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HERITAGEIN THESPERRINS

Saturday 17" January 2026

11.10AM - 11.25AM: WELCOME ADDRESS
Host - Paddy Glasgow, Glasgowbury Festival and Cornstore Creative Hub

Paddy is a highly renowned and respected community advocate, best known as the
founder of Glasgowbury Festival and Creative Hub, which he runs alongside his wife,
Stella. Through this pioneering platform, Paddy has played a transformative role in
championing music, arts, and creativity across NI, particularly within rural communities.
In recognition of his outstanding contribution to the live music sector, Paddy was
named UK Promoter of the Year, one of many accolades reflecting the impact and
reach of his work. His vision extends beyond events, focusing on long-term cultural
sustainability, talent development, and community empowerment.

Paddy also leads Small But Massive Cornstore Creative Hub, an extremely popular and
influential creative resource based in Draperstown. The initiative supports emerging
artists, musicians, and creatives by providing opportunities, mentorship, and a strong
sense of belonging—proving that rural communities can have a global cultural impact.
Further expanding his commitment to place and people, Paddy hosts the podcast
“Voices from the Sperrins”, a widely followed platform dedicated to preserving and
sharing the stories, history, culture, and heritage of the Sperrins region. Through
honest conversation and local voices, the podcast keeps traditions alive while
inspiring future generations. At the heart of all his work is a deep commitment to
nurturing talent, strengthening communities, and changing lives through creativity,
collaboration, and cultural pride.

11.25AM - 11.45AM: THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT OF THE SPERRINS
Dr Vikki Ginn, DfC, Historic Environment Division (HED)

Vicky is an archaeologist with the Heritage Advice and Regulation Branch of the HED.
She brings extensive experience from both public-sector heritage management and
the Irish commercial archaeology sector, having previously worked as a self-employed
commercial archaeologist.

Her research expertise lies in prehistoric archaeology, with a particular focus on
settlement patterns and material culture. Vicky holds a PhD in Irish Bronze Age
settlement and an MA in Iron Age Atlantic Scotland from Queen'’s University Belfast, as
well as an undergraduate degree in Modern History and English from the University of
Oxford. Vicky is an established researcher and author, having written and edited
numerous monographs, peer-reviewed journal articles, and excavation reports. Her
work bridges academic archaeological research and applied heritage practice,
contributing to the understanding, protection, and management of prehistoric
landscapes.

11.45AM - 12.05PM: ‘IRELAND’S OLDEST ADDRESS'
Hugh McCloy - Local Historian and CEO of Embrace Tours

Hugh is a storyteller and guide born and raised in the shadow of Slieve Gallion / Sliabh
gCallann with the blood of the Sons Of The Wolf, the Cann's, running through his veins.
Hugh spends his time walking the Sperrin Mountains and bringing their past to life for
others. He blends archaeology, history and local folklore to show the Sperrins as a place
of deep, unbroken human endurance and evolution.




HERITAGEIN THESPERRINS

Saturday 17" January 2026

12.05PM - 12.20PM. COMFORT BREAK

12.20PM - 12.40PM: ‘KEEPING THE HISTORY OF OUR TOWNLANDS
ALIVE’

Una Walsh, Local Historian

Una is a local historian and passionate ambassador for South Armagh, with a deep
commitment to preserving and sharing local heritage. A dedicated advocate of the
oral tradition, she specialises in collecting, interpreting, and communicating
community stories, memories, and folklore.Through her work, Una champions the voices
of local people, ensuring that lived experience and oral history remain central to the
understanding of place, identity, and cultural heritage.

12.40PM - 1.00PM: RECORDING OUR HISTORY AND MAKING IT
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL’

Dr Nic Wright, Museum Services Causeway Coast and Glens Borough
Council - Administrator of the NI Community Heritage Archive

Nic is an archaeologist and social historian with Causeway Coast and Glens Museum
Services. He is currently the Ballycastle Museum Project Officer, where he leads the
National Lottery Heritage Fund-supported project to restore and redevelop
Ballycastle Museum.

His work focuses on the interpretation, preservation, and public engagement of local
heritage, combining archaeological practice with social history to strengthen
community connections to place. Through the Ballycastle Museum project, Nic is
playing a key role in delivering a revitalised cultural space that supports learning,
access, and long-term heritage sustainability.

1.00PM - 1.30PM: PANEL Q & A

1.30PM - 2.30PM: LUNCH AND NETWORKING
With music provided by Nodlaig Ni' Bhrollaigh

2.30PM - 3.45PM: MAPPING THE HERITAGE OF THE SPERRINS

Facilitated by Dr Liam Campbell, Director, Mellon Centre for Migration
Studies

With a wealth of experience in natural, built and cultural heritage, Dr Liam Campbell
will facilitate this mapping exercise which will provide an opportunity for us to learn
more about heritage assets within your own community. Crucially, we will explore
how they might be promoted, protected, and conserved for future generations.

3.45PM - 4.00PM: CLOSE AND FINAL REMARKS



Thank you for your attendance and participation in today's
event. If you would like to provide feedback please scan the QR
code below or use the following link. Your feedback is important

as it will help to shape future events.

https://tforms.oftice.com/e/rkelBnGdES

SPERRINS PARTNERSHIP



Northern Ireland office President
Building 115 Thiepval Barracks General Sir James Everard KCB CBE
Lisburn BT28 3NP

Army Chair of Trustees

Simon Heale

Benevolent 02892 678 112

Fund ni@armybenevolentfund.org Chief Executive
armybenevolentfund.org Major General Tim Hyams CB OBE

7t January 2026

ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND — BELFAST BLITZ CONCERT

E./ ™\ \-\"CM.A\A,

On Saturday 21st March 2026, the Army Benevolent Fund (NI) is to hold a concert at
the Waterfront Hall featuring the Band, Bugles, Pipes & Drums of the Royal Irish
Regiment, to commemorate the 85" Anniversary of the Belfast Blitz. The evening will
be hosted by popular UTV News Anchor, Paul Clark MBE. Dame Fionnuala Jay-O'Boyle,
HM Lord-Lieutenant of Belfast, has been invited as guest of honour.

There are a limited number of VIP tickets that we would like to offer to your
Councillors, Executives and Support Staff. Tickets are £70 each and include in the
price, top show seating, entry to the VIP lounge for a pre-show reception with
complimentary nibbles, wines and soft drinks, and a return to the VIP lounge to relax
during the interval.

Dress for the event will be business attire - Mayoral parties are encouraged to wear
chains of office. Timings will be issued at a later date when bookings are confirmed.

Please confirm any attendance by calling me on 07796 692696 or by emailing
dforsey@armybenevolentfund.org Please include guest names, any food intolerances
and if any of your party have difficulty with stairs.

All proceeds from the concert will go to aid soldiers, veterans and army families in
times of need. I look forward to seeing you there.

Best wishes,

R

David Forsey— —

>
Director (N{)—
Distribution :
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Approval — Conferences

Details of Service/ No. Attending Course Date Location
Conference | Directorate Cost

Celtic Econ Devlpt 1 £216.48 | 28/1/26 Glasgow
Connections | Chief Exec’s

Outscape | Comms & 1 £75 5t March 26 | Magheralin
Conference | Place

2026

Solace Chief 1 £251 + 21/22 Liverpool
Summit Executive’s vat + October 26

Conference flights &

accomm
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