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Minutes of Meeting of Policy and Resources Committee of Mid Ulster District 
Council held on Thursday 5 December 2024 in the Council Offices, Ballyronan 
Road, Magherafelt and by Virtual Means 
 
 
Members Present  Councillor Quinn, Chair 
  

Councillor Brown, F Burton* (7.07 pm), J Burton, Cahoon, 
Corry, Gildernew*, Johnston*, McAleer, McConnell* (7.19 
pm), McLean, McLernon*, S McPeake, Molloy*, Totten*, 
Wilson 

 
Officers in Mrs Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational 
Attendance Development, Strategy & Performance (SD: ODSP) 
 Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational 

Development, Strategy & Performance (AD: ODSP)** 
 Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services and 

Engagement (HoSS&E) 
 Ms McNally, Assistant Director of Corporate Services & 

Finance (AD: CS&F) 
Mr O’Hagan, Head of IT (HoIT) 
Mr Scullion, Assistant Director of Property Services (AD: 
PS)** 

             Miss Thompson, Committee and Member Services Officer 
 
*   Denotes members present in remote attendance  
**  Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes others present by remote means 
 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Quinn welcomed everyone to the meeting and those watching 
the meeting through the Live Broadcast. Councillor Quinn in introducing the meeting 
detailed the operational arrangements for transacting the business of the committee 
in the Chamber and by virtual means, by referring to Annex A to this minute. 
 
PR211/24 Notice of Recording 
 
Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent 
broadcast on the Council’s You Tube site. 
 
PR212/24 Apologies 
 
Apology received from the Chief Executive and Head of Human Resources. 
 
PR213/24 Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chair, Councillor Quinn reminded Members of their responsibility with regard to 
declarations of interest. 
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PR214/24 Chairs Business 
 
None. 
 
 
Matters for Decision  
 
PR215/24 Draft Consultation NIFRS Community Risk Management Plan  
 
The Head of Strategic Services and Engagement (HoSS&E) presented previously 
circulated report which outlined the draft consultation response developed on behalf 
of Mid Ulster District Council in response to the NIFRS Community Risk 
Management Plan. 
 
Councillor S McPeake stated he welcomed the response as provided and whilst he 
could not attend the Councillor workshop on the matter he did get the benefit of the 
NIFRS presentation at a recent NILGA meeting.  The Councillor stated that at that 
meeting he did refer to NIFRS being at Desertcreat and that Council are delighted to 
have them in the area and would want to work in partnership with them.  Councillor S 
McPeake stated he recognised the work NIFRS are doing and that they are engaging 
with the rural community, farming community and industry etc and that if Council can 
enhance that working relationship it should offer to do so.  Councillor S McPeake 
proposed the response as outlined to include commentary as referenced above. 
 
Councillor McAleer seconded Councillor S McPeake’s proposal. 
 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve the submission of the 

draft response as circulated at appendix to include commentary in 
relation to Council working in partnership with NIFRS. 

 
PR216/24  Request(s) to Illuminate Council Property 
 
The Chair, Councillor Quinn declared an interest in this item. 
 
Members considered previously circulated report which sought approval to illuminate 
and light up the Council’s three designated properties to raise awareness for the 
following: 
 

• Samaritans:  Longest Night Campaign - 21 December 2024  Colour: Green 

• Foundation for Kawasaki Disease – Awareness Day – 26 January 2025  
Colour: Red 

• Holocaust Memorial Trust:  Holocaust Memorial Day - 27 January 2025  
Colour:  Purple 

• Cat Eye Syndrome (CES) Awareness Day - 22 March 2025  Colour:  Orange  

• HSC NI Adoption & Foster Care – Foster Care Fortnight - 19 May 2025  
Colour:  Turquoise & Yellow (if single colour turquoise) 

 
The HoSS&E advised of additional request which had been received since the report 
was published namely:  
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• Organ Donation Discussion Day – 11 December 2024  Colour: To be decided 
 

Proposed by Councillor Brown  
Seconded by Councillor McLean and  
 

Resolved That it be recommended to Council to illuminate the three designated 
Council properties as follows – 

• Samaritans:  Longest Night Campaign - 21 December 2024  Colour: 
Green 

• Foundation for Kawasaki Disease – Awareness Day – 26 January 
2025  Colour: Red 

• Holocaust Memorial Trust:  Holocaust Memorial Day - 27 January 
2025  Colour:  Purple 

• Cat Eye Syndrome (CES) Awareness Day - 22 March 2025  Colour:  
Orange  

• HSC NI Adoption & Foster Care – Foster Care Fortnight - 19 May 
2025  Colour:  Turquoise & Yellow (if single colour turquoise) 

• Organ Donation Discussion Day – 11 December 2024  Colour: To be 
decided 

 
PR217/24  Elected Member Development Working Group  
 
The Head of Strategic Services and Engagement (HoSS&E) presented previously 
circulated report which considered the report of a meeting of the Elected Member 
Development Working Group held on 6 November 2024. 
 
Councillor F Burton joined the meeting at 7.07 pm 
 

Proposed by Councillor McLean 
Seconded by Councillor Wilson and  

 
Resolved That it be recommended to Council to approve the report and 

recommendations of the Elected Member Development Steering Group 
meeting, and actions contained, held on 6 November 2024 to include: 
(i) That EMDWG recommend to Policy & Resources Committee that 

Council request to reassess for Charter Status and continue to work 
towards Charter Plus.  Costs approximately £2500. 

 
Councillor J Burton asked if it is common that money is given to working groups and 
if the money is coming from Council budgets. 
 
The HoSS&E stated that the fee is for the accreditation of Charter Status and to 
continue work towards getting Charter Plus accreditation.  The HoSS&E advised that 
this is a recurring fee every three years and that the ongoing work provides a  
structured framework for Members in terms of their development. 
 
PR218/24 Member Services 
 
No issues. 
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Matters for Information 
 
PR219/24 Minutes of Policy and Resources Committee held on 7 November 

2024 
 

Members noted Minutes of Policy & Resources Committee held on 7 November 
2024. 
 
PR220/24 Local Government Partnership on Travellers Issues: Subscription 

2023-24 
 
Members noted previously circulated report which provided update on request 
received from the Northern Ireland Local Government Partnership on Travellers 
Issues for annual membership subscription for period 2024-2025. 
 
 
Live broadcast ended at 7.09 pm.   
 
 
Local Government (NI) Act 2014 - Confidential Business 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Brown  
 Seconded by Councillor Corry and  
 
Resolved In accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 

Government Act (NI) 2014 that Members of the public be asked to 
withdraw from the meeting whilst Members consider items PR221/24 
to PR232/24. 
 
Matters for Decision  
PR221/24 Land and Property Matters 
PR222/24 Information Technology Contract Extensions and Direct 

Awards - December 2024 
PR223/24 HR Staffing Matters 
PR224/24 Staffing Matters for Decision 
PR225/24 Debt Write Off 

 
Matters for Information  
PR226/24 Confidential Minutes of Policy & Resources Committee 

held on 7 November 2024 
PR227/24 Treasury Management - Update 
PR228/24 Financial report for 7 months ended 31 October 2024 
PR229/24 Contracts and DAC Registers 
PR230/24 Staff Matters for Information  
PR231/24 Fair Employment Monitoring Return and update on  

submission of Article 55 Review Report 
PR232/24 Claim against Mid Ulster District Council – Verbal Update 
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P233/24  Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 7.57 pm. 
 

Chair _________________________ 
 
 
 
Date _________________________ 
 

 
Annex A – Introductory Remarks from the Chairperson 
 

Good evening and welcome to the Council’s [Policy & Resources/Environment/ 

Development] Committee in the Chamber, [Cookstown/Magherafelt] and virtually. 

I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 

Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we 

move into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  

Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 

o If you have joined the meeting remotely, please keep your audio on mute unless 

invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 

o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 

issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 

o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself  

 

o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 

whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining  

 

o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 

o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 

o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 

referred to 

 

o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 

making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 

Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda - apologies and then 

roll call of all other Members in attendance. 


