Stevenson Cup in December wished them success in upcoming All Ireland 
Tournament and Moneymore young farmers performance 'Sleep Tight' performed 
Millenium Forum in Londonderry winning the 2025 Arts Festival Gala.” 

Councillor Cuthberston wished Dungannon Swifts all the best for their forthcoming 
match in the Irish Cup.   He then said he was sorry to have to speak on the negative 
topic of Santander Bank which had announced 95 branches across the nation closing 
and that unfortunately for Mid Ulster it included Dungannon and Magherafelt.  He said 
he had received phone calls both from businesses and customers who said this was yet 
another blow to town centres.  He said Council had already had the experience with the 
Bank of Ireland closing and whilst he was aware the decision would not be reversed he 
would propose that council write to Santander to voice its dissatisfaction and also 
encourage them to maintain their ATM machine in same location or another where 
business could deposit or people could draw out highlighting that you can neither 
deposit nor withdraw cash online.  He concluded that the closure is in June and Council 
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should write to request a meeting and encourage some sort of presence in the town 
centre.   

Resolved  That Council write to Santander to seek a meeting to discuss branch 
closures Dungannon & Magherafelt, express disappointment and request 
that ATM machines remain in towns.   

 
Councillor Wilson extended congratulations to Cookstown High School winning the 
Junior Cup for second year in a row; to Boyd Knipe: Minibike Champion both Northern 
Ireland and Southern Ireland; Terry Devlin on first cap for playing for Northern Ireland; 
and to Simone Magill who has been named the new captain of Northern Ireland ladies 
before the Euro 2025 play-off with Croatia.  He spoke of the local Cookstown players 
who had all played in the Northern Ireland team and said the success from the local 
area spoke of the testimony of the local coaches. 

The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown said he would send letters of congratulations. 
 
Resolved  That the Deputy Chair Councillor Brown send letters of congratulations to  

(i) Cookstown High School winning the Junior Cup for second year in a 
row;  

(ii) Boyd Knipe:  Minibike Champion both Northern Ireland and Southern 
Ireland  

(iii) Terry Devlin on first cap for playing for Northern Ireland; and  

(iv) Simone Magill named the new captain of Northern Ireland before the 
Euro 2025 play-off with Croatia.  

 
Councillor Cahoon concurred with Councillor Wilson’s comments and said that there 
was a bright future for sport in Cookstown.  She also asked that congratulations be 
conveyed to Rea Sound on winning Innovation of the Year category at a recent awards 
ceremony hosted by renowned global supplier Kramer AV at the ISE Barcelona 2025 
trade show. 

Resolved That the Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown send a letter of congratulations 
to Rea Sound on winning Innovation of the Year category at a recent 
awards ceremony hosted by renowned global supplier Kramer AV at the 
ISE Barcelona 2025 trade show. 

 
Councillor Gildernew spoke of how on 18 March 2025 she had stood outside the high 
court regarding the judicial review of the A5.  She said since the passing of the road by 
the Department for Infrastructure too many had died and her thoughts were very much 
with the families of those who had lost loved ones.  She said she had learned of yet 
another road traffic accident on the road this evening and her prayers would be that all 
would survive.  Councillor Gildernew said that following on from the successful meeting 
with Minister O’Dowd in August 2024 it had been announced that the Ballygawley to 
Strabane section of the road was to commence.  She said that transforming the A5 
would save lives, create jobs, cut the travel time to Dublin.  She said she was 
committed to the working group to improve connectivity and asked Council to support 
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the projects, and it was her hope that there would be a positive outcome to the judicial 
review and the project could commence.   
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown said that Council would continue to keep a watch 
for the review decision.  
 
Councillor Carney highlighted that it was Endometriosis Awareness month and told of 
the impacts it had and how up to 10% of women in the north endured a daily struggle 
with the condition.  She spoke of a lady who had endured excruciating pain for years 
who had only recently received specialist treatment to alleviate the condition.  
Councillor Carney spoke of the women who for years are undiagnosed and said that all 
should play their part in looking for and promoting better care options and ensuring that 
those who suffer should not do so in silence.  
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown thanked Councillor Carney for raising the issue 
which impacts so many across Northern Ireland and concurred that they should not 
suffer in silence.   
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown, advised that for a short time during meeting a 
photographer would be present capturing photographs of the meeting as part of an 
Induction training programme for staff.  
 
Councillor McLernon said she would like to congratulate Coalisland man Feargal 
McCrory on winning his title fight in Madison Square Gardens in New York on Sunday 
16th March.  She said this is a great achievement, and one that Feargal deserves. She 
said Feargal has dedicated his life and trained tremendously hard in his boxing career 
to get to this stage.  Having started out in the local boxing club in Coalisland, Feargal 
has shown that with hard work, and grit, you can take your talent to the next level.  
Councillor McLernon said the people from Coalisland are hugely proud of Feargal with 
all that he has achieved and will achieve in the future, and she wished him all the best 
in his boxing career. 
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown said he would say the same of all the sports 
people in Mid Ulster and spoke of the many benefits of sport.   
 
Resolved That the Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown send a letter of congratulations to 

Feargal McCrory.  
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown reminded Members that the minutes were 
presented for accuracy and that he would not facilitate discussion on anything else.  
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
C048/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Council Meeting held on 27 February 2025 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson sought an update on the issue raised previously in relation to 
the resumption of the biannual meeting with Council, Health and Social Services in 
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relation to GP services.  He spoke of a constituent who had called the GP 325 times 
and could not get through and thus the resumption of the meetings was urgent.  
 
Councillor Cuthbertson sought an update on correspondence sent to the Department 
for Infrastructure in relation to maintenance of roads. 
 
In response the Deputy Chair Councillor Brown said to date no response had been 
received. 
 
Councillor Kerr drew attention to C025/25 and said over the past weekend there had 
been racial slurs painted on pathways in Coalisland and emphasised that such fascism 
was not welcome.  He thanked Council staff for prompt removal of same.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor McLernon 
 Seconded by Councillor McNamee and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 27 February 2025 

(C022/25 – C037/25 and C043/25) transacted in Open Business having 
been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C049/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 4 March 2025 
 
 Proposed by Councillor S McPeake  
 Seconded by Councillor Varsani and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 4 March 

2025 (P025/25 – P034/25 and P040/25) transacted in Open Business 
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C050/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 6 
March 2025 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Quinn  
 Seconded by Councillor McLernon and 
 
Resolved  That the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee held on Thursday 

6 March 2025 (PR039/25 – PR047/25 and PR058/25) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C051/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 11 March 
2025 

  
 

Proposed by Councillor McAleer   
Seconded by Councillor Johnston and  
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Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 11 
March 2025 (E050/25 – E066/25 and E074/25) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C052/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 13 March 
2025 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Gildernew  
 Seconded by Councillor Black and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Thursday 13 

March 2025 (D038/25 – D050/25 and D058/25) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C053/25 Conferences, Seminars and Training  
 
The HoSS&E sought approval for the previously circulated report on conferences, 
seminars and training as outlined in Appendix A and B of the report. 
  
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr  
 Seconded by Councillor McNamee and 
 
Resolved That approval be given to submitted requests for conferences, seminars 

and training as outlined at Appendix A and B to the report. 
 
C054/25 Draft Consultation Responses on DfI Living with Water in 

Derry/L’derry Plan and DoH Help with Health Costs  
 
The HoSS&E presented report which outlined draft consultation response developed on 
behalf of Mid Ulster District Council in response to the Department of Infrastructure’s 
consultation ‘Living with Water in Derry/Londonderry Plan Consultation’ and sought 
approval for its submission.  He outlined that an additional purpose of the report is to 
make Members aware of the contents of a consultation response submitted via 
delegated authority to the Chief Executive to the Department of Health’s Help with 
Health Costs Consultation. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor McQuade and 
 
Resolved That approval be given to submit the draft response as outlined at 

appendix A in relation to DFI’s Living with Water Plan Consultation and 
note the response as outlined at Appendix B to DoH Help with Health 
Costs Consultation which was submitted via delegated authority to the 
Chief Executive. 

 
 
Matters for Information 
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C055/25 Correspondence  
 
Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council. 
 
Councillor Monteith referred to the email from the Southern Health Trust in relation to 
site at Drumcoo, Sperrinview School and Oakridge SEC and said he was confused at 
the response.  He sought clarity as to whether the meeting with the Department of 
Education had taken place and requested that if not, that it be scheduled as soon as 
possible.   
 
In response the Chief Executive concurred with Councillor Monteith and said his office 
would be seeking a meeting as soon as possible.   
 
Resolved That Council seek a meeting with the Department of Education regarding 

the lands at Drumcoo.  
 
Councillor Wilson drew attention to the response from Department for Communities in 
relation to Your School Your Club funding programme.  He said that the query 
regarding funding in 2024/2025 had not been addressed and requested that Council 
write again seeking clarification as one sports club had been advised the initiative was 
closed during the funding period.   
 
Resolved  That Council seek clarity on Your School, Your Club funding in relation to 

financial year 2024/2025. 
 
 
C056/25 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council 
 
The HoSS&E provided update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council. 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson drew attention to Department for Infrastructure; Biennial MOT 
Test Consultation and said whilst Council did not need to make a detailed response it 
should make comment that the biennial MOT test would ultimately price many people 
out of driving in relation to insurance costs as companies may well hike premiums.  He 
said that the Department for Infrastructure needs to tie in with Westminster and the NI 
Assembly to get a fair model for insurance in Northern Ireland as currently you could 
receive a quote of £10,000 to insure a car valued at £1000. 
 
Councillor Kerr welcomed the biennial testing as the average MOT costs results in 
expensive bills each year but said even if people did not have accidents insurance 
companies are raising premiums.   
 
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor Quinn and  
 
Resolved That Council respond to Department for Infrastructure; Biennial MOT Test 

Consultation.  Closing Date 16 April 2025, Delegated authority to respond. 
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Councillor McGuigan drew attention to NIHE:  Consultation on Housing Executive Draft 
Social Investment Strategy 2025-2030, and said that its focus was on social enterprise, 
strategic view of People, Place & Prosperity.  He stated that the Housing Work Group 
would have time to prepare a response as the closing date was 16 May 2025. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McGuigan 
 Seconded by Councillor McLean and 
 
Resolved That Council prepare a response to NIHE:  Consultation on Housing 

Executive Draft Social Investment Strategy 2025-2030 
 
 
C057/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Martin to move –  
 
Councillor Martin speaking on the motion said, “this motion is probably going to be 
familiar to a lot of Members in the chamber as the sentiment has been brought before 
Council on numerous occasions.  In the financial year of 2023/2024, Mid Ulster 
received just 1.4% of all Arts Council funding by comparison, Belfast received a huge 
71%.  Despite this, look at what we have achieved. Just this week, we celebrated the 
Mid Ulster Arts and Community Awards - a brilliant event that showcased the best of 
our creative talent.  We saw people at the beginning of their journey, full of potential 
and we honoured those who have dedicated a lifetime to the Arts, often on a shoestring 
budget.  We have amazingly talented individuals and groups here in Mid Ulster, but this 
funding system does not recognise this.  This is putting significant pressure on artists, 
performers and venues that are already stretched to the limit.  We need to build up 
our artists, not defund them to the point they have no choice but to quit.  In light of 
this, I wish to move the motion.” 
 
That this Council:  
 

(i) Expresses its deep concern at the lack of equitable distribution of 
funding for the arts across the North; with particular concern that while 
Belfast City Council received 71% of all Arts Council funding in the 
year 2023/24, Mid-Ulster Council received a mere 1.4%; and  

(ii) Further expresses its support for local creative artists, and agrees to 
write to the Communities Minister Gordon Lyons MLA calling on him 
to review the current allocation of resources to deliver a more 
equitable distribution of resources, and to better help support and 
sustain the arts across the North regardless of geographical area. 

 
Councillor Quinn seconded the motion and said, “Chair, I’m proud to second this motion 

and to add my full support to what’s already been said.  It couldn’t be more timely that 

we’re debating this on World Theatre Day, a day that celebrates the very heart of live 

performance and the people who bring stories to life.  And it couldn’t come at a more 

fitting moment, just days after our Arts, Culture and Community Awards on Tuesday 

night.  That night was incredible.  We saw just how much raw talent, creativity, and 

dedication we have here in Mid Ulster.  From award-winning performers to community 

choirs, to people who’ve dedicated their lives to the arts, it was inspiring from start to 

finish. 
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But what stood out most wasn’t just the talent.  It was the sacrifice.  So many of these 
artists are self-funded, working with very little support, or relying on modest help from 
this very council.  They’re not doing it for recognition or reward, they’re doing it because 
the arts change lives.  And we heard that on Tuesday night too.  The power of the arts 
to shape confidence, to lift people up, to give a voice to those who don’t always feel 
heard.  I’ve seen it myself at places like Craic Theatre, where a shy, quiet child walks in 
the door and walks out a superstar once the spotlight hits them.  That’s the magic of the 
arts.  That’s what we’re fighting to protect. 
 
This motion doesn’t just highlight a funding issue it’s a call for fairness.  It says clearly: 
talent doesn’t stop at the Belfast boundary.  We deserve our share. Our artists deserve 
to be supported.  I commend my colleague for bringing this forward, and I urge every 
councillor in this chamber to back it.  Let’s not just celebrate the arts let’s stand up for 
them.” 
 
Councillor McLarnon spoke in support of the motion, and said, “Access to the arts, both 
as a creator and a consumer, has a profoundly positive impact on issues like 
community cohesion, stimulating local economies, physical and mental health and 
tackling isolation and loneliness. Sinn Féin has long recognised these benefits and 
been an advocate for the arts.  In 2025 alternative budget for the south we proposed 
the development of a Poblacht na nEalaíon, a Republic for the Arts, with an additional 
€60 million in funding for Arts, Culture and Heritage.  Even without this additional 
funding, arts funding in the south, per capita, is more than four times higher than it is in 
the north.  Unfortunately, the arts here have become yet another victim of a craven 
British government stripping every avenue of funding to the bone in its endless race to 
the bottom.  Party colleagues of mine in the Communities Committee in Stormont met 
with the Arts Council last month, who outlined the dire state they are in and the impact 
further cuts would have on them.  Just a 5% decrease in their current funding would 
lead to hundreds of job losses in the sector, thousands of events cancelled and a drop 
of hundreds of thousands in members of the public attending arts events.  
 
I agree with the motion, that whatever meagre funding that there is, should be 
distributed more evenly, and those in the sector agree with that as well.  
In Mid Ulster alone we have a vibrant Arts and Culture sector.  In my own area of 
Coalisland we have the Craic Theatre in Coalisland who just recently won the Mid 
Ulster Award for Arts Group of the Year.  It would be remiss of me here tonight not to 
mention the success of our Arts, Community & Culture Awards that took place this 
week.  The feedback that I have received from the night has been very positive.  The 
Arts Council have outlined their plans for a number of ringfenced funding pots 
specifically for areas outside Belfast if they received the funding they needed.  They 
intend to spend a further £2million on the Rural Engagement Arts Programme (REAP), 
which supports projects outside of urban areas.  They intend to spend another £1million 
on the Local Government Challenge Fund, which would be open to the 10 council areas 
outside Belfast.  Similarly, my colleagues have also met with the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council to be briefed on their Creative Communities project.  
Among the key recommendations made was increasing access to arts in rural areas, 
marginalised communities and areas experiencing poverty. None of this can be done 
while the British Government, which has historically underfunded everything from arts to 
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essential services here for generations, continues to cut back what little is left even 
further. 
 
The government in the 26 counties recently announced a further €20 million for Arts 
and Cultural Heritage as part of the Shared Island Fund, and in my support for the 
motion here tonight, I would go further and ask the council here to include in their letter 
to the Minister what are his plans for that, and furthermore what discussions he has had 
with his counterparts in the 26 counties about its distribution, and in addition what 
projects has he in mind.” 
 
Councillor McLean said the motion was clear and that whilst it was a DUP Minister in 
situ, he would agree that any pressure to alleviate imbalances be applied.  He said that 
on the 10 February the Minister had stated that he wanted “to find new ways to support 
the arts and "maximise the contribution that it can make by driving equality of access 
and opportunity across socio-economic groupings, age, geography and so on.  
Councillor McLean added that Minister Lyons had written to the Chair and Chief 
Executive of the Arts Council and had also said that the current status quo could not be 
maintained, and realignment of funding would be required to ensure the arts could be 
enjoyed by all.   
 
Councillor McLean concurred with previous comments made in relation to the Arts 
Awards he said it was a fabulous evening, he had been talking about it continuously 
both in relation to the wealth of talent across the district and the atmosphere on the 
evening.  He congratulated all staff on the effort and energy they had put in to create a 
phenomenonal event which had been a fantastic experience for all involved.  
 
Councillor Wilson speaking in support of the motion said the arts should be a priority for 
every member as it is important to all and impacts every government department.  He 
said the stimulation of the arts impacts economic growth, education and health.  
Councillor Wilson said the arts encompasses music, theatre, marching bands, 
churches, pubs, public places and should not be termed as a luxury.  He said that it was 
a great means of communication and should be properly resourced and stated at a 
recent meeting in relation to the arts he had highlighted that in London the spend on 
arts was £12 per capita, Dublin £21 per capita and Northern Ireland £5 per capita which 
was shameful and needed to be changed.  He concluded that the arts should be 
cherished, valued and resourced and Northern Ireland had a long way to go to catch up 
with its neighbours.   
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown said as there was general consensus to support 
the motion, he declared it carried.   
 
Councillor Martin thanked Members for their support of the motion and said the more 
pressure Council puts on the better. 
 
 
C058/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Quinn to move -  
 
Councillor Quinn speaking on the motion said, “How many times have you sat behind a 
stopped school bus and watched as a car flew recklessly past?  How many times have 
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you driven past a bus yourself holding your breath, praying no child stepped out 
unexpectedly? 
 
Two weeks ago, our community was shaken by the tragic death of young Caitlin-Rose 
McMullan, who was killed after getting off a bus.  Her family’s heartbreak reminds us 
exactly why this issue matters. Today’s motion is about preventing tragedies like this 
because no family should ever face that pain.  Over the years, I've witnessed countless 
near misses on roads all across Mid Ulster cars speeding past buses as children step 
onto or off roads.  My own cousin was knocked down after stepping off his bus one 
morning, left with a broken leg and lasting memories of how close he’d come to 
something far worse. Another near miss, another child nearly lost. These dangers are 
not isolated they happen every day, on every road, in every part of our community. 
 
Bus drivers regularly tell me of holding their breath as children step out onto roads, just 
inches away from speeding traffic. Teachers, parents, and local people all share similar 
stories, near misses etched into memory, rarely recorded officially but deeply felt. We 
cannot rely on luck alone to protect our children.  In my professional life, I work in health 
and safety.  We create safety zones around hazards because we know they save lives. 
Our roads, especially around buses carrying children, should be no different. Children 
are naturally impulsive; they take risks adults wouldn’t dream of. Every road with a 
school bus stop has seen these moments of heart-stopping danger. It’s clear we must 
do more than rely on driver patience or luck, we must create clear, enforceable 
protections.  Other countries already do this.  In Canada and America, the law is crystal 
clear: when the bus stops, traffic stops, no exceptions. In Germany, cars pass stopped 
buses at walking pace, a rule embedded in driver training. These aren’t complicated 
measures they’re common sense, proven ways to protect lives. Northern Ireland should 
adopt similar laws, and this motion is our call to Stormont to make that happen.   
 
But what can we do right now as a council?  We can speak with a united voice, urging 
every council across Northern Ireland to join us.  We can raise awareness, launch local 
safety campaigns, and support our bus drivers, schools, and communities to keep 
children safe.  We can and must push our Ministers and MLAs to act swiftly.   
Today is about creating a safe zone around every child stepping off a school bus, giving 
parents peace of mind, and sending a clear message that reckless driving near our 
children stops now.  Let’s not wait for another tragedy.  Let’s act today together.” 
 
Councillor Quinn moved the motion:  
 
This Council: 
• Notes that under current Northern Ireland road traffic law, there is no legal 
requirement for other vehicles to stop when a school bus is picking up or dropping off 
pupils. 
• Recognises that child safety is of paramount importance and that measures akin to 
the U.S. “stop-arm” system—requiring traffic to halt while schoolchildren board 
or alight—could significantly reduce the risk of accidents and injuries. 
• Highlights the growing public concern and the desire of parents, educators, and local 
communities for stronger safeguarding measures at school bus stops, especially in rural 
areas where road layouts can pose additional risks. 
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• Believes that introducing legislation mandating vehicles to stop when a school bus is 
actively loading or unloading students would enhance road safety and offer additional 
protection to schoolchildren across Northern Ireland. 
 
This Council resolves to: 
 

(i) Call upon the Northern Ireland Assembly to develop and pass legislation 
requiring vehicles to stop for school buses that are picking up or dropping off 
pupils, in line with best practices observed in other jurisdictions. 

(ii)   Write to all other local councils in Northern Ireland, urging them to support and 
pass similar motions, thereby demonstrating widespread local government 
backing for this measure. 

(iii)  Write to the Minister for Infrastructure and the Minister of Education, 
highlighting the need for such legislation and requesting that they prioritise this 
issue within the Executive; and 

(iv)  Undertake any additional measures within Mid-Ulster District’s remit—such as 
awareness campaigns or pilot schemes—aimed at strengthening school 
transport safety until statutory changes are in effect.”   

 
Councillor Johnston, seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor Johnston speaking on the motion said, “It is stating the obvious to say our 
children are the most precious gift we have, we cherish them, nurture them and hope to 
outlive them.  That’s the natural order.  There is also an expectation that when we send 
them out in the morning to go to school, they will return to us safe and sound.  Every 
parent’s worst nightmare is that they don’t come home.  On the morning of Wednesday 
5th March Caitlin Rose McMullan left for school never to return.  I’ve spoken to her mum 
Stella on several occasions since and she wants me to speak to you about her much-
loved daughter.  Despite her age she’d led a full life and had travelled the world with her 
family.  All who knew her were struck by her bubbly nature and an eye for fashion and a 
bit of bling.  Life for Stella and the rest of her family will never be the same again.  
There is a deep dark void that can never be filled.  Unfortunately, the circumstances 
surrounding her death are not unique.  All too often children have had life changing 
injuries or have lost their lives after having disembarked from a school bus. 
 
Stella has launched an online petition calling on the authorities to do more to prevent 
deaths such as this happening again.  In the days that followed I listened to many 
concerns from people frustrated by the absence of effective safety measures around 
school buses, there is a justifiable outrage, and a tangible fear that Caitlin Roses tragic 
death won’t be the last.  I am not going to repeat what my colleague has already stated 
only to say that we in the SDLP have put forward this motion to council because, while 
not legislators we are an important bridge to those who can make the much-needed 
changes to our laws, or in the absence of appropriate legislation, create it.  There are 
also things, as outlined in the motion, that we can do here at council level, and I trust 
from here on in, this council will endeavour to do so.  Ultimately, however, it will be for 
our MLA’s to make the very significant changes that will save lives.  That they have not 
done so to date is our collective shame.  Each member in this chamber must become a 
champion for road safety in light of this most recent tragedy on our roads.  We must 
push our MLA colleagues in both Government and Opposition to deliver meaningful and 
lifesaving legislation by the end of this term. 
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While unfortunately we can’t prevent all road deaths, we can prevent some. 
Let this be the success story of the 2022-2027 mandate, let us remember Caitlin Roses 
name.  In her memory let us jointly commit ourselves to creating a legacy to ensure 
that, in as far as we can, our children travel in safety to and from school, in short;  
that when they leave us in the morning, they return to us in the evening.  No other 
parent should ever have to go through what the McMullin/McGinn families and so many 
others, over the years, have had to go through because politicians failed to do for our 
children what many other countries have already done for theirs.  We will not give up on 
this, I personally will not give up on it.  Surely together, with the same commitment from 
all of you, we can deliver on this desperately needed legislation.” 
 
Councillor W Buchanan extended sympathy to all those who had lost loved ones on the 
road, he highlighted PSNI ongoing strategies for ‘Don’t Drink and Drive’ and ‘Road 
Safety’ campaigns.  He said that all needed to respect road safety and acknowledged 
that all had been stunned by this recent road death and said the pain for family and 
friends was difficult.  Councillor W Buchanan said that unfortunately road traffic 
collisions were not inevitable and emphasised all needed to support practical measures 
being implemented.  He said the DUP would support the motion.  
 
Councillor S McPeake said he supported the ethos of the motion and that Sinn Féin had 
recently met with Translink on road safety measures for children getting off school 
buses.  He said short term, medium term and long-term solutions had been discussed 
included investigating the possibility of warning red lights.  He further highlighted that 
educational awareness needed to be increased especially for Key stage one and two 
pupils and that in all Mid Ulster there was one bus fitted out for educational purposes.  
Councillor S McPeake concluded that their party group had requested a meeting with 
the Minister of Department for Infrastructure to discuss safety measures on buses.  
 
Councillor McLernon expressed thoughts to Caitlin-Rose's family, her friends and the 
entire school community.  She advised that her colleague Declan McAleer, MLA for 
West Tyrone back in 2020, had raised this very issue with the then Infrastructure 
Minister Nicola Mallon and said it was unfortunate that at that time nothing was 
progressed.  Councillor McLernon said she was now grateful that she has been able to 
have a conversation with the current Minister of Infrastructure, her colleague, Liz 
Kimmins MLA, who is now exploring what can be done in relation to legislation and 
regulations in relation to this issue to protect school children.  She advised that the 
Minister agrees that this is an important issue, is looking at what has been done 
elsewhere in relation to overtaking buses when children are entering and exiting them, 
and how road safety can be improved.  Councillor McLernon concluded that Minister 
Kimmons has spoken to her officials and has asked them to look at the options, 
because she agrees that this is a critical issue and one that is particularly pertinent, 
given what happened recently. 
 
Councillor Kerr expressed his support for the motion and spoke of the importance of 
bus shelters acknowledging that following his request monthly updates are brought to 
committee.  He said that the bus stop process allows Translink and Education Authority 
to work together to ensure they are situated in the best place possible using the 
example of moving the location of the bus stop at Annagher and how the new location 
allows sufficient space for cars being able to pass. Councillor Kerr spoke of using the 
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bus stop at Primate Dixon when he was a student and how he remembered a fellow 
student at school being hit by a bus, fortunately he had not been badly hurt.  Offering 
condolences to Caitlin Rose’s family he said as a father of a young daughter he could 
not even imagine their pain.  Councillor Kerr concluded saying that where and when 
Council can, they should have conversations with Department for Infrastructure and 
Translink to identify safer stopping points. 
 
Councillor Wilson said they too would support the motion and passed sympathy to the 
families of all those killed on roads especially the family of Caitlin Rose.  He said the 
UUP were supportive of the call of Caitlin Rose’s mother for a review of the law and that 
they would support the calls to Department for Infrastructure and Translink to look at 
new policies.  Councillor Wilson said a risk assessment needed to be carried out at 
official bus stops but acknowledged there are many unofficial bus stops.  In relation to 
the ‘Stop Arm’ system he said the UUP are strong supporters of it and all safety 
measures and urged the Minister of DfI to initiate road safety campaigns, especially 
highlighting driver and passenger awareness.  He concluded saying that it was of deep 
regret these would be reactive.  
 
Councillor Cuthbertson spoke in support of the motion but said he had heard a lot of 
about the Minister of the Department for Infrastructure and the fact was she is presiding 
over a department that cannot train staff to erect 30mph signs impacted by recent 
storms and still lying in verges yet is talking about road safety.  There are also issues 
with road markings at schools but a few weeks after it is opened Grand Central Station 
is getting dual language signage. 
 
Councillor S McPeake highlighted the meeting he had mentioned in his contribution to 
the debate and said rather than a single party they would wish to widen it to a cross-
party meeting. 
 
Councillor Quinn accepted this.   
 
Councillor Brown given the consensus in the room declared the motion carried.   
 
Councillor Quinn thanked that Chair and all parties for their support.  He said he had no 
wish to get into whose Party Minister is responsible but that his greatest regret is that 
the motion is reactive as the issue was debated in the NI Assembly in 2002, but nothing 
was done yet the USA has the ‘stop arm’ system from the 1940s.  He said all needed to 
‘take the bull by the horns’ and get the matter sorted before there was any more victims.  
He concluded the solutions debated may not be perfect, but the aim was to get the 
Minister to explore all options, and hopefully other councils would do likewise.  
 
 
C059/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Molloy to move –  
 
Councillor Molloy moved the motion: 
 
This Council is deplored by Israel's recent attacks on the defenceless populations in 
Gaza and the West Bank, that were barbaric, inhumane and flagrant breaches of 
international law and human rights.  This Council affirms that world leaders can no 
longer turn a blind eye, and that the international community must unite against these 
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acts against humanity.  This Council will write to the British and Irish governments, 
calling on them to ensure that measures are adopted to safeguard the fragile ceasefire 
and that sanctions must be enforced against Israel's war crimes. 
 
Speaking on the motion Councillor Molloy said, “On 19th January of this year the world 
held its breath as a truce came into place in Gaza and negotiations began to secure the 
release hostages held by both Israel and Hamas as well as others.  We watched as 
tens of thousands of Gazans, displaced numerous times, returned to what was once 
their homes, their businesses, their villages and towns. Returning with scant 
possessions many with only the clothes they stood up in. What they returned to was 
unrecognisable. Deliberate, wanton destruction of everything; homes, schools, 
hospitals, shops, roads, water, gas and electricity, even the dead couldn’t be respected 
as Israeli Defence Force tanks and bulldozers ploughed up graveyards.  

I use the term truce in the loosest possible interpretation, from it came into effect in 
January until 17th of March, over 140 people had died at the hands of Israeli forces in 
Gaze, in the occupied West Bank, 70 have been killed and 40,000 people have been 
displaced.  Adapting to life in makeshift camps or sheltering in partially bombed 
buildings I’m sure many thought as bad as it was, they could start to rebuild a 
semblance of ‘normality’.  Then last Tuesday, 18th March, Israel launched a massive 
wave of airstrikes using unmanned drones and fighter jets. Over 400 killed and almost 
600 seriously injured, many were children. Israel have said they consulted with the US 
prior to the bombing. 

By no coincidence the far-right Jewish Power Party announced next morning that it 
would rejoin the Government coalition, their numbers seen as essential for Netanyahu 
to pass a budget.  In 2008 UNHRC adopted a resolution calling on Israel to stop military 
operations in Gaza and open the strips borders to allow food, fuel and medicine in. 
Again in 2024 the systematic denial of food, water and medicines was used by Israel. 
Under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court this is recognised as 
extermination, a Crime Against Humanity. Currently Benjamin Netanyahu and Yoav 
Gallant are required to be arrested for war crimes in over 125 ICC member countries 
including Britain.  Over 50,000 people are now estimated dead in just 18 months, last 
November the UN Human Rights Office had verified that in a six-month period over 
70% of deaths were women and children. 

Despite all this, Britain continues support Israel militarily, financially and diplomatically 
whilst it proposes to cut benefits to those most in need, shamefully companies here in 
Ireland continue to invest in Israel, profiting on the suffering of the innocents, the Irish 
Central Bank continues as the sole EU regulator of Israeli Bonds, Irish airports host and 
refuel US planes carrying armaments. 

I didn’t bring this motion to seek support for any grouping, I haven’t brought it to score 
cheap political points on others. I bring it as a rational human being who sees a 
genocide continue before our eyes.  In closing, I direct appeal to those within the 
chamber who may not support this motion, I fully accept there are many injustices 
happening around the world, too many to list, too often the world has stood silent, on a 
purely humanitarian level I ask you to support the motion. Go raibh maith agaibh” 

 
Councillor Mullin seconded the motion. 
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Councillor Varsani said from the outset no disdain would be accepted for speaking out 
on these issues as it was the wish of their constituents who want them to bring the 
issues to the chamber and speak up for the people of the Middle East as not to speak 
would be asking people not to speak of Anne Frank,  Hind Rajab is the new 2020’s 
Anne Frank.  She highlighted that an occupier has no right to self-defence in another 
country and there is an alienable right of a people who are occupied to rise against an 
occupying force.  She said what the world is now looking at is that Isreal’s conduct is 
demonstrably aiming to ethnically cleanse the occupied Palestinian territories.  She said 
that in 48 hours in Gaza and the West Bank 400 people mainly women and children 
had been slaughtered, these people had been living in tents, deprived of food and water 
had been blasted from the air by the most high-powered explosives known to man.  No 
longer will Dresden, Negasaki and Hiroshima have been usurped and surpassed by 
what is happening in Gaza.  She drew attention to the bombing of International Red 
Cross Headquarters, a Palestinian teenage hostage who had died of injuries inflicted by 
captives, the UN compound bombed and an aid worker obliterated when trying to help 
people, a Palestinian Oscar winner in the West Bank attacked and beaten in front of his 
son by illegal settlers and then abducted by Zionist forces from an ambulance then 
blindfolded and beaten again; a mosque obliterated during afternoon prayers.   
 
Councillor Varsani acknowledged that everyone in the chamber worked tirelessly with a 
passion and care for the people of Mid Ulster but that they were being asked to be part 
of the ground swell to ask British and Irish governments to play a much larger part in 
bringing this horrendous chapter of human indignity to an end.  She reminded Members 
that they were entitled to call upon states to fulfil their obligations to prevent acts of 
genocide and uphold the duty to arrest wanted war criminals.  Councillor Varsani 
concluded with the words of Ham Shabba a journalist of 23, a university student when 
conflict broke out and who was eliminated during the week for bravery and truth telling 
in Northern Gaza, she told how he wrote his own obituary knowing that Zionist 
occupiers hated his ability to gather evidence and spread the story of what was 
happening during the genocide.  She said, he wrote and asked that people speak the 
words ‘I ask you now do not stop speaking about Gaza, do not let the world look away 
keep telling our stories until Palestine is free.’  Councillor Varsani concluded that she 
supported the motion.  
 
Councillor Cuthbertson said, “Yet again we have another motion tabled against Israel.   
Chair, how many nights are we going to debate this issue?  Let’s be clear, we have no 
say or influence on global issues like this.  The DUP deplores every loss of innocent life 
and we are clear that there is no justification for the targeted killing of civilians, the use 
of civilians as human shields or taking civilian hostages.  Unlike some elected 
politicians who in the past supported terrorism, and others who still say, there was no 
alternative to murder.  In the motion there is no mention of the recent rockets fired by 
Hezbollah into Israel forcing the eviction of thousands of their citizens from their homes 
because of these daily violent attacks.  There is no moral equivalence between the 
deliberate targeting of civilians by Hamas and Hezbollah and the actions Israel must 
take to defend itself.  Hamas is not interested in peace but only the destruction of Israel 
itself.   Hamas is a proscribed organisation across the world and in this context, we 
support Israel’s right to defend itself and its population from acts of terrorism.  And will 
be voting against the motion.” 
 



17 – Council (27.03.25) 
 

Councillor Quinn speaking on the motion said, “I want to speak in full support of this 
motion.  Because at this point, silence is complicity.  What we have witnessed in Gaza 
and the West Bank in recent months and indeed over many years is not just a tragedy. 
It is a humanitarian catastrophe.  And it is one that continues to unfold in real time, as 
the world watches.  We’ve seen the images children pulled from rubble, hospitals 
bombed, entire families wiped out in an instant.  These are not isolated incidents.  
These are not unfortunate by-products of war.  These are the consequences of a brutal, 
sustained, and disproportionate campaign against a civilian population with nowhere to 
run.  The scale of the violence, the deliberate targeting of civilians, the collective 
punishment of an entire people these are not just morally indefensible.  They are clear 
violations of international law and amount to war crimes.  And we must be honest: if we 
believe in human rights, if we claim to stand for international justice, then we cannot 
look the other way just because it is inconvenient.  We cannot have double standards 
depending on who the victims are, or who the perpetrators may be. 
 
I welcome that this motion calls for both the British and Irish governments to act. 
Because it is not enough to express concern what is needed now is action.  That 
includes: 
 

• Diplomatic pressure to uphold the ceasefire; 
• Sanctions where international law has been breached; 
• And support for international investigations into the atrocities committed. 

 
Let me also be clear, this is not a question of religion, nor is it anti-Israel to condemn 
the actions of its government and military.  It is pro-humanity, and it is about standing 
with those who have suffered far too long under occupation, blockade, and violence. 
There are voices in Gaza who still hope for peace. There are voices in Israel who 
oppose what is being done in their name. They are brave. But they cannot change 
things alone.  That’s why motions like this matter. Because they show that the world is 
watching, and that people, even in councils like ours, will not stay silent in the face of 
injustice.  I commend the proposer of this motion and I urge every member here tonight 
to support it.” 
 
Councillor J Burton left the meeting  
 
Councillor Kerr said he had no problem with the motion and said what was happening 
to the people was no different to Nazi Germany.  He said what he did find amazing was 
to query what had changed in Irish politics as last month when he had brought a motion 
on Gaza Sinn Féin had abstained, but he would not do that.  Councillor Kerr highlighted 
that it was a Sinn Féin Minister in control of investments of fighter jets linked to the 
Zionist army and spoke of the United States killing civilians in Yemen.  He concluded 
that there was no change in circumstance in Gaza to that of a month ago,  
 
Councillor J Burton returned to the meeting. 
 
Councillor Wilson said that this was now a monthly occurrence and there was no doubt 
of the humanitarian catastrophe, that it was the innocent who suffered, and no one 
could be anything but moved.  He said that HAMA’s continues to fire rockets and 
Isreal’s allies continue to help but there needed to be unconditional release of hostages 
and prompt restoration of the ceasefire.  He said that the situation continues in Iraq and 
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the United States acted in the defence of everyone’s interest.  Councillor Wilson 
concluded that the UUP would vote against the motion.  
 
 
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown called for a vote on the motion. 
 
For 26 
Against 11 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Molloy thanked Members for their support and expressed disappointment 
that some could not support the human element within the motion.  
 
 
C060/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Johnston to move –  
 
Councillor Johnston moved the motion: 
 
This Council strongly opposes the proposed Welfare reforms as part of the Pathways to 
Work: Reforming Benefits and Support to Get Britain Working Green Paper from the UK 
government, which will have disproportionate impacts on vulnerable people in the 
North; commits to writing to the First and Deputy First Minister asking them to lobby the 
UK Government to reverse changes that will negatively impact vulnerable people; 
further commits to writing to the Minister for Communities to prepare a business case 
for a mitigation package which provides protections for current and future claimants 
from reductions in social security entitlements outlined in the Pathways to Work Green 
Paper. 
 
Councillor Johnston speaking on the motion said, “It is with great dismay that I learned 
of the Labour governments latest attack on the most vulnerable people in our society.  
Cutting support payments for people with disabilities while the cost of living continues to 
climb is not only immoral and unethical but also demonstrates a callous disregard for 
the well-being of some of the most vulnerable members of our society. The reported 
plans to freeze personal independence payments and introduce harsher new criteria to 
force people off the support altogether in a misguided effort to get people into work will 
leave vulnerable families significantly worse off every year. Worse still, these policies 
have little chance of achieving their stated goal of increasing workforce participation.  
 
These support payments are not intended for people who are temporarily unable to 
work; they are specifically designed to help individuals with disabilities live 
independently, regardless of their employment status. Slashing this essential 
component of social security will not motivate people to seek employment. Instead, it 
will make it increasingly difficult for disabled individuals to manage their daily lives, 
reducing their autonomy and dignity. The reality is that these cuts will exacerbate 
financial hardship, pushing many into deeper poverty and increasing their reliance on 
other overstretched public services.  Furthermore, it is important to recognize the 
devastating psychological toll these proposed changes will have on disabled individuals 
and their families. Constantly living under the threat of losing essential financial support 
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creates anxiety and uncertainty. The government’s narrative, which frames people with 
disabilities as burdens rather than individuals with rights and dignity, only adds to this 
distress. It is a deeply unfair and harmful approach that ignores the real challenges 
disabled people face every day. 
If, as some anticipate, these changes necessitate new legislation to strip away 
inflationary uplift protections for support for people with disabilities, the government 
should be prepared for significant resistance. Attempting to undermine the already 
fragile financial security of vulnerable individuals will provoke public outcry and 
opposition. We will stand firmly against any such measure and will collaborate with 
others who are equally committed to defending the rights and dignity of disabled 
people. 
 
In light of these damaging proposals, it is imperative that the Northern Ireland 
Executive, particularly the Departments of Communities and Finance, step up and 
demonstrate the strong leadership they claim to provide.  As well as approaching the 
treasury they must urgently develop a robust Plan B to mitigate against the worst 
impacts of these cuts. I appreciate this is a difficult position to be in but with electoral 
success comes the burden of responsibility.  It will require creative thinking and bold 
decision-making to ensure that vulnerable individuals and families do not bear the brunt 
of more British austerity measures.  What is very clear to me and to those in the 
nationalist community our interests will never be served by a British government that 
rides roughshod over the needs of the people who live here, where we find ourselves 
powerless to obstruct a determined British executive, be it legacy, leaving the EU or 
harsh austerity measures.  In that New Ireland that we seek to build, all our voices, 
unionist and nationalist alike, will be amplified and more importantly, influential in 
charting a better future for all our citizens.   
 
We in the SDLP will continue to fight for the rights of people with disabilities, and I urge 
others to join us in opposing these harmful cuts. Together, we can stand up for a fairer 
and more compassionate society. 
 
Councillor McLernon returned to the meeting  
 
Councillor McFlynn seconded the motion and said many families in Mid Ulster have 
become the working poor and are struggling to make ends meet, there was much 
needed foodbanks everywhere that the cuts would push people further into poverty and 
in this modern era all should have a basic standard of living.  
 
Councillor Quinn left the meeting 
 
Councillor Gildernew proposed an amendment to the motion to add the words:    
Commits to writing to the British Government outlining our opposition to these cuts and 
asking them to reverse this decision after the word North.   
 
Speaking on the motion Councillor Gildernew said, “I would personally like to raise my 
serious concerns and opposition to the Labour Government’s plans to cut billions of 
pounds worth of support from those who are sick, disabled and on welfare payments. I 
have been dealing all week with people who are extremely concerned about these 
changes and what it might mean for them and their families. I fill in literally hundreds of 
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PIP forms every year and the idea that this process could become even more difficult is 
actually incredible. 
 

Entitlement to PIP is based on the difficulties that disabilities can bring to people’s 
everyday lives, and it is designed to ease the additional financial burden people face as 
a result of their disabilities. The idea that disabled people are a burden on the taxpayer 
goes against everything that we in Sinn Féin believe in.  Westminster has once again 
shown a complete disregard for our workers, our families and our communities and this 
is the latest attack on our people by the British Government, whether that is the elderly, 
farming families, small businesses or the disabled. 

Billions of pounds can be found for weapons of war and mass destruction, while the 
British government cut welfare payments, international aid and fails to properly fund 
essential public services. The labour government needs to start investing in our people 
and our communities.  It would also be worth asking if MPs from the North who 
currently sit on the government benches at Westminster would consider demonstrating 
their opposition to these cuts by leaving those government benches. The interests of 
our people are very obviously not served well at Westminster, and this highlights the 
need to build a new and United Ireland where decisions are made in the best interests 
of workers, families, the vulnerable and our communities.” 

Councillor Quinn returned to the meeting 
 
Councillor Bell seconded the amendment. 
 
Councillor Johnston said she was happy to accept the amendment.  
 
Councillor Graham expressed disappointment that Councillor Johnston spoke for 
standing up for nationalists on the amendment which she felt detracted rather than 
added to the motion.  She said the UUP supported all who are facing the cuts and 
strongly opposed the government proposals which would impact the most vulnerable.  
These cuts will only exacerbate the hardship already faced by many which raised 
serious questions as to whether such actions align with the values of a labour 
government.  Continuing she said they would force individuals and families into further 
poverty and whilst they may offer the UK government short term financial savings, the 
long-term consequences will be profound and damaging.  Councillor Graham said, 
estimates on child poverty alone costs the public purse between £825m and £1bn 
annually in Northern Ireland alone illustrating the shortsightedness and devastating 
nature of the proposed measures.  She said as the Minister for Department of 
Communities holds the responsibility for Social Security in Northern Ireland it is crucial 
that he urgently engages with the Westminster counter parts and fully understands the 
impacts of these proposals on Northern Ireland citizens and must also explore how best 
to mitigate the worst effects balancing the challenging budget landscape within the 
significant individual and economic consequences these changes will bring.  Councillor 
Graham concluded that additionally, through UUP Westminster representative they will 
continue to challenge the UK government shortsighted pennywise, pound-foolish 
approach and we support the motion. 
 
Councillor Monteith supporting the motion said he supported the strong sentiment of the 
motion and reflected that he had indicated last month that this was coming when 
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members had spoken on the success in removing stigma surrounding mental health.  
He spoke of media reports over the last ten days that highlighted British government 
portraying that mental health was an area that they were determined to cut support, had 
trivialised mental health issues by saying they were not real issues but people not 
dealing with day-to-day life.  Councillor Monteith said it was easy for someone sitting on 
a big salary, coming from a comfortable background to say that but what it really done 
was stigmatize those with disabilities, reinforcing the opinion of some that people with 
disabilities are second class citizens whose rights and dignity mean nothing to the 
British government.  He said this was nothing new but the latest cycle of 
impoverishment by the British Government which began with the Tory/Lib Dem 
Coalition in 201, was a continuation of what was started then and the lurch to the right 
and extreme right-wing views on society leads to the most vulnerable being discarded.  
Councillor Monteith said that he did not care what anyone was, their interests would not 
be best served in London but would be in a United Ireland were day-to-day life issues 
matter.  He said the recent welfare reform proposals are a cruel process and the 
proposed four-point scheme would decimate claims and would only ensure people did 
not have the support they required.  He said the British government could not do their 
sums as they introduced further cuts which again would impact the most vulnerable and 
their language regarding these people was desperate.  He said he hoped there would 
be opportunity to mitigate the cuts in the six-county arena and as the motion called the 
First and Deputy First Minister would stand against them.  He said the north had one of 
the lowest standards of living across the islands and it needed to be said that capitalism 
is wrong.  Councillor Monteith concluded stating in the words of James Connolly, a 
great Irish Socialist who said, “Governments in capitalist society are but committees of 
the rich to manage the affairs of the capitalist class”, he said the British government 
was the worst example of this and Ireland needed to unite.  
 
Councillor Cahoon said, “the DUP has always stood for a welfare system that provides 
support to those who need it most.  We believe in protecting the most vulnerable in our 
society while also ensuring fairness for taxpayers and tackling abuse of the system.  
We believe the welfare system continues to be the cornerstone of a fair and 
compassionate society and the impact of reforms must be carefully considered.  The 
Government’s proposed changes to Personal Independence Payment (PIP) has caused 
great anxiety for thousands of people who rely on this support.  In particular, the 
approach to mental health, a topic that we had a respectful debate on last month, is 
concerning. Many individuals with mental health conditions experience fluctuating 
needs, yet these proposals fail to recognise that reality.  
 
The Government’s plans lack compassion, and they will leave many struggling to 
access the support they require.  The DUP will continue to stand up for those who need 
support, ensuring that our welfare system is both fair and effective.  We call on the 
Government to rethink these proposals and provide real assurances to those affected 
and our Parliamentarians are raising this at Westminster.  Under the principle of parity, 
it is not possible for Northern Ireland to make changes to the social security, including 
PIP, without absorbing the associated costs and administrative burdens.  Minister 
Lyons has made this clear, the finance is not there, given the unprecedented 
challenges facing departmental budgets, covering such costs would have inevitable 
impacts on other frontline services.  Not a month goes by where Councillors in this 
chamber do not raise issues relating to the funding challenges faced by Executive 
Departments.  We have heard it tonight funding pressures on Health and Infrastructure.  
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In the Government’s statement to the House of Commons, there was not a single 
mention of efforts to prevent exploitation of welfare - something the public and 
taxpayers expects and deserves.  The Government’s approach is wrong – first they 
targeted the pensioners, then the WASPI women and now the sick & disabled.  Where 
is the serious discussion to tackle fraud and abuse in the welfare system, targeting 
global companies who evade tax, exploring a potential sales tax for online marketplace 
giants that destroy our high streets. On balance, we cannot support the motion as it 
calls for the Department for Communities Minister to prepare a business case for 
mitigations and we all know the Finance is not there.  People are making party political 
stunts tonight against the most vulnerable.  SF have proposed an amendment that adds 
nothing to the motion – nothing.  They know that any business case, if prepared, will be 
going to their Finance Minister and we know the money is not there in the Executive. 
The SDLP magic money tree is only offering people false hope if this motion is passed 
tonight.  The UK Government must reconsider the punitive elements of its proposals 
and ensure fairness and dignity for those requiring welfare support, as well as the 
taxpayer and the DUP will continue to raise this at Westminster rather than making 
party political stunts in this Chamber. 
 
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown put the amended motion to vote. 
 
For 28 
Against 10  
 
The Chair, Councillor Brown declared the amended motion carried. 
 

This Council strongly opposes the proposed Welfare reforms as part of the 
Pathways to Work: Reforming Benefits and Support to Get Britain Working Green 
Paper from the UK government, which will have disproportionate impacts on 
vulnerable people in the North; Commits to writing to the British Government 
outlining our opposition to these cuts and asking them to reverse this decision; 
further commits to writing to the First and Deputy First Minister asking them to lobby 
the UK Government to reverse changes that will negatively impact vulnerable 
people; and further commits to writing to the Minister for Communities to prepare a 
business case for a mitigation package which provides protections for current and 
future· claimants from reductions in social security entitlements outlined in the 
Pathways to Work Green Paper. 
 

 
Councillor Johnston said that she had not inferred that the changes only impact 
nationalists, but she would make no apologies for being a nationalist and others should 
consider what a new Ireland looks like and just how strong their voices would be.  
 
 
Councillor McLean left the meeting 
 
 
Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 
Government Act (NI) 2014.  The public withdrew from the meeting at 8.48 pm pm  
 
Councillor McLean returned to the meeting 
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 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor Gildernew and 
  
Resolved That items C061/25 to C067/25 be taken as confidential business. 
 
  Matters for Decision 

(i) Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 27 February 2025 
(ii) Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 4 March 2025 

(iii) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 6 March 

2025 

(iv) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 11 March 2025 

(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 13 March 

2025  

(vi) Audit Committee confidential minutes of meeting held on 18 March 

2025 

(vii) Document for Sealing: Deed of Dedication between MUDC and 

Sports Council for NI in relation to Mid Ulster Sports Arena. 

 
C068/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 9.00 pm. 
 
 
 
       Chair ________________________ 
 
 
 
       Date _________________________ 
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Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the 
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.   
 
I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we move 
into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  
 
Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 
 
o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless 

invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 
o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 

issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself   

 
o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 

whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining 

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 
o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 

referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 

making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 
Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda – apologies and then a 
roll call of members in attendance.  
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