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1.0 Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 

 
To bring to the attention of Members the opportunity to attend the Centenary 
Commemoration of the opening of the Ulster Tower 
 

2.0 Background 

 
2.1 

 
Each year many people from across the world make a pilgrimage to the Somme 
Battlefields to commemorate those who gave their lives during the First and 
Second World Wars.  In 1921 the Ulster Tower Memorial was built on the Somme 
battlefields to commemorate the service and sacrifice of men from the island of 
Ireland at the Somme and the wider First World War. 
 

3.0 Main Report 

 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 

 
November 2021 marks the Centenary of the Opening of the Ulster Tower.  The 
Somme Association is inviting Members to commemorate the event by attending a 
4 day tour.  The tour will be fully escorted with specialist guides. 
 

18 November 2021  Travel from Belfast to selected UK Airports to join tour 
coach and travel to Dover for ferry crossing to Northern 
France. 

19 November 2021 Centenary Commemoration of the opening of the Ulster 
Tower 

20 November 2021 Travel to Flanders and visit battlefields the Irish 
Regiments fought on 

21 November 2021 Travel back to the UK and flight back to Belfast. 

 
The tour costs is £549 per person and includes return flights from Belfast to the UK 
with one piece of hand luggage, 3 nights hotel with continental breakfast, specialist 
Battlefield guide, and excursions as detailed in the itinerary attached.  Please note 
should the trip be cancelled due to Covid the tour provider has indicated that 
monies will be refunded. 
 



3.3 
 

Key visits will include Ulster Tower Centenary Commemoration; Thiephal Wood, 
Poziéres Memorial to the mission; Thiephal Memorial to the missing, Messines 
Ridge, Spanbroekmolen Mine Crater; Tyne Cot Cemetery and Last Post Cemetery. 
 

4.0 Other Considerations 

 
4.1 

 

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 
 

Financial:  Cost for the four day trip is £549 plus return travel to Belfast and 
subsistence.  This will be from Members individual conference budget which totals 
£750 per annum.  Costs in excess of £750 will be allocated to party colleagues as 
per conference policy or alternatively met by Member. 
 

Human:  Not Applicable  
 

Risk Management:   With respect to the ongoing COVID pandemic should foreign 
travel be cancelled all monies will be refunded 
 

 
4.2 

 

Screening & Impact Assessments  
 

Equality & Good Relations Implications:  
N/A 
 

Rural Needs Implications:  N/A 
 

5.0 Recommendation(s) 

 
5.1 
 
 

 
That approval be granted to those Members who wish to attend the event with 
costs attributed to individual Member conference budget. 
 
 

6.0 Documents Attached & References 

  
Tour Brochure: Itinerary for Centenary Commemoration of the opening of the 
Ulster Tower 
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