
Report on 
Conferences, Seminars & Training 

Date of Meeting 23 August  2018 

Reporting Officer P Moffett, Head of Democratic Services 

Contact Officer E Forde, Member Support Officer 

Is this report restricted for confidential business?   

If ‘Yes’, confirm below the exempt information category relied upon 

Yes 

No x 

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 Provide an update on seminars and conferences received. To seek approval for 
attendance and the payment of registration/ attendance fees and associated costs, as 
incurred.  

2.0 Background 

2.1 Costs associated will be set against 2018-19 member Conference, Seminar and Training 
allocations.  

3.0 Main Report 

3.1 

3.1.1 

The following seminar/ conference sessions and member training requests presented for 
consideration of representation from Mid Ulster Council.   

Approval for Consideration of Attendance by Members 

Conferences & Seminars 

RTPI NI Planning Conference – Excellence in the Ordinary 

• Tuesday 11 September 2018 Europa Hotel, Belfast

• Cost £80 + VAT + travel and subsistence (3 places for price of 4)

MILNE Funeral Services – End of Life Care Conference 

• Wednesday 12 September 2018, Seagoe Parish Centre, Portadown

• No conference fee, travel and subsistence

DTNI Community Expo 18: Community Ownership – A movement for Social 
Change 

• Wednesday 19 September 2018, Duncairn Centre, Belfast

• Cost £60 plus travel and subsistence

NILGA Developing a Safe and a Just Community 

• Friday 28 September 10am – 1.30pm, The City Hotel, Derry – Londonderry

• No conference fee, travel and subsistence



3.1.2 
 
 
 
 

 
3.2 
 

Member Training Requests 

 
None 
 
 
 
Officer Approvals  
 
There are occasions when it is beneficial to the organisation for Officers to attend 
conferences and seminars.  Approval is sought for attendance as detailed in Appendix B 
to this report.  
 

4.0 Other Considerations 

 
4.1 

 

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 
 

Financial: 
 
Costs will be set against Members 2018/2019 conference/seminar/training allocation.  
Any cost above allowance will be incurred by Member 
 

Human: N/A 
 
 

Risk Management:   N/A 
 
 

 
4.2 

 

Screening & Impact Assessments  
 

Equality & Good Relations Implications:  
 
None 
 

Rural Needs Implications: 
 
 

5.0 Recommendation(s) 

 
5.1 
 
 

 
Approval for attendance at the conferences, seminars and training by members and 
council officers as required. 
 

6.0 Documents Attached & References 

  
Appendix A    Member Conferences, Seminars & Training   

Appendix B    Officers Conferences 

 

 



Appendix A





Delivering quality places for 

communities is not always 

about creating world class 

statement buildings and 

spaces.  Everyday places are 

important to our communities 

and businesses. Creating 

excellence in the ordinary is 

what planners and the planning 

system must deliver.

This year’s Northern Ireland 

Planning Conference will 

explore the creation of strong 

quality communities.

www.rtpi.org.uk/northernireland

Sponsored by:

Northern 

Ireland  Planning 

Conference

Excellence in the 

Ordinary

Tuesday 11 

September 

2018 Europa Hotel, 

Belfast

Prices
Conference Price: £80.00+VAT - £96.

Discount Rate for RTPI Student, Licentiate or 

unwaged members - £50+VAT - £60

Organisations booking 3 places will get a fourth 

place free (cheapest place is free)



Programme

Conirmed and invited speakers for the Conference 
programme are:

10.00 Conference Opening 

Welcome: Judith Winters, Chair RTPI NI 

Keynote Speech: Katarina Godfrey, (incoming) Permanent 

Secretary, Department for Infrastructure (invited)

Achieving Excellence for the Everyday: Wendy Maden, Design 

Adviser, Design Commission for Wales

Masterplanning – the Birmingham Experience - Birmingham 

City Council (invited) 

Victoria Hills, RTPI Chief Executive

Planning and the Location of Development: James Harris, RTPI 

Data driven approaches to urban planning and design – Using 

experience from Derry/Londonderry in LDP development: 

Anna Rose, Director, Space Syntax

A case study in place making: East Bank, Belfast: Arup

For further information 

and to book a place go 

to: www.rtpi.org.uk/

northernireland

Breakout Seminars
There will be a programme of seminars to 

select from including:

The local plan journey, our practical 

experience and learning in three simple steps

Exploring Hearings

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

A discussion group for Councillors





Save the Date 
JOIN US AT  

The City Hotel, Derry-Londonderry 

Friday 28th September | 10.00am – 1.30pm 

NILGA, in association with the Department of Justice for Northern Ireland, 

invites you to the: 

Developing a Safe and a Just Community summit to address: 

• Tackling paramilitarism and embedding a culture of lawfulness

• Reducing offending

• Working in partnership: Policing & Community Safety within the community

planning approach

Why Attend? 

Elected members, council officers and partner agencies are invited to attend and 

share their ideas on how the partnership relationship between central and local 

government and partner agencies can be enhanced on justice and community safety 

issues, how local government can assist i  dri i g deli ery of the e di g the har  
policies, and to consider how to move forward, pre- and post- the 2019 local 

government election, to further embed community safety in the framework 

established by the Programme for Government and council-led community planning. 

To reserve your place please contact: 

Amy McGrath on a.mcgrath@nilga.org or call 02890 798972 

For further information please contact:  

Karen Smyth on k.smyth@nilga.org or call 02890 798972 

mailto:a.mcgrath@nilga.org
mailto:k.smyth@nilga.org


Developing a Safe and a Just Community 

28th September 2018 

Draft Agenda 

Time Topic Speaker 

9.30 – 10.00 Registration and Networking 

10.00 - 10.10 Welcome from the Mayor Cllr John Boyle 

10.10 - 10.25 NILGA Business Derek McCallan, CEO, NILGA 

NILGA Office Bearers 

10.25 – 10.50 Making our community safer – tackling 

paramilitarism and embedding a culture of 

lawfulness 

Anthony Harbinson, Director 

of Safer Communities, DoJ 

10.50 – 11.20 Panel Debate  

Working in partnership to end the harm 

Anthony Harbinson, 

SOLACE rep,  

PSNI rep,  

Paul Smyth (Stop the Attacks) 

11.20 – 11.30 Vie s fro  the floor  

11.30 – 11.45 Coffee Break 

11.45 – 12.05 Reducing offending, increasing opportunity Senior DOJ/Prison service 

speaker  

12.05 – 12.30 Panel Debate  

Working in Partnership; community planning 

and PCSPs as key drivers for reducing offending 

DoJ rep 

SOLACE rep  

PCSP officer 

Amanda Stewart, CEO NI 

Policing Board 

PSNI rep  

12.30 – 12.40 Next Steps for PCSPs and councils Derek McCallan, CEO, NILGA 

12.45 Lunch 



Conference & Seminar Date  No. of Attendees Location Attendance Fee 

(Yes/ No) 

RTPI Conference 11th Sept 18 4 Belfast Yes - 4 for 
cost of 3 
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