
For consideration at Council Meeting on Thursday 28 August 2014

List of Events

A Wind Energy Seminar & Wind Farm Visit: Wednesday 3 September

B Council Engagement Event on Tourism Review: Tuesday 16 September

C Equality & Diversity Event: Thursday 18 September

D Transforming your Care: Thursday 2 October

E Training for Elected Members on Planning: Various

F Neighbourhood Renewal Event: 18 September 2014
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Planning Policy Division
Level 6
Causeway Exchange
1-7 Bedford Street
Town Parks
Belfast
BT2 7EG

Telephone: (028) 9082 3491

20 August 2014

Dear Member

RE: Capacity Building and Training for Elected Members on Planning

I am writing to invite you to attend a series of training events programmed to run

from early September 2014 to late January 2015 (see attached schedule). The

training will be facilitated and delivered in the main by senior planning staff but will

also include representatives who have experience of similar planning systems in

other jurisdictions. The training will help to prepare for the transfer of planning

functions to Councils and assist Members to understand the new planning system,

the processes involved in making planning decisions and the need to comply with

ethical standards.

The sessions have been organised in a way that will help Members build up a sound

knowledge of the planning functions starting with an overview in September;

Development Plans in October; a walk through the practical side of planning in

November and finishing with Code of Conduct training together with an insight into

the role of the Planning Appeals Commission in December/January. Please note

that it is strongly recommended that all Members attend at least one event per

session to get the most out of the training programme and, in particular, Councillors

who will sit on Planning Committees.



At the end of each training event, attendees will receive a hard copy of the

presentations and any material relating to that day/evening. Therefore by the end of

the 4th session Members will have accumulated a large amount of information which,

it is hoped, will be useful in their future planning role.

Finally, I would reiterate that the training is open to all Members and that you can opt

to go to any date/venue that suits you per session (although you are encouraged to

go to the event shown against your Council area in the programme). In that regard,

I would be grateful if you could respond with your chosen dates for each session to

(CONTACT NAME & DETAILS) by (DATE). Please also indicate if you have any

special dietary or access requirements.

Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Yours sincerely

Angus Kerr

Director
Planning Policy Division



3 Key Issues

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Council previously agreed a Capacity Building Plan for the transitional period
to 31 March 2015 which included detail on four sessions being held from
September 2014 to January 2015. DoE Planning and Policy Division have
now confirmed the arrangements for each session (appendix B).

In organising each session DoE Planning Policy Division has clustered new
Councils together for logistical and organisational purposes. Mid Ulster DC
has been clustered with Derry & Strabane and Fermanagh & Omagh
councils.

The sessions are; (i) Overview of Planning for Councillors; (ii) Development
Plans and Working with the Community; (iii) Practical Planning; and (iv)
Propriety and Outcomes dealing with the Code of Conduct and the role of
The Planning Appeals Commission.

Whilst members may select to attend any date for each session (appendix
B), Mid Ulster representatives are encouraged to attend the following:

Session 1: Overview of Planning for Councillors*

Date

Time

Venue

17 September

5.30pm – 9pm

Guildhall, Derry

* Note: Committee members have received detailed briefings from the Area
Planning Manager and Head of Development Plans and attendance at this
session may not be necessary

Session 2: Development Plans and Working with the Community

Date

Time

Venue

22 October or 23 October

5.30pm - 9pm 10am - 2pm

Magherafelt offices Magherafelt offices

Session 3: Practical Planning

Date

Time

Venue

27 November or 26 November

10am - 2pm 5.30pm - 9pm

Burnavon, Cookstown Magherafelt offices



Session 4: Propriety and Outcomes

Date

Time

Venue

8 January or 28 January

10am - 2pm 5.30pm - 9pm

Ranfurly House, Dungannon Omagh Council
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