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Minutes of Meeting of the Development Committee of Mid Ulster District Council 
held on Wednesday 3 December 2025 in the Council Offices, Burn Road, 
Cookstown and by Virtual means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor McNamee, Chair 
 

Councillors Bell, Black*, W Buchanan, F Burton, Clarke*, 
Corry*, Gildernew*, McLernon, McQuade*, Milne*, Molloy*, 
Monteith*, Quinn, Wilson  

 
Officers in   Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place 
Attendance    (SD: C&P) 
    Mr Gordon, Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and  
     Wellbeing (AD: HL&W)  
     Ms Linney, Assistant Director of Development (AD: Dev)** 

Ms F McKeown, Assistant Director of Economic 
Development, Tourism & Strategic Programmes (AD: 
EDT&SP) 
Mr Hill, ICT 
Mrs Grogan, Committee and Member Services Officer 
 

 
Others in    Deputation:  
Attendance   Road Victim Support Northern Ireland and Donegal
    Debbie Mullan - Chairperson 

Eamonn Karran - Treasurer  
Marie O’Brien - Vice-Chairperson & Caoimhe’s Mother 
Keria Mullan - Logan (Secretary) 

    
 
*   Denotes Members present in remote attendance 
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
          
The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McNamee welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor McNamee in introducing 
the meeting detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of the 
committee by referring to Annex A to this minute. 
 
D197/25 Notice of Recording  
 
This meeting will be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast on the Council’s You 
Tube site. 
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D198/25 Apologies 
 
Councillors Forde. 
 
D199/25 Declaration of Interests  
  
The Chair, Councillor McNamee reminded Members of their responsibility with regard to 
declaration of interest. 
 
Councillor W Buchanan declared an interest in Agenda Item 15 – Peace Plus Tender 
Awards. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McNamee declared an interest in Agenda Item 15 – Peace Plus 
Tender Awards.  
 
 
D200/25  Chair’s Business 
 
None. 
 
D201/25 Deputation: Road Victim Support Northern Ireland - Donegal 
 
The Chair, Councillor McNamee welcomed representatives from Road Victim Support 
Northern Ireland and Donegal to the meeting and invited them to make their 
presentation (Appendix 1).   
 
Mr Karran & Ms Mullan advised the committee that Road Victim Support Northern 
Ireland-Donegal was a peer-led organisation supporting individuals and families 
affected by fatal and serious road collisions. The group provide a comprehensive, 
trauma-informed response to individuals, families and communities impacted by road 
traffic collisions.  Support begins from the earliest moments of crisis and continues for 
as long as needed.  Early intervention is offered including home visits to deliver 
immediate emotional support and assess each family’s unique needs. A dedicated point 
of contact across 8 Council areas in Northern Ireland and Donegal ensuring localised, 
accessible support including online and in person support meetings in Mid Ulster, Derry 
City & Letterkenny.  All the organisation’s services are free, or donation based to 
ensure everyone can access the support they need, regardless of their financial 
situation.  Alongside care, the group deliver community-based road safety initiatives 
designed to educate and influence road users of all ages including the tailored “Drive to 
Arrive” programme and also “It’s Not Your Story to Tell” which highlight the behaviours 
around social media in the aftermath of a fatal road traffic collision where stories, 
images and videos have been shared causing additional trauma to the families, this has 
now progressed on to Caoimhe’s Law.  In conclusion the representatives stated that 
support is not time-limited – it is timeless. 
 
The Chair thanked Eamonn and Debbie for their presentation and stated that it would 
lift your heart to hear such strong testimonies from them both having lived the harrowing 
experience. 
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Councillor McLernon wished to thank the group for their presentation and also pay 
tribute to all the families for all their efforts, dedication and support they provide to 
families including the educational aspect provided to young drivers.  The member 
stated that the group were providing a valuable service that unfortunately was needed.  
In regard to Caoimhe’s Law, this has been discussed in the majority of Councils across 
the North and this coming Monday a motion will be brought to the floor of the assembly 
with the Minister of Justice responding as families deserve privacy, dignity and 
compassion. The member said that images and social media do not provide answers as 
they only create new wounds and new trauma and the group should be all very proud of 
what they are doing and what they have done so far. 
 
Councillor Quinn thanked the group for attending tonight to make their presentation and 
said that he was very lucky to attend the launch of the group back in March.  The 
member stated that he had been advised to go along due to this amazing group being 
set up and over this last nine months he has been blown away by the work they have 
achieved.  The group attended Stormont to support another motion which was to 
Prohibit Overtaking School Buses and their support was greatly appreciated by 
everyone.  The member said that the group has really taken off and having listened to 
Marie (Caoimhe’s Mother) over the last couple of months and the power that she has 
speaking about her daughter and the bravery of coming forward as he didn’t think he 
would be able to do it, but was important to have special people like this to get laws 
made and changed.  He was aware of the motion being brought to Stormont on Monday 
and would be really confident that everyone would be very supportive of it and be made 
law as quickly as possible which was all down to this group.  The fact that this group 
offers counselling and support for victims, especially when there were over 40 deaths 
on the roads this year and 4,000 accidents, and this was just not for the families who 
unfortunately loses a loved one, it’s also for people involved in car accidents, which has 
to be commended due to the amount of people needing help in the past and nothing 
there until this group was established.  The member felt that the group were a credit 
and was delighted to see Caoimhe’s Law being supported by all parties right across the 
north in different Chambers and was also aware there was a push for it down South and 
encouraged the group to keep up the good work. 
 
Councillor Corry thanked Eamonn and Debbie and the rest of the group for attending 
the meeting tonight to make their presentation and said that this couldn’t be easy 
especially when they faced their own personal tragedies.  The member advised that she 
had a cousin killed in a motorbike accident and was due to canvas on the same road 
that the accident occurred a few years ago and whilst there weren’t any videos or 
photos taken, there were several rumours and stories circulated of what happened.  
The member said that this was very traumatic for the family, and although they never 
found out what actually happened, the speculation wasn’t easy.  The member wished to 
offer her full support and wish the group every success on their campaign and their 
work on the wraparound service including support, education, workshops and 
programmes and also wished them every success on Caoimhe’s Law campaign.   
 
Councillor Wilson thanked the group for their presentation and concurred with what 
Councillor Quinn alluded to regarding their bravery and referred to the work they carry 
out which was excellent.  The member advised that you often hear of tragedies, and 
you never stop being a parent and doesn’t matter what age your children are, these are 
young people no matter what age they are.  The member referred to the tragedy down 
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South where five people were killed in a car accident, reality strikes home even more 
when you hear the devastating news. The member advised that he and his party would 
be fully supportive of Caoimhe’s Law and did say when Councillor Quinn brought this 
before Council that in the past when someone came upon a car accident or something 
similar, they tried their best to help but now instead the first thing they do is reach for 
their phone and even before the paramedics arrive, it’s on social media which 
Councillor Quinn’s referred to. The member thanked the group for their invaluable work 
and was an unfortunate situation that the group had to be set up to deal with this issue 
but wished them every success going forward.  
 
Councillor F Burton thanked the group for coming along to the meeting tonight and 
concurred with comments regarding about a very harrowing story to tell as it’s personal 
to each and every one who came along.  The fact that the group go out and meet other 
families involved in the same tragedy situation of that they’ve have gone through and 
like everything, you have to walk in those shoes to really know how that person feels, 
and quite often we all think we know and hopefully never know as it was bound to be 
the worst thing that could happen to lose your own child and difficult to comprehend and 
come to terms with.  The member said that she had advised the group that it may be 
worthwhile reaching out to NILGA which represents all of the Councils and if the group 
attend one of their meetings, this would allow them to gain access to all of the Councils 
right across Northern Ireland.  The member advised that the work in which the group is 
carrying out is a credit to what they have lost and wished them continuing success in 
what they are doing and have the support of everyone around the table and would be 
confident that everyone in Stormont would be fully supportive of the campaign also. The 
member said that although social media can be seen as a useful tool for doing good, it 
also can be a tool for doing harm and as Councillor Wilson alluded to, it is a very sad 
reflection on society these days when the first thing people do is reach for their phone 
instead of helping.  She wished the group continuing support for each other and 
especially at this time of the year when it should be family time which adds to the whole 
stress and that she would be thinking about them as they face Christmas. 
 
Ms Mullan wished to thank the committee for allowing the group to attend the meeting 
tonight and a special thank you to Councillor Malachy Quinn as he reached out and 
contacted them and took this forward to Council and further afield and really appreciate 
any support as they were just advocates for other families voices as well as their own 
and there’s a need to share these voices as far and as wide as possible.  Ms Mullan 
said that they listen to their families as they are the people who have suffered this loss 
and concurred with comments regarding unless you have walked in these shoes, you 
really have no understanding of what it’s like and often say to people try on my shoes, 
you’ll soon kick them off because they are not the easiest pair to wear.  Ms Mullan 
stated that she had lost her son at 17½ years old, ten years ago and similar to 
Eamonn’s son he had passed his driving test and four weeks later he had unfortunately 
died on a rural country road, hit black ice and went into the path of an oncoming tractor 
and slurry tanker and killed instantly.  Ms Mullan said that she was very grateful back 
then ten years ago it wasn’t a thing to firstly pull your phone out, the local farmer ran to 
the car and an oncoming car stopped and came to offer help and support and this is 
what is supposed to happen, but unfortunately in today’s society this is not the case. 
When the group listens to families and the trauma they have experienced, they try and 
take a positive from the negative and if a positive is taken by listening to these families 
and stopping untold trauma from happening and Caoimhe’s Law is one way of 
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representing these families.  If Caoimhe’s Law is pushed through, then it can be said 
that something positive emerged from the negatives of losing these lives on the roads. 
 
The Chair commended the group’s bravery and wished them well in Caoimhe’s Law 
campaign and would be confident that they would have the full support of the assembly 
come next week and looked forward to seeing it in statute. 
 
The representatives of Road Victim Support Northern Ireland – Donegal withdrew from 
the meeting at 7.33 pm. 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
D202/25 Development Report 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (AD: Dev) presented previously circulated report 
which sought approval for the following –  
 

• Community Grants 
• Irish Language Policy Review 
• Coalisland Canal Heritage Signage 
• Development Department – Update 

 
Councillor McLernon proposed the recommendations and wished to comment on the 
Coalisland Canal Heritage Signage.  The member stated that the heritage of Coalisland 
from the canal, coal mines, Kelly’s yard and the weaving factory were all of historical 
significance to the heart of Coalisland’s identity.  The member wished to thank the 
officers for their engagement with all the various groups and all the work done and gone 
into this and looked forward to seeing the designs when they are going on the signage 
and would be a definitely welcomed addition to the Canal Project and the community of 
Coalisland. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McLernon 
 Seconded by Councillor Gildernew 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to – 
 

• Approve £600 grants allocation – Sports Representative Grants 
• Approve the Irish Language Policy 
• Approve concepts for the Coalisland Canal Heritage Signage 
• Note the Development Department Update 

 
Councillor Wilson referred to Irish Language Policy and stated we do not have anything 
within the minority languages on Ulster Scots which he had raised on numerous 
occasions and with the greatest respect, we were playing lip service to that as there 
was an increase in knowledge and a number of various other things including shows.  
The member felt that within the minority languages there should be some sort of policy 
on Ulster Scots. 
 
The AD: Dev concurred with the member and stated that there was an Ulster Scots 
Policy that was adopted at the same time as the Irish language policy.  It is planned to 
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carry out a similar review including an annual action plan.  The AD: Dev said that 
members may notice the different activity that has taken place through a range of the 
Council venues, and this will continue, and will be further developed and incorporated 
into one plan.  Conversations have commenced with the Ulster Scots Agency to 
develop the plan and to start the review of the policy.  
  
Councillor Wilson said as a point of clarification advised that two policies came out 
together at that particular time but have only one here before members and enquired 
when it was anticipated that the Ulster Scots policy would come back before members. 
 
The AD: Dev advised that the Irish Language Policy review was completed through the 
different working groups and had taken approximately 5 to 6 months and anticipated the 
same amount of time in relation to taking the Ulster Scots review through.  She said that 
due to separating out the policy and action plan which would be developed based on 
budget it was planned to have the action plan ready around March time and hoped to 
have the policy a couple of months after; the action plan can proceed, and policy follow. 
 
Councillor F Burton concurred with Councillor Wilson’s comments and said that it was 
important that everyone was represented and acknowledged in the same process within 
Council. 
 
Councillor F Burton advised that she had attended a wonderful event at The Hill of The 
O’Neill recently where Paula McIntyre carried out a cooking demonstration on Ulster 
Scots type food to a sellout crowd.   The member said that it was an excellent event, 
and everyone really enjoyed it and felt that it would be very beneficial if there some 
more of these types of events to raise the profile of the Ulster Scots. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to page 5 of the report, The Hill of The O’Neill & Ranfurly 
House and said that she had attended ‘Echoes from the Barley Field’ event with Dr 
Ciarán Reilly in attendance.  The member advised that it was very insightful in relation 
to the workhouse behind the South Tyrone Hospital and Dr Reilly had referred to people 
who were her neighbours in Minterburn years ago and felt that this may be a levering 
tool to help generate some financial support for Clogher event also. 
 
Councillor Quinn sought update in relation to Gortgonis Centre and said that he was 
aware this was still with solicitor teams and was hoped that everything would now be 
sorted and ready to move forward.  The member sought clarification on a definitive 
timeline. 
 
The AD: Dev advised that the officer team were working away on the design for the 
recreational build and trying to do this as a dual process to the legals to have a design 
freeze ready to sign off by members in the new year. Regular updates were received 
from the legal team, but the issue is that there were four legal teams involved each 
going through the different phases.  The AD: Dev advised that this was being 
progressed as quickly as possible and would be difficult to set a timeline for the legals, 
but once the legals are sorted then we would be ready to go with the final design. 
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D203/25 DfC Consultation on Advice and Debt Framework 2025 
 
The Assistant Director of Development (SD: Dev) presented previously circulated report 
to note consultation response in support of the Independent Community Advice 
Managers Collective Response to Department for Communities Support for Advice and 
Debt Framework 2025. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor W Buchanan 
 Seconded by Councillor F Burton and  
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to note consultation response in 

support of the Independent Community Advice Managers Collective 
Response to Department for Communities Support for Advice and Debt 
Framework 2025. 

 
D204/25 Funding Offer from Department of Business & Trade 2025-2026 
 
The Assistant Director of Health, Leisure and Wellbeing (AD: HL&W) presented 
previously circulated report to inform members of a potential funding offer opportunity 
for the Environmental Health Service from the Office of Product Safety and Standards 
(OPSS) for “The Capacity & Capability Building Programme in Northern Ireland: Non-
Food Products 2025/2026.  Funding is for the period 1st April 2025 – 31st March 2026. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor F Burton 
 Seconded by Councillor Wilson and  
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to accept the offer of funding from 

OPSS (up to a maximum of £49,500) in relation to activities undertaken in 
2025/2026 and if accepted, that the funding agreement between Mid 
Ulster District Council and the OPSS is signed and returned (via 
Docusign). 

 
D205/25 Economic Development Report - OBFD 
 
The Assistant Director of Economic Development, Tourism & Strategic Programmes 
(AD: EDT&SP) presented previously circulated report which provided update on –  
 

• Draft Consultation Response to Department for Communities Disability and 
Work: A Strategy for Northern Ireland 

• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) 2025-2026 Funding 
• Draft Consultation Response to Department for the Economy’s ‘A Definition of 

Social Enterprise in Northern Ireland’ 
 
The AD: EDT&SP referred to Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) 2025-2026 
Funding and said as a point of clarity that the Action Plan for 2025-26 can be found on 
page 160 of the documents and conversely later in the agenda at item 12 the Labour 
Market Partnership Annual Report for 2024-25 can be found on page 93. 
 
Councillor F Burton proposed the recommendations. 
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Councillor F Burton referred to LMP and HGV Training Academy with a dearth of lorry 
drivers.  The member said that there was a dearth within Mid Ulster of carers especially 
in rural areas and had asked LMP staff previously if there was any way this could be 
investigated as part of the future schemes.  The member advised that a number of 
years ago there had been a scheme for a caring role, but it seemed that a lot of these 
went into care homes, and this is exactly where we want to keep people out of.  The 
member asked if there was any way that this could be investigated to try and keep 
people in their own homes and some way of training up younger and mature people.  
Within rural areas a lot of the carers are from the older generation with a lot of them 
retiring or being physically unable to carry out their duties due to ill health.  The member 
advised that she was aware of 92-year-old gentleman, a 97-year-old lady and an 87-
year-old lady who is not allowed out of her seat and unable to make herself a cup of tea 
due to her being powerless to stand without holding onto a zimmer frame and the risk to 
her being scalded by boiling water.  The member felt that there was a lack of empathy 
for these people and being told their care was finishing on a certain date is very tough 
which she has had many a sleepless night over as she knows them very well.  If there 
is no entitlement to care at their ages, then when would you be entitled to care and 
hoped that this could be something that the Council could look at.   The member stated 
that she had been around the block liaising with the appropriate channels which was all 
about policy and procedures and someone on the phone who doesn’t want you to talk 
on behalf of someone you wish to represent is most frustrating, torture to go through.  
The member said that for those families who contact Councillors on a daily basis 
seeking an update, it’s frustrating as it’s impossible to get to the appropriate person to 
get answers and to find out if there was any hope of allocated care.  Someone had 
made the suggestion to her about contacting the Nolan Show but there was an onus to 
ensure that every avenue was investigated before making contact. 
 
Councillor Wilson referred to LMP Board meeting attendance of 52% over the year 
which was just over half and enquired if we were happy with that attendance record. 
The member said if this were anywhere else, questions would be asked and would be 
useful to have a list of the attendees and their attendance. 
 
The AD: EDT&SP in response to Councillor F Burton’s query regarding carers advised 
that it was a widespread problem, not just in Mid Ulster but beyond.  The AD: EDT&SP 
said that unfortunately there was nothing that could be done in the current financial year 
with the additional funding the LMP has received as these projects have to be delivered 
before the end of the financial year but agreed to liaise with her team with a view to 
investigating if there were any opportunities in future years. 
 
The AD: EDT&SP in response to Councillor Wilson’s query regarding LMP Board 
attendance advised that details are held of who attended these meetings, therefore, the 
matter could be investigated further.  The AD: EDT&SP agreed that it would be useful 
to carry out a review to see if there were consistent LMP members not attending 
meetings.  If this was the case, contact could be made with these members to 
determine whether it was their intention to continue serving on the LMP Board, or 
whether they need to be replaced.  
 

Proposed by Councillor F Burton 
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and  
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Resolved That it be recommended to Council to –  
• Draft Consultation Response to Department for Communities 

Disability and Work: A Strategy for Northern Ireland 
o Approve Council’s draft response to Department for Communities 

Public Consultation on ‘Disability and Work: A Strategy for Northern 
Ireland’ and submit to DfC by 12th January 2026. 

 
• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) 2025-26 Funding 
o Note update on Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership 2025-2026 
o Retrospectively Approve the acceptance of the additional funding 

offer from Department for Communities, dated 11th November 2025, 
totalling £100,643.98, for Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership for 
the 2025-2026 financial year, and grant approval retrospectively for 
Council’s Chief Executive to sign and return the Addendum to the 
Letter of Offer by 18th November 2025. 

o Approve to investigate LMP Board members attendance at 
meetings and possible review. 

 
• Draft Consultation Response to Department for the Economy’s ‘A 

Definition of Social Enterprise in Northern Ireland’ 
o Approve Council’s draft response to Department for the Economy’s 

public consultation on ‘A Definition of Social Enterprise in Northern 
Ireland’ and submit to DfE by 23rd December 2025. 

 
Matters for Information 
 
D206/25 Minutes of Development Committee held on 13 November 2025 
 
Members noted Minutes of Development Committee held on 13 November 2025. 
 
D207/25 Environmental Health Service Update 
 
Members noted update on the work of the Environmental Health Service during August 
to October 2025. 
 
D208/25 Economic Development Report - OBFI 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the following key 
activities – 
 

• Digital Transformation Flexible Fund (DTFF): Update on Call 5 
• A5/N2 Cross Border Committee Minutes – 12.06.25 
• Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) Annual Report 2024-25 
• Lough Neagh Partnership Service Level Agreement (2025-2026) – 6 Month 

Update Report (1 April 2025 – 30 September 2025) 
 

The Chair wished the public viewing a very Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year. 
 
The live broadcast ended at 7.54 pm. 
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Local Government (NI) Act 2014 – Confidential Business 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McLernon 
 Seconded by Councillor Bell and  
 
Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local 

Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public in accordance with 
Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 that 
Members of the public be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst 
members consider items D209/25 to D 

 
 Matters for Decision 

D209/25 SHHP Bellaghy Bawn Writers Residency Project  
D210/25 Generalist Advice Service Contract Extension 
D211/25 Peace Plus Tender Awards 
D212/25 Economic Development, Tourism and Strategic Programmes 

Development Report - CBFD 
 

  Matters for Information  
D213/25 Confidential Minutes of Development Committee held on 13 

November 2025 
 

 
 
 
D214/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7pm and ended at 8.05 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair  ________________________ 
 
 
 

 Date ________________________ 
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Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 
Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we move 
into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 
 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 
issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself  
 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please turn 

off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 
 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or using 

any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or making a 
simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 
roll call of all other Members in attendance. 

 
 

 

 











Final Note 

Please take a moment 

and sign our Petition 

Caolmhe's Law .. 
,rs HOT \'OUR STORY TO TEU 4'' 
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