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Minutes of Meeting of Mid Ulster District Council held on Thursday 27 February 
2025 in the Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon and by virtual means 
 
 
Chair Councillor McConnell 

 
Members Present Councillors Bell, Brown*, J Buchanan*, W Buchanan,  

F Burton, Cahoon, Carney*, Clarke, Corry, Cuthbertson, Forde, 
Gildernew, Graham*, Groogan, Johnston, Kelly, Kerr, Martin*, 
McAleer, McElvogue, McFlynn, McGuigan, McLean, McLernon, 
McNamee, D McPeake, S McPeake, McQuade, Mullin*, Molloy, 
Monteith, Milne*, Quinn(8.25pm)*, Robinson, Totten (7.29pm), 
Varsani and Wilson 

 
Officers in Mr McCreesh, Chief Executive 
Attendance Mr Black, Strategic Director of Communities & Place (SD:C&P) 
 Ms Campbell, Strategic Director Environment (SD: Env) 
 Ms Keys, Marketing and Communications Manager 
 Mr McGuckin, Head of Strategic Services & Engagement 

(HoSSE) 
 Mr Moffett, Assistant Director of Organisational  
 Development Strategy and Performance (AD: ODSP) 
 Mr Brown, ICT 

Mrs Forde, Committee and Member Services Manager 
 

* Denotes Members present in remote attendance 

** Denotes Officers present by remote means 
*** Denotes Others present by remote means 
 
The meeting commenced at 7 pm. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
watching the meeting through the Live Broadcast.  
 
 
C022/25 Notice of Recording 
 
Members noted that the meeting would be webcast for live and subsequent broadcast 
on the Council’s You Tube site. 
 
C023/25 Apologies 
 
Councillor Black, J Burton  
 
Ms Canavan, Strategic Director of Organisational Development Strategy and 
Performance (SD: ODSP) 
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C024/25 Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell reminded Members of their responsibility regarding 
declarations of interest. 
 
C025/25  Chair’s Business 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell, in his opening remarks said, “Good evening, I’d like to 
mention a few things this evening, firstly to highlight that if you haven’t already 
submitted a nomination to next month’s Arts, Culture and Community Awards, then you 
don’t have a lot of time to do so. Nominations close tomorrow, the twenty eighth at 12 
noon. It’s a great chance to shine a spotlight on the incredible individuals and groups 
who make a real difference in the lives of others, so please make sure that the people 
who deserve the awards are in the running.  All of the details are on the Council’s 
website.   
 
I’d also like to mention two great opportunities for the young people of our district, the 
first of these being the Bounce Back project, delivered through our Labour Market 
Partnership.  The Bounce Back Programme is designed to offer participants the tools 
they need to break down the mental health barriers that are preventing them from 
entering the workforce, providing them with the support required to take the next step 
toward employment or education. I would encourage anyone who is eligible and 
interested to apply now. 
 
The Council’s undergraduate programme has just opened and is designed to bring 
highly motivated undergraduate students from diverse backgrounds into the Council to 
work on projects across the organisation.  This initiative provides a fantastic opportunity 
for students to gain real-world experience while contributing fresh ideas and energy to 
our services and how we deliver them to our residents. 
 
I’m also proud to say that the excellent way we deliver our services has been 
recognised, with the Council becoming a finalist in this year’s Local Government 
Awards, with four different projects and initiatives being shortlisted across four 
categories.  Each of the nominated projects benefit our residents, show continuous 
improvement and contribute at a grass roots level to important wider government 
priorities.  My congratulations to the individuals and teams involved and I wish them and 
our colleagues in other councils the best of luck at the awards ceremony at the end of 
March. 
 
There’s also lots for our residents and businesses to see and do this March with two 
fantastic events taking place.  Both events will acknowledge and celebrate the 
achievements of inspirational women who are making a major impact in the world of 
business, community and all areas of society ahead of International Women’s Day.  
 
There’s also a Big Breakfast to support our Mid Ulster businesses on their journey to 
Net Zero happening next Thursday, and the first ever Taste Mid Ulster Restaurant 
Week, a celebration of all the wonderful fresh produce and creative cuisine across Mid 
Ulster is from the tenth to the sixteenth of March.  
 



3 – Council (27.02.25) 
 

The Council’s annual Seachtain na Gaeilge festival is also happening in March. For 
now, the programme is under wraps but will be launched next week, so whether you are 
a beginner or improver in the language, I’m sure there will be something that interests 
you.  That concludes my remarks for this evening.” 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell, expressed disappointment that Members continue to 
submit items for Chair’s business after the closing date and as previously advised he 
would not  be facilitating late requests.  The Chair offered congratulations to  
 

• Derrylaughan -Kevin Barry’s GAC on their 80th Anniversary  
• Ellen Corbett from Cookstown who won the prestigious Steven Pender Prize and 

was the first Irish language winner from 2012.   
• Carmen McAleer Irish Dancing Championship from Dungannon; 
• Livingstone Family who during a recent tractor run raised substantial monies for 

three local charities.  

The Chair, Councillor McConnell, invited Councillor Robinson to speak on Chair’s 
Business. 

Councillor Robinson said, “Thank you Chair, I wish to refer to the recent Storm Éowyn, 
which hit our shores just five weeks ago tonight.  Firstly I want to pay tribute to our 
many local framers, who when everyone else was staying indoors to keep safe, they 
had to go outdoors and face the storm and carry on with their everyday life, cows 
needing milked, eggs to be gathered and livestock fed, animals needed to be attended 
to storm or no storm, it wasn’t an option to lie in bed and listen to the wind and rain as 
many where able to do.  I spoke with farmers whose morning started at 4am to try and 
have milking, feeding and things done before a power cut would kick in. 
 
Like many within the Clogher Valley that Friday morning I got up early, to find no 
electric, no mains water, no phone, no 4g, Wi-Fi etc.  I left home just before 6am and 
had to take four different routes due to fallen trees and debris on the roads.  On my way 
I kept checking for phone signal, but nothing.  I eventually got phone coverage just 
about Cabra Filling Station.  
 
After seeing to the livestock on the farm, my thoughts quickly turned to all the fallen 
trees and debris blocking many of the roads, and indeed the overhead cables lying on 
roadsides, after finding phone signal again, I started reporting the damage to the 
relevant departments.  
 
Throughout that Friday I witnessed on several occasions many of our farmers out with 
tractors and site handlers clearing debris of the roads and cutting trees to facilitate local 
traffic and farm deliveries.  Even on the A5 around Ballygawley farmers cleared and cut 
up many of the fallen trees.  So, I think we owe a massive gratitude to our farmers for 
all they do often after various storms and under very difficult circumstances at times.  
So, a massive ‘Thank You’ to our farmers! 
 
I also want to pay tribute to our first responders and our essential services engineers, 
whether that be NIW, NIE who for a number of days had to operate under very difficult 
and stressful conditions, I’m aware of at least one case locally, were fire crews had to 
sleep in the fire station for a number of nights, due to the fact there was no back up call 
facility in the station when there power was off!  Also, I spoke with several of our 
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water/electric engineers who hadn’t been home for days and were sleeping in their 
vehicles overnight.  I firmly belief many of these folks where the heroes of Storm 
Éowyn.    
 
Over the following days like many within this chamber, I spent hours each day phoning 
NIE enquiring about updates and reporting damaged poles and overhead cables etc. 
On hindsight I believe NIE should be congratulated on the professional and supportive 
manner they handled thousands and thousands of calls day after day enquiring about 
supplies and reconnection dates. From early many mornings often until midnight I 
would speak with NIE call handlers updating notes and getting back to constituents, on 
occasions when staff didn’t have the info I was enquiring after, they would get their 
colleagues with better knowledge in that area to ring and update us.  And again, I feel 
the various engineers and support staff should be recognised, they quite literally put 
their lives on hold for the next week and dedicated their time too restoring services back 
to customers.  Thank you to NIE, NIW, staff, engineers and sub-contractors for their 
exemplary efforts after the storm.   
 
Now that brings me on to the Wi-Fi and phone companies. I don’t think any of these 
companies could be mentioned in the same breath as my previous comments. It was 
such a different experience from the phone being answered within minutes with NIE, to 
holding on at least 30/40mins and then being told under GDPR regulations they couldn’t 
talk to elected reprentatives about outstanding faults. My experience with both BT and 
Fibrus has been far from satisfactory to put it mildly. It feels like BT are masters at 
connecting us to speak with each other, but when it comes to speaking with BT, could I 
suggest they are still masters, but in the opposite, so you can’t talk with anyone within 
BT. However, my experience of speaking with Fibrus was slightly better, but quite often 
the updates and information they gave me didn’t seem to match with what they had told 
the customer!  
 
Finally, Chair I wish to make a proposal tonight that this council invite the Forestry 
Service to meet with the Environment committee to highlight the concerns around trees 
growing under overhead lines.  In the Clogher Valley we have witnessed no less than 4 
power cuts over the last number of months, and on most of those occasions it is due to 
power lines being damaged by fallen trees.  This has been reported locally by several of 
our local news outlets.  I also witnessed myself up at Mullaghfad forest outside 
Fivemiletown, hundreds of metres of forestry trees growing within metres of the 
overhead lines.  This to me seems almost criminal.  And I’m reliably informed these 
trees were planted after the overhead lines had been installed.  I would suggest going 
forward to prevent the widespread damage to power lines across Northern Ireland, 
trees should not be allowed to be planted within a certain distance of the overhead 
power lines.   

Thank you Chair and Members for your patience.” 

The Chair, Councillor McConnell, concurred. 

Resolved  That Forest Service be invited to meet with the Environment 
Committee to highlight the concerns around trees growing under 
overhead lines.   
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The Chair, Councillor McConnell invited Councillor McNamee to speak on Chair’s 
Business. 

Councillor McNamee condemned attacks on dual language signage and said that 
Members will recall the recent BBC documentary which focused on damage to signs 
across the north.  He said there had been over 200 signs damaged, two thirds of which 
were in the Mid Ulster area.  Councillor McNamee said there had been an orchestrated 
campaign over the past four to five years and Sinn Féin had repeatedly raised the issue 
at both Council and PCSP but to date there had been failure on political unionism to 
condemn.  He continued that the attacks are a result of hate crime against those who 
through a democratic process opted to have their road signs in both languages.  In 
conclusion he said this ultimately impacted community relations and called on unionists 
to call out the ongoing criminal damage, as it should not be happening and needs to 
stop.  Councillor McNamee said unionists continued to be silent.  

The Chair, Councillor McConnell concluded Chair’s business. 

 
Matters for Decision 
 
C026/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Council Meeting held on 23 January 2025 
 
Councillor Kerr drew attention to C009/25 Environment Committee – Service Level 
Agreement with Road Service and sought an update. 
 
The Chair of Environment Committee Councillor McAleer said that the Committee had 
received no formal response. 
 
The SD: Environment said that the paper brought to the Environment Committee 
previously had led to a three-year contract and that the contract does not refer to a 
number of days but rather prolonged icy conditions.   
 
Councillor Monteith drew attention to C005/25 Deputation:  Northern Health & Social 
Care Trust and Southern Health and Social Care Trust and said that again health 
issues were prominent in the news.  He said that it was with great alarm for Mid Ulster 
that he heard South Tyrone described as a local hospital that would continue to offer a 
broad range of services but to remain open, they would have to meet the needs.  He 
said that the consultation Hospitals Creating a Network for Better Outcomes ends 
Friday 28 February and thus he would request that the Chair write to the Department of 
Health to express Councils outrage and opposition to the descriptors used for South 
Tyrone Hospital as it would no doubt lead to a reduction in services or closure.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Monteith 
 

That Council write to the Department of Health highlighting outrage at their 
terminology which would ultimately be used to down grade the minimal services 
that are currently at South Tyrone Hospital. 
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Councillor Gildernew said that she had intended to propose at agenda item 12 that the 
wording – No further cuts to be made to current service provision and opportunities to 
increase services to residents of Mid Ulster be explored.  
 
Councillor S McPeake said he appreciated Councillor Monteiths comments but that the 
issue had been incorporated into the draft response at agenda item 12 and wording had 
been included that the hospital estates at both Dungannon and Magherafelt could be 
utilised more. 
 
Councillor Monteith said that the terminology being used is the determination of a local 
hospital, it is that terminology a local hospital meets population needs and be cost 
effective.  He said both South Tyrone and Mid Ulster are designated as local hospitals, 
and this was them being set up for closure 
 
Councillor Cuthbertson said he has asked previously for the resurrection of the biannual 
meetings with Health Boards and GPs.   
 
 Proposed by Councillor Kerr 
 Seconded by Councillor McGuigan and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Council held on Thursday 23 January 2025 

(C001/25 – C014/25 and C021/25) transacted in Open Business having 
been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C027/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Planning Committee Meeting held on 4 February 
2025 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Robinson 
 Seconded by Councillor D McPeake and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 4 February 

2025 (P013/25 – P018/25 and P024/25) transacted in Open Business 
having been printed and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C028/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on 6 
February 2025 

 
 Proposed by Councillor Corry   
 Seconded by Councillor Gildernew and 
 
Resolved  That the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee held on Thursday 

6 February 2025 (PR020/25 – PR029/25 and PR038/25) transacted in 
Open Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C029/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Special Council Meeting held on 10 February 2025 
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Proposed by Councillor McGuigan   
Seconded by Councillor McLernon and  

 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Special Council held on Monday 10 February 2025 

(SC001/25 – SC010/25) transacted in Open Business having been printed 
and circulated were considered and adopted. 

 
C030/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Environment Committee Meeting held on 11 
February 2025 

  
Councillor Kerr referred to E034/25 New Year Refuse Collection and said that it did not 
provide any direction on how bins being missed could be reported.  He said many 
elderly residents do not use computers/social media and he had requested that the 
report to committee would highlight how bins and locations missed could be alerted to 
those not using social media.  He said as outlined in the report many people had taken 
bins back in as they were unaware of the request to leave bins out until they were 
collected.  Councillor Kerr requested that ways of communicating to people who are not 
on social media to keep bins out if collections are missed be explored.  
 
Councillor Wilson requested that the Environment Committee explore what could be 
done to deter dog fouling in cemeteries, he said on a recent visit to his father’s grave a 
dog had fouled on it and in talking to the grave attendants they said they regularly had 
to clean up dog fouling.  He stated that Council needed to take more proactive action in 
relation to both dog fouling in cemeteries and in streets. 
 
The Chief Executive advised that aforementioned issues would be referred to relevant 
committees.  
 

Proposed by Councillor McAleer  
Seconded by Councillor Groogan and  

 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 11 

February 2025 (E024/25 – E038/25 and E049/25) transacted in Open 
Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C031/25 Receive and Consider Minutes of matters transacted in “Open 

Business” at the Development Committee Meeting held on 13  
 
Councillor Wilson drew attention to some parks still being closed following recent 
storms.  He requested that at least once a week Council should provide an update on 
social media as to whether the parks impacted had re-opened.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Gildernew 
 Seconded by Councillor Corry and  
 
Resolved That the Minutes of the Development Committee held on Thursday 13 

February 2025 (D021/25 – D032/25 and D037/25) transacted in Open 



8 – Council (27.02.25) 
 

Business having been printed and circulated were considered and 
adopted. 

 
C032/25 Conferences, Seminars and Training  
 
The HoSS&E sought approval for the previously circulated report on conferences, 
seminars and training as outlined in Appendix A and B of the report. 
  
  
 Proposed by Councillor Groogan  
 Seconded by Councillor McAleer and 
 
Resolved That approval be given to submitted requests for conferences, seminars 

and training as outlined at Appendix A and B to the report. 
 
C033/25 Draft Consultation Response on DoH ‘Hospitals – Creating a Network 

for Better Outcomes’ Consultation  
 
The HoSS&E presented report which outlined Council’s draft consultation response to 
on DoH ‘Hospitals – Creating a Network for Better Outcomes’ Consultation.  The 
HoSS&E sought approval for submission of the response. 
  
Following on from discussion at C26/25 it was proposed that that the submission 
include comments 
 

(i) No further cuts to be made to current service provision and opportunities 
to increase services to residents of Mid Ulster be explored. 

(ii) that the terminology used in describing South Tyrone and Mid Ulster 
Hospital as local be challenged as giving the criteria linked to this it would 
ultimately lead to their closure.  

 
Councillor F Burton said that looking on to consultations listed in the report she would 
support the idea of more cameras for staff and spoke of how recent documentary had 
highlighted NHS staff being hit.  She said she would support increase in camera usage 
and would like the Southern Trust to do a similar consultation. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Monteith 
 Seconded by Councillor Kerr and 
 
Resolved That approval be given to submit the draft response as outlined at 

appendix to report including comments: 
 

(i) No further cuts to be made to current service provision and 
opportunities to increase services to residents of Mid Ulster be 
explored. 

(ii) that the terminology used in describing South Tyrone and Mid 
Ulster Hospital as local be challenged as giving the criteria linked to 
this it would ultimately lead to their closure.  
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Matters for Information 
 
C034/25 Correspondence  
 
Members noted update on correspondence received for attention of Council. 
 
Councillor McNamee drew attention to correspondence from Department for 
Infrastructure in relation to Shopmobility funding and requested that the SD: 
Development engage with Shopmobility in relation to funding for incoming years. 
 
Councillor Molloy referred to correspondence from Department for Infrastructure in 
relation to on street carparking and said that the item should be kept on the agenda to 
keep the pressure on. 
 
Councillor Varsani said that as well as pursuing further on street parking Council should 
also form perhaps a working group to develop a plan to remotivate people back into 
town centres.  She requested that the appropriate committee take the discussion 
forward. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell referred the matters back to committee.  
 
Councillor Kerr drew attention to correspondence from Department for Infrastructure 
Rivers Directorate regarding sandbags and said that during recent storms some 
members of the public were not aware that Council could make available sandbags.  He 
asked that going forward when severe weather was forecast that for example sandbag 
availability was promoted on social media.  
 
It was further commented that Council had made available facilities for people impacted 
by power cuts due to storm damage and that now Council should look for the learning 
for going forward.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said that the request would be raised with 
Communications.  
 
Councillor Cuthbertson drew attention to correspondence from Department for 
Infrastructure in relation to on street parking and said that perhaps Council staff could 
assist with the consultation progress.  He alluded to the change in Minister for the 
Department and said that there needs to be changes going forward as in local section 
offices there is no one trained for example to erect signs or deal with fallen trees and 
the service mostly relies on third party contractors.  Councillor Cuthbertson stated that 
hopefully Minister Kimmons could bring changes.  He spoke of the potholes throughout 
Mid Ulster and beyond and proposed that Council writes to the Minister to encourage 
her to press for more funding so that the Department and Section offices have the 
resources to carry out their responsibilities.   
 
Councillor Monteith welcomed the consultation regarding on street parking but 
emphasized this was some 12 months on from it was first raised and was an example 
of the frustrations being experienced.  He concurred with Councillor Cuthbertson’s 
comments regarding lack of resources and said it was a disgrace especially since the 
third-party contractor is now gone.  Councillor Monteith said the public was ‘up in arms’ 
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at the state of road signs, verges, the roads themselves and said that anything that can 
be done should be done.  He said that Members were now like the clerk of works for 
Department of Infrastructure as inspections had been reduced and ultimately the roads 
are in a dangerous state.  
 
 Proposed by Councillor Cuthbertson 
 Seconded by Councillor Monteith and 
 
Resolved That Council write to Minister DfI Roads to press for more funding in order 

that there is sufficient budget for road maintenance. 
 
Councillor Monteith drew attention to correspondence from the Northern Ireland 
Housing Executive in relation to housing accommodation for sex offenders.  He said 
that people who had committed such offences were being allocated housing beside 
young families, adjacent to sports facilities, schools and play areas and it was the 
working class who were bearing the brunt.  He said such offenders were living in 
densely populated areas, apartment blocks with communal entrances with young 
families residing in them.  He stated that he found the letter offensive and proposed that 
Council write to NIHE to request detail of criteria used when allocating housing 
accommodation to sex offenders: 
 
Councillor Kerr seconded the proposal. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Monteith 
 Seconded by Councillor Kerr and 
 
Resolved That Council write to NIHE to request detail of criteria used when 

allocating housing accommodation to sex offenders. 
 
Councillor Gildernew concurred with Councillor McNamee’s comments in relation to 
Shopmobility funding and said it was only during a recent presentation she became 
aware of the extent of their work which was truly exceptional. 
 
Councillor Wilson drew attention to correspondence received from Department for 
Communities regarding Sports Capital Funding.  He drew attention to the Your School 
Your Club Initiative and said he had been led to believe funding had been pulled and 
proposed that Council seek clarity if it was still available and if it would continue. 
 
Resolved That Council write to DfC to seek clarity if the funding for ‘Your School 
  Your Club’ Initiative is still available and if it will continue to 2025/2026. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to earlier comments in relation to roads and said that she 
had spent the weekend driving around her constituency noting signs that were down, 
damaged, for example the chevrons twisted on Ballygawley Road old roundabout.  She 
said that stop signs were lying on the road, many were turned into the hedge and a long 
hard look was needed at community and vehicle safety.   
 
Councillor F Burton also referred to the British Telecom service councillor line and said 
throughout the period of recent storms the line was never answered.  She said she had 
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contacted Member Support who provided a further number, but it also was not 
answered and for a company that provides communications their own was poor. 
 
Councillor F Burton referred to comments in relation to Shopmobility and requested that 
CDM Community Transport be included in any discussion as both had been previously 
hit by funding costs and both helped and supported those living in rural communities.  
 
Councillor McAleer left the meeting  
 
Councillor McNamee stated he found it hilarious that a unionist colleague complains 
about signs being down yet dual language signs are repeatedly vandalised and there is 
no comment.   
 
Councillor Varsani said there was no doubt there was under investment in the west of 
the province for many decades and perhaps it would be an idea to write to Westminster 
and ask them to send the £3b that they are sending to Ukraine as it could be spent in 
the North.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell said there had been several suggestions and called 
for a proposer and seconder.  Councillor F Burton proposed, and Councillor 
Cuthbertson seconded.  
 
 
C035/25 Consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council 
 
The HoSS&E provided update on consultations notified to Mid Ulster District Council. 
 
Councillor Corry proposed that Council respond to Department of Health - Help with 
Health Costs Consultation.  Councillor Corry said that response should include 
comments in relation to anti-poverty as many could not afford health care.   
 
Councillor Monteith supported the proposal and proposed that Council seek an 
extension to the submission date and that Delegated authority be granted to 
Development Committee to approve response:  Closing Date 10 March 2025 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Monteith 
 Seconded by Councillor Kerr and 
 
Resolved: That Council respond to Department of Health - Help with Health Costs 

Consultation seek an extension to the submission date and that Delegated 
authority granted to Development Committee to approve response:  
Closing Date 10 March 2025 

 
 
Councillor McAleer returned to the meeting.  
 
Councillor Robinson referred to earlier remarks in relation to damage to dual language 
signage and said when discussed at the environment committee he had condemned 
damage to signage and had highlighted the removal of London off signs to 
Londonderry.  
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C036/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor McLernon to move –  
 
Councillor McLernon speaking on the motion said, “Thank you, Chair.  I speak to this 
motion that I have tabled here tonight on the importance to reduce the stigma 
surrounding mental health here.  Mental health is not just a personal issue, it is a 
community issue.  It affects every single one of us, whether directly or indirectly, and it 
is time that we, as a society, recognize the importance of mental well-being as much as 
we do physical health. 
 
The impact of mental health struggles is profound.  According to recent reports, nearly 
one in four people will experience a mental health issue in their lifetime. Yet, despite 
these statistics, mental health is still seen as a taboo subject in many of our 
communities.  People are often afraid to speak out for fear of being judged, 
marginalized, or misunderstood. This silence only deepens the sense of isolation and 
makes it harder for individuals to seek the help they need. It is time for us to challenge 
this culture of stigma and discrimination.  We must recognize that mental health issues, 
like any physical illness, deserve the same level of care, attention, and support.  
 
This motion calls for us to work towards a future where mental health is no longer a 
subject of shame, but one of understanding, empathy, and acceptance. 
 
First, we must prioritize education. We need to ensure that everyone-young and old-
understands that mental health is just as important as physical health.  
Schools, workplaces, and public spaces must promote mental health awareness, 
providing people with the tools and knowledge to recognize the signs of mental health 
struggles and the resources available to help.  Theme one in the Mental Health 
Strategy deals with the issue of stigma and promoting mental wellbeing in the context of 
early intervention and prevention. 
 
Second, we must ensure that mental health services are accessible to all.  This means 
increasing funding for mental health services, reducing waiting times, and ensuring that 
care is available to those in need, regardless of where they live.  If services are 
available and if we can have open conversations about mental illness the level of 
stigma associated with it decreases.  Encouraging family and friends to talk and to 
engage in services when they are needed is an important part of this process.  And 
finally, we need to lead by example. As public representatives, it is our duty to be open 
about mental health, and to create an environment where others feel safe doing the 
same.  Stigma surrounding Mental ill Health and seeking help, is still a major issue 
when it comes to accessing services, if patients or service users feel embarrassed or 
isolated when they feel they need help they are less likely to reach out for that support. 
 
Protect Life 2 in the Mental Health Strategy rightly states that stigma around suicide is a 
major concern when it comes to accessing services and often those experiencing 
suicidal ideation or severe depression may not be aware of what services they can 
access.  I want ask my fellow councillors here tonight to support this motion.  Together, 
we can work to create a more inclusive, compassionate, and supportive society for 
everyone, where mental health is treated with the same respect as physical health.  We 
can, and we must, reduce the stigma surrounding mental health here. Thank you.” 
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Councillor McLernon moved the motion: 
 

That this Council recognises that many people, from a cross-section of society, 
face mental health challenges; asserts that no person experiencing mental ill-
health should 
feel any shame due to their illness; further recognises the need to fully 
implement the Mental Health Strategy 2021-2031; commits to write to the 
Minister of Health urging him to take action to reduce stigma around mental 
illness and to bring forward a work plan on this issue, given its prevalence 
within society; and to request that the Department of Health deliver anti-stigma 
and antidiscrimination public awareness and education campaigns, as detailed 
in the first theme of the Mental Health Strategy. 

 
Councillor Gildernew seconded the motion.   
 
Councillor Wilson speaking on the motion said, “Northern Ireland’s profound challenges 
of poor mental health have been recognised for some time. We have by far the highest 
rates of poor mental health levels anywhere in the UK, with an overall 25% higher 
prevalence than England.  But instead of talking in percentage terms, I think it’s far 
better if we talk in human terms. And the blunt reality for some is that mental ill health 
means life is poorer, more challenging, and tragically in some cases - shorter than it 
should be.  This motion rightly recognises that mental health can impact us all - young 
and old, urban or rural, financially well-off or struggling. Of course, one of the 
challenges with poor mental health is it’s also one of those illnesses that can be 
masked. People, including those closest to one another, can often be presenting a 
public persona of being happy and content, and yet on the inside they could feel that 
their life is crumbling down around them. 
 
Thankfully, largely gone are the days when mental health problems were dismissed or 
even sneered at. But I accept there’s more that could be done - especially in terms of 
better public awareness.  There should be no stigma to poor mental health, and there 
are a wealth of services and interventions available for anyone who is struggling. But as 
the motion rightly points out very first action within the 10 year mental health strategy 
sets out to encourage and facilitate better public understanding and recognition of the 
issue. 
 
The mental health strategy was and still is groundbreaking. And when it was published 
all Parties to their credit quickly rallied to endorse its recommendations. Unfortunately, 
that is as far as the support has gone.  Despite repeated requests and pleas from firstly 
Robin Swann and more recently Mike Nesbitt, the Executive is still not investing in the 
plan. 
 
It has been long recognised by all Parties that the full implementation of the plan would 
be dependent on the provision of additional and recurrent funding. But to this day that 
has never been provided and instead the Department of Health has been using little 
individual pots of existing funding to progress the individual elements of the strategy. 
So, whilst I agree with the motion, Councillors need to recognise that it is their 
Executive colleagues in Belfast who ultimately are the decision makers on whether the 
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strategy is really given the chance to make the impact we all know that it could and 
should.  Thank you.” 
 
Councillor Cahoon supporting the motion, said, “My party will support the motion tonight 
and I thank the Councillors for tabling this.  I am stating the obvious by saying that 
mental illness never discriminates. It affects everybody from every walk of life, from all 
backgrounds and from every corner of the province.  Despite how common it is, so 
many individuals are suffering in silence, being weighed down by an illness and an 
unjust stigma that often accompanies that illness.  Whether it is depression, PTSD, 
eating disorders or addictions, no person experiencing mental ill health should feel 
shame due to their illness. Traumatic events, such as COVID-19 and violence in 
Northern Ireland, have all had an impact on the well-being of our people. 
In 2021, the 'Review of mental health statistics in Northern Ireland' reported that we 
have:  "the highest prevalence of mental health problems in the UK." 
In 2024, the Public Accounts Committee's 'Report on Mental Health Services in 
Northern Ireland' said:  ‘around a fifth of adults show indications of probable mental 
health problems.’ 
 
In the Northern Ireland Life and Times survey 2023, only 50% of those aged 18 to 24 
reported positively on their mental health and well-being. That is such a sad statistic for 
Northern Ireland and devastating for our young people. It is concerning that they may 
struggle to seek help due to stigma that is attached. 
 
In the course of my work as a Councillor, Veterans Champion and previous experience 
volunteering for a youth mental health charity, I have met many individuals who have 
bravely shared their personal stories of mental illness. I have listened to the struggles 
that they have faced in trying to deal with not only their condition but the stigma that 
they have faced. For some, seeking help for the first time was the hardest step because 
they feared how others would judge them. All too often, men struggle to seek help. The 
2021 NI life and times survey showed that 50% of males reported having difficulty 
talking to other people about their feelings and emotions. 
 
The success of the mental health strategy depends on more than just better treatment 
and care; it will also depend on changing the way in which we all think and speak about 
mental health in Northern Ireland. It will depend on us all challenging outdated beliefs 
and stereotypes that fuel stigma, which is why action 1 under theme 1 of the mental 
health strategy is important. 
 
The message from this Council chamber must be that we will stand with those 
individuals struggling with mental health, and that mental health is just as important as 
physical health. Northern Ireland must be a place where no one feels ashamed of their 
struggles, and no one is made to feel isolated because of their mental health.” 
 
Councillor McQuade said, I speak in full support of this motion because mental health 
remains one of the greatest challenges facing our society. Too many people are 
suffering in silence, too many are waiting months—if not years—for the help they 
desperately need, and too many families have been devastated by suicide. 

The SDLP has long championed the need for proper investment in mental health 
services, but just as importantly, we have fought to end the stigma surrounding mental 
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illness. Stigma is one of the biggest barriers to people seeking help, and without a 
dedicated effort to tackle it head-on, we will continue to see lives lost and communities 
struggling.  That is why this motion is so important. It calls for action—not just words—
to implement the Mental Health Strategy 2021-2031, deliver public awareness 
campaigns, and demand that the Minister of Health lead on this issue. But let’s be 
honest: words and strategies mean nothing without proper investment and political will. 

The SDLP has rightly pointed out that the Executive’s current funding for mental health 
still falls far short of what is required to deliver their own strategy.  Thousands of people 
in Northern Ireland are battling mental ill-health with inadequate services, long waiting 
lists, and limited community support.  We cannot continue to let them down. 

And it’s not just funding that is lacking—it’s leadership. SDLP Health Spokesperson 
Colin McGrath has highlighted that when given the chance to make suicide prevention a 
cross-departmental priority in the Programme for Government, the Executive parties 
refused. They watered down our motion, shying away from real accountability and long-
term commitments.  That is not good enough.  We cannot afford half-measures. 
Northern Ireland has some of the highest suicide rates in these islands. We have a 
legacy of trauma that continues to impact generations. And yet, when push comes to 
shove, mental health is still treated as a secondary issue. 

The SDLP believes that mental health must be a funding priority, a political priority, and 
a social priority. We need real commitments, real funding, and real action. That means:  

• Delivering anti-stigma public awareness campaigns so that no one feels 
ashamed for seeking help. 

• Investing in early intervention and community support to stop people from 
reaching crisis point. 

• Ensuring suicide prevention is a whole-government effort and not just the 
responsibility of the Department of Health. 

This motion is about sending a clear message: no one should suffer in silence, no one 
should feel shame for seeking help, and no one should be left behind. I urge all 
Members to support this motion—and to demand that the Executive stops paying lip 
service and starts delivering real change for people struggling with mental ill-health.” 
 
Councillor Monteith thanked Councillor McLernon for tabling the motion emphasising its 
importance.  He said that previous councillors had raised the issue, much work had 
been done throughout a few decades and people now could be more open about 
mental health.  However, he said as the six counties continues to be ruled from London 
by Labour cheered by the Tories the stigma was beginning to increase.  He said that 
some British confuse mental health issues and used it as an onslaught on the disability 
benefit system and the thought was too many with mental health problems were in 
receipt of benefits.  He said that Council needed to champion this as much good work 
had been done but it would be overcome as the government had their battle set on 
reducing those on benefits and the good work in supporting those with mental health 
issues would be overcome.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell sensing no dissent declared the motion carried. 
 
Councillor McLernon thanked Members for their support of the motion. 
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C037/25 Notice of Motion: Councillor Kerr to move -  
 
Councillor Kerr moved the motion:  
 

That this council calls on all politicians in Ireland to boycott the Whitehouse St. 
Patrick's Day celebrations hosted by Donald Trump and the American 
administration due to his/its culpability in the genocide happening in Palestine, 
particularly in Gaza and the West Bank. 

 
Councillor McElvogue seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor Kerr speaking on the motion said, “This motion is again self-explanatory.  I 
had brought a similar motion to this chamber last year, but it unfortunately fell.  Saint 
Patrick’s Day let’s be honest is one of the most popular holidays internationally when 
many countries and major cities turn green and express solidarity to the people of 
Ireland.   
 
One of the largest communities to celebrate this day is Irish America.  It’s a day this last 
number of years when politicians from Ireland goes to meet the ‘so called leader of the 
Free World’, the most powerful man in the world some people claim, while it is welcome 
some people have come out and declared they won’t be attending if invited, well it’s 
simply a year too late, Joe Biden was as much a cheerleader for Zionist terrorism as 
Donald Trump.  I and others position has been consistently the same no Irish politician 
should be meeting Donald Trump. 
 
His recent comments of turning Gaza into a modern day Middle Eastern Riveria, this is 
a position many people had theorised this is a land grab not only by Isreal but by 
America expansion imperialistic objectives are what Isreal and America want to 
achieve. 
 
We can see the type of deal Trump and America with Ukraine with Trump looking 
Ukraine’s natural minerals and resources to continuity with military aid to Ukraine’s war 
efforts with Russia.  Thousands upon thousands of Palestinians, Syrians, Lebanese, 
Iraqis and many other citizens have lost their lives due to modern day Zionist terrorism, 
particularly the people of Gaza and the West Bank.   
 
Trump and the American administration have also condemned and threatened to 
sanction the International Criminal Court as they have arrest warrants out for several 
Israeli leaders due to its genocide actions in the Middle East.  I condemn this action but 
am not one bit slightly surprised. 
 
I call on all to support this motion and show solidarity to the people of Palestine and the 
Middle East to boycott the celebrations of the White House on St Patrick’s day, no Irish 
politician from whatever political party should be meeting Trump while his country is 
involved in modern day genocide.” 
 
Councillor Johnston speaking on the motion said, “This is now the second year in a row 
that this motion has come before this council. Last year, it was defeated by the three 
Executive parties—an unfortunate decision. 
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While I appreciate that unionism appears to see the actions of Israel and the IDF 
through a different prism, and I’ll be honest I can’t quite get my head around that, I was 
particularly surprised that Sinn Féin chose not to support last year’s motion.  Let’s not 
forget, last year, our current Member of Parliament stood in this chamber and told us 
that- refusing to attend would be an insult to America, that it wasn’t about who occupied 
the office- and off they went, took their pictures with Biden, who after the festivities went 
right back to arming and enabling genocide. 
 
In the time since we last debated this motion, an additional 16,600 people have been 
killed, more than half of them women, children, and the elderly. That brings the total 
death toll in Gaza to 46,600.  We have not just witnessed a war—we have witnessed 
genocide unfolding in real time on our television screens. We have watched an entire 
nation torn apart, sacrificed for the political ambitions of a right-wing Israeli government 
not interested in peaceful coexistence with their Palestinian neighbours.  
 
While I recognise and condemn the horrific atrocity carried out by Hamas, it was wrong 
and it did lead to the Israelis genocidal attack, but the response from Israel was 
excessive to the furthest extremes.  There is no justification for the killing of civilians, 
ever. We in the SDLP have always been consistent in our opposition to the murder of 
innocent people trying to live their lives.  And while that government drops bombs on 
refugee camps, Western leaders toasted to democracy and human rights with the very 
people enabling these atrocities. 
  
Last year, the SDLP stood in this chamber and made it clear: we cannot pretend this 
isn’t happening. We cannot drink Guinness in the White House and celebrate being 
Irish while, at the same time, ignoring the war crimes being committed against the 
people of Gaza.  Nothing has changed this year—except the face in the Oval Office. 
Instead of Genocide Joe, we now have a narcissist who lacks compassion, and 
decency, Trump has made no secret of his desire to see the permanent removal of 
Palestinians from Gaza.  He and his property-developer friends see not a humanitarian 
catastrophe, but an opportunity to make money by creating the ultimate seaside resort 
for the Middle East, an idea he has long spouted. The Israeli government must hardly 
believe their luck: a man even more obsessed with taking land he doesn’t own, than 
they are! 
 
I was immensely proud that the SDLP took the principled stance of boycotting the White 
House last year. I am equally proud that Claire Hanna was the first to confirm this year 
that like last year that boycott will continue.  I am glad to see that Sinn Féin has now U-
turned on their previous position, following Claire Hanna’s lead and confirming they too 
will be boycotting this year’s glass-clinking, selfie-taking opportunity. This is the right 
decision. We should be united on this stance.  Ireland is a small nation, but through 
Saint Patrick’s Day, we are granted rare access to the highest levels of power in the 
United States. That access must be used wisely, not squandered. When we speak, we 
must do so with purpose, with conviction, and with principle.  
 
Boycotting Trump like we did with Biden, sends a clear, powerful message: we will not 
legitimise a White House that enables war crimes and ethnic cleansing.  This Council 
has already taken a stand as a proud supporter of the BDS movement—an initiative 
first proposed by the SDLP. Just as we stood against apartheid in South Africa, we 
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stand against apartheid in Palestine. We cannot let this moment pass without action. 
We in the SDLP will be supporting this motion.” 
 
Councillor Varsani said that there should be no misunderstanding this was a timely and 
welcome opportunity to reflect on the stark humanitarian and political needs of the 
Palestinian people and the broader region.  She said what is asked is that every party 
objectively reflect on the overwhelming body of evidence at this stage, the repeatedly 
evidenced crimes against humanity and by which powers this grotesque chapter in 
human history which is devastating to endure.  She said Sinn Féin whilst they broadly 
welcome the motion, they would abstain on the issue as they would ask each party and 
each politician to take responsibility for their own actions and step into the space, look 
at the evidence and make their decision.   
 
Councillor McLean said, “I want to caveat my comments on this motion by stating - 
based on all the problems and difficulties raised tonight, that’s facing the families, 
business and constituents of Mid Ulster is this really the best that Cllr Kerr can conjure 
to try grab a headline and outdo Sinn Féin.  Well, it’s pathetic to say the least, and it’s 
even more pathetic bearing in mind that it was the three independent cronies who at the 
Special Rates meeting “jumped into bed” and abstained therefore supporting Sinn Féin 
to increase the burden on our rate payers. 
 
However, nothing surprises me, this motion will probably be “carried” tonight; however 
not in our name as unionists we will not be supporting such a motion. 
Our party has made its position crystal clear – the decision to boycott Saint Patrick’s 
Day celebrations in Washington, D.C. is short-sighted and counterproductive and in the 
part of the SDLP grandstanding.  What really beggars’ belief is - When did Sinn Féin 
and republicans become humanitarian, what about all the inhumane atrocities in 
Northern Ireland that they supported and still support.  Is there a difference between the 
people of Gaza and the unionist and the security forces of Northern Ireland.  We within 
the DUP believe that the Saint Patrick’s Day events in Washington are an important 
opportunity to strengthen Northern Ireland’s economic and political ties with the United 
States.  Regardless of political differences, engagement with our key international 
partners is crucial—especially at a time when we need continued investment and 
support.  The DUP will be in Washington, making the case for Northern Ireland PLC, 
promoting investment, and strengthening our cultural and economic connections with 
the United States.” 
 
Councillor Wilson said that again this was headline grabbing and does not deal with 
what is going on across the board but acknowledged that the SDLP had at least alluded 
to the attack on Isreal.  He said that no one could be but moved at what was happening 
to the people especially children being killed.  He also referred to the way hostages 
were being paraded and said it was dreadful.  Councillor Wilson concurred that Saint 
Patrick’s Day does give access to the oval office and was an excellent opportunity to 
gain meetings, promote, raise concerns and overall promote Northern Ireland.  He 
concluded that if the UUP received an invitation they would be attending.   
 
Councillor Monteith expressed disappointment regarding Councillor McLean’s 
comments in relation to both him and his colleagues.  He said it was disappointing and 
beneath him, as one thing he had always said about Councillor McLean and the 
discourse he had had with him over the last number of years was that he was both 



19 – Council (27.02.25) 
 

courteous and mannerly.  Councillor Monteith stressed his disappointment in the 
derogatory terms, cat calling and name calling used by Councillor McLean against 
himself, Councillor McElvogue and Councillor Kerr and stated he wished it to be put on 
record.  He concluded by saying that it was worthy of note to look at history when not 
12 months ago the DUP voted for rates rise.    
 
Councillor McLean said that Councillor Monteith would need to give his party colleague 
Councillor Kerr a lesson in manners.   
 
Councillor Kerr indicated to speak but the Chair Councillor McConnell cut the debate.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell called for a vote on the motion 
 
For 8 
Against 10 
Abstain 19 
 
The Chair, Councillor McConnell stated the motion had fallen.  
 
Councillor Kerr expressed regret that the motion had fallen he said that other council 
areas were bringing similar motions, and it was an opportunity to show solidarity with 
the Palestinian people.  
 
In relation to the personal attacks against himself, Councillor Kerr said whilst many 
unionists’ colleagues such as the UUP disagree with him on international or 
constitutional matters they do so respectively.  He said that the personal disdain a 
certain faction within the DUP shows him is inexcusable and that he would not be 
silenced and would use his mandate to express both his own and the feelings of his 
constituents.  Councillor Kerr said the comments being made did not surprise him in the 
slightest but the absolute hypocrisy and revision being displayed by those commenting 
and advised they need to take a long hard look at themselves.  
 
 
Items restricted in accordance with Section 42, Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local 
Government Act (NI) 2014.  The public withdrew from the meeting at 8.23 pm  
 
The Chief Executive advised that as the Chair, Councillor McConnell had to withdraw 
from the meeting, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Brown was attending virtually, Councillor 
Quinn Chair of Policy and Resources was not present that the Chair of the Environment 
Committee Councillor Niall McAleer would Chair the remainder of the meeting.  
 
 
Councillor S McPeake withdrew from the meeting  
 
 
 Proposed by Councillor McNamee 
 Seconded by Councillor Molloy and 
  
Resolved That items C038/25 to C042/25 be taken as confidential business. 
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  Matters for Decision 
(i) Council Confidential minutes of meeting held on 23 January 2025 
(ii) Planning Confidential minutes of meeting held on 4 February 2025 

(iii) Policy & Resources Confidential minutes of meeting held on 6 

February 2025 

(iv) Environment Confidential minutes of meeting held on 11 February 

2025 

(v) Development Confidential minutes of meeting held on 13 February 

2025  

 
C043/25 Duration of Meeting 
 
The meeting was called for 7.00 pm and ended at 8.26 pm. 
 
 
 
       Chair ________________________ 
 
 
 
       Date _________________________ 
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Annex A - Introductory Remarks from Chairperson 
 
 
Good evening and welcome to our meeting of Mid Ulster District Council in the 
Chamber, Dungannon whether you have joined us remotely or in the Chamber.   
 
I specifically welcome the public watching us through the Live Broadcast. The Live 
Broadcast will run for the period of our Open Business but will end just before we move 
into Confidential Business. I let you know before this happens.  
 
Just some housekeeping before we commence.  Can I remind you:- 
 
o If you have joined the meeting remotely please keep your audio on mute unless 

invited to speak and then turn it off when finished speaking 

 
o Keep your video on at all times, unless you have bandwidth or internet connection 

issues, where you are advised to try turning your video off 

 
o If you wish to speak please raise your hand in the meeting or on screen and keep 

raised until observed by an Officer or myself   

 
o Should we need to take a vote this evening I will ask each member to confirm 

whether they are for or against the proposal or abstaining 

 
o When invited to speak please introduce yourself by name to the meeting 

 
o For any member attending remotely, if you declare an interest in an item, please 

turn off your video and keep your audio on mute for the duration of the item 

 
o If referring to a specific report please reference the report, page or slide being 

referred to 

 
o Lastly, I remind the public and press that taking photographs of proceedings or 

using any means to enable anyone not present to see or hear proceedings, or 

making a simultaneous oral report of the proceedings are not permitted 

 
Thank you and we will now move to the first item on the agenda – apologies and then a 
roll call of members in attendance.  
 


