
APPENDIX 1 

 
Review of Further Education Support and Charging 

Policy at CAFRE 
Consultation response by Mid Ulster District Council 

 

Deadline for response: Friday 11th September 2020  

 

Introduction  

Mid Ulster District Council welcomes the opportunity to submit this consultation 
response to DAERA on the Review of Further Education Support and Charging 
Policy at CAFRE.  

The responses below follows the format outlined within the Consultation Document.  
This document outlines important proposals relating to DAERA’s charging and 
support policy for FE courses provided by CAFRE which this Council believes will 
positively impact on the student body who attend on a full time or part time basis.   

 

Responses to Proposals  

Proposal A: DAERA proposes offering support to part-time FE students for books 
and equipment associated with their part time study and, as a consequence, 
eligibility to the other student support mechanisms available such as Childcare 
Support and the CAFRE Hardship Fund.  

Question 1: Do you agree with offering support to part-time FE students? 

 Yes  

  

 No 

 

Please give reasons for your choice and if you consider providing support 
for books and equipment alone (maximum £400) is sufficient? 



 

Mid Ulster District Council would support Proposal A to offer part–time FE students 
support for books and equipment associated with their part time study.  This is a 
welcome move considering that there are almost twice as many part-time FE 
students studying at CAFRE compared to full time students.  This would be 
considered a more equitable and fair means of supporting all students attending 
CAFRE and bring the support structure into line with GB policy.  

 

The added benefit of this proposal is in opening access to other support 
mechanisms for part time students such as childcare support and the CAFRE 
Hardship Fund. This could serve to encourage more prospective part time 
students from households where the cost of study may serve as a barrier to taking 
up a course.   

 

It is noted within the Review of DAERA Further Education Support and Charging 
report that the cost to students for books and equipment ranges from £50 to £520 
depending on the course. Introducing support for part time students at £400 would 
appear sufficient on this basis.   

 

 

Proposal B: DAERA proposes applying an inflationary increase to both the ‘At 
Home’ and ‘Away from Home’ grant rates.  

 

Question 2: Please indicate which statement you agree with in relation to the ‘At 
Home’ grant:  

 

☒ The maximum ‘At Home’ grant rate should increase from £1,659 to £2,400 
per annum. 

 

☐ 

 

The maximum ‘At Home’ grant rate should remain unchanged 

☐ 

 

I have an alternative proposal which I have detailed below 

 

Question 3: Please indicate which statement you agree with in relation to the ‘Away 
from Home’ grant: 



☒ The maximum ‘Away from Home’ grant rate should increase from £2,362 to £ 
3,400 

 

☐ The maximum ‘Away from Home’ grant rate should remain unchanged 

 

☐ I have an alternative proposal which I have detailed below 

 

  



 

Proposal C: DAERA proposes raising the lower household 
income threshold (currently £23,660) to £31,000.  
 
Question 4: Please indicate which statement you agree with in relation to the total 
gross lower household income threshold: 

 

☒ The total gross lower household income threshold should increase from 
£23,660 to £ 31,000 

 

☐ The total gross lower household income threshold should remain unchanged 

 

☐ I have an alternative proposal which I have detailed below 

 

 

Proposal D: DAERA proposes reducing the total gross upper 
household income threshold (currently £52,622) to £41,000.  
 
Question 5: Please indicate which statement you agree with in relation to the upper 
household income threshold:  

☐ The total gross upper household income threshold should decrease from 
£52,622to £ 41,000 

 

☒ The total gross upper household income threshold should remain unchanged 

 

☐ I have an alternative proposal which I have detailed below 

 

  

  



 

ORDER OF PREFERENCE  
Question 6: Future budgeting constraints could limit the FE support proposals that 
can be implemented going forward. Please place the FE support proposals in order 
of preference for implementation should it be necessary for the Department to 
prioritise them (1 = most preferred option through to 4 – least preferred option):  

 
3rd Proposal A: Extending support to part-time FE students 

 

1st Proposal B: Increase the amount of ‘At Home’ and ‘Away From Home’ 
grant available 

 

2nd Proposal C: Raise the total gross lower household income threshold 

 

4th Proposal D: Reduce the total gross upper household income threshold 

 

  

 
Additional comments about your order of preference:  

 

1st Rank - Proposal B: Increase the amount of ‘At Home’ and ‘Away From 
Home’ grant available 

 

This Council regards Proposal B is as the first ranking priority considering this 
grant has remained at current levels unchanged for the past 14 years.  As 
evidenced within the Review report, the annual cost of attending courses at 
CAFRE for both “at home” and “away from home” students now far exceeds the 
current levels of grant available for both categories of student.  This Proposal 
brings the level of grant more into line with the cost of studying at CAFRE and 
should reduce the financial burden on students.  

 

 



2nd Rank - Proposal C: Raise the total gross lower household income 
threshold 

 

Proposal C is regarded by this Council at the second highest priority  for two 
reasons: 

 
1. Raising the lower threshold of total gross household income from £23,660 

to £31,000 increases the number of students from lower household incomes 
who will qualify for the maximum grant. 
   

2. It will help reduce reliance on the CAFRE Hardship fund. 
 
   

 

3rd Rank - Proposal A: Extending support to part-time FE students 

 

Proposal A, extending support to part time FE students is regarded at the third 
highest priority.  This Council still considers this proposal as an important 
intervention considering the high number of part time students who attend CAFRE 
courses.  It is ranked third on the basis that Proposals B and C are considered 
more important for assisting students most in need.   

 

 

4th Rank - Proposal D: Reduce the total gross upper household income 
threshold 

 

Proposal D is ranked as the lowest priority.  The budget implication of this  
proposal are not significant estimated at £9000 per annum therefore we wold 
suggest the current upper ceiling of £52,622 remains in place.  

 

Question 7: Should the Department consider introducing charges 
for Further Education courses? 
☐ Yes  

☒ No 

 



Please give the reasons for your answer: 

 

This Council recognised the important role CAFRE plays in providing further and 
higher education for those interested in pursuing a career in agriculture or agri-
food related businesses.  It is essential for the sustainability of our rural areas that 
opportunities for employment are developed and enhanced through learning.  The 
introduction of fees for courses provided at CAFRE will serve as a barrier 
especially for low income households in rural areas.  We note that the Department 
is not minded to introduce fees for FE course and this Council would support that 
position.  

 

 

 

 

ANYTHING ELSE WE SHOULD CONSIDER?  
Question 8: Are there any other options for Further Education 
support which you believe the Department should consider or any 
other information you would like to add to your response? If so,  

please detail below: 

 

IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  
 

Question 9: Are there any further comments that you would like to 
add in regards to the published Rural Impact Assessment? If so, 
please detail below: 
 

 

Question 10:  

Mid Ulster District Council has no further options for consideration.  

Mid Ulster District Council is satisfied that due regard has been given to the Rural 
Needs Act during the completion the Review of DAERA Further Education and 
Charging.  



Are there any further comments that you would like to add in 
regards to the published Equality Impact Assessment Screening? If 
so, please detail below: 
 

 

Mid Ulster District Council is satisfied that due regard has been given to Equality 
Impact Screening during the completion the Review of DAERA Further Education 
and Charging.  
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