
Report on 
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Yes     
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1.0 Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 
 
 
 

 
To inform and seek members agreement to issue a Council consultation response 
to the Department on an application received by it to vary 2 conditions attached to 
the original permission granted under LA03/2017/0310/F for sand extraction from 
Lough Neagh. A copy of the original decision notice is attached to this report. 

2.0 
 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
2.3 

Background 
 
Mid-Ulster District Council have been consulted on the 13 June 2022 by DFI on 
application LA02/2021/0940/F which relates to the following: 
 
 
Proposal: Application for the extraction, transportation and working of sand and 
gravel from Lough Neagh. Sand and gravel to be extracted from within two distinct 
areas totalling some 3.1km2, in the north-west of Lough Neagh situated 
approximately east of Traad Point, north of Stanierds Point, west of Doss Point and 
south of Ballyronan and the ancillary deposition of silt and fine material. 
 
Location: Lough Neagh, within the Mid Ulster District Council, Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council, Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 
Council and Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council areas. 
 
Specifically the application seeks to remove condition 7 of the original permission 
which restricts the operations to the hours of daylight during winter months. In 
addition, it seeks to amend condition 12 which relates to restriction on the size of 
barges used for the sand extraction process.  
 
The reasons given on the original approval for both of these 2 conditions is to 
ensure extraction is limited to the approved areas, and controlled, in the interests 
of the protection of designated sites. 
 



 
 

3.0 Main Report 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Whilst it is noted that the specific reasons on the decision notice for both 
conditions 7 and 12 relate to the need to control extraction and protect designated 
sites, in reading all the conditions attached to the original sand extraction 
permission, it is clear that other conditions ultimately control the total amount of 
sand extraction that can take place from the lough.  

 

It is of course also important however that all other potential impacts of amending 
condition 7 are assessed and as such I consulted our Environmental Health 
Department for their view on whether amending this condition could impact on 
residential amenity for those who live on the lough shore / dock areas. They have 
responding presenting no objections given that the Noise Impact Assessment 
which accompanies the application demonstrates that the removal of this 
condition will not impact on residential amenity. I note that the DFI have sought 
the views of NIEA on any natural heritage impacts associated with this variation 
and would trust that their comments will be carefully considered in any decision 
reached by the Department. As such I would suggest to members that in respect 
of condition 7 which seeks to removal of daylight only operating hours that the 
Council offer no objections. 

 

In relation to the variation of Condition 12 which states: ‘Only barges of the 
dimensions specified in Table 2.1 of the Environmental Statement shall be 
permitted to extract mineral from the permitted areas. Any Barge to be replaced 
shall be of no greater dimensions than that which it replaces: Reason: To ensure 
extraction is controlled in the interests of protection of the designated sites. 

I do not forsee any obvious implications relating to the amount of extraction which 
is still conditioned by the original permission given that Conditions 8 to 10 of that 
permission provide the means by which the total amount of sand which can be 
taken from the approved extraction areas is ultimately controlled (1.5 million 
tonnes in any calendar year) and a requirement to cease extraction once this 
1.5m Tonnes is extracted. 

The use of larger barges, which may give rise to other concerns such as natural 
heritage or neighbouring amenity, remains a matter for NIEA and EHD to provide 
comment on. I note that DFI have sought these views. Our own Environmental 
Health Department have assessed the submitted noise report which accompanies 
this application and have indicated that, whilst they offer no objections to the 
variation of this condition, that any new barges or replacement barges have a 
sound power limit of 105 db (A) and that this is included within any variation of this 
condition.  I note that other neighbouring Councils have offered no objections to 
the application. 



4.0 Other Considerations 
 
4.1 

 
Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 
 
Financial: N/A 
 
 
Human:N.A 
 
 
Risk Management: N/A 
 
 

 
4.2 

 
Screening & Impact Assessments  
 
Equality & Good Relations Implications: N/A 
 
 
Rural Needs Implications: N/A 
 
 

5.0 Recommendation(s) 
 
5.1 
 
 

 
That members agree to issue the following consultation response to DFI: 
 
Mid-Ulster District Council have no objections to this application subject to the 
Department ensuring all appropriate assessments of any impacts on the natural 
environment / designated sites is carried out and that in varying Condition 12 that 
any new barge or replacement barge shall have a sound power limit of 105 db (A)  
secured by any varied condition. 
 
 
 

6.0 Documents Attached & References 
 
6.1 

 
Appendix 1 - Copy of LA03/2017/0310/F Permission. 
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