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1 Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 
 
 
 

 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the following; 
 

• Community Grant Aid Programme award allocations 2025/2026.  
 

2 
 
2.1 

Key Issues 
 
Community Grant Aid 2025/2026 
Members will be aware that the Community Grant Aid programme opened for online 
applications from 17th January 2025 and closed on the 21st February 2025.  The call 
for applications was across a range of our grant programmes; 
 
Community Grant Policy 

1. Small Development Grant 
2. Community/Sports Venues and Facilities  
3. Strategic Sports 
4. Strategic Arts and Culture 
5. Strategic Community Development 
6. Community Local Festivals 
7. Good Relations 
8. Strategic Events 
9. Pitches Strategy Feasibility Development Grant 
10. School Sports Access 
11. Irish Language Activity Grant 
12. Regional and Minority Languages Bursary 
13. Sports Representative Teams & Individuals 
14. Pitches Strategy Infrastructure Development Grant  
15. Capital Discretionary 



3.0 Main Report 
 
A total of 912 applications were received across all 15 grants programmes, the 
detail of which is attached at Appendix 1. 
 
The total available budget for ‘single call grants’ is £940,000 with a total of £365,000 
available for our capital and rolling grants programme.     The number of eligible 
applications received under the ‘single call grants programmes’ exceed the available 
budget and therefore all group grants were reduced by 5% to meet the budget 
available.     
 
Sufficient budget is available to support all eligible applications under our Sports 
Representative grant, and this grant remains open on a rolling basis.   The Capital 
Discretionary Grant has been allocated until the budget has been fully exhausted.  
 
Pitches and Recreational Strategy Infrastructure Development Grant initially worked 
to an annual budget of £150,000, allocated from the overall 5 year approved funding 
for the strategy.  Similar to 24/25, it is proposed that £50,000 of the overall five-year 
infrastructure budget allocation be brought forward to award the fourth placed 
project, leaving a remaining balance of £350,000 for the next 2-3 years. 
 

4.0 Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 
 

Financial: 
 

(i) Budget allocation to 15 Community Grant Aid Policy programmes 
£1,305,000* (Subject to bringing forward an additional £50k from the overall 
Pitches Strategy infrastructure budget) 

Human: 
 
NA 

Risk Management:  
 
NA 

 
4.2 

 

Screening & Impact Assessments  
 

Equality & Good Relations Implications:  
Policies screened at time of development 
 

Rural Needs Implications: 
Policies screened at time of development 
 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 

 
Members are recommended to; 
 

(i) Approve the awards of the grants under the Grant Aid Policy as per 
Appendix 1 
 
 



6 List of Documents Attached 

 
6.1 
 

 
Appendix 1 Grant Aid Assessment Panel Overview 

 


