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1.0 Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 

 
For information 
 

2.0 Background 

 
2.1 

 
Members will recall that a letter from the The Farmers Union was presented to the 
planning committee on 1st October. The Farmers Union was concerned that a 
change in the trigger point for ammonia emissions from 1% as per NIEA guidance 
in the loading rate to 0.1% as proposed in guidance by the Shared Environment 
Service would have an impact on the industry. The Committee resolved that the 
Planning Manager should set up a meeting between the farmers union, members, 
NIEA and parties to discuss the matter.  

3.0 Main Report 

 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As instructed the Planning Manager approached SES and NIEA to organise a 
meeting. However, NIEA indicated that they were currently considering the issue 
and it was likely that within the next couple of months they would have established 
there position and are likely to issue new draft guidance. Therefore, a meeting 
would not be appropriate until they had completed their deliberations. Whilst the 
Shared Environment Service had no objection to a meeting when muted, I 
understand that they are now under threat of legal challenge and are also 
considering their position on the matter.  
 
 
Given I have been unsuccessful in organising the proposed meeting I wrote to the 
Farmers union on 19th November advising them that the Council recognised their 
concerns and had unsuccessfully tried to organise a meeting, because NIEA were 
currently reconsidering the need for new guidance. I have also advised the farmers 
union that the Council will continue to assess each application on its merits based 
on the established guidance of NIEA, unless it is demonstrated that the risk is so 
great on the site in question and in relation to intensity of the use of the farm 
building a different approach is needed (Appendix 1) . 
 



3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In drafting this response I am mindful that most farm buildings such as cattle sheds 
are unlikely to have a significant impacts, however large intensive pig and chicken 
sheds close to a European designation represent a much greater of resulting in 
significant. Obviously I will need to reconsider our approach to assessing 
applications in light of any changes to guidance as issued by NIEA. 
 
In order to assist members understand the adverse impacts of ammonia emissions 
on habitats, particularly bogland I have attached a DAERA presentation on air 
pollution in the UK. This shows that in terms of critical levels nearly all of Northern 
Ireland exceeds recommended levels and Mid Ulster and the areas around 
southern Lough Neagh is the largest concentration within the UK. 
    

4.0 Other Considerations 

 
4.1 

 

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 
 

Financial: N/A 
 
 

Human: N/A 
 
 

Risk Management: N/A 
 
 

 
4.2 

 

Screening & Impact Assessments  
 

Equality & Good Relations Implications: N/A 
 
 

Rural Needs Implications: N/A 
 
 

5.0 Recommendation(s) 

 
5.1 
 
 

 
To note the report and documents attached 
 

6.0 Documents Attached & References 

6.1 Letter from Planning Manager to Ulster Farmers Union dated 19th November2019 
Presentation on Air Pollution in the UK 2018 
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