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Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 19 December 
2024 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means 
 
 
Chair Councillor McConnell 

 
Members Present Councillors Bell, Black, Brown, J Buchanan, W Buchanan,  

F Burton, Cahoon, Carney, Clarke*, Corry, Cuthbertson, 
Gildernew, Graham, Groogan, Johnston, Kelly, Kerr, Martin, 
McAleer, McElvogue, McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McLernon, 
McNamee, D McPeake, S McPeake, McQuade, Molloy, 
Monteith, Milne, Mullin, Robinson, Quinn, Totten, Varsani and 
Wilson 

 
Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive 
Attendance Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD:C&P) 
 Ms Campbell, Strategic Director Environment (SD: Env) 
 Ms Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational Development 

Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP)** 
 Ms Keys, Marketing and Communications Manager 
 Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement 

(HoSSE) 
 Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational  
 Development Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP) 
 Mr O’Hagan, Head of ICT 

Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager 
 

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance 

** Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
 
The meeting commenced at 7 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.  
 
 
C247/24 Notice of Recording 
 
Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast 
on the Council’s You Tube site. 
 
C248/24 Apologies 
 
Councillors J Burton, Forde and Martin 
 
 
C249/24 Declarations of Interest 
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The Chair, Councillor McConnell reminded Members of their responsibility regarding 
declarations of interest. 
Councillor Kerr declared an interest in Coalisland Food Bank.  
 
 
C250/24  Chair’s Business 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell thanked Members for their requests to acknowledge 
achievements in the sporting realm as undernoted and advised he would send letters to 
all. 
 
The Chair announced he would send letters of congratulations to  
 
(i)  Ballinderry Shamrocks:  Ulster Club Championship (Councillor Bell); 
(ii) St Connors Clady, Camogs:  Senior Medallion Shield (Councillor S McPeake); 
(iii) Slaughtneil Ulster Senior: Hurling Championship (Councillor Kelly); 
(iv) Coalisland Credit Union:  Credit Union of the Year Award for third time (Councillor 

McLarnon); 
(v) St Patrick's Maghera: Pearson National Teaching Award Best New Teacher 

(Councillor McGuigan); 
(vi) Naomh Treasa Camogie Club: All Ireland Junior B Club Championship (Councillors 

Monteith and Varsani). 
 
Councillor Carney drew attention to the recent footage circulating on social media which 
captured a PSNI officer assaulting a child in Cookstown.  She stated that officers were 
employed and trusted to uphold the law and serve the community and were 
accountable for their actions.  Councillor Carney advised that Linda Dillion MLA had 
raised this with the Policing Board and requested that the matter be an agenda item on 
the next meeting of the local Policing and Community Safety Partnership.  She 
concluded that there must be full transparency, an apology to the child and assurances 
that such instances will not recur.   
 
Councillor Varsani said she too had a raised matter with Linda Dillion MLA and the 
Policing and Community Safety Partnership regarding the overuse of ‘stop and search’.  
She spoke of overuse causing harassment and distress and said she wished to assure 
the public that the issue was being raised.  
 
Councillor Kerr referred to the unsavory incident a few weekends back whereby a 
young teenager had been restrained physically on the street and received a kick to the 
head by an RUC/PSNI thug.  He said he was glad he had not supported recent motions 
carried by Council in November in relation to the PSNI as the video circulating 
reinforces and shows that the RUC/PSNI are thugs.  He related that prior to the incident 
a young man could be heard pleading that he could not breath which reminded him of 
the incident were George Floyd had begged to be released whilst being restrained by 
his local police force.  He said this incident of attempted murder should be condemned 
was wholly unacceptable, the victim should be apologised to and the officer in question 
should be punished and suspended with immediate effect.  He said that he had been 
speaking to the victim’s mother and to date there had been neither update nor apology.  
Councillor Kerr said this was only the tip of the iceberg and said that anyone interacting 
with these ‘thugs’ should record them for their own safety and called on everyone to 
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condemn the behavior.  He reiterated the need for disciplinary action and said that 
raising the matter at meetings with the police present is not now good enough.   
 
Councillor Monteith said he had raised the issue continually of ‘stop and search’ powers 
and that the matter had not just begun last week.  He said it was disproportionately 
used towards people of nationalist and working-class backgrounds and he and his 
fellow Independent Councillors had raised this continually.  He spoke with outrage at 
strip searches especially of children with no adult supervision, internment by remand 
whereby people are placed in Maghaberry and held for years.  Councillor Monteith also 
spoke of the ongoing issues being raised whereby PSNI/RUC was guilty of undercover 
work against journalists.  He said that the PSNI was not fit for purpose and did not have 
the support of nationalist people in the area as it was institutionally against nationalist 
people.  
 
Councillor Cahoon said a lot had been said but emphasised the importance of giving 
time to the Ombudsman to investigate, she said people had raised concerns, but it 
should also be remembered that there were thousands of officers who worked in a 
professional manner to keep communities safe.   
 
Councillor McLean concurred with Councillor Cahoon emphasising that there needs to 
be caution in the language used in the chamber, particularly by Councillor Kerr whose 
language in relation to the matter left much to be desired.  He said that the issue had 
been raised diplomatically by other speakers including Councillor Kerr’s independent 
colleague.  Councillor McLean concluded he would like the matter referred to the 
Ombudsman.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell drew attention to the report that Craig Ballentine 
whose issue of retention in Dubai had been raised at the November meeting by 
Councillors Wilson and McNamee.   
 
Councillor Wilson advised that Craig was on the plane and would be arriving in Dublin 
in the morning.   
 
Councillor McNamee said it was excellent news.   
 
Councillor McNamee drew attention to the recent budget stresses discussed at the 
December Development Committee in relation to Shopmobility and advised that 
Minister of Department for Infrastructure John O’Dowd had granted more money for the 
remainder of the financial year, but more work needs to be done to fund beyond that.  
He welcomed the news and commended local Councillors who had lobbied on behalf of 
Shopmobility.  
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
C251/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Council Meeting held on 28 November 2024 
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Councillor Kerr drew attention to C223/24 Chair’s Business (flooding in Coalisland) and 
extended his thanks to officers for organising the meeting and to the Chief Executive 
and officer team for their work on the ground.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor Mullin and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 28 November 2024 

(C220/24 – C239/24 and C246/24) transacted in Open Business having 
been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C252/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 2 
December 2024 

  
Proposed by Councillor McGuigan 
Seconded by Councillor McElvogue and  

 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Monday 2 

December 2024 (E258/24 – E272/24 and E279/24) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
 
C253/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 3 December 
2024 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Robinson   
 Seconded by Councillor D McPeake and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 3 December 

2024 (P149/24 – P156/24 and P161/24) transacted in Open Business 
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
 
C254/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 4 
December 2024 

 
Declaration of Interest  
 
Councillor Monteith declared an interest in D205/24 Development Report Welfare 
Reform.  He advised he had had to leave the meeting early and had put the interest in 
the ‘Chat’ and asked that it now be recorded.  
 
Councillor Kerr declared an interest in Shopmobility as he is a member of the executive 
board.  
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Councillor F Burton drew attention to D206/24 Grant Aid Policy 2025/26 and said that 
prior to the recommendation in the minute being resolved was it possible to look at 
funding for the Clogher Valley Show.  She spoke of the show being the largest in the 
district, the people that it brings and the disappointment that funding levels would be 
reduced.  She requested that prior to setting the policy could council look at this as a 
key event and sought advice from the Chief Executive if there is an opportunity to revisit 
how it funds the Clogher Valley Show.   
 
Councillor Cuthbertson reflected back to when he had attended the Cookstown 100 and 
the following month had brought it to Council that the Cookstown DEA should meet to 
explore ways of additional support as the event hosted riders from all over the world.  
He asked had anything ever happened in relation to this and reiterated that the event 
was televised around the world.  
 
Councillor S McPeake noting the comments said council was straying into dangerous 
territory as he too could name several events that would benefit from additional support.  
He said the grant system in place is good, it could be looked at but he would caution 
this.  
 
The Chief Executive said the matter of the grant aid policy was for the Development 
Committee to discuss and recommend.  He emphasised a report had been considered 
by the committee and the outcome was before the council for approval.  He concurred 
with Councillor S McPeake that it is dangerous to identify one group, he reminded 
Members that up to 800 groups were supported each year, each event being unique 
and of utmost importance to its organisers.  In relation to Councillor Cuthbertson’s 
comments he advised that Council had met multiple times, over multiple years with 
Cookstown 100 and as always Council continue to try to get them maximum support as 
they do with Clogher Valley show but Council must always act without prejudice.  The 
Chief Executive said he had been engaging with both Strategic Directors of Community 
& Place and Environment and discussed the community and voluntary budget cuts 
impacted by central government cuts.  He emphasised there is great demand on a 
limited budget and drew attention to the draft budgets which would be presented to 
parties in January and the matters would be discussed within development committee.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by councillor McLernon and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Wednesday 4 

December 2024 (D200/24 – D212/24 and D218/24) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C255/24 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 5 
December 2024 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Brown  
 Seconded by Councillor Wilson and 
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Resolved  That the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee held on Thursday 
5 December 2024 (P211/24 – PR220/24 and PR233/24) transacted in 
Open Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C256/24 Conferences, Seminars and Training  
 
The HoSS&E sought approval for the previously circulated report on conferences, 
seminars and training as outlined at Appendix A of the report. 
 
Resolved That approval be given to submitted requests for conferences, seminars 

and training as outlined at Appendix A to the report. 
 
 
Matters for Information 
 
C257/24 Correspondence  
 
Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council. 
 
Councillor Monteith drew attention to correspondence from Department for 
Infrastructure in relation to on street carparking in Dungannon Town Centre, he 
acknowledged the response but highlighted that it was ambiguous to timescales, that 
any intended consultation was dependent on staff resources, and it was disappointing 
the time the matter is taking to progress.  He proposed that Council write back and 
request a timeline. 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson welcomed the response and said such matters do take time but 
drew attention to the fact that Council itself had been working on a carparking strategy 
form 2016. 
 
Councillor Robinson welcomed the correspondence from the Department for 
Infrastructure in relation to the A5 and spoke of the meeting held on Monday 16 
December in relation to the 309 farmers who were impacted by the vesting.  He said 
they had not been paid, did not know what they would be paid and reminded Members 
that Council had passed a motion last month to support farmers.  Councillor Robinson 
concluded that whilst there is benefits for the new road landowners must be treated with 
respect.   
 
In response to Councillor Varsani’s reflection on the letter not being brought to the 
Minister’s attention until September the Chief Executive advised that Council had 
received an acknowledgement for the original letter sent in April.  
 
Councillor F Burton referenced correspondence emailed to Members that had been 
received from the Department for Infrastructure, dated 18 December 2024 (COR 1936 
2024/C233.24) in relation to tree maintenance.  She said that it seemed to refer more to 
trees in private ownership and highlighted that other statutory agencies for example 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive do not maintain trees and she was regularly 
contacted by people residing in housing estates complaining about trees.  Reflecting on 
the number of trees which fell particularly in the Clogher Valley during storm Darragh 
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she highlighted one tree which residents had indicated should have been felled 
previously fell during the storm which could well have caused loss of life.  Councillor 
Burton reminded Members of the presentation made by Helen Sweeney to Council 
whose father had been killed due to a tree falling, she further referenced former 
councillor Martin Kearney, who had known a teacher killed by a fallen tree.  Councillor 
Burton said whilst she understands the department do not own all trees, she also 
understands they have powers at their disposal to ensure people maintain trees.  She 
highlighted that with every storm, there are lives in danger and Council should remind 
the department of the commitment given by the previous Minister, to include options 
from the Tree Management Strategy in Action Plans.  Councillor Burton concluded that 
NILGA were also corresponding with the Department on the matter. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell concurred. 
 
Resolved That Council write to DfI and request that they revisit the previous 

commitment of former Department for Infrastructure Minister, in relation to 
tree maintenance. 

 
Councillor Gildernew welcomed the letter from Department for Infrastructure regarding 
the A5 and referred to the meeting on Monday past and said that assurances had been 
given that the Department was going through the process, and farmers would be kept 
informed of all progress. 
 
Councillor Kerr concurred with Councillor F Burton and he too referred to the 
presentation from Helen Sweeney, he said that he too had received reports of trees 
falling in his DEA and concurred that the department needed to be more vigorous and 
preventative measures should be more stringent.  He said another storm was forecast 
and better inspections, tree maintenance needed to be carried out. 
 
C258/24 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council 
 
The HoSS&E provided update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council. 
 
Councillor Kerr proposed that Council respond to Department of Education:  Review of 
Free School Meals and Uniform Grant Eligibility Criteria.  Closing Date 14 February 
2024.  He further proposed that the response should include collated data from 
engagement with schools to include an email to each school and a social media 
campaign highlighting the consultation.   
 
Members agreed. 
 
Resolved That Council respond to Department of Education:  Review of Free School 

Meals and Uniform Grant Eligibility Criteria.  Closing Date 14 February 
2024  (Response to collate data from engagement with schools to include 
an email to each school and a Social media campaign highlighting the 
consultation) 

 
 
Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 
Government Act (NI) 2014.  The public withdrew from the meeting at 7.38 pm  
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 Proposed by Councillor Kerr  
 Seconded by Councillor Bell and 
  
Resolved That items C259/24 to C267/24 be taken as confidential business. 
 
  Matters for Decision 

(i) Audit Confidential minutes of meeting held on 26 November 2024 
(ii) Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 28 November 2024 
(iii) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 2 December 

2024 
(iv) Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 3 December 2024 
(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 4 December 

2024 
(vi) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 5 

December 2024 
(vii) Document for Sealing: Lease with Barrack Hill Quarries Ltd and 

Council re. Coalisland Recycling Centre 
(viii) Document for Sealing: Deed of boundary rectification in relation to 

Lands at Maghera 
(ix) Document for Sealing: Lease regarding lands situated at Ardtrea 

Bridge Amenity Site 
 
C268/24 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 7.45 pm. 
 
 
 
       Chair ________________________ 
 
 
 
       Date _________________________ 
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Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the 
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.   
 
I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we move 
into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  
 
Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 
 
o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless 

invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 
o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 

issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself   

 
o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 

whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining 

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 
o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 

referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 

making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 
Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda – apologies and then a 
roll call of members in attendance.  
 

 


