
 
1 – Development Committee (13.02.25) 

Minutes of Meeting of the Development Committee of Mid Ulster District Council 
held on Thursday 13 February 2025 in the Council Offices, Ballyronan Road, 
Magherafelt and by Virtual means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor Black, Chair 
 

Councillors Bell, W Buchanan (7.09 pm)*, F Burton, Clarke, 
Corry, Gildernew, McLernon*, McNamee, Milne*, Molloy*, 
Monteith*, Quinn*, Wilson* 

 
Officers in   Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place 
Attendance   (SD: C&P) 

Mr McCreedy, Strategic Programmes Service Manager 
(SPSM) 
Ms McKeown, Tourism Service Manager (TSM) 
Ms Smith, Diversity and Integration Development Manager 
(DIDM) 
Ms Spence, Economic Regeneration Service Manager 
(ERSM) 
Miss Thompson, Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
Others in   Deputation: Torrent Valley Initiative 
Attendance    Messrs McKenna and O’Neill 
     
 
*   Denotes Members present in remote attendance 
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
          
The meeting commenced at 7.01 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black welcomed everyone to the meeting and those watching 
the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor Black in introducing the meeting 
detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of the committee 
by referring to Annex A to this minute. 
 
 D021/25 Notice of Recording  
 
This meeting will be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast on the Council’s You 
Tube site. 
 
D022/25 Apologies 
 
Councillors Forde and McQuade. 
 
D023/25 Declaration of Interests  
 
The Chair, Councillor Black reminded Members of their responsibility with regard to 
declaration of interest. 
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Councillor Clarke declared an interest in agenda item 13 - SHHP Bellaghy Bawn 
Writers Residency Project. 
 
D024/25  Chair’s Business 
 
None. 
 
D025/25 Deputation – Torrent Valley Initiative 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black welcomed Messrs McKenna and O’Neill to the meeting 
and invited them to make their presentation. 
 
Messrs McKenna and O’Neill made presentation (appendix 1) which shared the vison 
of an Independent Living Rural Community in Donaghmore and five projects which 
contribute to the vision and seeking Council’s support with this. 
 
Councillor Buchanan joined the meeting at 7.09 pm during the above presentation. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black thanked the representatives for the presentation and 
sharing their ambitious plans.  Councillor Black proposed that a meeting be arranged 
between Council and Torrent Valley Initiative to see what assistance Council can 
provide with the project. 
 
Councillor McNamee seconded Councillor Black’s proposal. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to arrange meeting with Torrent 

Valley Initiative to further discuss plans relating to Independent Living 
Rural Community and what support Council can provide to this. 

 
Councillor McLernon thanked the representatives for the presentation and recognised 
the work done in the local community.  The Councillor stated that the plans are very 
ambitious and innovative and that she would like to see them come to reality in the 
Torrent DEA.  The Councillor encouraged Council to support the plans in whatever 
way it can as the project would be a great asset for the local community and the 
District. 
 
Councillor Corry stated that the plans outlined tonight were fantastic and that there are 
some good tie ins with Council such as the Community Plan and Community Wealth 
Building. 
 
Councillor Monteith stated that there is no doubt the people of Torrent are capable of 
delivering above and beyond expectations.  The Councillor raised two issues – one 
being GPs and that they will not relocate outside of urban areas.  The Councillor 
referred to the GP hub which was promised for the area 10-12 years ago and that 
Councillors were told before Christmas that it is still at least 5 years away.  Councillor 
Monteith also referred to having economic units on the outskirts of Donaghmore and 
that this changed the focus of the village by taking people away from its Main Street.  
The Councillor stated that whilst some new businesses have opened on the Main 
Street over the last number of years he would encourage conversations to ensure a 
vibrant Main Street is maintained. 
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Councillor McNamee welcomed the ambitious plans and that he saw the projects 
being delivered on a phased approach.  The Councillor asked if there was a priority 
the projects would be delivered. 
 
Mr O’Neill stated that if all the projects could be delivered at one time it would be 
wonderful but prioritisation will largely depend on the availability of funding. 
 
Mr McKenna stated that the integration of the site and grouping elements of the 
project together would achieve economies of scale. 
 
Councillor F Burton stated that the plans are exciting and agreed with Councillor 
Monteith’s comments in relation to keeping a connection with the village.  The 
Councillor stated that the Horticultural group have brought a lot of people to 
Donaghmore and should be commended for the work they do.  Councillor Burton also 
referred to people who have challenges with living at home and that independent living 
would be welcomed.  The Councillor also asked if houses are to be sold how that will 
work.  Councillor Burton stated that Donaghmore and Castlecaulfield have previously 
worked together on other projects and the potential for further collaboration and 
support in the future. 
 
Mr O’Neill stated that he agreed that the Horticultural Society has been a force for 
change in Donaghmore and took on board the comments in relation to the integration 
of the village and also linkages with Castlecaulfield and Carland. 
 
Councillor Molloy stated that Donaghmore and the people within it are very innovative 
and that the enthusiasm for the plan is clear to be seen.  The Councillor stated that it 
is a great initiative and would support the plan going forward. 
 
Mr O’Neill stated that Mid Ulster is a rural Council area and that this plan offers the 
ability to test the vison, prove it and promote it. 
 
Councillor Gildernew stated that the plans were very exciting and it is clear to see that 
a lot of work has already been done.  The Councillor stated that meetings she has 
attended in recent months have discussed potential for urban centres in rural areas 
and that there needs to be a focus on this going forward.   
 
Councillor Quinn stated he was blown away by the vision outlined and that 
Donaghmore has never lacked ambition.  The Councillor stated that the plans are 
exciting and innovative and have the potential to transform not only Donaghmore but a 
lot of places across Ireland.  Councillor Quinn referred to the dedication across the 
various clubs and groups in Donaghmore and this commitment makes plans like these 
possible.  The Councillor stated Torrent DEA is an area he has been proud to 
represent for the past 11 years and through discussions with Council he felt that the 
vision can become a reality and he would be happy to lend whatever support he could 
to it. 
 
Councillor Clarke stated that Council is in a proud position to have so many active 
villages across Mid Ulster and it is great to see the initiative in Donaghmore.  The 
Councillor felt there is no doubt the plan will be delivered successfully and will be a 
flagship for Mid Ulster. 
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The Chair, Councillor Black thanked Messrs McKenna and O’Neill for the presentation 
and that he hoped the meeting that will be arranged with Council officers will be 
beneficial. 
 
Mr O’Neill thanked Members for their time and encouragement and that the 
collaborative approach with Council can bring success. 
 
Messrs McKenna and O’Neill withdrew from the meeting at 7.43 pm. 
 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
D026/25 Development Report 
 
The Strategic Director of Communities and Place (SD: C&P) presented previously 
circulated report which sought approval for the following –  
 

• Railway Park Phase II and Phase III Concept Designs  
• Good Relations Annual Plan 2024-2025 
• Development Department - Update 

 
Councillor Monteith stated he was happy to see the plans to develop Railway Park 
moving on and proposed the report recommendations.  The Councillor stated there is 
an urgency to deliver this project as it dates back almost 20 years and that most of the 
community have lost faith that it will ever happen.  Councillor Monteith gave his 
apologies as he had to leave the meeting and declared an interest in agenda item 14 - 
Integrated Debt Advice Programme. 
 
Councillor Molloy seconded Councillor Monteith’s proposal.  The Councillor stated 
there is a need to push on with this project as it has lagged behind other similar 
projects and that he hoped to see work on the ground very soon. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to –  

• Approve the Railway Park Phase II and Phase III Concept Designs  
• Approve the Good Relations Plan 2025-2026, Plan A and Plan B, 

pending further allocation. 
• Note the Development Department - Update. 

 
Councillor Monteith withdrew from the meeting at 7.47 pm 
 
D027/25 Economic Development Report - OBFD 
 
The Economic Regeneration Service Manager (ERSM) presented previously 
circulated report which sought approval for renewal of membership with NI Chamber 
of Commerce 2025.  The ERSM highlighted typo on the report and that the cost of 
renewal is £3,230 + vat. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Black  
Seconded by Councillor McNamee and  
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Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve corporate membership of 

NI Chamber of Commerce at a cost of £3,230 + vat for the period 1 
January 2025 to 31 December 2025. 

 
Councillor F Burton asked if Fivemiletown Chamber of Commerce is included within 
this as it has lobbied hard to bring numerous businesses to Fivemiletown. 
 
The ERSM advised that NI Chamber of Commerce is an overarching body and that 
Fivemiletown Chamber of Commerce could be a member within that.  The ERSM 
stated she would check with Fivemiletown Chamber of Commerce if they are a 
member. 
 
Councillor Burton asked if the information that comes from NI Chamber of Commerce 
is shared with Fivemiletown Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The ERSM advised that information relating to Mid Ulster is circulated to businesses 
by way of ezine. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Black stated that any business would have the opportunity to 
join the overarching NI Chamber of Commerce should they wish to do so. 
 
Councillor Molloy referred to article published this week and highlighted that Mid Ulster 
leads the way in terms of start up businesses.  The Councillor stated that this Council 
supports Chambers of Commerce and Enterprise Centres and that all that good work 
helps start up businesses succeed and that this should be recognised. 
 
 
Matters for Information  
 
D028/25 Minutes of Development Committee held on 16 January 2025 
 
Members noted Minutes of Development Committee held on 16 January 2025. 
 
D029/25 Environmental Health Service Update  
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provide update on Environmental 
Health Service. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to Council’s support of Fivemiletown Youth Annexe and 
the swimming pool located there and highlighted that since the last storm the 
swimming pool has been closed.  The Councillor stated that the swimming pool is well 
used and asked if Council can provide any support in getting it up and running again. 
 
The SD: C&P stated there is to be a wider ongoing conversation with the Education 
Authority regarding Fivemiletown College and Council’s contribution under the Service 
Level Agreement.  The SD: C&P stated that on the matter referred to by Councillor 
Burton Council do not own the premises and therefore maintenance issues are a 
matter for the school and/or the Education Authority.  
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Councillor F Burton stated it is unfortunate that the swimming pool remains closed and 
that people cannot get access to it. 
 
D030/25 The Transfer of the Landlord Registration Scheme to Councils 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the transfer of 
the Landlord Registration Scheme to Councils. 

D031/25 NIE overhead cables in close proximity to playparks 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which outlined the number of play parks in 
the District that are situated beneath or near to NIE overhead cables. 
 
Councillor Bell commended officers on the work done on this matter.  The Councillor 
stated that Derrychrin Park is the only site badly impacted by bird foul and the health 
and safety concerns this poses for users of the park and he would propose that 
Council endeavour to seek bird deterrents be put up on the overhead cables at that 
site. 
 
Councillor McNamee seconded Councillor Bell’s proposal. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to seek bird detterents be put up on 

overhead cables at Derrychrin Park. 
 
D032/25 Economic Development Report - OBFI 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on the following 
key activities –  
 

• Evaluation of Mid Ulster Labour Market Partnership (LMP) Academies 
• TRPSI Rural Business Development Grant Scheme 2024/2025 
• Mid Ulster International Women’s Day Events  
 

 
The live broadcast ended at 7.55 pm. 
 
 
Local Government (NI) Act 2014 – Confidential Business 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by Councillor Corry and  
 
Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local 

Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public in accordance with 
Section 42, Part 1 Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 
that Members of the public be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst 
members consider items D033/25 to D036/25. 
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 Matters for Decision 
D033/25 SHHP Bellaghy Bawn Writers Residency Project 
D034/25 Integrated Debt Advice Programme 
D035/25 Economic Development Report - CBFD 
 

  Matters for Information  
D036/25 Confidential Minutes of Development Committee held on 

16 January 2025 
 

D037/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7pm and ended at 8.02 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair  ________________________ 
 
 
 

   
 

Date _________________________ 
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Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 
Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 
move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 
invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 
 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 
issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself  
 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 
whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 
 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 
referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 
making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 
roll call of all other Members in attendance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Torrent Valley Rural Independent Living Community

A VISION

13th February 2025



We will walk and talk you through:

Where we have been

Where we want to go … and why

How You Can Help Us to Help You



Vision
Independent Living Rural community:

• Transferring the 15 minute city model to rural Ireland

• Supporting and empowering citizens from birth to end of life 

• Taking local ownership and accountability for our needs

Area 14 acres developed as series of five separate but interrelated projects

Connected to the Village

Sustainable, innovative and inclusive



How will we deliver the Independent Living Village Vision, 

in Mid-Ulster?

One:     Healthy Living Centre

Two:     Torrent Business Park Extension

Three:  Housing Development to include Independent Living 

Units

Four:    Bardic Theatre Enhancement Programme

Five:     Social Farm



Project One – Healthy Living 

Centre

Development of a building which will accommodate  

rural GP provision, and allied health and wellbeing 

businesses (e.g.  podiatrist, dentist, physio, remedial 

sports masseuse, complementary therapists). 

Potential to include a Creche and possibly respite 

care for children/adults with learning disabilities. 



Project Two:

Torrent Valley

Business Park Extension

The initial two phases of TVI workspace are fully let and 

this has consistently been the case.  

The new phase should examine the provision of space to 

support people to work ‘closer to home’ (arising out of 

Covid 19) … i.e., hotdesking or co-working as well as 

additional units   



Develop housing units (up to six) 

within the housing element of the site 

which have been designed to meet the 

needs of older people and adults with 

learning disabilities who want to live 

independently within the community. 

Project Three: 

Independent Living Unit



Develop a renovation plan that includes 

the creation of additional seating capacity, 

dedicated rehearsal space 

and refurbished reception / bar area. 

Project Four: 

Bardic Theatre enhancement 



Project Five:

Social Farm

Provide a Social Farm which offers 

training and employment opportunities 

for adults with learning disability 

(18 years old+).  

Could be linked with independent living 

proposals for adults with learning 

disabilities





Work Done and Work to Do . . .
Community Engagement … confirming needs

Commissioned design team to translate needs into a Masterplan 

(draft and subject to refinement and reworking)

Full community engagement

Engage with specialist/statutory organisations (e.g. SHSCT, DKIT)

Re-engage with local groups

Confirm final designs and specifications

Secure full planning permission

Identify potential partners

Secure full funding package



How Can MUDC Help Donaghmore and 

Donaghmore HELP MUDC?

Partnership for strategic funding opportunities

Influence

Unlock technical support

Collaborate to deliver the first independent living rural model in Ireland



THANK  YOU
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