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Broadband Working Group Terms of Reference  
  

1.0  Background and Purpose of Steering Group 

  

Mid Ulster District Council (The Council) is aware of the significant broadband 

deficiencies throughout its district.  In spite of concerted lobbying and awareness 

raising with all relevant stakeholders, the Council is concerned that there appears 

to be no significant improvement in access to quality, reliable broadband 

provision in many parts of the district.  

 

This position is evidenced in Ofcom’s Connected Nations (2017) report which 

details the particular difficulties in the Mid Ulster District Council area.  

  

In this context, the Council has resolved to establish an elected member Working 

Group whose specific remit will be to consider broadband related matters.  

 

1.1  Working Group Membership  

  

The Council has nominated the following 10 Members to participate on the 

Broadband Working Group:  

 

SF  

Cllr S Clarke 

Cllr M Gillespie 

Cllr  B McGuigan 

Cllr J McNamee  

Cllr S McPeake 

 

DUP 

Cllr K Ashton 

Cllr W Buchanan 

 

UUP  

Cllr M Glasgow 

Cllr R Mulligan 

 

SDLP 

Cllr S McAleer 
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2.0  Meetings  

  

2.1  It is anticipated that the Working Group will meet on a monthly basis 

initially, however, the frequency of meetings will be kept under review.  

The Working Group has indicated that where possible, it would prefer to 

hold meetings in the evening time, with a 6pm start, where possible.    

  

2.2  The central location of Mid Ulster District Council’s Cookstown Office was 

selected to hold meetings. 

  

2.3  Meetings will be quorate when there is an attendance of 5 Members.  

Should the meeting be inquorate 15 minutes after the appointed meeting 

commencement time, the meeting will not proceed.  Should the meeting 

become inquorate at any point, the meeting will terminate.  

  

2.4      Economic Development staff will provide the secretariat for the meetings.  

Minutes of the meetings will take the form of key discussion points and 

agreed actions.  

  

2.5  Minutes of the meetings are intended for use by and circulation to the 

Council and Working Group Members.    

  

2.6     Any matters which are deemed as Confidential will be clearly described as                               

such.  

  

2.7  A schedule of meetings will be agreed and at least 3 working days’ formal 

notice will be given of meetings, together with an Agenda and associated 

papers.  Communications relation to meetings and all related 

documentation, will be provided electronically.  

  

  

3.0  Wider Governance Arrangements   

  

3.1  The Broadband Working Group does not have any delegated authority 

from the Council and accordingly, regular reports will be provided to the 

Council’s Development Committee.  

  

3.2  To avoid a delay in progressing Working Group recommendations, where 

necessary, verbal updates of recommended actions will be provided to the 

Development Committee with formal written reports to be considered at 

the next available Committee.   
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3.3  The senior officer with responsibility for the Broadband Working Group is 

the Director of Business & Communities.   

 

4.0  Key Objectives  

  

4.1  The key objectives of the Broadband Working Group is to be a meaningful 

strategic grouping which will:  

  

• Continue to lobby strategically for investment in the Council area to 

redress the broadband deficiencies so that all those in the district who 

wish to have access to fibre (or equivalent) have the ability to do so;  

  

• Meet with relevant stakeholders (Government Departments, statutory, 

commercial and community representatives) to seek their views and clarify 

their future investment proposals;  

  

• Inform itself as much as possible regarding existing and potential Council 

initiatives/projects and undertake a gap analysis to identify potential new 

initiatives;   

  

• Assess the “future readiness” of the District to attract new business 

investment when fibre connectivity become available;  

  

• Consider and input to draft responses to relevant policy consultations for 

consideration by the Council; 

 

• Consider and develop applications to relevant broadband funding 

opportunities as and when they occur.  

 

  

 

5.0  Review  

  

The Broadband Working Group Terms of Reference will be kept under review.  

  

  

 
  

  



APPENDIX 5 
 

Business Start Performance – Letter from Department for the Economy 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              
         
             

18 September 2018 

 

 

Dear Mr Tohill 

 

 

Re: Council Business Start-up Activity Performance  

 

I have recently received the end of year performance report for the NI Business Start Up 

Programme supplied by the lead partners Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council.   As you are 

aware the Department has the responsibility of monitoring key performance targets in relation 

to the Programme and as outlined in The Local Government (Performance Indicators and 

Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 2015.  

 

I am pleased to note that the national programme has exceeded its overall target of by 13% and 

that Mid Ulster District Council - Dungannon has performed exceptionally well in achieving 

such a commendable outcome – 106%. 

 

Future Development of Performance Indicators and Standards 

It is worth noting at this point that the Performance Indicators and Standards Order will be 

refreshed in the near future to reflect the draft Programme for Government and the new 

programme priorities and targets. The reworking of this Order will be the subject of public 

consultation, led by the Department for Communities. 

 

 
Adelaide House 
39-49 Adelaide Street 
Belfast BT2 8FD 
Tel:  028 90 416709 
email: trevor.connolly@economy-ni.gov.uk 

 

Mid Ulster District Council - Dungannon 

Dungannon Office 

Circular Road 

Dungannon 

BT71 6DT 

 



If you have any queries please contact me via email kathryn.mccamley@economy-ni.gov.uk 

or via telephone on 028 90 257413. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Kathryn McCamley 

Head of Business Engagement Sponsor 2 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kathryn.mccamley@economy-ni.gov.uk
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APPENDIX 6 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF COOKSTOWN TOWN CENTRE FORUM MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 15 MAY  2018 AT 12.30 PM IN THE CHAMBER,  

MUDC OFFICES, COOKSTOWN 
 

Present:  
 Councillor Wilson (Chair) Mid Ulster District Council 
 Councillor Mallaghan Mid Ulster District Council 

Andrew McConnell Large Independent Retailer 
Annette McGahan Community Development 
Bernie Sonner Tenants Association  
Hazel McKenzie Cookstown North Community Association 
Sean MacMahon MACM 
Neil Bratton DRD Roads NI 
Paul Wilson Cookstown Chamber of Commerce 
Tom Jebb Vintners Association 
 
Mary McCullagh Mid Ulster District Council 

 
  

In attendance: Deborah Ewing Mid Ulster District Council 
       
 
1) APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Mark Glasgow, Councillor John 
McNamee, Adrian McCreesh, Mid Ulster District Council, Emma McCullagh, Mid Ulster 
District Council, Peter Beckett, Asda, Ursula Marshall, Cookstown Disability Forum, Tony 
McDaid, Translink, Patrick Anderson, Department for Communities and Raymond 
McGarvey, Cookstown Chamber of Commerce. 
 
2) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
It was proposed by Hazel McKenzie and seconded by B Sonners to ADOPT the minutes 
of the Town Centre Forum Meeting held on 20 February 2018.  
 
 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
There were no matters arising from minutes. 
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4) COOKSTOWN BRAND REFRESH – TOOLKIT PRESENTATION BY G 

STEWART, MCCADDEN 
 
G Stewart provided the background to the Cookstown brand, outlining why a refresh was 
necessary and how it will serve to ensure the longevity of the brand.   
 
Branding 
 
It is essential to create a brand that local people and visitors will ‘buy into’ and assist in 
attracting people to the town, whilst promoting Cookstown as a civic town.  Examples of 
branding from various locations were shown, providing evidence of how stakeholders 
and members of the public have bought into the brand in the respective areas. 
 
The positioning statement for Cookstown which was formulated through stakeholder 
consultations is: 
 
“Cookstown will continue to develop as a multi-functional market town at the heart of Mid 
Ulster, renowned for our mile of shopping, attractive, safe environment and lively day 
and night time economy.  We will also become the gateway to the wider destination, 
capitalising on our tourism potential of Davagh Forest, Lough Neagh and The Sperrins.  
Our strong retail offer, coupled with our warm hospitality, people, food & drink, leisure 
and accommodation will make us a compelling place to visit.  Being healthy, happy and 
hopeful will be part of the overall ‘lifestyle’ offer, both to ourselves and visitors alike.” 
 
G Stewart reported that the preferred brand was selected which encapsulated the ‘smile’ 
which is friendly and welcoming and fits with the strapline.  
 
The brand identity has been established using purple as the main colour but an 
alternative colour palette can be used where appropriate. 
 
McCadden provided samples of possible branding i.e. window graphics, website pages, 
flyers, billboards etc. 
 
Implementation Plan 
 
A 3 year brand implementation plan has been developed.  G Stewart suggested the 
possibility of a brand delivery group as an idea going forward to help promote the brand 
across the town and the wider area- this potentially would be Cookstown Town Centre 
Forum. 
 
G Stewart outlined the content of the implementation plan within his presentation which 
will be circulated to members for information.  A brief breakdown of the plan includes: 
 
Ownership – essential for full ownership to be adopted 
 
Branding Toolkit – has been developed with written, verbal and visual assets provided in 
PDF format along with key artwork elements. 
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Launch Activity/Promotional & Events – soft launch of branding has commenced with 
new branded jute bags, which will be distributed over the Continental Market weekend 
and street banners located throughout the town centre. 
 
Brand Engagement Workshop – is being considered to inspire stakeholders about the 
new branding and advise them on how to use the toolkit etc. 
 
Brand Ambassadors/Champions – to be recruited to represent the brand. 
 
Media Campaign – to include social media, branded photography, hoardings, online 
advertising, pop ups, public art etc. 
 
Cllr Mallaghan entered the meeting at 12.55pm.  
 
Cllr T Wilson thanked G Stewart and advised that it is encumbent upon us all to promote 
the new brand. 
 
G Stewart left the meeting at 1.05pm. 
 
 
5) TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON MID ULSTER TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

2018/2019 
 
 
M McCullagh provided an overview of the Town Centre Progress Report for May 2018.  

 
 

a) Marketing & Promotion 
 
A marketing & promotional campaign is currently underway to promote the new brand.  
Street banners have been installed across the town and the new branded jute bags have 
been ordered and will be delivered in advance of the Continental Market. 
 
 

b) Town Centre Events 
 

The Continental Market is taking place over two days Saturday 2 June 2018 (9am-9pm) 

and Sunday 3 June 2018 (11am-7pm).  A road closure will be in place from 6.30pm on 

Friday 1 June 2018 until 10pm on Sunday 3 June 2018.  Road will be closed from Burn 

Road junction to Orritor/Coagh Street junction.  Grahams Traffic Management will be 

operating the road order process for the weekend. 

A German beer stall will be included as part of the market subject to approval.  The bar 

will be relocated to the central reservation and will be cordoned off with one entrance.  

SIA licenced guards will be on duty at all times. 

There will be a variety of street entertainment throughout the weekend with the addition 

of The Brickx Club who will host workshop sessions in the Burnavon over the 2 days.  
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There will be a shoppers draw competition taking place in participating shops in the 

town.  Main prize will be a personal shopper experience (Deirdre Chestnut) with £200 

to spend in Cookstown.  There will be 4 runner up prizes of £50 vouchers to be spent in 

participating shops. 

 

Members were advised that there are a few events running over the same weekend in 

Cookstown namely the Pipe Band competition and the NI Motorhome group. 

 

c) Physical Regeneration/Improving Infrastructure 
 
Rural Regeneration Projects 
 
There are 37 villages who will access funding to develop and deliver projects identified 
through their respective village plans.  Assistance will be provided to the following 
villages within the former Cookstown District: Pomeroy; Ardboe; Stewartstown; 
Sandholes; Coagh/Drummullan; Rock; Ballyronan; Moortown’ Churchtown/Lissan; and 
Orritor/Broughderg. 
 
Meetings have taken place to finalise projects and move them to the next stage involving 
an appointed professional led design team.  Ardboe will be the first project to be 
developed and delivered in the area. 
 

Mid Ulster Village Spruce Up Scheme 

This scheme offered discretionary grants of up to 75% eligible costs, capped at £5,000 

per property for external and/or internal improvements.  It was open to both commercial 

premises and vacant units within the development limits of the eligible villages.  Council 

provided approval to deliver Phase 2 (the reserve list) to the value of £156,000 with a 

further 43 schemes being offered grant aid. 

 
6) CAR PARKING MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

 
It was proposed through Environment Committee, and ratified by full Council for the 
delivery of a pilot parking scheme in Magherafelt for 6 months, with the first 2 hours free 
and payment thereafter. The results will then be compiled and reviewed.   
 

7) UTILITY WORKS, COOKSTOWN 
 

N Bratton provided an update on the ongoing works throughout Cookstown.   
 
NI Water  
NI water works on Lissan Road will be complete by Friday 18 May 2018.  Coagh Street 
will be ongoing until 21 May 2018.  The works will then move to Orritor Street which will 
continue for the next 4 Sundays. 
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Gas to the West 
Gas to the West works on the Fountain Road will continue for 2 weeks.  They will then 
move to Union Street and last for 3-4 weeks.  He advised that they are trying to maintain 
2 way traffic throughout this period but that there will be no parking available on either 
side of the street during these works.  There will be a road closure on Fountain Road and 
Old Coagh Road, however access will be given to residents and factory.  The company 
require to undertake works in the vicinity of the Karro factory but this will not commence 
until consultations have taken place with factory representatives.  These works will not 
take place until during the school holidays.  He advised works start after entrance to skip 
site and that access will always be available. 
 
Gas to the West have raised concerns about hitting rock on Union Street but plan to 
proceed with caution.  They are also conducting works on Sandholes Road which will be 
done over 4 weekends thereby road closures will not be required throughout the week.  
Access will always be provided into Derryloran Industrial Estate.  TNI will also look at 
possibility of resurfacing this road during July 2018. 
 
Further works on the East Circular Road/Beechway are expected to commence in 
September/October 2018.  It is anticipated that 2 way traffic will remain.  Gas to the West 
will be complete in this area by then.  
 
Other 
TNI are planning to resurface the roundabouts over a weekend in Mid June.  They also 
expect to resurface the dual carriageway on 6th June 2018. 
 
A McConnell asked if there would be any works within the town centre during August as 
this is a key retail period.  N Bratton advised that he is aware of works on Molesworth 
Road during this period.  

 
8) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
P Wilson asked if there was any information for signing up to Gas to the West.  Cllr Wilson 
advised that SGN are responsible for promoting the benefits of gas and would be the 
point of contact to find out more information. 
 

 
9) DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
M McCullagh advised the Members that the next meeting would be the AGM.  If a further 
meeting is required before this period then members would be notified accordingly. 
 
The meeting ended at 1.30pm. 
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