Appendix A: Summary Information on the process to develop the Pitch and Recreational Spaces
Five Year Strategic Plan.

During this process, the project team carried out detailed visits and assessments on all Council
operated sites relating to association football, bowls, gaelic games, hockey and rugby and have
focused on current condition/quality, location, size, usage profile, accessibility and ancillary facilities
(ie. changing provision).

Arising from these visits, in terms of Council ownership/responsibility, it has been established that
there are:

e 38sites; 55 pitches (35 grass, 17 Artificial Turf Pitch (ATP’s), 3 shale)
e 16 Multi Use Games Areas (MUGA’s)
e 4 Bowling Greens

An extensive process of consultation was carried out with individual Council Officers, Council elected
members, national governing bodies of sport (NGBs), and sporting clubs. In addition, four public
consultation events took place alongside a comprehensive survey being issued.

Public focus groups:

e Magherafelt, 7th June (25 attendees)

e Cookstown, 8th June (8 attendees)

e Dungannon, 9th June (25 attendees)

e Cookstown, 27th September (19 attendees)

The focus groups sought to establish the attendees views on:

e Quality of council’s pitches / changing accommodation
o Need for Council pitches

e Sports development aspirations

e Future need for facilities

e Open discussion

During this period, a comprehensive survey was commissioned and promoted via social media,
website along with targeted emails to relevant Council distribution lists. A number of stakeholder
interviews also took place to include the Education Authority. The survey sought to establish
clubs/groups and schools views on:

e Training and match facilities

e Membership and usage profile
e Teams profile

e Leagues/competitions

e Match and training venues

e Demand, pitch quality, leases
e Attitude to synthetic surfaces
e Development plans

The survey engagement was extremely high with 87 of the 89 District’s clubs and 18 of the Districts
20 post primary schools submitting a return:



No of Survey

Sport No of Clubs % Returns
Returns
Association Football 31 29 94%
Gaelic Games 47 47 100%
Rugby 3 3 100%
Hockey 3 3 100%
Lawn Bowls 5 5 100%

Various workshops were arranged for elected Members during this process - 25th October 2021 and
also workshops within each of the 7 DEA’s during late August/early September 2022.

Inspection Findings

During this process, the project team carried out detailed visits and assessments on all Council
operated sites relating to association football, bowls, gaelic games, hockey and rugby and focused
on current condition/quality, location, size, usage profile, accessibility and ancillary facilities (ie.
changing provision).

e 38 Council sites; 55 pitches (35 grass, 17 ATP, 3 shale)

e  Grass Pitch Ratings: Good 16; Standard 13; Poor 5

e Grass Pitch Dimensions: 40 full/youth size; 15 small size

e Changing Facilities Ratings: Good 7; Standard 13; Poor nil

e 4 Council Bowling Greens (7 Bowling Clubs) - Condition of playing surfaces generally
satisfactory.

e 2 x pavilions in need of immediate investment

e 16 MUGAs - Small — 18m x 10m; Big 60m x 30m - Surfaces mostly bitmac (Ratings: Good 4;
Satisfactory 8; Poor 4)

Surveys Findings

The survey of sports clubs presented an opportunity to obtain a profile of participation across the
five sports in terms of numbers of clubs, teams and players, as follows:-

Table 1.1: Clubs and Teams

Male Female Totals
No of % of
Sport
Clubs | Teams % Teams % Teams | Total
Teams

Association Football 31 201 25 31 6 232 18
Gaelic games 47 514 64 393 80 Qo7 70
Rugby 3 63 8 5 1 68 5
Hockey! 4 21 2 60 12 81 6
Lawn Bowls? 5 5 1 2 1 7 1
Totals a0 804 100% 491 100% 1,295 100%




The surveys commissioned during 2021 revealed at that point in time there were 13,555 male
players and 7,278 female players across the five sports, giving a total of 20,833 players in these
sports within the club environment. The breakdown was as follows:-

Table 1.2: Players by Sport

Male Female Totals
Sport Junior | Adult | Junior | Adult Players % of Total

Players

Association Football 2,464 1,142 414 71 4,091 20
Gaelic games 5,841 | 2,732 | 4,312 | 1,463 | 14,348 69
Rugby 623 310 124 27 1,084 5
Hockey 158 150 610 190 1,108 5
Lawn Bowls 3 132 2 35 172 1
Totals | 9,089 4,466 5,462 1,786 20,803 100%

It was considered important to prepare and present an inventory of all pitches for the five sports
under consideration — multi use games areas are addressed separately. The following summary
shows there are 212 ‘pitches’ across the five sports:-

Table 1.3: Summary of All Pitches

Grass ATP Shale Totals
Sport Full | Small Full | Small | Full | small Ne %
Association Football 41 4 9 3 - - 57 27
Gaelic Games 74 37 3 8 - - 122 57
Rughby 15 2 - - - - 17 8
Hockey - - 6 - 2 4 12 6
Lawn Bowls 3 - 1 - - - 4 2
Totals | 133 43 19 11 2 4 212 100%

Table 1.4 below presents a breakdown of the ownership of pitches by sport, type and ownership:-

h 4: O X A
Ownership Grass ATPs Totals
Assoc | Gaelic Lawn | Assoc | Gaelic Lawn Hockey

Foothall | Games Rugby Bowls | Foothall | Games Rugby Bowls '::::;— Astro | Shale | No o
Club/Community 9 88 ] 0 3 9 0 1 1 0 0117 55
Education 7 15 10 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 6 46 22
Mid Ulster DC 27 5 1 3 4 2 0 0 0 1 0| 43 20
Leased from Mid 3
Ulster DC 2 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 b
Totals 45 111 17 3 12 11 0 1 1 5 6212 | 100%




