LAC Municipal Waste Collections by NI Councils
April to June 2019

265,181

Tonnes

O O

of LAC municipal waste collected
by NI councils

312kg

waste per
household

Recycling, energy
recovery and landfill rates
of LAC municipal waste
Landfill April to June 2019

24.5% '] ¢ compared to 54.2%

Apr-dune 2019 April to June 2018. Apr-dune 2019

down from 28.3% up from 52.5%
(Apr-dune 2018) (Apr-dune 2018)

Energy Recovery
18.7% t
Apr-June 2019
up from 17.1% (Apr-June 2018)
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Aspiring to a future
where plastics are
used and reused
more sustainably

ADRIAN THOMPSON

» ID you grab a take

‘away coffee this
~ morning as part
. = of your daily com-
mute? Did it have a plastic lid?
Is your lunch in a plastic bag,
or maybe you will buy a sand-
wich or hot food which comes
on a polystyrene container, to
be thrown away after the con-
tents devoured.

You may not fall into these
categories and many ol us
now do reuse our own coffee
cups and recycle our shop-
ping bags, but too many don't.

Today leading members of
the waste and resources in-
dustry in Northern [reland
will meet at Titanic Belfast
to put the question of “The
Future for Plastics’ at the
centre of the Chartered In-
stitute of Waste Management
Conference.

The use of plastics and the
continuing damaging impact
on our environment is a glob-
al issue, and one which at the
moment is never far from the
global headlines.

As chair of the Northern Ire-
land Centre of the Institute, |
will welcome speakers and

delegates to today's event to
exchange ideas and to con-
tribute positively to the glob-
al issue of how we manage

plastic waste.

Our event is well timed. This
issue has become very emo-
tive, helped | am sure by the
Blue Planet BBC series which
has helped a new more sus-
tainable way of living enter
the mainstream.

A real shift in public opinion
and engagement is occurring
as people now try and live life
in a more sustainable manner
through recycling at home
and making more informed
decisions on the purchase of
goods.

The issue of global warming
and climate control is also
ventilated in a high-profile
way in the Extinction Rebel-
lion protests and Greta Thun-
berg inspired Friday school
strikes.

As technical director of
WDR & RT Taggart I've seen
great changes in industry as
we step away from just the
management of the wastes
that we create to realising
the wvalue of the materials
we discard. | have seen this
first hand in the support we

provide to many of the local
Councils across Northern Ire-
land as they continue to make
huge efforts and see signifi-
cant progress in increasing
recycling rates.

In 2018/19 many Councils
set to exceed the 50 per cent
recycling target, and Mid-Ul-

lof2

ster District Council looks set
to achieve a recycling rate of
over 60 per cent.

But there is more work to do
as we assist the waste and re-
source industry in developing
new technologies and infra-
structure to ensure that ma-
terials that were once viewed
as a waste are now recycled,
recovered and put to econom-
ic and business use.

As chair of CIWM Northern
Ireland, | would like to see a
future where not only plastics
but all materials are used and
reused in a more sustainable
manner.

We live in a small region, but

that should not stop us from
setting a leading example on
one of the burning questions
of the day.
B Adrian Thompson is a
Technical Director with WDR
& RT Taggart and Chair of
CIWM Northern Ireland
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BLIGHT ON OUR LIVES: The use of plastics and the damaging impact on the environment is a
global issue
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