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1.0  Purpose of Report  

  

1.1  

  

  

  

  

  

1.2  

  

The purpose of the report is to provide members with information on a 
consultation by the Department for Economy (DFE) on an application by Karelian 
Diamond Resources for minerals prospecting licences under section 11 of the 
Mineral Development Act (Northern Ireland) 1969 on land within the Mid Ulster 
Council jurisdiction. The map of the application area included at Appendix A.  

  

It is also worth noting a further consultation was sent to us by DfE on an application 
by Flintridge Resources for mineral prospecting rights in an area entirely outwith 
this district (close to Castlederg) and therefore it is not proposed to respond to it.  
  

2.0  Background  

  

2.1  

  

  

  

  

2.2  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

2.3  

  

  

  

  

  

The consultation from DfE advises that they have responsibility under the 
Minerals Development Act (Northern Ireland) 1969 for prospecting for base/non-
precious metals only. They advise that prospecting for precious metals, (gold and 
silver), is undertaken by option approvals issued by the Crown Estate and DfE 
has no role in this process.  

  

The consultation informs us that a prospecting licence does not automatically lead 
to mining and that it can take many years of exploration to identify a potential 
target resource. They state that mining would only be considered if a resource is 
identified and that resource can be extracted economically, subject to 
environmental and planning regulations. Should extractable resources be found 
a company must apply to DfE for a mining licence which would be subject to a 
separate assessment and consultation process in addition to the necessary 
planning approvals.  

  

DfE also advise in the consultation documentation that prospecting Licences are 
normally granted for a period of 6 years. Licensees are required to carry out an 
agreed scheme of prospecting and to report the results of their Work Programmes 
to the Department on an annual basis or more frequently.  

  



 

2.4  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

2.5  

Members should note that as part of the consultation from DfE the council have 

been asked to display a copy of the consultation in our offices until Friday 10th 

November  

2017. DfE ask that any comments we wish to make should be with them by 10th  

November 2017.Members will also be aware that this consultation was discussed 

at the Council meeting on 26th October 2017 and it was noted that Council has to 

prepare a response but not just from a planning legislation perspective and that 

the final response prepared should be inclusive of Members comments and 

reflecting of others views e.g. the community.  

  

Also, following the meeting DfE were contacted with a request to extend the 
deadline for response until after the Council meeting on 23rd November. 
Confirmation has been received that the deadline has been extended until 27th 
November 2017.  
   

3.0  Main Report  

  

3.1  

  

  

  

  

  

3.2  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

3.3  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

In this particular application, the applicant (Karelian Diamond Resources) has 
identified an area close to Fivemiletown and Slievebeagh extending into the 
Fermanagh and Omagh Council area around Brookborough whre they consider 
may have diamondiferous potential. The information provided by DfE on common 
exploration methods and other documents within the consultation area are 
attached at Appendix A.  
  

We are advised in the consultation that Karelian Diamond Resources plc 
(“Karelian”) is incorporated in Dublin, Ireland (Registration Number 382499) and 
that Karelian is conducting an extensive diamond exploration programme in 
Finland. This programme had led to the discovery of a kimberlite body in the 
Kuhmo region of Finland – the first discovery of a kimberlite body in Finland in 
over 10 years. The programme has also led to the recently announced discovery 
of a diamond in Till, also in the Kuhmo region. Karelian also holds a mining 
concession over the Lahtojoki diamond deposit in the Kuopio-Kaavi region of 
Finland. We are advised that Karelian now wishes to extend its diamond 
exploration programme to northern Ireland to an area Karelian considers may 
have diamondiferous potential and in which historic Brookeborough diamond is 
reported to have been discovered.  
  

Members will recall that on a consultation by Dalriadan Gold it was resolved that a 

response along the following lines should issue on it:  

  

“The Council objects to the proposed Mineral Prospecting Licence application  

DG4(Dalriadan Gold Ltd) and also opposes the issue of all mineral prospecting 

licences across the district. The reason for the council’s objection is that it offers 

no benefit to the local community and the issue of prospecting causing division in 

the community and conflict between neighbours”.  



4.0  Other Considerations  

  

4.1  

  

Financial & Human Resources Implications  

  

Financial: N/A  

  

Human: N/A  

  

  

  

4.2  

  

Equality and Good Relations Implications  

  

N/A  

  

  

  

4.3  

  

  

Risk Management Implications  

  

N/A  

  

  

5.0  Recommendation(s)  

  

5.1  

  

  

  

In considering the consultation, providing the prospecting is limited to 

investigations that do not represent development there would be no planning 

grounds on which to object. However, Council may choose to adopt the same line 

as for the previous application by Dalradian Gold in the Sperrins and object to the 

application on the grounds that granting the licence would cause division in the 

community and conflict amongst neighbours.  

  

  

  

6.0  Documents Attached & References  

  

6.1  

  

Appendix A – Consultation papers from DfE  
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