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Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 28 November 
2024 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means 
 
 
Chair Councillor McConnell 

 
Members Present Councillors Bell, W Buchanan*, F Burton, J Burton, Cahoon, 

Carney, Clarke, Corry, Cuthbertson, Forde, Gildernew*, Graham, 
Groogan, Johnston, Kelly, Kerr, Martin*, McAleer, McElvogue, 
McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McLernon, McNamee, D 
McPeake, McQuade, Molloy, Monteith, Milne*, Mullin, Robinson, 
Quinn, Totten, Varsani and Wilson 

 
Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive 
Attendance Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD:C&P) 
 Ms Campbell, Strategic Director Environment (SD: Env) 
 Ms Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational Development 

Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP)** 
 Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement 

(HoSSE) 
 Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational  
 Development Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP) 
 Mr O’Hagan, Head of ICT 

Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager 
 
Others in Deputation: NI Water 
Attendance  

 
Dr Stephen Blockwell, Head of Investment Management, 
Engineering & Sustainability Directorate 

Roy Mooney, Pre-Developments Manager, Customer and 
Operations Directorate 

 

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance 

** Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
 
The meeting commenced at 7 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.  
 
 
C220/24 Notice of Recording 
 
Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast 
on the Council’s You Tube site. 
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C221/24 Apologies 
 
Councillors Black, Brown, J Buchanan, S McPeake and Mullin  
 
C222/24 Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell reminded Members of their responsibility regarding 
declarations of interest. 
 
Councillor Kerr declared an interest in agenda item 12 Social Supermarket Programme 
as a member of Coalisland Food Bank. 
 
Councillor J Burton declared an interest in Planning P141/24 Chair’s Business Agenda 
item 5.25 LA09/2024/1006/F Retention of agricultural building for general farm storage 
purposes access and ancillary site works at lands approximately 20m SE of 20 
Reaskcor Road, Castlecaulfield, Dungannon.   
 
C223/24  Chair’s Business 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said, “there has been some 50 events thus it has  
been incredibly busy since our last Council meeting. The Deputy Chair and I have 
participated in the Council’s Halloween events held at the end of October, and 
Christmas events held this weekend past – with more to come in Maghera and 
Coalisland next weekend.   I’d like to say a word of thanks to all the staff involved in the 
delivery of these events. There are months of work involved behind the scenes, and on 
the night, staff come together from across the Council to make sure that everyone 
safely enjoys everything, so job well done to all.  I was also pleased to welcome the 
Secretary of State, the Right Honorable Hilary Benn MP to Cookstown, not once but 
twice, latterly alongside our First Minister and deputy First Minister and other 
distinguished guests to sign the Heads of Terms for the Mid South West Growth Deal. 
This really is a good news story for our district. The development of exciting projects 
including the A29 Cookstown Bypass and Desertcreat Green Innovation Park will help 
to unlock our economic potential, promote regional balance, and contribute to a bright 
future for Mid Ulster. 
 
Meanwhile, a staggering total of 1,300 people attended events as part of Enterprise 
Week, availing of free online and in-person events focusing on how to help businesses 
‘Create, Connect, Inspire’ to get ahead in today's ever-evolving economic landscape. 
This year’s turnout is the highest since we first launched the week back in 2019. Mid 
Ulster Enterprise Week continues to deliver for and support our small business sector. 
Speaking of that enterprising spirit, Christmas is by far one of the busiest times of the 
year for town centres and as in previous years, we want to make shopping easy, 
accessible and affordable for those who are supporting our local economy, shops and 
traders.  
 
Once again, our 10p parking promotion will assist with this. Reduced parking will help 
our residents take time and enjoy what our town centres have to offer this Christmas, 
without the worry of costly parking while doing their Christmas shopping, so I encourage 
everyone to support local this festive season.  
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Finally, I would like to acknowledge the hard work of officers during the flooding that 
occurred in Coalisland last weekend for the support that they gave to residents and 
businesses on the ground, in particular to our staff in Community Development and 
Technical services teams, in helping at the scene, providing temporary shelter, and 
assisting with emergency accommodation. Our Environmental Health team is 
continuing to support those affected by flooding throughout the district at this incredibly 
difficult time through the Scheme of Emergency Financial Assistance and I encourage 
those affected to contact the team if you haven’t already. It has been a very hectic busy 
month but very worthwhile.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell invited Cllr Cahoon to speak on two items. 
 
Councillor Cahoon said, “As the Council’s representative for the Reserve Forces and 
Cadets Association and Veteran’s Champion for the District, I would like to place on 
record our thanks to Danny Kinahan for his time as Veterans Commissioner for 
Northern Ireland. Veterans throughout the whole of Northern Ireland recognise the 
commitment that Danny displayed during his tenure, and he served Veterans with 
genuine integrity.  I was very pleased to welcome Danny and his team to events hosted 
in Mid-Ulster.  The creation of the NI Veterans Commissioner flowed from the New 
Decade New Approach Agreement. The DUP pressed for the creation of this post to 
ensure that veterans here in Northern Ireland had a voice who could specifically 
articulate their unique needs and the issues they face.  Danny’s recent departure was a 
blow to veterans, and alongside issues such as the closure of the Veterans Support 
Office, veterans may feel they are not treated the same as their counterparts in the rest 
of the UK.  It has been great to see the recruitment process for a new Commissioner 
progress over the past number of weeks and that confirmation has been given that an 
appointment will be made before the end of the year. It is vital that a new Commissioner 
can be in post as soon as possible and that they have the independence and support to 
do the job effectively.  In the interim, the team in the Commissioner’s office have been 
doing a fantastic job and continue to support Veterans across NI.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with them.”   
 
Councillor Cahoon spoke of Remembrance Sunday and said, “Throughout the month of 
November we have stopped to remember the sacrifice made by thousands of brave 
men and women during the Great War, the Second World War and subsequent 
conflicts around the world.  We remember that the rights we have, the freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, and the right to free elections and democracy came at a 
colossal human cost.  I was humbled to attend many Acts of Remembrance across the 
district and commend those who so diligently organise these events with such dignity 
and respect. To everyone involved, we offer our heartfelt thanks. Thank you for being 
there, carrying the torch and reminding us all of the importance of remembrance of, and 
compassion towards, those who have served us.  In 2024, we particularly remember 
the events of 1944, which was a pivotal year in world history with the D-DAY landings.  
We remember too those who served in other theatres of war around the globe in Korea, 
Congo, Borneo, Northern Ireland, Iraq, Cambodia, Balkans, Sierra Leone, Afghanistan.   
 
Sadly, for many Remembrance Day also reminds them of more recent hurt, loss and 
trauma.  During Operation Banner, over 1400 British Military personnel died in the 
longest continuous deployment of British Armed forces in history.  There are many 
Ulster Defence Regiment and Royal Irish Regiment Veterans living in NI, living in the 
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area where they saw combat operation. We will not allow their sacrifice and service to 
be sullied by the re-writing of history.  Whilst others laud the terrorists and murders as 
‘martyrs’, there are families in every county of Northern Ireland that have never been 
able to move beyond the empty chair or the mental trauma of receiving the dreaded 
‘knock on the door’.  There has been an attempt by the leadership of Sinn Fein to claim 
that ‘there was no alternative’ to the PIRA campaign of terror.  All terrorism was always 
wrong. There was always an alternative. We mourn and remember the loss of all 
innocent life.  In this month of remembrance, we also thank our current service 
personnel and those in the UN Peacekeeping force working to prevent future wars and 
conflict. In the staggering figures and statistics we have of conflict in the 20th Century it 
is important to remember the human lives behind the numbers and the people under 
the uniforms.  
 
I had the pleasure of meeting the family of the late Brigadier John Alexander Sinton 
(1884 -1956) who was a malariologist, physician and soldier.  The Brigadier had the 
unique distinction of being the only holder of a Victoria Cross who was also a Fellow of 
the Royal Society – an organisation whose membership is composed of many of the 
world's most eminent scientists.  Brigadier Sinton was awarded the Victoria Cross for 
the most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty on 21st January 1916 in 
Mesopotamia (what is now Iraq) where he attended to the wounded under heavy fire, 
whilst wounded himself. Although shot through both arms and through the side, he 
refused to go to hospital and remained as long as daylight lasted, attending to his duties 
under heavy fire. In three previous actions, he displayed the utmost bravery. 
Apart from his military career as an army doctor serving in both world wars, Brigadier 
Sinton was highly distinguished in the medical world and achieved international pre-
eminence as malariologist and published over 200 scientific papers on malariology, 
chemotherapy, parasitology, immunology. He truly established for himself a reputation 
of international standing.  His sandfly interest, which may have arisen from constant 
personal exposure to them in the Mesopotamian Campaign, yielded descriptions of 
twenty-seven Phlebotomus species, sixteen of which were new to science. He named 
one after his wife and another after his daughter. Others honoured Sinton by naming 
three mosquito species and one sandfly species after him. His name is remembered too 
in Sinton Halls, a student housing block at the Queen's University, Belfast, where he sat 
on the senate and was a Pro-Chancellor. The Sinton Medical and Dental Centre at 
Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn is also named in his honour.  His long list of honours and 
distinctions is headed by his election as Fellow of the Royal Society in 1946, which was 
largely for his outstanding work on malaria and leishmaniasis. The Egyptian 
Government also awarded him their Anti-Gambia Memorial Medal for his services in a 
malaria epidemic in 1950.   In his retirement years near Cookstown he enjoyed fishing, 
gardening and bird-watching. He died at his home near Cookstown and was buried with 
full military honours in 1956. In an obituary in the British Medical Journal, Col. H.W. 
Mulligan observed that ‘Sinton had an exceptionally quick, receptive and rentative brain, 
and his greatness sprang not so much from his unusual intellectual gifts as from the 
simple qualities of absolute integrity and tremendous industry’. 
  
It has been said ‘“The living owe it to those who no longer can speak to tell their story 
for them.”  In closing, I would like to thank those who keep remembrance alive for future 
generations with dignity and respect.”   
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The Chair, Councillor McConnell invited Councillor Cuthbertson to speak on Chair’s 
business.   
 
Councillor Cuthbertson said he wished to place on record that Tamnamore Community 
Association had received the Kings Award which is the MBE for community groups.  He 
said that since his election in 2013 he had worked closely with the group, he further 
advised that the group had received the award for works carried out during the covid 
period and he extended congratulations to them.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell invited Councillor Wilson to speak on Chair’s 
business.   
 
Councillor Wilson said that all would have heard about the detention of Craig Ballentine 
in Dubai and whilst currently he was no longer under house arrest, he could not leave 
Dubai until a court appearance scheduled for 18 December 2024.  Councillor Wilson 
proposed that Council write to the British Embassy in Dubai to request that they do all 
within their power to secure his release in order that he may travel home for Christmas.  
 
Resolved  That Council write a letter to the British Embassy in Dubai to request that 

they support Craig Ballentine in his quest to secure freedom to return 
home by Christmas 

 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell invited Councillor Robinson to speak. 
 
Councillor Robinson said since Council had last met former councillor, Jim Hamilton 
who had served in the Blackwater district in the legacy Dungannon Council had passed 
away and sent his sympathies to the family. 
 
Councillor Robinson drew attention to the recent Storm Bert and the subsequent 
flooding that had taken place.  He said often storms are reported but they come and go 
but that Storm Bert had been somewhat of a surprise and he had been contacted with 
regard to trees down in his area.  He acknowledged the local farmers who had helped 
clear many roads shared how emergency services had had to carry sheep out of a field.  
Councillor Robinson spoke of Knockmany were there had been 10 inches of water and 
sandbags had to be got from Department for Infrastructure to prevent homes from 
flooding.  He said that the water not flowing through the River Blackwater is causing 
issues and this needed to be addressed with the River Agency.    
 
Councillor McLernon spoke of Storm Bert and said she had witnessed the flooding in 
Coalisland in particular Kings Row.  She shared that this was the fourth time Kings Row  
had experienced flooding and how people’s homes had been destroyed, families had 
been displaced and how in one of the homes a wake had been taken place and it had 
been heartbreaking that the remains had to be removed from the family home.  
Councillor McLernon thanked the Chief Executive and staff who had been quick to react 
and had set up a refuge centre at the Cornmill.  Councillor McLernon said she had met 
with the Minister of Department for Infrastructure and had requested a flooding 
mitigation scheme and concluded that a multi-agency meeting had also been 
requested.   
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Councillor Kerr spoke of the floods and the unprecedented events in Kings Row and 
how every entrance in Coalisland had been impacted, he shared too of the financial 
cost many of the residents who had experienced the flooding would endure.  He shared 
too how the Ferguson family, who were waking the recently deceased Mrs Ferguson, 
had to remove the remains as their home had flooded during the wake.  He said it was 
unacceptable that recent resurfacing works had done nothing to resolve the issues, and 
neither had the public realm scheme.  He said answers were needed immediately that 
he had facilitated a public meeting already but called for Council to facilitate a 
multiagency meeting to which the residents should be invited. 
 
Councillor McNamee concurred with Councillor Wilson’s comments regarding Craig 
Ballentine and said he was aware the First Minister Michelle O’Neill has been working 
on the case.  He emphasised that Mr Ballentine needed to get home for Christmas.  He 
also alluded to Councillor Cahoon’s comments in relation to remembrance and said he 
would remind her that the British Forces had murdered and created carnage in this 
country.  
 
Councillor Quinn concurrent with comments of Councillor Kerr and Robinson in relation 
to Kings Row and said that the stink of the houses with the sewer water was deplorable 
and that the residents had been let down badly.  He highlighted that the Council’s 
response had been excellent and thanked Claire for all her work.  Councillor Quinn 
emphasised that flooding at Kings Row could happen again, it had been discussed 
several times and the residents were sick and tired of it.  He concurred with Councillor 
Kerr’s call for a multiagency meeting with a residents representative present.  He 
concluded that hundreds of thousands had been spent but flooding reoccurred, that 
residents had reported seeing vermin in their homes and a resolution needed to be 
found.    
 
Councillor Burton concurred with comments regarding Jim Hamilton and extended 
sympathy to his wife Jean and the family.  She remarked that her husband had worked 
with Jim in the Blackwater DEA in the legacy Council, and he had always been well 
thought of.   
 
Councillor Burton drew attention to flooding in her DEA as a result of Storm Bert and 
extended her thanks to Aughnacloy Development Association who had assisted at 
McCready Mill where flooding had been horrendous and had impacted a day care 
service which caused a lot of distress to users.  She also drew attention to 
Castlecaulfield where storm water flowed from Annaghmakeown Road onto the Main 
Street and highlighted that on the Caledon Aughnacloy Road a car went through a 
fence at the same location as last year.   
 
Councillor Burton requested that Council write to DfI to reiterate the call for them to 
utilise their power in ensuring private land owners maintain trees to eliminate them 
falling during storms and causing major injury/death.  

 
Resolved  That Council write to DfI to reiterate the call for them to utilise their power 

in ensuring private landowners maintain trees to eliminate them falling 
during storms and causing major injury/death.  
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In relation to the interagency meeting the Chief Executive said that the Deputy Chief 
Executive was leading on the issue and his recommendation would be that Councils 
meets with the statutory agencies first of all to seek answers following which 
engagement would take place with the residents.   
 
 
C224/24 Deputation – NI Water 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed the delegation from NI Water, Mr Blockwell 
introduced Mr Mooney and himself and delivered the presentation.  
 
During the presentation Councillor Quinn left the meeting and returned at 7.40 pm 
Councillor Bell left the meeting at 7.49 pm and returned at 7.52 pm 
 
During the presentation Mr Blockwell said that works at Derryquinn had been 
completed.  At the conclusion of the presentation Mr Blockwell said that although plans 
had been developed both long term infrastructure and a long-term sustainable 
investment programme of £500 m per year would be required and the money 
unfortunately was not available. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell thanked Mr Blockwell for the presentation and 
reminded Members that they had had the opportunity to submit questions prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Councillor Varsani asked what planned actions have NI Water in place to address the 
identified needs in order of priority? 
 
Councillor Varsani said it was difficult not be aware of the challenges being faced, she 
referred to Lough Neagh, the numbers of people on housing waiting lists, one 
development on the Oaks Road, Dungannon where the houses were ready once the 
appropriate water connections were put in.  She spoke of the £39.6m recently granted 
from the Finance Minister to help deliver 1400 social homes and sought clarification on 
what information can be given as to how settlements would be prioritised, if indeed, 
there was a priority list, she highlighted areas such as Aughnacloy, The Loup, Bellaghy 
and Dungannon who had the highest number of people on waiting list.  She said that a 
strategy was needed and sought assurance and information regarding priorities for 
housing across Mid Ulster. Councillor Varsani said she recognised the constraints but 
there is money as recently the British Government had give £3bn to Ukraine, whilst 
people are without housing in what some would call a home country and money should 
be spent on provision of water and waste water in 2024.  
 
Councillor Clarke posed his question, seeking an update on situation with Waste Water 

Treatment at The Loup, to include the age, improvements carried out and current status 

of the Loup system and proposals to upgrade.  He said that nothing had been done on 

the works in a lifetime even since PC21.  Councillor Clarke said there was imbalances 

across the region and it was essential that those most in need are attended to first.   

 
Councillor Johnston asked, what recent measures were put in place at the River Moyola 

following the completion of the recent roadworks to prevent flooding in the Broagh Road 
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area?  She advised that both the Broagh Road and St Malachy’s GAC were severely 

flooded on Saturday past. 

Councillors N McAleer and Robinson left the meeting at 8.00pm returning at 8.02 pm 
and 8.03pm respectively.  
 
In response Mr Blockwell said that in relation to prioritisation NI Water develop plans 
with regulators, look at the assets and prioritise by investment need. He spoke of the 
rigorous plans based on long term water strategy and how priorities are set out but 
there is only a limited pot of money.  He spoke of the ongoing committed contracts, 
rolling contracts, thus so much money is committed, and highlighted how that too 
impacts plans together with maintenance costs and the need for flexibility.  He 
highlighted that NI Water had received £19.1m in the monitoring round and were 
progressing with projects in area of need but not all can be delivered in current year and 
it was very challenging.  
 
Mr Mooney concurred that it was challenging and said NI Water were connecting the 
housing site highlighted in Dungannon and this was a piece of good news.   
 
Mr Blockwell said that there had been £44.4m investment in Dungannon but there was 
still constrictions and whilst they had received more funding they had to look at all 
pending projects.  In relation to The Loup he advised that works had been carried out 
and tank one had been constructed and sample results were good.  He advised that it 
was hoped that the second tank to be constructed would be commissioned in 2025.  He 
said that NIE had been slow and there had been issues with a private land owner but 
hopefully by February 2025 there would be power to the site and plans would be put 
together for a larger upgrade. 
 
Mr Mooney said that there were potential dwellings in The Loup, NI Water were 
currently working with developers, and once the electric was at the site it could be 
established how many more homes could be added but cautioned that the works was 
primarily to keep the works operating not to increase capacity.  
 
Mr Blockwell said that NI Water had to be tactical to get some extra capacity and keep 
assets working to the best of their ability as they simply had no funds to upgrade works. 
 
In response to Councillor Johnston’s question Mr Blockwell said it sounded more like a 
Department for Infrastructure issue but he would consult and revert back to her. 
 
The Chair Councillor McConnell said that Councillor Johnston would endeavour to 
supply more details and thanked Members for forwarding questions. 
 
Councillor Kerr left at 8.08 pm and returned at 8.10pm  
 
Councillor Monteith said it was difficult to formulate questions when Council does not 
receive a copy of the presentation in advance.  He concurred with Councillor Varsani in 
that people should be entitled to know what the decision-making process was and that it 
was not acceptable that despite repeated questions Members do not see the criteria, 
yet suddenly a development gets connected whilst good, it does not provide the answer 
in how priorities are defined.  
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Councillor Monteith raised the issue of the former military mast on The Hill of The 
O’Neill and put on record Council’s disappointment that after the active engagement, NI 
Water totally abandoned the project and left Council high and dry.  He emphasised that 
the mast needs moved and any communications issues could be serviced from 
elsewhere. 
 
Councillor Robinson said as a Clogher Valley councillor he welcomed the investment in 
Ballygawley and Clogher.  
 
Councillor Cuthbertson thanked NI Water for the presentation and said he had 
correspondence from 2023 about Dungannon waste water treatment plant and spoke of 
3 phases of work.  That was enabling, existing assets then the sludge facility, and 
sought clarity if this phased work would still be the case.  He highlighted that there was 
no mention of drainage water and sought clarity if capacity would be increasing.  
 
Councillor Burton said that Fivemiletown was locked out for further development due to 
the sewerage works which although upgraded 15 years ago the local architects would 
say that it was overloaded before the paint was dry.  She alluded to 150 planned 
approvals that cannot be built and that although she welcomed the work in Ballygawley 
and Clogher, Fivemiletown was on the periphery of the district and feels very left out.  
She concluded that it was a growing town and future housing needs needed to be met 
for it to be successful.  
 
Councillor Gildernew said there was frustration with the inability to build houses in 
Aughnacloy, Ballygawley and Fivemiletown and spoke of young people leaving the 
areas in their droves simply because they had nowhere to live.  
 
Councillor J Burton expressed concern regarding the lack of capital investment, no 
investment in drainage and the dire need for investment.  He commented that he had 
seen the update re Oaks Road in the media and spoke of issues regarding water supply 
on the Killyman Road and Far Circular Road in Dungannon.  
 
Councillor Wilson thanked NI Water for the update and sought clarity as to whether the 
upgrade of Cookstown sewage works was to take place 2025/26.   
 
In response Mr Blockwell referred to Councillor Monteith he acknowledged that last 
year NI Water were going to assist with costs for an appraisal but one week later the 
budgets had been reduced and the matter was beyond their control.   
 
With regards to Councillor Cuthbertson’s question Mr Blockwell said that £44.4 m in 
works will make a difference but initially you have to improve treatment then look at 
drainage, that whilst there was an investment plan drainage there was not funds to 
progress. 
 
Mr Mooney said that parts of Dungannon is constrained, and the upgrade will provide 
additional capacity.  In relation to Fivemiletown its currently at capacity, we know it 
needs an upgrade, but it is not PC21 that they are aware of Fivemiletown, we will work 
with developers at this point but don’t have plans to upgrade.   
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Councillor Corry left at 8.20 pm and returned at 8.22pm 
 
Mr Blockwell said that in PC21 there would be upgrade to 23 wastewater treatment 
plants, 12 of which are in Mid Ulster but unfortunately, they did not get off the ground 
there is not much money left and there will be less and it was necessary to focus on 
base maintenance.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell thanked NI Water team for their contributions and said 
it was useful to relay queries.  He also asked that in future if presentation could be 
issued prior to the meeting it would prove useful.  
 
NI Water representatives withdrew from the meeting at 8.20 pm. 
 
Councillor McLean spoke of the death of Mr Jim Hyndman a former councillor in the 
legacy council and expressed sympathy to his family. 
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
 
C225/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Council Meeting held on 24 October 2024 
 
Councillor Kerr sought an updated on C206/24 in relation to the service level agreement 
for gritting of town centres.  He also requested an update on gritting at Coalisland Canal 
walkway. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said the matter would be referred back to Environment 
Committee. 
 
Councillor Monteith expressed concern regarding the lack of response from the 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive and said that the matters raised at C210/24 had 
been important and requested that Council write again requesting responses to 
Members queries. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said this would be followed up.   
 
Councillor Cahoon said she had received a response to her queries but they may not 
have been on the same issue.   
 
Councillor J Burton said that the street gritting had been raised at the Environment 
Committee and acknowledged the importance of the issue.  
 
The Chief Executive clarified that a policy issue had to be discussed at the appropriate 
committee as any movement away from current policy would have cost implications. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Carney 
 Seconded by Councillor J Burton 
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Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 24 October 2024 
(C197/24 – C213/24 and C219/24) transacted in Open Business having 
been printed and circulated, subject to the foregoing were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C226/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 5 November 
2024 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Robinson  
 Seconded by Councillor D McPeake and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 5 November 

2024 (P138/24 – P143/24 and P148/24) transacted in Open Business 
having been printed and circulated, subject to the foregoing were 
considered and adopted. 

 
 
C227/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 7 
November 2024 

 
 Proposed by Councillor McLernon 
 Seconded by Councillor Corry and 
 
Resolved  That the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee held on Thursday 

7 November 2024 (P190/24 – PR199/24 and PR210/24) transacted in 
Open Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
 
C228/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 12 
November 2024 

 
Councillor McGuigan asked for an amendment to Minute:  E234/24 to read,  
page 5 ….........In this case the Workspace group in Draperstown now pay for the 
maintenance of these trees and have recently replaced some of the trees which had 
become damaged at a cost of £30k.   
  
 Proposed by Councillor McGuigan 
 Seconded by Councillor McNamee and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 12 

November 2024 (E226/24 – E245/24 and E257/24) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 
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C229/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 
Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 14 
November 2024 

 
Councillor Monteith drew attention to D194/24 Development Committee minutes 10 
October 2024 and said at the meeting he had raised the issue of increase in on street 
parking and supported same and sought an update. 
 
The Chief Executive said that the letter had been previously issued and officers had 
followed up with the department and were awaiting a response. 
 
Councillor Monteith proposed that Council write and seek an update in relation to the 
extension of on street carparking in Dungannon Town, he said that Council make the 
request in good faith, the traders were constantly asking for an update and the 
Department for Infrastructure were not responding within appropriate timeframes. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Monteith 
 Seconded by Councillor Kerr and  
  
Resolved That Council write to DfI seeking update with regard to letter sent in July 

in relation to 2 hour parking request for on street parking in Dungannon 
Town. 

 
Councillor Molloy supported Councillor Monteith’s proposal and said the first letter had 
been sent when he had held the position of Chair, and it was in bad faith for the 
Department not to respond and there must be some reason. 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson said he had not seen it in writing but thought that Council had 
been asked by DfI to clarify if there were objections to the extension to carparking, he 
said if Council doesn’t do the spade work the process will take longer.  He sought clarity 
as to whether this piece of work was done. 
 
Councillor McFlynn left the meeting at 8.30 pm and subsequently returned. 
 
The Chief Executive stated that he would clarify in due course. 
 
Councillor J Burton said earlier in the year it had been proposed to have café provision 
in Dungannon Park, he requested that an update report be brought to Development as 
it would be an investment in the area and there was need for it. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said this would be followed up. 
 
Councillor Varsani in relation to extension of on street parking in Dungannon to two 
hours said there is no reason why DfI was not responding, that Colm Gildernew MLA 
had raised the issue, and this would be an opportune time to get an answer.   
 
 Proposed by Councillor Clarke  
 Seconded by councillor Monteith and  
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Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Thursday 14 
November 2024 (D184/24 – D196/24 and D199/24) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C230/24 Conferences, Seminars and Training  
 
The HoSS&E sought approval for the previously circulated report on conferences, 
seminars and training as outlined in Appendix A and B of the report. 
  
 Proposed by Councillor McLean  
 Seconded by Councillor McNamee and 
 
Resolved That approval be given to submitted requests for conferences, seminars 

and training as outlined at Appendix A and B to the report. 
 
 
C231/24 Social Supermarket Programme 
 
The SD: C&P presented previously circulated report which sought approval for 
delegated authority for Social Supermarket Foodbank Support.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Monteith 
 Seconded by Councillor McNamee and  
 
Resolved That delegated authority be granted to December Development 

Committee for the approval of the Social Supermarket foodbank 
allocations. 

 
Councillor Gildernew requested that a report detailing the allocation of funding be 
brought to December Development Committee. 
 
Matters for Information 
 
C232/24 Correspondence  
 
Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council. 
 
Councillor Johnston drew attention to the response from the Secretary of State 
regarding the call for an enquiry into the murder of Sean Brown.  Councillor Johnston 
placed on record her disappointment that the enquiry was not granted.  She said whilst 
she would wish truth and justice for all families she could appreciate it would not be 
found yet, she spoke of the labour government and how her hope would have been for 
a better response than that received.  
 
Councillor Groogan drew attention to the correspondence from Fermanagh and Omagh 
District council seeking support for their motion in relation to racism and proposed that 
Council should write and offer support.  She advised she was the Diversity Ambassador 
in Council and was aware of the programme of works fulfilling section 75 requirements 
and stated that Council should lead from the front.   
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Resolved That Council support Fermanagh & Omagh District Council motion in 

relation to racism. 

 
Councillor McLean drew attention to the letter from Ards and North Down Borough 
Council and noted that Department for Communities Minister Gordon Lyons had 
announced a one-off fuel support payment of £100 for pensioners. Communities 
Minister Gordon Lyons has announced his plan for the allocation of £17 million from the 
Executive to mitigate the impact of changes to the Winter Fuel Payment. 
 
Councillor Monteith drew attention to the letter from Secretary of State Hilary Benn and 
said that its content was of no surprise as going on previous track record, conservative 
or labour the government were British and they didn’t wash their dirty linen in public, he 
noted that the ICRIR were not in alignment with human rights.  He further highlighted 
that Declan Morgan had said he would resign but the sound of the resignation is still 
forthcoming.  He said he stood in solidarity with Sean Brown. 
 
In response to query it was confirmed that the meeting regarding GP provision in 
Magherafelt was scheduled for 9 December 2024.  
 
 
C233/24 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council 
 
The HoSS&E provided update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council. 
 
Councillor Burton proposed that Council respond to DfI Active Travel Plan:  Closing 
Date 28 February 2025.  She said that rural spots had benefited in the past and quite a 
few more would like to engage in it.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor F Burton 
 Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and 
 
Resolved  That Council 

(i) respond to DfI Active Travel Plan:  Closing Date 28 February 2025; and 
(ii) approve the draft response to Invest NI Consultation. 

 

 
C234/24 Notice of Motion: Councillor Carney to move - 
 
Councillor Carney speaking on the motion said, “I speak today in support of this critical 
motion calling for the urgent implementation of the Strategy to End Violence Against 
Women and Girls. This is not just a policy matter, it is a moral imperative, a matter of 
justice, and a call to action, to address an epidemic that affects countless women in our 
communities every single day.  One in four women are subjected to domestic abuse, 
sexual violence, harassment or murder. Take a look at the women in this room tonight, 
one in four. Behind every statistic is a woman, someone's daughter, sister, friend, or 
mother, whose life has been impacted or lost due to violence. 
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This violence does not occur in isolation. It is deeply rooted in a culture of everyday 
sexism, misogyny, and structural inequality that normalizes abusive behaviours and 
silences victims. Our schools, workplaces and public spaces must become places of 
safety and respect. This begins with educating our young people about consent, 
respect and equality.  This work cannot be done in isolation.  It takes collaboration with 
victims and survivors and Women’s aid.  As well as this, the strategy must become a 
priority in policing.  The PCSP have issued their policing plan consultation, and I hope 
that people respond positively so that the strategy can be embedded in their plans. 
 
Time is not on our side. Each day that we delay action is another day women are left 
unprotected and unsupported. The Strategy to End VAWG provides us with a robust 
framework, but its success is based on its implementation. We must move beyond 
rhetoric to real, measurable, and transformative change. 
 
Finally, we must consider the cost of doing nothing. The cost is borne by women and 
girls whose lives are shattered by violence. It is borne by communities grappling with 
fear and loss. It is borne by families who must live with unspeakable grief. We cannot 
afford this cost.  The time for action is now.  By implementing the Strategy to End 
Violence Against Women and Girls, by tackling violence at its roots, and by prioritizing 
this issue in policing and community safety plans, we have the power to make our 
communities safer and more equitable for everyone.  I am pleased to see that the 
Council have included correspondence from the Executive Office about the 
implementation of the strategy in the next month’s Development Committee. I hope that 
all members will be supportive of its implementation. 
 
I want to leave you with this thought tonight, the most dangerous in Western Europe for 
women, girls and children, right now in 2024 is in the North of Ireland, in their own 
home. At the hands of men who are supposed to love them.” 
 

Councillor Carney moved the motion. 

 
“This Council calls for the urgent implementation of the Strategy to End Violence 
Against Women and Girls, which must address violence at its roots, tackling 
everyday sexism and misogyny, working with Women’s Aid and other community 
and voluntary organisations and most importantly with those women who are 
victims and survivors and families of those who have been killed. This Council 
supports Tackling Violence Against Women & Girls being a priority in the new 
Policing Plan 2025-2030 and calls on the local PCSP to include Tackling Violence 
Against Women & Girls in the development of the local PCSP plan and works with 
the community & voluntary sector and statutory bodies to deliver on this priority”. 

 
 
Councillor Gildernew seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor McLean said he wished to propose an amendment to the motion, that largely 
the DUP were in support of it but wished to ‘put more beef on the bones.  He stated 
that already far too many women experience violence and harassment with over 
22,403 cases recorded in Northern Ireland, where one is too many.  Councillor McLean 
advised that the DUP had a strong record of driving change in relation to sexual 
exploitation and the Justice Minister had the remit to introduce notices. Councillor 
McLean tabled the undernoted amendment,  
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To insert the following after the word ’killed’:  
 

“Calls on the Justice Minister to outline and implement with urgency, further 

practical measures which can help people escape from abusive relationships, 

including through bringing forward regulations and resources to introduce 

Domestic Abuse Protection Notices and Orders as soon as possible”.  

Councillor Cahoon seconded the amendment and said that actions speaks louder than 
words and the Justice Minister has the power to take action.   
 
In response to the Chair, Councillor McConnell’s question, Councillor Carney confirmed 
she was happy to accept the amendment.   
 
Councillor McFlynn said that the matter was very topical and highlighted many forms of 
abuse such as sexual and misogyny.  She said that figures show a slight decrease in 
Mid Ulster in that there were 1014 instances compared to 1435 in the previous year but 
this was still far too many and said it was a sad reflection that Northern Ireland was a 
dangerous place for women to live.  Councillor McFlynn extended sympathy to all 
victims and spoke of many fears faced by women such as the dinner not being ready, 
or not looking glamourous enough and how victims hide events for years.  She spoke 
of the courage it takes for victims to break free and commended the services offered by 
Women’s Aid.   
 
Councillor McFlynn highlighted recent PCSP events including those to empower 
women, signposting events, crime prevention, positive relationship programme for 
schools, availability of personal alarms and the behind closed doors event.  She further 
advised that the partnership was currently looking at providing self defence classes.  
Reflecting on Councillor Carney’s comments Councillor McFlynn spoke of pending 
funding to role out programmes with the education authority and was emphatic that 
sexist or abusive remarks should not be tolerated and that all should work towards 
filling the gaps especially in getting abusers to courts.  
 
Councillor McFlynn concluded that as it was a health issue also, and society really 
needs to get control of it she would propose a further amendment that Council also 
write to the Minister of the Department of Health. 
 
In response to the Chair, Councillor McConnell’s question, Councillor Carney confirmed 
she was happy to accept the further amendment.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell asked Members to be succinct in their comments. 
 
Councillor Monteith said he concurred with most of what had been said, he praised 
Women’s Aid and said he had been involved on a weekly basis referring women to 
them speaking of the aid and long-term support they provided to families.  He spoke of 
how often there are judgements made on how victims should act referring to the recent 
case of Conor McGregor and Nikita Hand.  He said work needed to be carried out with 
schools and youth groups educating how people should respect both themselves, their 
partners and others.  Councillor Monteith stated he did not have much faith in policing 
especially in reading the ombudsman report in relation to Katie Simpson, when people 
from our district and a journalist had tried to get the powers that be to listen, but it all fell 
on deaf ears.  He highlighted in the case of Nikita Hand the Gardai refused to 
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prosecute. Organisations such as the police right across the world are male dominated 
and misogyny is a real issue.  He concluded that the PSNI in the six counties was not 
fit for purpose.  
 
Councillor Graham said that anything Council can do should be done without delay and 
reminded Members that in  1999, 25th of November was declared as an International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, yet 25 years later, people are still talking, there is widespread human 
violation, stigmatisation and shame surrounding violence against women which takes 
place in all walks of life.  Councillor Graham also spoke of men and boys who also 
suffer violence yet don’t get the same recognition.  Councillor Graham concluded that 
the UUP supports the motion.  
 
Councillor McQuade supported Councillor McFlynn’s amendment. 
 
Councillor Carney thanked Members for their support of the motion and stated she 
looked forward to the day the strategy was implemented in its entirety. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell, sensing no dissention declared the undernoted 
motion carried. 
 

This Council calls for the urgent implementation of the Strategy to End Violence 
Against Women and Girls, which must address violence at its roots, tackling 
everyday sexism and misogyny, working with Women’s Aid and other community 
and voluntary organisations and most importantly with those women who are 
victims and survivors and families of those who have been killed. Calls on the 
Justice Minister to outline and implement with urgency, further practical measures 
which can help people escape from abusive relationships, including through 
bringing forward regulations and resources to introduce Domestic Abuse 
Protection Notices and Orders as soon as possible. This Council supports 
Tackling Violence Against Women & Girls being a priority in the new Policing Plan 
2025-2030 and calls on the local PCSP to include Tackling Violence Against 
Women & Girls in the development of the local PCSP plan and works with the 
community & voluntary sector and statutory bodies to deliver on this priority.  As 
the matter is also a health issue that Council write to the Department of Health to 
prioritise the matter. 

 
 
C235/24 Notice of Motion: Councillor Johnston to move -  
 
Councillor Johnston speaking on the motion said, “Every civil society requires a police 
force to ensure that the laws that are there to ensure the safety and well-being of the 
public are adhered to.  Recently, I’ve had an increasing number of people raising issues 
around anti-social behaviour involving cars and mostly young drivers showing no 
respect for other road users.  We all in this chamber know the consequences of 
mistakes being made behind the wheel of a car.  Unfortunately, ever tightening budgets 
across all areas of public services are having a detrimental impact on so many aspects 
of our lives.  The Police Federation for Northern Ireland upon assessing the recently 
published draft PfG declared it was  “a disappointment of monumental proportions”. 
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It lacks depth and clarity. It lacks any understanding of what officers do on behalf of this 
entire community. In its formal response to the draft PfG consultation, they stated that, 
with declining headcount as well as increasing complexity of demand, the policing 
service is facing a watershed moment and is increasingly unable to keep people safe 
due to workforce levels being at an all-time low. 
 
The 6,358 police officers and 2,344 police staff are well below the levels envisaged in 
the Patten Review or what the parties signed up to in New Decade New Approach.  
This year alone the PSNI has closed 11 station enquiry offices Magherafelt and 
Dungannon included.  They had to seek additional police officers from Scotland in 
response to serious public disorder in relation to the far-right demonstrations during the 
Summer, budgetary restraints have further reduced the number of neighbourhood 
police officers,  
 
it is the last point that is of real concern to me, neighbourhood police are undoubtedly 
essential for maintaining effective local relationships and reducing crime.   
Recent events in Draperstown have highlighted the consequences of reduced 
neighbourhood officers.  The various incidents in Draperstown aren’t unique and every 
small village and town have their problems with both ASB and some with vehicular 
ASBs (VASB’s).  It has been brought to my attention by several concerned residents 
that in Draperstown the roundabout at the top of the town is a magnet for would be 
Lewis Hamilitons.  Car meets are an ongoing issue for the police and I fear they will be 
difficult to eradicate as they tend to move on to another location but we must do 
something in order to ensure that all road users are kept safe and that we certainly 
don’t have any repeats of the incident we saw recently in Draperstown where the young 
drivers had gathered and caused great distress to a family who were sitting up with their 
dying mother. 
 
The most effective way of dealing with this type of behaviour is to have a police car 
present.  These car meets tend to be at weekends and for some reason Sunday seems 
to be a popular night.  If we were to have the police numbers that were suggested in the 
Patten report or even the numbers committed to in the New Decade New Approach 
then policing these incidents wouldn’t be a huge problem.  As it stands Draperstown 
has one neighbourhood police officer.  Given that most areas only have one they have 
to double up to be seen in the area, that really gives us half a police officer as they have 
to share the workload. 
 
In addition to this we all know that drugs is endemic in NI, again not unique to here and 
while I accept that eradicating that issue is almost impossible - keeping the peddling of 
it, on our streets, in plain view, should be achievable.  Again, with the neighbourhood 
police unable to mount a significant presence in our towns and villages they become a 
free space for all types of anti-social behaviour.  A reduction in neighbourhood police 
also reduces the intelligence gathering ability of the police and of course I’m talking 
about the sort of information that can lead to drug seizures. 
 
I wish to point out that most young people try and avoid trouble, and some are just silly 
and immature, often a little ticking off from a police officer is enough to clip their wings 
so to speak.  We aren’t looking for heavy handed policing just community policing as it 
should be in any civilised society.  I really would urge the Justice Minister to reassess 
her priorities, I believe if you fix neighbourhood policing and by that I mean increase 
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their numbers the ripple effect of that will be positive and impact that will have on up the 
ladder will cost-saving  in the long term.  It is important that we as a council highlight the 
negative impact of cutting budgets to frontline policing in our towns and villages and 
that is why I have brought this motion.” 
 
Councillor Johnston moved the motion. 
 

“Council is concerned about the reduced funding to frontline policing which 
impacts directly on their ability to adequately police our local communities. 
 
Council will write to both the Justice Minister and the Executive asking that 
additional funding be made available to support front line policing in our 
neighbourhoods”. 

 
Councillor McFlynn seconded the motion and said it was particularly relevant and spoke 
of the PCSP receiving regular statistics and that the crime rate for Mid Ulster was high.  
She spoke of rural crimes and how at a recent event in Aughnacloy local farmers who 
had suffered from burglaries, shared how they had lost machinery large and small for 
example quads,  how they had shared their ongoing fears and how the lack of police 
patrols had led to an increase in rural crimes, and concluded that the farmers had been 
angry that no one had been prosecuted.  
 
Councillor Kerr said it would be no surprise that he would oppose this RUC/PSNI motion.   
He spoke of how the police carried out stop and search, stalked people, the despicable 
behaviour from the Patton report which was meant to reform paramilitary but there is not 
one complaint about MI5.  He said MI5 was the RUC/PSNI intelligence gathering through 
which they encourage people to become informers many who are drug dealers then a 
blind eye is turned to their behaviours.  He said he was totally opposed to the motion, 
highlighting that even newborn and young children were in presence of stop and search 
tactics and this had long lasting effects.  He said he was opposed to increasing funding 
and instead this money should go to health and public services.  
 
Councillor Cuthbertson said that everyone knows the loss of numbers in policing had an 
impact on fighting terrorism.   He said there used to be two neighbourhood teams but 
now there was only one team, there was less officers, and the only enquiry desk was in 
Cookstown.  He welcomed the fact that the Justice Minister has approved increasing 
officers, and the increase must be continued going forward. He spoke of the increasing 
antisocial behaviour, issues relating to the night time economy, knife crime, rural crime 
and that six police cars covering the whole district was totally inadequate and he was 
happy to support the motion.  
 
 
Councillor Graham said that the current budget restraints leading to reduction in policing 
was alarming and was compromising crime reduction.  She spoke of the increased 
criminal activity and how with out additional funding the police could not be expected to 
tackle it.  Councillor Graham said that the additional funding was essential for maintaining 
public confidence and safety that it was clear funding reductions were negatively 
impacting local policing especially in rural areas were crime rate figures emphasise the 
thefts taking place.  Councillor Graham concluded that the UUP support the motion.  
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Councillor McNamee said that front line community policing needs to be a priority and 
that all are familiar with the horror stories of attacks on women and girls, criminal gangs, 
people trafficking, extortion and these are but some of the crimes the increase of which 
was a result of the underfunding in front line policing.   He stated that the British 
Government had already admitted the underfunding and although the Minister for 
Finance, Caoimhe Archibald MLA, had received additional funding the NI Executive 
budget still falls short of what is required.  He concluded that all need to support the 
Finance Minister and colleagues and that Sinn Féin would support the motion.  
 
Councillor Monteith said they had raised issues about young people who bear the brunt 
of PSNI abuse together with ethnic minorities, a matter which Councillor Kerr had referred 
to previously.   He said the discrimination of working-class young people, children strip 
searched, students laptops being removed from homes as part of raids.  He spoke of one 
lady who writes a letter annually requesting the return of her GCSE coursework which 
had been removed during a raid of her home, a raid which had resulted in no one being 
charged.  Councillor Monteith said many families had lost loved ones and the PSNI 
routinely pay for barristers to stand in the way of enquiries, barristers who are not working 
for free, a motion which states they are stuck for money would receive no support from 
him.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell called for a vote on the motion. 
 
For   32 
Against  3 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the motion carried. 
 
Councillors Cuthbertson and McLean left the meeting at 9.17 and returned at 9.19 pm 
 
 
C236/24 Notice of Motion: Councillor Wilson to move –  
 
Councillor Wilson speaking on the motion said, “the current Inheritance Tax system 
imposes a 40% tax on estate value.  While reliefs like Agricultural Property Relief (APR) 
and Business Property Relief (BPR) have provided essential support, changes to 
thresholds and application mean farmers are now facing disproportionate challenges.  
Farming in Northern Ireland feeds over 10 million people and is a critical pillar of 
national food security but it already is facing immense pressures, from post-Brexit 
trade challenges to uncertainty over veterinary medicines and highlighted that the 
additional pressures come at a time when the agricultural industry is most vulnerable.  
Mid Ulster boasts the second-largest number of farms in Northern Ireland, with 4,393 
farms and an average size of 29 hectares which not only produce food but support rural 
communities, local economies, and generational traditions. He highlighted that a 
disproportionate tax burden threatens these assets and the role of farmers as stewards 
of our countryside. 

Loughry College plays a critical role in developing talent for Northern Ireland's 
agricultural economy and this tax threatens to stifle opportunities for the next 
generation, reducing the attractiveness of agricultural careers and weakening our agri-
food industry's future.  The high value of farmland which averages £13,794 per acre, 
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making local farmers significantly more affected than counterparts in Great Britain and 
how farmers often lack liquid assets, meaning inheritance tax liabilities must be paid by 
selling land or equipment, undermining their ability to continue farming.  Dairy farms, 
which contribute £892 million to Ni's Gross Output, are disproportionately affected, 
with 75% impacted by the new tax rules which could decimate dairy farming, reducing 
production capacity, and threatening Northern Ireland’s self-sufficiency in milk and dairy 
products.  In general, any farm over 27 hectares, valued at £1 million or more, face 
heavy tax burdens that will limit their ability to reinvest, expand, or retain workers.   

Family farms, central to rural traditions and economies, risk closure, further destabilising 
rural communities and depopulating the countryside, reduced farm income means less 
investment in local businesses supplying equipment, feed, and other essentials which 
will harm rural jobs.   A shrinking agricultural economy would also harm rural jobs, from 
transportation and logistics to agri-tourism and processing.  Farmers play a key role in 
preserving Northern Ireland's landscapes, biodiversity, and ecosystems.  Tax burdens 
could lead to land abandonment or development, harming environmental stewardship.  
As the world looks to sustainable food systems, a weakened agricultural industry in 
Northern Ireland undermines our ability to contribute to climate targets and global food 
needs.  Another thing hidden in the budget is a £50 levy per tonne on fertiliser.  
Inheritance tax should not be the policy that drives our farming families out of 
business.  It is critical to ensure that our farmers, who are not only providers of food but 
custodians of our economy and countryside, receive the support they need to thrive. 
This is a matter of preserving heritage, securing food production, and safeguarding 
Northern Ireland's future.  It is important that Stormont confirm what will be ring fences 
as farm support in 2025 as this could go some way to building trust with farmers and 
provide actions to back up the words of support spoken by all parties at the Eikon 
Centre on the 18 November.” 
 
Councillor Wilson moved the motion. 
 

“That this Council recognises the negative impact that is reverberating across the 
Farming and Agriculture Industry caused by the first Budget by the new UK 
Labour Government. 

 
And recognises the added challenges posed by the Budget, particularly the 
changes to Agriculture Property relief, to the continuance of Family farming; 
further recognises the intrinsic value of Farming and Agriculture to regional and 
national food security, and further commits to writing to the Minister for 
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs to call on him to engage with the 
Chancellor at the earliest opportunity and demonstrate his absolute support for 
Farmers affected by this Budget”. 

 
Councillors F Burton and Cahoon left the meeting at 9.20 retuning at 9.22 pm 
 
Councillor Graham seconded the motion.  
 
Declaration of Interest 
 
Councillor Robinson declared an interest as he is a farmer by occupation. 
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Councillor Robinson said the DUP had been going to submit a similar motion but had 
withdrawn, however proposed an amendment, that is, to insert the following text after 
the word ‘…security,…’:  
 

‘is alarmed that the Chancellor has opted not to ringfence farm support budgets 

or uplift levels of funding in line with inflation; calls on the Minister for Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs to bring forward proposals to mitigate the impact 

of these damaging policies on local farms, as well as avoid significant increases 

in food prices; and further calls on the Minister to work with the Minister of 

Finance to deliver an early and concrete commitment to farming families that 

current levels of financial support will not only be maintained and ringfenced but 

increased in the next financial year.’ 

Then to delete all text after the word security in the original motion. 

Councillor Robinson said he had attended the protest at the Eikon Centre when some 
6000 farmers had been in attendance.  He said that the Chancellor had hit with a triple 
whammy and that some 25000 farmers would be impacted, food security and dairy 
production would be impacted and really the role of government should be to stimulate 
growth.  He reiterated that within Northern Ireland especially farmers required support. 
 
Councillor J Burton seconded the amendment.   
 
Councillor Wilson said he was happy to accept the amendment.  
 
Declaration of Interest 
 
Councillor Clarke declared an interest as he is a farmer by occupation. 
 
Councillor Clarke said that family farms were the backbone of the district and that they 
contribute to biodiversity, sustainability, the economy and was a way of life for many.  
He said that the inheritance tax does not take into account machinery costs.  He stated 
that the agricultural budget should be ring fenced especially in that farms bring farm 
security and jobs to the areas.  Councillor Clarke highlighted that family farms are 
leaders in environmental efforts, they deliver sustainable farming bringing prosperity 
and resilience.  He called on the British government to reverse the decision and said 
that the DAERA Minister needs to secure long term future support as the matter 
eliminates all political divides as it impacts the whole community.  Councillor Clarke 
said Sinn Féin would support the motion  
 
Councillor Quinn said he was not a farmer himself but was surrounded by them.  He 
said that the changes being implemented caused serious concern for Mid Ulster and 
beyond and would bring devastating consequences.  He said the SDLP stood firmly 
with the farmers who were already suffering from the long-term impacts Brexit has had, 
the impact of the removal of ringfenced funding with areas competing for it.  He said 
farmers were the stewards of rural life and that lessons should be learnt from nations 
that supported farmers.  He said it was clear without action the future of farming was in 
jeopardy and that together all should take a stand and secure farming.  
 
Councillor J Burton said that the last few weeks had been very uncertain and 
highlighted that the average age of a farmer was 59 and concurred that young farmers 
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were being deterred from entering the industry.  He spoke of the event at the Eikon 
Centre and said that both the governments in Westminster and Stormont need to get 
off farmers back.   In conclusion, he said that as Fermanagh & South Tyrone had no 
MP active in Westminster Mid Ulster had to rely on those from other areas.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell sensing no dissention declared the motion carried.  
 
 
C237/24 Notice of Motion: Councillor McLernon to move –  
 
Councillor McLernon speaking on the motion said, “I speak to the motion tabled here 
tonight, as our social housing waiting list continues to grow, with the latest statistics 
from the 21 November suggesting this now includes 48,366 households, with 36,741 of 
those living in acute need of a home.  
 
In terms of Mid Ulster itself, we have 2,344 households on the social housing waiting 
list. The number of households with homelessness status across the north is 63.3% of 
our total waiting list.  Over the past year, the number of households with homelessness 
status has grown in every Council area.  In terms of Mid Ulster, we have 1,145 
households living with Full-Duty Applicant homelessness status.  We are facing other 
additional pressures including growing house prices, whereby the average is £180,517 
(up 4% on the past year) and rent affordability concerns.  Average rents in the first half 
of 2023 were £639 in Mid Ulster and this has increased to £693 in the first half of 2024.  
 
Homeless Awareness Week 2024 will take place between the 2nd and the 8th of 
December. It is a chance to highlight the level of housing need and to destigmatise 
homelessness and remember that most people are only one paycheck away.  
 
I want to acknowledge the continued work of Homeless Connect alongside many of our 
local frontline staff who support individuals with lived experience of homelessness, 
including Extern, Depaul, First Housing Aid and Support Services alongside the Mid 
Ulster and South Tyrone Association.  Homelessness is not inevitable. It can be ended 
with collective action and political will.  We need investment in social and affordable 
housing supply, a roll-out of the housing-first model and cross-departmental 
commitment to homeless prevention efforts.  
 
Whilst investment will cost money in the immediate-term, there will be significant 
medium to long term savings, both human and financial – including on emergency 
healthcare, social services and the justice system.  Homelessness is obviously, far 
more expensive to ignore than it is to solve.   It will be important to see the renewed 
Housing Supply Strategy brought before the Executive for approval urgently alongside 
multi-annual budgeting and a proposed timeframe for the revitalisation of our Housing 
Executive.  Every person deserves a good quality, affordable and secure home, 
appropriate for their needs.  I would ask members here to vote in favour of this motion.”   
 
Councillor McLernon moved the motion: 
 

 
That this Council notes Homelessness Awareness Week 
2024; 
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• Acknowledges the growing level of housing need across Mid Ulster District 
Council, whereby as of June 2024, there were 4858 applicants on the social 
housing waiting list, 3199 of whom are in acute need of a home; 

• Recognises the major impact homelessness has for the health and wellbeing 
of those impacted; 

• Welcomes and commends the ongoing work of organisations in the voluntary 
and community sector working to prevent homelessness; 

• Stresses the particular challenges facing rural communities, as Housing 
Executive targets have been consecutively missed over several years; 

• Calls on the Minister for Communities to ensure the homelessness sector 
receives sufficient funding to support people at risk of or experiencing 
homelessness; 

• And affirms that change is needed to increase housing supply and ensure 
greater cross-departmental working in collaboration with local Councils, to 
make ending 
homelessness within our society become a reality. 

 
Councillor Varsani seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor Varsani referring to the NI Water conversation earlier in the meeting that 
many conversations were needed.  She said the motion was asking people to come out 
of silos and work together, she commended Council for offering land and said that if 
people don’t have shelter what do they have.  Councillor Varsani passed on her 
thoughts to those experiencing homelessness. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell advised he had received notice of two amendments. 
 
Councillor Forde said she wished to propose an amendment.  Speaking on the 
amendment she said, “Homelessness Awareness Week focuses our attention on the 
impact that homelessness has on our society.  We want everyone to have a safe, 
secure and warm home.  We know the benefit that this has for people’s health and 
education.  Homelessness is a complex issue caused by an interplay of factors 
including a person’s personal circumstances and adverse factors beyond their control.  
This is not just a housing issue but is often linked with life experiences relating to 
mental health problems, drug and alcohol dependencies and institutional experiences in 
the care or justice system.  The challenge is clear.  The Housing Executive waiting list 
stands at over 47,000 households. Housing has been secured as a priority in the draft 
Programme for Government. We must provide more social, affordable and sustainable 
housing.   This is a complex issue that will require work across the Departments, 
especially Communities, Health, Justice and Infrastructure as we work towards 
increasing the housing supply and making sure those people who need support in 
housing crisis are receiving intervention at the appropriate time. 
 
Representatives from across political spectrums will be aware of the challenge that so 
many are faced with. We have all worked with amazing individuals in the voluntary and 
community sector who work night and day to support people in housing crisis.  We 
know the challenge facing many across the country.  The Chartered Institute for 
Housing has advised that the number of new homes built in 2023-24 was the lowest in 
a decade.  The most recent House Price Index shows that average house prices are 
now 5.7% higher compared to the same period in 2023.  The rising cost of housing 
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property is also having an impact on how people can have access to a home. There is 
an ever-increasing gap between supply and demand.  The infrastructure must be there 
to allow more housing to be built.  It is welcome that the Committees Minister Gordon 
Lyons has set up a Rural Housing Steering Group which includes representatives from 
Department for Communities, Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural 
Affairs, NI Housing Executive, and Land & Property Services. With the overall aim of 
the Steering Group being to explore the barriers to rural housing development and 
develop, agree, and oversee the implementation of a plan which will aim to address 
them. These barriers include availability of land, grant, need, infrastructure, and 
planning. 
 
Councillor Forde proposed the amendment.   

To insert the following text after ‘….experiencing homelessness…..’: 

‘Calls on the Minister for Infrastructure to ensure that the appropriate water 

infrastructure is in place to allow for the construction of additional housing in 

Northern Ireland; Affirms our commitment to working in collaboration with the 

Executive Departments, public bodies and community and voluntary 

organisations to make ending homelessness within our society a reality’  

To then delete all text after  ‘…experiencing homelessness 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson seconded the amendment and said he felt it added to the 
motion and spoke of two individuals he had been dealing with who both had similar 
circumstances, single and health problems and they are both at a disadvantage in the 
current system.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell asked if the amendment was accepted.   
 
Councillor McLernon said whilst she appreciated the amendments intent, she felt It 
distracted from the motion.  She said the motion had been debated by all parties and 
accepted by all in the NI Assembly Monday past.  She concluded that she did not 
accept the amendment.  
 
Councillor McLean said the DUP were not against the spirit of the motion, but concurred 
he felt it brought more to it. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell put the amendment to the vote. 
 
For  15 
Against 17 
Abstain 3 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the amendment had fallen.   
 
Councillor Johnston speaking on her amendment said the SDLP agree with the spirit of 
the motion and their amendment was similar to that of DUP, she concurred with 
Councillor McLernon everyone should have a home.  She said, “The figures for Mid 
Ulster are stark.  Almost 5000 on the waiting list with just over 3000 in acute need.  This 
is replicated across the north with a total of 58,238 on waiting lists, 30,658 having 
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homelessness status.  Interestingly in the Republic where home ownership has been 
one of the issues at the forefront of his general election 1% of the population are on a 
social housing waiting list, compare that to here where 2.5% of our population are on a 
social housing waiting list.  Here in the north, we are, according to these statistics, in a 
much worse situation than our southern neighbours with no radical plans to alleviate it, 
in sight.  
 
The Housing Executive in a recent deputation stated.  “Budget constraints means that 
the new-build home programme for the coming year will fall considerably short of our 
targets, once more widening the gap between housing demand and supply.” 
 
Simply put, not enough houses are being built.  We are all too aware of the failure to 
reach the target of 2000 social houses per year, having only 1403 built this year and an 
expectation that only 1200 will be completed this year.  We are constantly missing 
targets and there are very real consequences for such failings.  The DfC allocated 
£133.4 million in capital funding for housing in this financial year that’s a 38% reduction 
on previous years.  There’s only one trajectory for housebuilding with those figures and 
that’s downwards.  It is incumbent on the communities minister to prioritise housing 
need and to ensure that the homelessness sector do indeed receive sufficient funding 
to alleviate those who are suffering.   
 
I would also add it is incumbent on the Minister for Infrastructure to play his part given 
that there is an inextricable link between housing shortages and the failings of NI Water.   
NI Water has a legal obligation to connect new builds to the water infra structure, 
currently due to the inadequacy of the current funding model they are unable to fulfil 
that legal requirement. 
 
A spokesperson for NI Water has previously said the wastewater system is at capacity 

due to historical underinvestment.  It has said its current budget allocation from the 

Department for Infrastructure is less than levels the Utility Regulator determined 

necessary for both operating costs and capital investment.  An NI Water audit has 

shown that currently there are 19,000 new builds across the north that cannot be 

connected to the water supply and most worryingly for us 12,000 of them are in Mid 

Ulster.  This is a highly disproportionate figure and we as councillors in Mid Ulster 

should be raising the roof on behalf of our constituents!  

 
That report from the NI Audit Office recommended that a comprehensive expert review 
be carried out. Given that a ‘comprehensive review of Uisce Eireann (Irish Water) was 
part of the Sinn Féin manifesto commitments in the south I’m at odds to understand 
why the minister won’t carry one out here.  I have heard his argument that there was 
already a review carried out in 2020, but it was an internal review and many of our 
experts in housing are asking for an expert led independent review. 
 
I accept he has ideas but unless all of the Executive come together on this one, I fear 
his plans will be ineffective in the short term with little impact on the urgent situation we 
are facing.  If we were to take the example of Apex in Derry who in 2022 have built 421 
houses, for which they have 6000 applicants the houses are sitting there uninhabited 
because NI Water who had previously said they would be connected by 2025 cannot 
now give them a date.  Part of the 3-prong approach adopted by the minister is to get 
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the developers to pay.  In Derry the contractors have been given a cost of £15 million to 
connect (up £7 million from the price given at the outset).  That means an additional 
£35,629 per house. 
 
I’m quite sure it is not the intention of the minister to push up the cost of housing but 
that is the very real consequence of these measures.  That reduces the money 
available to these housing associations to build more much needed housing.  This plan 
is not the silver bullet the minister would have us believe it is.  In fact, Mark Spence 
from the Construction Employers Federation believes it is a red herring, he believes it 
creates a two-tier system whereby only the wealthy will be able to afford to connect to 
water.  Surely, we can do better than this.  We all know housing shortages drive up 
house prices and rent, it is irresponsible to ignore the warning signs.  Rent has already 
gone up by 9.1% in the last year, the average price outside Belfast is £849 a month: 
that is not sustainable for householders who are already struggling with the continuing 
‘cost of living’ crisis.  In addition to this we are seeing some of our developers 
expanding into the Republic and GB amid the ongoing planning and development 
issues here in the north at a time when we need them here. 
 
I have no doubt that some within this chamber will raise the argument that there is no 
money, we are not insensitive to the predicament but it for the Executive parties to find 
that money.  I note with dismay that one of the plans for capital raising by the finance 
minister. A plan to remove the rate cap for the regions 8000 odd most valuable homes 
has not in fact made it to the Executive table for discussion and now it is too late to 
introduce it in the next financial year, this is truly shambolic. 
 
There is a saying ‘it takes a village to raise a child’, we could also apply that to good 
governance that looks after all the needs of its citizens.  It will take the combined 
commitment from all our ministers to prioritise housing and the eradication of 
homelessness.  I would urge them to do so and for all of you in this chamber to use 
your influence to encourage your ministers to be that ‘village’ looking after all the needs 
of our citizens and in doing so resolve the housing issue, eradicate homelessness, 
encourage investment, improve our health and importantly deliver on the commitment 
to save our lough.” 

Councillor Johnston proposed the amendment 

• Accepts the inextricable link between connectivity to water infrastructure and the 
dire housing crisis we are in and calls upon the Minister for Infrastructure to 
ensure that NI Water receives sufficient funding to allow NI Water to fulfil its legal 
obligation to supply all new builds with access to both water and sewage 
disposal. 

• calls upon Minister of Infrastructure to recognise the unique position Mid Ulster 
finds itself in with 1200 of the 1900 new builds that are currently obstructed by 
the inability of NI Water to connect them to the water infrastructure.  

 

Councillor Quinn seconded the amendment accepting it was similar to the previous. 
 
In response to question from Chair, Councillor McConnell, Councillor McLernon did not 
accept the amendment. 
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The Chair, Councillor McConnell put the amendment to the vote. 
 
For  13 
Against 17 
Abstain 5 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the amendment had fallen. 
 
Councillor Monteith speaking on the motion said it was timely and stated that there are 
many facets to homelessness, he said it was a very real issue for many and people 
needed to realise what was affordable.  He said it was fine to build but if it was not 
affordable to rent or buy people would be stuck for ever in private renting.  He said that 
affordable and social housing were not the same as many social homes were over £600 
per month to rent.  He said a real conversation was needed around proper and 
adequate rent control, that ultimately homelessness hangs over families as mentioned 
by Councillor McLernon.  Councillor Monteith said Council needs to be at the forefront 
which in many cases it was, as it had highlighted the crisis 10 years ago, but it had fell 
on deaf ears.  He continued stating there was not the appropriate legislation in place, 
affordability was a major issue especially for single people, he highlighted the issue of 
houses of multiple occupation regulations, which locally were managed by Belfast City 
Council, and how everyday you heard of houses being rented out to maybe 5 or 6 
individuals which resulted in young families being forced out.  Councillor Monteith 
highlighted that within planning, targets can be set as to how many of HMO’s are 
permitted, there is opportunities for mixed tenure houses and housing ultimately needs 
to be centred around people living in houses. 
 
Councillor Wilson said the UUP would support the motion that there were over 3000 in 
desperate need for housing and many facing severe hardship.  He said that the NIHE 
targets on the ground were unmet and urgent ministerial intervention was required.  He 
commended the tireless efforts of community organisations who work on the ground to 
help but adequate housing supply is fundamental.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell on the affirmation of consensus in the room declared 
the motion carried.  
 
Councillor McLernon thanked everyone for their contributions and said she was glad the 
motion had been supported.  
 
 
C238/24 Notice of Motion: Councillor Corry to move –  
 
Councillor Corry moving the motion said, “As a party, Sinn Féin welcomed the 
announcement of £20 million of much needed funding for our education system from 
the Shared Island Unit and the Minister deserves credit for identifying and securing new 
funding opportunities.  The issue with this RAISE programme is that it doesn’t give 
poverty and deprivation the weight it deserves when determining what areas are eligible 
for funding and or inclusion, educationalists, experts and academics agree that poverty 
is the biggest predictor of educational underachievement.  We believe that in a system 
with such limited resources, we should be targeting any additional funding to where it is 
needed most, and unfortunately that simply will not happen under the RAISE 
programme.  Instead of targeting areas of deprivation, where we know educational 
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underachievement persists and is most acute the education minister has decided to 
spread this programme geographically and has used a flawed formula to determine 
eligibility. 
 
If the data is telling us where the need is, then that is where the resources and the 
associated interventions should go.  The decision to pursue a greater geographical 
spread through the RAISE programme rather than target resources based on objective 
need is fundamentally flawed.  By trying to achieve a greater geographical spread, the 
Minister is directing much-needed funding away from communities that need it most.  
 
If the goal is to increase geographical coverage why have large working-class 
communities from Mid-Ulster except for Dungannon, all been excluded from the RAISE 
programme. Areas such as Pomeroy, Sandholes, Maghera, Upperlands and Swatragh 
who rank as areas of deprivation.  There are other areas across Mid Ulster including in 
my own DEA of Carntogher that unfortunately rank highly in terms of deprivation and 
yet are not part of the programme.   Fantastic schools like St Conor’s College, Holy 
Trinity, Magherafelt High or St Joseph’s College or my own old school St Colm’s High 
School are in areas that have all been excluded from the RAISE funding despite being 
in areas that scores higher on the deprivation index than other areas that are included 
in the proposals. And yet we have all heard about the prep school charging £5000 fees 
that had been included.  If we are serious about tackling educational 
underachievement, we must accept that poverty is the biggest predictor of educational 
underachievement.  That has not been fully accepted in the design of the programme. 
There is an over-reliance on GCSE data in determining eligibility.  That is deeply 
problematic and runs counter to the concept of early intervention.  Time after time, we 
hear that early intervention is key.  If we are serious about improving the educational 
outcomes of all children, rather than just using buzzwords, the Department should work 
to invest in early intervention through early years and primary-level education to give 
children the very best start in life.   
 
The Minister must go back to the drawing board, what we need is a plan that will deliver 
based on objective need, a plan that will direct funding and target support to the 
children and to the communities that need it most and a plan that ultimately the public 
can have confidence in. So that we can promote the very best educational outcomes for 
all children.  I hope you will support this motion.” 
 
Councillor Corry moved the motion.  
 

“Failure of RAISE Programme in Tackling Educational Underachievement.  That 
this Council recognises that socio-economic background is the biggest predictor 
of educational underachievement; acknowledges that a range of targeted 
interventions across government are required to tackle the issue and give 
children and young people the opportunity to reach their potential; welcomes 
the allocation of over £20 million from the Shared Island fund to help tackle 
educational underachievement; regrets that the resulting RAISE programme’s 
eligibility formula excludes many schools in some of the most deprived working 
class communities; further regrets that, by design, this programme will not 
deliver based on objective need; and calls on the Minister of Education to 
replace the RAISE programme with a new programme which will target support 
to the schools and children that, based on objective 
evidence, need it most”. 
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Councillor Varsani seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor Cahoon proposed the undernoted amendment.   To replace the words ‘.the 
biggest…’ with ‘..a..’ and then After the words ‘..help tackle educational 
underachievement..’ insert:  
 

‘acknowledges that educational underachievement has many factors; notes that 
the RAISE programme is designed to use wide-ranging measures of socio-
economic disadvantage to identify eligible areas and pinpoint investment using 
educational attainment data; recognises that RAISE is a community and place-
based programme rather than a school-based one; welcomes the action taken 
by the Education Minister to tackle the complex issue of educational 
underachievement by launching the RAISE programme.’ 
 

To delete the remaining text after ‘..help tackle educational underachievement..’ 
 
Speaking on the amendment Councillor Cahoon said, “I commend the Education 
Minister for bringing forward the RAISE programme and hope that Members agree that 
anything that tries to address educational underachievement in Northern Ireland should 
be welcomed.  The intent of the programme is to support children and young people 
living in communities with high levels of educational underachievement and socio-
economic disadvantage.  Educational disadvantage is the main driver.  
 
RAISE is a community-informed education programme not a school-based education 
programme.  It will fund interventions to improve educational outcomes for children and 
young people living in areas of disadvantage through joint working across. Schools may 
very well be part of the solution, but not exclusively so.  Any focus on schools that may 
or may not participate in the scheme misunderstands the approach.   Schools are part 
of the community informed approach. Why is that? – because children spend only 14% 
of their time in school and the rest of their time at home or in their community.  
 
Community’s interventions could include programmes delivered through community 
groups, churches or youth organisations.  It is not more of the same or simply meant to 
replicate the £80 million a year directed at schools to tackle socio-economic 
disadvantage.  The programme will deliver interventions that meet the needs of the 
child and the community – with a key design feature being that it is based on where 
children live, not where they go to school.  A list of schools that serve the identified 
localities was prepared to aid early engagement and co-design. This list has been 
misinterpreted as schools that were eligible for, or benefitting from, the programme.  
This is not the case.  No funding has yet been allocated to any school or community 
partner through RAISE. Any commentary that schools have got funding is wrong.  
 
The evidence across the world, of course, shows a close link between social 
disadvantage and low educational achievement. That is why significant funding is 
already targeted by the Department to tackle social disadvantage. The Department for 
Education continues to provide each year, approximately £75 million for Targeting 
Social Need through the Common Funding Formula and £8.1 million through Extended 
Schools to support disadvantage children. Since the publication of A Fair Start Report 
and Action Plan, approximately £16 million has been invested to date in addressing 
underachievement by implementing the report’s recommendations. In addition, £6.2 
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million is being invested in Early Years and £4.5 million in Nurture Groups. The RAISE 
programme is a new approach. Data has been mentioned I agree with the proposer that 
socio-economic background is an important predictor of educational achievement. 
However, it is not the only one, I will give some examples; for boys, having a male 
teacher as a positive role model can have a significant impact. Another is the home 
environment in which a child is brought up. Parental aspirations and attitudes also have 
massive impacts on a child's development and eventual educational achievement.  In 
2022, a study by Dr Erin Early, Professor Miller, Dr Dunne and Elizabeth Nelson 
Gorman was published. Yes, the study substantiated the view that free school meals 
was an important factor, but it found that parental qualifications, particularly having a 
mother or father with no qualifications, were a greater predictor of attainment.   
The independent review of education, based on a thorough review of the evidence, was 
very clear.  Large numbers of schools with a high level of disadvantage in Northern 
Ireland are performing well above expectations in GCSE and A-level outcomes.  In this 
context, therefore, is not the best assessment of educational underachievement found 
by looking at actual evidence of educational underachievement.  
 
The criteria to select the RAISE localities were data-informed, with all areas having to 
meet a threshold of need.  A wide range of data was considered, and seven indicators 
were chosen to identify the localities in which the RAISE programme will operate, 
identifying areas in disadvantage with significant levels of underachievement. Free 
school meal entitlement is tied to only one domain, which is household income. It is 
based on benefit claims, so children from families that narrowly miss the cut-off point for 
receiving benefits — the working poor — may experience similar or greater levels of 
deprivation than some children who are receiving free school meals. In addition, many 
eligible families do not apply for them and therefore may be missing from the estimates. 
The RAISE programme is designed to use wide-ranging measures of socio- economic 
disadvantage to identify eligible areas and then pinpoint investment using educational 
attainment data.  The indicators include Free School Meals Entitlement.  They also 
cover GCSE attainment, pupil absence and the prevalence of Special Educational 
Needs. The indicators also included crime and anti-social behaviour incidents and two 
Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure indicators on Income Deprivation 
Affecting Children and Health Deprivation & Disability, to consider the wider context and 
ensure the programme targets areas with a range of complex needs. 
 
I challenge the proposers of the motion to tell the Chamber which criteria they would 
leave out if they deemed them to be unworthy of inclusion. In any other place at any 
other time, I would have thought it uncontentious to say that the best way to tackle 
educational underachievement is to tackle educational underachievement. Not so in this 
Chamber, it seems. The RAISE programme is a new approach. It is a programme that 
goes beyond the school gate. It aims to complement existing interventions and invest in 
communities that have the highest levels of educational underachievement. It is 
focused on improving outcomes, directly targeting investment where attainment is 
lowest. I sincerely hope and believe that the programme will deliver really positive 
interventions for our children in Northern Ireland.  
 
Councillor McLean seconded the amendment. 
 
Councillor Varsani speaking on the original motion said that in relation to educational 
underachievement poverty is a key indicator and that if you are going to allocate a pot 
that is finite you need to go to area of most needs.  She spoke of her experience of 25 
years in senior management in the education sector and how you should take a base 
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line.  She said if a child comes from a cold house with no food, it is not ready to learn 
and teachers, know when a child comes in from a low starting point they endeavour to 
raise attainment.  She concluded she was not talking about weighting but about healthy 
eating, ethos and encouragement.  
 
Councillor Monteith said that the proposed amendment is a contradiction of the motion 
and thus should not come forward.  He said that the amendment opposed the original 
motion and did not build on it.   
 
The Chief Executive said that this had been considered but there was maybe just 
enough of the amendment on the right side of the motion to allow it on this occasion.  
 
Councillor Corry said she did not accept the amendment.  She said that educational 
achievement is assessed through many factors, and she had highlighted towns left out, 
which was a disgrace as children were being let down.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell called a vote on the amendment. 
 
For  10 
Against 25 
Abstain 0 
 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the amendment had fallen. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell called for a vote on the original motion. 
 
For  25 
Against 10 
Abstain 0 
 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the motion carried. 
 
Councillor Corry thanked all who had supported the motion.  
 
Councillor Carney left the room at 10.20pm returning at 10.23pm 
 
Councillors D McPeake and McQuade left the room at 10.20pm returning at 10.24 
 
Councillor Clarke left the room at 10.23pm returning at 10.35 pm 
 
 
C239/24 Notice of Motion: Councillor Quinn to move –  
 
Councillor Quinn, speaking on the motion said, “I have put forward this motion tonight 
because it is an issue that I know all too well.  This through the experiences of my own 
family and indeed constituents right across our community as I am sure it does for 
many of you here tonight.  As things stand, if a young person in the north has a 
statement of special educational needs – that ends at the age of 19, and with that so 
too does those all-important legal protections and support. This is causing 
immeasurable distress for families; this is creating a void in people’s lives and one 
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where we have heard testimony from people who feel invisible – people who feel that 
the door closes on their lives when they reach this age. Parents and families are at their 
wits' end and living in dread as they countdown to when these protections end. What’s 
worse is the fact that many parents are also not aware that this support runs out at 19. 
 
Legislation here simply does not reflect the need that exists, nor does it address the 
devastating impact on the lives of people and families.  If we look at places like England 
and Wales, when a young person reaches 19, they are entitled to an Education and 
Health Care Plan, which is put in place until they are 25.  This specifies the support 
needed and the outcomes each young person wishes to achieve.  In England, a young 
person can express a preference for a specialist further education college, for example, 
which is then outlined within their Education and Health Care Plan.  This legislation is 
still far from perfect, but it gives young people access to work, college, internships, and 
apprenticeships.  Here in the north though, there is no such obligation to provide 
support, and parents are left alone to search for appropriate provision that simply does 
not exist. We have some incredible organisations out there providing vital support such 
as the Now Group, Orchardville, and Stepping Stones, just to name a few – but they 
are underfunded and constantly firefighting in an attempt to meet the demand that’s out 
there. 
 
The evidence is also there for all to see – there is clearly a rising demand for SEN 
support here in our schools, and with that, we will undoubtedly see increased numbers 
of young people reaching 19 years of age and subsequently being left behind. 
According to recent reports, SEN support requests in Northern Ireland have increased 
by over 20% in the last five years, yet the legal framework has remained static. 
Furthermore, in England, studies show that individuals with access to extended SEN 
support are twice as likely to secure employment or vocational training opportunities, 
underscoring the importance of these legal protections.  By enabling these young 
people to live more independent lives, we not only support them but also strengthen our 
communities through increased participation and contributions.  Something has to 
change.  People deserve better.  These young people with complex special needs 
deserve at the very least a pathway to a life where they can access further 
opportunities, where they can avail of social and educational support, and where they 
can develop further. Importantly, they deserve a pathway to independence and the 
ability to fully prosper as individuals. Surely, this is a basic human right for all. 
To me, this is about much more than legislation – it’s about the type of society we wish 
to be by protecting the most vulnerable. 
 
As a Council, I am aware of our limitations on this matter – but one thing we do have in 
our power is a collective voice, one that is loud and clear in our support for this 
campaign not just today, but every day until we see adequate legislation in place to 
protect people. That’s something we can achieve this evening.  And with that for the 
purpose of this motion, as a council, I wish us to note our concern that no legislation 
providing legal protection for young people over the age of 19 with Special Education 
Needs exists in Northern Ireland, in contrast with England and Wales.  As a Council, we 
commend the tireless efforts and campaigning of everyone connected with the Caleb's 
Cause campaign.  And we will write to ministers for Communities, Education, and 
Health, requesting that the required legislation be enacted to provide legal protection to 
young people here. 
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Finally, let us take a stand for fairness and compassion tonight. By passing this motion, 
we send a clear message that Northern Ireland will no longer allow some of its most 
vulnerable young people to be left behind. Together, we can drive the change needed 
to ensure these young people have the opportunities and the futures they so rightly 
deserve. 
 
Councillor Quinn moved the motion.   
 

“That this Council notes with concerned that no legislation providing legal   for 
young people over the age of 19 with Special Education Needs exists in NI, in 
contrast with England and Wales. Commends tireless efforts and campaigning of 
everyone connected with Caleb's Cause; and will write to ministers for 
Communities, Education and Health requesting that the required legislation be 
enacted to provide legal protection to young people in NI” 

 
Councillor Johnston seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor Bell left the meeting  
 
Councillor F Burton proposed an amendment. 
 

‘welcomes the fact that ensuring appropriate pathways for young people moving 
from education into adulthood is a key theme within the current End-to-End 
Review of Special Educational Needs being led by the Department of Education;  
And, subject to the outcome of that review, will write to Executive Ministers 
requesting that they consider enhancing legal protection to young people with 
Special Educational Needs in Northern Ireland’ 

 
Speaking on the amendment Councillor F Burton said, “There is a clear need for better 
post-19 support and pathways for young people with learning disabilities in Northern 
Ireland.  This has been incapsulated by Alma White’s campaign regarding her 
experiences with her son Caleb.   We know that Alma appeared before the Economy 
Committee in the Assembly on 27th November and notes that Minister Murphy has now 
set up a project team to look into this matter which is to be welcomed.  We look forward 
to seeing the outworking of this review of the existing skills and training provision for 
young people with special educational needs.  The challenge before us is clear. Over 
the last decade, the number of children identified with Special Educational Needs has 
risen steadily to almost one in five pupils.  It is therefore welcome that ensuring 
pathways for young people moving from education into adulthood is a key theme of the 
current End-to-End Review of Special Educational Needs being led by Department of 
Education.  Listening to Alma, it is clear that cross departmental collaboration is key.  It 
is especially in Education, Economy and Health.  Where a young person is passing 
through departments, collaboration is needed, and the appropriate funding has to 
follow.  There is clear political support for this across the political spectrum and it is 
welcome to see ‘Better Support for Children and Young People with Special Educational 
Needs’ included in the Draft Programme for Government. 
 
Councillor Robinson seconded the amendment and said as a parent of a child with 
disabilities and thus knows the challenges faced by many, he said he had watched the 



35 – Council (28.11.24) 
 

footage of the economy committee, and he would support both the motion and the 
amendment.   
 
In response to the Chair, Councillor McConnell’s question, Councillor Quinn said he 
would not accept the amendment and did not wish to wait until the end of a review 
when the motion was to appeal for the legislation to be in place.   
 
Councillor Bell returned to the meeting at 10.27 pm 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell called a vote on the amendment. 
 
For 10 
Against 22 
Abstained 3 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell stated that the amendment had fallen.  
 
Councillor McLernon speaking on the motion said, “I welcome the opportunity to speak 
to this motion tonight.  Sinn Féin recognises the significant efforts of Alma and Caleb's 
dedication to raising awareness and creating a platform for addressing the needs of 
young people with additional requirements post-19 is deeply appreciated.   My 
colleague Linda Dillon was proud to co-sponsor an event at Stormont a few weeks ago 
on behalf of Caleb's cause and join others who share a commitment to meaningful 
change.  Having a nephew with learning difficulties and challenging behaviour I have 
full understanding of the challenges faced by young people with additional needs post-
19, and for far too long, there has been an absence of focus and solutions in this area.  
I know and understand personally the deep anxiety experienced by parents and carers 
about the limited or non-existent opportunities available for their children once they turn 
19. 
 
Sinn Féin is determined to work with all towards creating meaningful opportunities, 
options, and aspirations for these young individuals to help them thrive in their futures 
and are committed to addressing these concerns and ensuring that every young person 
has a chance to engage in activities and opportunities that they enjoy and that bring 
them happiness.  Sinn Féin Minister, Conor Murphy has led on this issue and has 
outlined his plans to improve opportunities for young people with learning disabilities 
post-19.  I commend the Minister’s proactive approach and his calls for a joined-up 
effort across all government departments to improve the lives of children and young 
people with additional needs.  Including the Apprenticeship Inclusion Fund – Worth over 
£600,000, this fund encourages people with disabilities, and those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, and women to take up apprenticeships.  I also welcome the Minister’s 
establishment of the Department for the Economy Task Force to explore options for 
enhancing support for young people with additional needs post-19.  I look forward to the 
progress and outcomes of their work, particularly in creating meaningful opportunities, 
fostering inclusion, and ensuring interdepartmental collaboration to deliver tangible 
improvements in the lives of these young individuals and their families.” 
 
Councillor Wilson said the UUP supported the Caleb Campaign and stated that they felt 
the call on First Minister and Deputy First Minister needs to come across and this would 
be more appropriate for post 19. 
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Given there was agreement the Chair, Councillor McConnell declared the motion 
carried   
 
Councillor Quinn thanked the Members for their contributions and said that all young 
people deserve a pathway to life. 
 
 
Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 
Government Act (NI) 2014.  The public withdrew from the meeting at 9.10pm  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor McAleer and 
  
Resolved That items C240/24 to C218/24 be taken as confidential business. 
 
  Matters for Decision 

(i) Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 24 October 2024 
(ii) Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 5 November 2024 
(iii) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 7 

November 2024 
(iv) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 12 November 

2024 
(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 14 November 

2024 
(vi) Document for Sealing: Easement between DAERA, MUDC and NIE 

relating to underground cables at Mid Ulster Sports Centre, 
Cookstown 

 
C246/24 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 22.38 pm. 
 
 
 
       Chair ________________________ 
 
 
 
       Date _________________________ 
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Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the 
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.   
 
I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we move 
into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  
 
Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 
 
o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless 

invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 
o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 

issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself   

 
o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 

whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining 

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 
o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 

referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 

making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 
Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda – apologies and then a 
roll call of members in attendance.  
 


