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Cookstown, Town, Mid Ulster District Council 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Cookstown plays on its status as a retail capitol for the area, and there are a good range of 
premises in the town.  Cookstown also has some very good public spaces tucked away from 
the main street, where the main concentration of floral colour has been targeted.  
 
HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Areas of Achievement: 
Bedding, particularly Lobelia had weathered the drought conditions well and provided some 
very good shows along the main thoroughfare, including the deep red Begonia used in the 
schemes.  Beds were generally well maintained and provided good colour.  The central tree 
avenue on the main street is developing well and provides a lovely green roof for pedestrians 
on the main route. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
More planting for the signature beds on the approaches to the town.  The main roundabout on 
the Stewartstown side is becoming dated and could be reviewed for renewal.  The main council 
buildings and the curtilage could do with more floral colour was well. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Areas of Achievement: 
The amenity site was well signposted.  The streetscape and hard landscaping were of good 
quality, including near the Burnavon centre. There was also a recycling facility at the 
supermarket. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
The local authority should consider replacing the miss-spelled sign for the amenity site; it’s 
been there quite some time now! Decorative Hoardings around some of the derelict properties 
were in need of maintenance as they were themselves falling into disrepair in some places.  
There were some areas of noxious weeds such as Hogweed seen during the visit. 
 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
Areas of Achievement: 
Some individual homes had splashes of colour from seasonal planting. The little Greenvale 
Hotel had some lovely splashes of seasonal colour outside its premises. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Explicit promotion of the campaign along with much more encouragement for local 
homeowners and businesses to get involved in using seasonal plant material to enhance their 
local area. 
 

Judging date: 8th July 2018           
Judges: C Mulholland and J Lockhart  

____________________ 
For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix,  

your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 
 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 

200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 

169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 

149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 

119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 
99 points) 
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Dungannon, Town, Mid Ulster District Council 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The town of Dungannon benefits from the landscaping investment around the Hill of O’Neill.  
Dungannon Park is a wonderful oasis and is very well used and cared for, this is an excellent 
asset for the town. 
 

HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Areas of Achievement: 
The planting choices around the council offices and in the main roundabout planting (using the 
metal-framed butterfly structures) were very good.  There was good evidence of maintenance, 
particularly around the Dungannon Park area.  The planting schemes viewed during the visit 
didn’t show much evidence of having suffered from the dry conditions at the start of the season. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Weed control in some planted areas was not completely successful, and some bedding 
containers were empty at the time of the visit; this might have been due to rescheduled planting 
dates resulting from the dry conditions.  The council offices did not seem to show the same 
level of horticultural input that other town areas seemed to have. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Areas of Achievement: 
On-street recycling was in evidence, which was good.  The Dungannon park area was well 
maintained, well run and well used.  This is an excellent asset for the town.  There was little 
evidence of litter around the town. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Some areas were showing some signs of dereliction. 
 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
Areas of Achievement: 
There was some evidence of community participation, but it was not clear if this was linked to 
the UIB competition.  The staff at Dungannon Park were very well-versed in what the town’s 
involvement with the competition.  The competition was being promoted by the Dungannon 
Park facility. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
More overt signage promoting the UIB competition would be of benefit, along with increased 
encouragement among local communities to participate in the campaign. 
 

Judging date: 1st July 2018           
Judges: C Mulholland and J Lockhart  
 

____________________ 
 

For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix,  
your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 

 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 

200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 

169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 

149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 

119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 99 

points) 

     
 
,  
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Magherafelt, Town, Mid Ulster District Council 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Magherafelt has a good town centre and has been helped to an extent by the new ring 
road, which takes through traffic away from the centre.  There are plenty of retail 
opportunities as well as leisure and recreation facilities within easy reach of the town 
centre. 
 

HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Areas of Achievement: 
Good to see a good attempt at some picture bedding around the town.  The plantings 
were neatly maintained in general.  There was a nice level of attention to detail.  Big 
planters using tree specimens were good too.  Roses in permanent planting beds (e.g. 
Killowen) were giving a good show this year. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Straddle and manger baskets, whilst neatly planted and well filled, perhaps could have 
been more plentiful for better effect. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Areas of Achievement: 
Plenty of good quality open space, for example down towards the cemetery.  Town 
centre hardscaping was very good quality.  There was little evidence of litter or 
dereliction. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Greater availability of recycling facilities built into the hardscaping for the town centre 
would be good. 
 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
Areas of Achievement: 
Some individual houses, and the Killowen estate had made some efforts to use 
seasonal floral colour to enhance the local area. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Much more promotion of the competition and its aims, including the encouragement of 
local community involvement in local horticultural initiatives to improve the area. 
 

Judging date: 8th July 2018           
Judges: C Mulholland and J Lockhart 

____________________ 
 

For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix,  
your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 

 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 

200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 

169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 

149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 

119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 
99 points) 
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Maghera, Small Town, Mid Ulster District Council 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Some good beds – particularly on Bellaghy Road, nice wall baskets.   

Walsh’s hotel has made a great effort and looks well.  
 

HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 

Areas of Achievement:  
Nice bed of begonias opposite the Leisure Centre and on Cookstown Road with 
another good bed on Bellaghy Road.  
Wall baskets good and the hotel has made a great effort with lovely colour combination 
from Jacks to Helen’s coffee shop.  
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Need much more impact so more of everything. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Areas of Achievement:  
Rural area provides areas for wildlife.  
Town is free from litter. 
 

Areas for Improvement: 
More active measures could be taken to enhance wildlife and biodiversity.  
 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

Areas of Achievement: 
Evidence of business support, more evidence of community participation needed.  
 

Areas for Improvement:  
Need community participation and promotion of Ulster in Bloom.  
 
Judging date: 19th July 2018           

Judges: Joan Hamilton and Pat Cameron  

____________________ 

For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix, 
your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 

 
 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 
200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 
169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 
149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 
119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 99 
points) 
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Tobermore, Village, Mid Ulster District Council 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The town has some good planting; both beds and tubs. A number of private gardens 
have made a good effort and have lovely displays.  
The begonias along the wall in the main street add a lot of colour and are very effective. 
Unfortunately, there is a lot of weeds in some beds and others have not been planted. 
 
HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Areas of Achievement:  
Impressive bed on Maghera Road in honour of the BB, some nice half barrel planters, 
good window bows and tubs.  
Lots of colour along top of wall in main street as well as in the sponsored bed. 
Some very colourful private gardens.  
Fake hedging is effective where it is used.  
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Ensure that beds are well maintained and weeded effectively. Also ensure that all 
planting has taken place before judging as some beds had not been planted.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Areas of Achievement:  
The town was very clean, and the location gives good scope for wildlife.  
 

Areas for Improvement: 
Look for ways to increase areas of biodiversity (e.g. conservation area or an insect 
hotel) in order to attract more wildlife. 
 
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
Areas of Achievement: 
Some evidence of sponsorship. 
 

Areas for Improvement:  
Encourage community participation and public awareness of Ulster in Bloom (ensure 
you are using the Ulster in Bloom posters). 
 

Judging date: 20th July 2018           
Judges: Joan Hamilton and Pat Cameron  

____________________ 
 

For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix, 
your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 

 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 
200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 
169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 
149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 
119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 99 
points) 
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Donaghmore, Village, Mid Ulster District Council  
 
INTRODUCTION 
Excellent effort by Donaghmore this year.  

The main street is awash with colour from tubs, baskets and window boxes and the 
display at the cross is very impressive. 

The quality of the floral exhibits is fantastic and it’s good to see the rabbits and the 
teapot!   

The cart and boat are good additions, the train is great and the overall effect of all the 
displays is WOW! 

Good information pack provided for judges.  

 

HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 

Areas of Achievement:  

The extent and quality of the floral displays could not be better.  

All residences and businesses are involved, the community gardens are well planted 
and maintained, the wildflower areas are lovely, and the allotments are excellent.  

This is all complemented by the features throughout the village such as the soap vats, 
cart, boat, teapot and rabbits!   

The train for Translink’s 50 years is just great.  It’s good to see more innovation in the 
village displays.  

Areas for Improvement: 

Continue to be creative in thinking about how to present the displays.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Areas of Achievement:  

Good conservation and biodiversity, recycling and celebration of local heritage.  

A clean and tidy village.  

Areas for Improvement: 

Build on current programmes for recycling and celebrating heritage. 

 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

Areas of Achievement: 

Excellent community participation and public awareness.  

Funding and sponsorship well sourced and certainly a visitor will be impressed.  

Areas for Improvement:  
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Continue the good work. 

 

 

Judging date: 19th July 2018           

Judges: Joan Hamilton and Pat Cameron  

____________________ 

 
For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix, 

your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 
 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 
200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 
169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 
149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 
119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 99 
points) 
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Castlecaufield, Village, Mid Ulster District Council 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The creativity of the In Bloom Group in Castlecaulfield is amazing! This year they have 
created an Emeline Pankhurst figure to commemorate the anniversary of the 
suffragette movement, a train surrounded by yellow beds to celebrate Translink’s 50 
years and a house with ruby window boxes to signify 40 years of Ulster in Bloom as 
well as a market stall with knitted vegetables and a clock bed.  
 
Add to this Worzel Gummidge beside a bee, recycled pallet beds and a butterfly with 
excellent floral exhibits throughout the village and you have a wonderful entry in Ulster 
in Bloom. 
 
Excellent information pack for the judges.  
 
There is little to criticise except that, on the day of judging, some of the beds and 
features were not in place.  Even if we had judged a couple of days later the newly 
planted beds wouldn’t have developed to the standard expected.   
 
HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Areas of Achievement:  
Innovation and presentation outstanding. The quality of the floral displays generally of 
the highest order, residential houses and business premises all had good displays and 
where there was a vacant property it was transformed. Sustainable planting was 
evident in the Pavilion bed and the housing association beds were very attractive.   The 
special features were all excellent - but the star, we thought, was the figure of a lady 
with a dog – representing Emeline Pankhurst – to commemorate the suffragette 
movement - it was wonderful.  
 
Areas for Improvement: 
We appreciate that unforeseen circumstances lead to the village not having everything 
in place by the time of judging, but this had to be taken into account resulting in the 
loss of a few marks.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Areas of Achievement:  
The quality of environmental planting is high and there is a good example of 
environmental responsibility, recycling is practised, areas are available for wildlife 
including good wildflower areas. 
The use of pallets to create beds is excellent, local heritage celebrated and the village 
is extremely neat and tidy. 
 
Areas for Improvement: 
Continue to do what you are doing! 
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
Areas of Achievement: 
Community participation is high as is public awareness. Funding and sponsorship is 
evident and there is great impact. A visitor will certainly be impressed. 
 
Areas for Improvement:  
Just have beds planted and features in place a little sooner! 
 
Judging date: 19th July 2018           
Judges: Joan Hamilton and Pat Cameron  

____________________ 
 

For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix,  
your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 

 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 

200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 

169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 

149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 

119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 
99 points) 
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Coalisland, Small Town, Mid Ulster District Council 
 
INTRODUCTION 
There is little effort made here. There are council baskets at places in the town but no 
sign of anyone in the community involved.  
 
HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Areas of Achievement:  
Two nice begonia beds at entrance of town.  Open spaces are well maintained.  
 
Areas for Improvement: 
The main street is lacking floral displays, maybe add a few planters with a variety of 
plants, some tall, some medium and some trailing plants make a nice floral display, or 
use hanging baskets outside residential homes or businesses.  
Very overgrown area at Spring Island which should be maintained better. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Areas of Achievement:  
Town is clean and tidy. 
 
Areas for Improvement: 
Look for ways of providing more for the wildlife e.g. insect hotel and more could be 
made of the heritage of the town. 
 
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
Areas of Achievement: 
Floral display at entrance of town show council effort. 
 
Areas for Improvement:  
Encourage community participation and promote any community participation with 
signage. Ensure that competition is promoted e.g. posters. Try to get residents and 
local businesses involved and promote this with signage. Try to improve the overall 
impact of floral displays and any other initiatives within the town. 
 
Judging date: 19th July 2018           
Judges: Joan Hamilton and Pat Cameron  

____________________ 
 

For information, based on the RHS Britain in Bloom scoring matrix, 
your 2018 Ulster in Bloom entry would sit in the following score band. 

 

Outstanding 
(Overall 170 – 
200 points) 

Very Good 
(Overall 150 – 
169 points) 

Good  
(Overall 120 – 
149 points) 

Average 
(Overall 100 – 
119 points) 

Fair  
(Overall 0 - 99 
points) 

     

 
 





































































List of Grounds Maintenance Priority Settlements (as per Grounds Maintenance 

Delivery Standards Outcomes) – July 2018 

Council will aspire to maintain roadside grass verges (approx. one swathe width) within  

towns and village 30mph limits where these are within the confines of the public road and 

with a population greater than 300 people based on Census data, subject to availability of 

resources.   

Council will seek to maintain prominent gateways on aertial routes to and from the five 

largest towns in the district based on population size (i.e. Dungannon, Coalisland, 

Cookstown, Magherafelt and Maghera).  It will endeavour to prioritise the general grounds 

maintenance standards and provision in these areas were practically possible. 

 

SETTLEMENT POPULATION 
SIZE (Census 
Data) 

Road 
Classification 
(aertial route ) 

Speed Zone 
in 
settlement 
(mph) 

DUNGANNON 14332 A 30 

COOKSTOWN 11620 A 30 

MAGHERAFELT 8819 A/B 30 

COALISLAND 5700 A 30 

MAGHERA 4217 A 30 

BALLYGAWLEY 2592 C 30 

CASTLEDAWSON 2292 A 30 

MONEYMORE 1897 A 30 

DRAPERSTOWN 1772 B 30 

MOY 1603 A 30 

FIVEMILETOWN 1243 A 30 

DONAGHMORE 1122 B 30 

BELLAGHY 1115 A 30 

AUGHNACLOY 1041 A 30 

TOBERMORE 823 A 30 

POMEROY 789 B 30 

BALLYRONAN 711 B 30 

CLOGHER 709 A 30 

ARDBOE 687 B 30 

KILLYMAN 682 B 40 

COAGH 662 B 30 

CASTLECAULFIELD 659 C 30 

STEWARTSTOWN 650 B 30 

GULLADUFF 593 A 30 

CLADY 567 A 30 

UPPERLANDS 561 B 30 

NEWMILLS 556 C 30 

MOORTOWN 521 B 30 

EGLISH 492 B 40 



CALEDON 468 B 30 

SWATRAGH 438 A 30 

BENBURB 409 B 30 

GLENONE 403 A 30 

AUGHER 305 A 30 

BUSH 484 B/C 30 

CREAGH 308 U 30 

 



 
Councillor Seán McPeake   
Chair  
Mid Ulster District Council 
Magherafelt Office 
Ballyronan Road 
Magherafelt 
BT45 6EN 
 

13th November 2018 

 

                  
 

RE: BRITAIN IN BLOOM 2019 
 
Dear Seán  
 
On behalf of the Northern Ireland Local Government Association, congratulations on 
your council’s continued success in the Translink Ulster in Bloom competition.   
 
To take the success further, we are planning - with your council’s support - to nominate 
Donaghmore to represent Northern Ireland in the ‘Village’ category of the 2019 Royal 
Horticultural Society, Britain in Bloom Competition. 
 
This is in addition to Castlecaulfield being selected by the RHS for the 2019 Champion 
of Champions category.  Please note - all nominations are subject to RHS approval, 
RHS nomination guidelines attached. 
 
We believe the Translink Ulster in Bloom Competition has made a major contribution 
to the environmental and economic improvement of Northern Ireland. In association 
with Britain in Bloom, it has generated hugely positive coverage for councils and all 
involved.   
 
It’s been a tremendous experience working with your communities, your officers and 
members on this In Bloom work, so renewed thanks and I look forward to your 
corporate decision. If this can be provided for decision to Full Council or an appropriate 
Standing Committee, we’d be most grateful.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Derek McCallan  
Chief Executive, Northern Ireland Local Government Association  
 
Enclosed: RHS Britain in Bloom nomination guidelines.   
 
CC. Mr Anthony Tohill, Chief Executive, Mr Andrew Cassells, Director of 
Environment & Property Services and Mr Terry Scullion, Head of Property Services - 
Mid Ulster District Council.  
 



 

 

RHS Britain in Bloom UK Finals 2019 

 

1. The Nomination Process 
 

 Each Region or Nation may nominate up to five entries.  
 

 Nominations can be into any category, but not more than one entry into each. 
 

 Nominations must be from a corresponding Regional category. 
o BIDs, and Town Centres & City Centres can be from any of these three 

corresponding Regional categories. 
o London Village and Town entries can be entered into the Village or Town 

category that reflects their electoral role numbers.  
 

 All nominations are provisional until confirmed by the RHS. 
 

 The management of the balancing of entries into categories shall be in the hands of the 
RHS. 

o No category shall run with less than three entries.  
o Where a category has less than three entries, a second round of nominations 

may be offered. 
o Second round nominations into undersubscribed categories will be offered out to 

Regions and Nations based on the total number of core category entries for the 
previous year, with priority given to those Regions with the highest number of 
entries. 

o If insufficient entries are nominated into a specific category in a particular year, 
that category will not run in the UK Finals in that year. 

 

 Category winners will be excluded from re-entering the UK finals for one year.  
 

 Champion of Champions is an invitational category, at the discretion of the RHS and the 
Chair of National Judges. In order to be considered a nomination must have: 

o Achieved an extremely high standard in the previous year;  
o Maintained a consistently high standard over the last three competitive years; 
o Not entered the Champion of Champions category in the last two years. 

 

 
 

2. The 2019 Categories & Judging Allocations 
 

Band/Category Electoral Roll Judging Allocation 

Villages  

Village  1 - 1,000 1 hour 



Large Village  1,001 - 2,500 1 hour 30 minutes 

Towns  

Small Town 2,501 - 6,000 2 hours 

Town  6,001 - 12,000 2 hours 30 minutes 

Large Town  12,001 - 35,000 3 hours 

Cities  

Small City 35,001 - 100,000 3 hours 30 minutes 

City  100,001 and over 4 hours 

Urban  

Urban Communitya 0 - 25,000 2 hours 30 minutes 

BIDsb and Town Centres & City Centres N/A 2 hours 

Coastalc  

Coastal (12,000 and below) 12,000 and below 2 hours 30 minutes 

Large Coastal (12,001 and above) 12,001 and above 3 hours 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The above allocations do not include the 15-minutes press call nor the 15-minute 
presentation.  
 

a. A BID entry must be an official business improvement district; a business improvement district 
is a defined area within which businesses pay an additional tax (or levy) in order to fund 
projects within the district's boundaries.  For a list of bona fide BIDs please visit the UKBIDS 
website on www.ukbids.org. Town or City Centres are also welcome to enter this category. 

 
b. An urban community must be an identifiable community within a larger conurbation 

(sometimes described as an urban ‘village or town’).   It must have its own sense of identity 
and have its own “Bloom” group (a group dedicated to leading the “in Bloom” initiative locally).  
An urban community may not have its own Council, or be able to stand alone, but it will have 
its own ‘sense of place’. 

 
c. A coastal community must be an area that actively encourages visitors with a resort, beach 

and/or harbour (which can be part of a commercial harbour), adjacent to or within easy and 
reasonable access of the local community.  

 
The area will have facilities providing varied recreational opportunities for visitors. The beach/ 
harbour will have some of the following: café or restaurant; shop; toilet; public transport; 
supervision; first aid; public telephone. A coastal resort is described as an area which has 
substantial visitor accommodation and tourism as an integral part of the local economy. 

 

 
 

http://www.ukbids.org/


3. Support and Information   
 
If you require support or additional information about the 2019 nomination process then 
please do not hesitate to contact the RHS Communities Team via telephone 0207 8213122 or 
email communities@rhs.org.uk.  

 
 

mailto:communities@rhs.org.uk
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