
 

1 – Development Committee (16.01.25) 

Minutes of Meeting of the Development Committee of Mid Ulster District Council 
held on Thursday 16 January 2025 in the Council Offices, Burn Road, 
Cookstown and by Virtual means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor Black, Chair 
 

Councillors Bell, W Buchanan, F Burton, Clarke* (7.14 pm), 
Corry*, Gildernew*, McLernon*, McNamee, McQuade*, 
Milne*, Molloy*, Monteith* (7.39 pm), Quinn*, Wilson 

 
Officers in   Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place 
Attendance   (SD: C&P) 

Mr Gordon, Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and  
    Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) 
    Ms Linney, Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV)** 

Mr McCreedy, Strategic Programmes Service Manager 
(SPSM) 
Ms McKeown, Tourism Service Manager (TSM) 
Ms Spence, Economic Regeneration Service Manager 
(ERSM) 
Miss Thompson, Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
Others in   Deputation: The Executive Office – Ending Violence 
Attendance    Against Women and Girls 
    Ms Archbold and Ms French and Ms McCarthy 
 
 
*   Denotes Members present in remote attendance 
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
          
The meeting commenced at 7.02 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black welcomed everyone to the meeting and those watching 
the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor Black in introducing the meeting 
detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of the committee 
by referring to Annex A to this minute. 
 
 D001/25 Notice of Recording  
 
This meeting will be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast on the Council’s You 
Tube site. 
 
D002/25 Apologies 
 
Councillor Forde. 
 
 
 



 

2 – Development Committee (16.01.25) 

D003/25 Declaration of Interests  
 
The Chair, Councillor Black reminded Members of their responsibility with regard to 
declaration of interest. 
 
Councillor F Burton declared an interest in Agewell as noted in PCSP Minutes 
attached to item 6 – Development Report. 
 
D004/25  Chair’s Business 
 
None. 
 
D005/25 Deputation – The Executive Office – Ending Violence Against 

Women and Girls 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black welcomed the representatives from The Executive Office 
to the meeting and invited them to make their presentation (Appendix 1).   
 
Ms Archbold highlighted that Ending Violence Against Women and Girls is a priority 
within the Programme for Government which emphasises the level of importance in 
dealing with this issue.  The presentation focussed on the Ending Violence Against 
Women and Girls Strategic Framework 2024-2031 and Delivery Plan 2024-2026 and 
outlined the three key priorities at the moment which are the Change Fund, 
collaboration with other sectors and campaign work.  Ms Archbold also spoke with 
regard to embedding Ending Violence Against Women and Girls within the work of 
Council and wider partnerships. 
 
Councillor Clarke joined the meeting during the presentation. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black thanked Ms Archbold for the presentation and sharing the 
important message.  The Chair stated that the presentation highlights there is a major 
problem in society which needs to be tackled and referred to the schemes which have 
been put in place at grassroots level to try to change culture and behaviours.  The 
Chair stated that this is an important issue and that everyone needs to work together 
to try to move in the right direction within society. 
 
Ms Archbold stated that early intervention with youth is key in trying to make their lives 
different from that of their parents. 
 
Councillor Corry thanked the representatives for the presentation which she stated 
was very informative and also expressed thanks for the hard work in bringing forward 
the strategy.  The Councillor stated that the statistics since 2020 are shocking and 
anything that can be done to tackle and address these issues is to be welcomed.  
Councillor Corry referred to the Raise Your Voice training which Members undertook a 
couple of years ago which was helpful in establishing what is inappropriate in 
relationships and behaviours.  The Councillor felt it is important to include as many 
groups in the local area to work together to tackle this issue. 
 
Councillor Buchanan asked how the UK compares to other countries in relation to 
violence against women and girls. 
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Ms Archbold advised that the femicide rate in Northern Ireland is one of the worst in 
Western Europe.  Ms Archbold stated that the overall rate of domestic violence in 
Northern Ireland is around the global average and that statistics are similar to those in 
Republic of Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales but that it is not the lowest.  Ms 
Archbold also highlighted that Northern Ireland is the last of the jurisdictions to have 
an Ending Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy. 
 
Councillor Wilson stated that one of the biggest influencers currently is social media 
and that this is not mentioned within the presentation.  The Councillor stated that the 
tech giants do not appear to be doing anything to tackle these issues and felt it is one 
of the downsides of technology.   
 
Ms Archbold stated that whilst the issue of social media is not headlined it is detailed 
within the Strategic Framework.  Ms Archbold stated that work was ongoing with 
Ofcom and how they can help and also equipping teachers and youth group leaders 
with material on how they can tackle behaviours.  Ms Archbold stated that there is also 
a tech challenge programme which provides funding to businesses which are trying to 
develop solutions to online/social media issues. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to the number of women’s lives lost especially during 
Covid.  The Councillor also spoke in relation to the work of the PCSP in schools in 
tackling inappropriate behaviours and that a lot of work is targeted towards younger 
people.  Councillor F Burton stated that this issue also affects older women and felt 
that more work should be done with groups such as Women’s Institute in helping to 
support women who have lived their lives with inappropriate behaviour. 
 
Ms Archbold advised that representatives had spoken at a Women’s Institute 
conference and they were aware that the issues raised could be a lived experience for 
some.  Ms Archbold stated that the Mother’s Union have also made it their mission to 
inform their members about unacceptable behaviour and relationships.  Ms Archbold 
agreed that there is a need for older women to hear the message but that older 
women also have a power in this area which should be tapped in to.  Ms Archbold 
highlighted that future work included a deep dive into the needs of rural women 
including older women. 
 
Councillor Quinn stated that this subject was debated at the Assembly on Monday.  
The Councillor highlighted the steps being taken by a woman who had been in contact 
with him when they are out running, steps which he was sure are the same for a lot of 
women but that as a man he did not have to think about.  Councillor Quinn stated that 
the North of Ireland is one of the most dangerous places in Europe to be a woman and 
that this is a damning indictment of society and that education is vital.  The Councillor 
stated that something drastic has to be done and that the presentation outlines the 
right path but that a lot more work is needed.   
 
Councillor Monteith joined the meeting at 7.40 pm. 
 
Councillor Molloy stated that some excellent points had been raised during the 
presentation and in discussion tonight.  The Councillor referred to the previous 
comments in relation to social media and felt there is a need to educate young men on 
healthy relationships.  Councillor Molloy also referred to women in public office who 
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are subject to horrendous abuse online and that it is incumbent on everyone to call it 
out when it is seen or heard as such behaviour is enabled if it is let go. 
 
Councillor Corry asked for a copy of the presentation. 
 
Ms Archbold stated that she was happy to share the presentation and that further 
information could be found within the Strategy.  Ms Archbold stated that the day to day 
perception of the threat of harm makes women live smaller lives.  Ms Archbold also 
stated that the abuse of elected representatives and calling this out is absolutely 
necessary but highlighted that such a behaviour is also a threat to democracy and is 
taken seriously and referred to within the Strategy. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black thanked the representatives for their attendance and 
presentation and keeping this important issue on the agenda.   
 
Ms Archbold, Ms French and Ms McCarthy withdrew from the meeting at 7.45 pm. 
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
D006/25 Development Report 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: DEV) presented previously circulated 
report which sought approval for the following –  
 

• Refugee and Asylum Support Programme  
• Good Relations Plan – TEO Additional Funding  
• Development Department - Update 

 
Councillor Monteith referred to the refugee programme and stated that a number of 
local people are involved in the Gaza Paediatric Care Initiative.  The Councillor 
advised that a local Doctor has taken the lead in this initiative.  Councillor Monteith 
stated that the World Health Organisation is asking for countries that are willing to take 
children and provide paediatric care for them as the health care system in Gaza has 
been decimated.  The Councillor stated that a number of children have already arrived 
in Ireland with more to come, this includes their families who can stay until the child’s 
health situation is dealt with.  Councillor Monteith proposed that the local group of the 
Gaza Paediatric Care Initiative be invited to present to a future Committee meeting to 
explain what they are doing and how Council can help. 
 
Councillor Corry seconded Councillor Monteith’s proposal.  The Councillor stated that 
the Gaza Paediatric Care Initiative had recently held a fundraiser in Ballinascreen and 
that she was aware that there are a number of local medics who are involved and are 
doing a lot of good work for children from Gaza. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to invite local group of Gaza 

Paediatric Care Initiative to present to future Committee meeting. 
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Councillor McNamee proposed the report recommendations and welcomed the 
Refugee and Asylum Support Programme. 
 
Councillor Gildernew seconded Councillor McNamee’s proposal. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to –  

• Approve the Refugee and Asylum Support Programme.  

• Approve the Good Relations Plan – TEO Additional Funding. 

• Note the Development Department - Update. 
 
D007/25 Sport NI Community Planning Investment Programme  
 
The Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) presented 
previously circulated report which provided update on the 2024/25 Sport NI 
Community Planning Investment Programme and outlined the list of activity approved 
for funding by Sport NI. 
 
Councillor McNamee proposed the recommendation, the Councillor stated that a busy 
programme has been outlined and welcomed the funding. 
 
Councillor Corry seconded Councillor McNamee’s proposal and was pleased to see 
the number of projects outlined for rural locations and intergenerational groups.  The 
Councillor asked if the Cancer Intervention Programme is going to tie in with the Move 
More Programme or if it was two separate projects. 
 
The AD: HL&W advised that the Cancer Intervention Programme will tie in with and 
supplement the existing Move More Programme.  The AD: HL&W advised that a 
number of projects will be run in partnership with community groups and that this will 
help to develop further capacity and activity. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to note the contents of the report and 

due to the Sport NI deadline, give retrospective approval for the signing 
of the Sport NI Community Planning Investment Programme Letter of 
Offer as enclosed within the appendix to the report. 

 
D008/25 PEACEPLUS funding for Clean Air 
 
The Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) presented 
previously circulated report which sought approval for the development of a proposal 
to submit a multi-agency application for PEACEPLUS funding under Theme 6, 
Investment Area.  This focus of this call is: Cross-Border Strategic Planning and 
Engagement on the Issue of Clean Air. 
 
Councillor Monteith proposed the recommendation although he stated he was 
sceptical in relation to what benefit there will be for the people who live in areas that 
are currently above the recommendations regarding air quality emissions.  The 
Councillor stated there are two areas within the District which have consistently come 
in above the limit and there does not seem to be a plan nor the power to deal with 
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those issues.  Councillor Monteith stated he felt monies would be better spent grant 
aiding the houses to make them more airtight or on air filtration systems. 
 
Councillor McNamee seconded Councillor Monteith’s proposal. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve the development of a 

proposal to submit a multi-agency application for PEACEPLUS funding 
under Theme 6, Investment Area as outlined in section 3.2 of the report. 

 
D009/25 Economic Development Report - OBFD 
 
The Economic Regeneration Service Manager (ERSM) and Tourism Service Manager 
(TSM) presented previously circulated report which provided update on -  
 

• Association of Town Centre Management – Membership Renewal  

• Taste Mid Ulster Restaurant Week 2025 
 

Proposed by Councillor Buchanan  
Seconded by Councillor Wilson and  

 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council –  

Association of Town Centre Management - Membership Renewal -  
To approve renewal of Council’s ATCM membership (January 2025 – 
January 2026) at a cost of £645 (excluding VAT). 
Taste Mid Ulster Restaurant Week 2025 -  
To approve budget of £10,000 for the delivery of Taste Mid Ulster 
Restaurant Week from 10 to 16 March 2025. 

 
 
Matters for Information  
 
D010/25 Minutes of Development Committee held on 4 December 2024 
 
Members noted Minutes of Development Committee held on 4 December 2024. 
 
Councillor Wilson asked for an update in relation to the bridge replacement at Lough 
Fea. 
 
The AD: HL&W advised that prior to Christmas the Environment Committee approved 
the tender award for the appointment of the contractor and that tender award has now 
been issued.  The AD: HL&W stated that the relevant equipment is now on order and 
under construction and that the anticipation is that by the end of Spring that the bridge 
will be operational again.  The AD: HL&W stated he would seek up to date schedule 
and would circulate to Cookstown DEA Members. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to previous presentation by Shopmobility and update 
received at Council that they had received some money to tide them over.  The 
Councillor referred to Community Transport and Agewell who have both been at crisis 
point in the past and now Shopmobility is in a similar situation and she felt it is 
important to engage before getting to that point as they all provide a frontline service 
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especially in rural areas.  Councillor F Burton stated that Council should remember 
that a large section of the population are aged, with disabilities and live in a rural area 
and that Council should support these groups in any way it can. 
 
The Strategic Director of Communities and Place (SD: C&P) stated that following the 
presentation by Shopmobility at the last Committee meeting officers committed to 
meet with Shopmobility and provide support with conversations with other sectors 
regarding funding.  The SD: C&P stated that the focus at the time was on the funding 
crisis but he highlighted that the option remains open for Council to facilitate a meeting 
to help Shopmobility engage with the relevant sectors in terms of longer term funding. 
 
Councillor McNamee stated that he had outlined at the Council meeting that the 
Minister had secured more funding for Shopmobility to keep them afloat until the end 
of the financial year.  The Councillor stated that Shopmobility are currently engaging 
with the Health Minister and DfI Minister and other organisations in order to try to get a 
way forward in terms of funding prior to the end of the financial year.  Councillor 
McNamee concurred with Councillor F Burton’s comments. 
 
D011/25 Implementation of a new approach to food standards regulation by 

District Councils in Northern Ireland  
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the 
implementation of a new approach to food standards regulation by District Councils in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
D012/25 Corporate Events 2024 Update 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the corporate 
events programme from September 2024 to December 2024. 
 
D013/25 Economic Development Report - OBFI 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the following 
key activities –  
 

• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) Minutes 25.10.24 

• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) Annual Report 2023-2024 

• A5/N2 Cross Border Committee Update 

• Mid Ulster Enterprise Week - Evaluation 
 

 
The live broadcast ended at 8.01 pm. 
 
 
Local Government (NI) Act 2014 – Confidential Business 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by Councillor Burton and  
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Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local 
Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public in accordance with 
Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 
that Members of the public be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst 
members consider items D014/25 to D019/25. 

 
 Matters for Decision 

D014/25 Tender for the Social Supermarket Programme 
D015/25 Renewal of media licenses at Seamus Heaney HomePlace 

Exhibition  
D016/25 Letter of Offer MUSA Multi Facility Fund Programme  
D017/25 SHHP Bellaghy Bawn Writers Residency Project 
D018/25 Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) Action Plans: 

2025-26 and 2026-27 
 

  Matters for Information  
D019/25 Confidential Minutes of Development Committee held on 4 

December 2024 
 

D020/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7pm and ended at 8.13 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair  ________________________ 
 
 
 

   
 

Date _________________________ 
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Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 
Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 
issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 
raised until observed by an Officer or myself  

 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 
turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to 

 

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 
using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 
roll call of all other Members in attendance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


