
Report on 
 

Draft response to Foras na Gaeilge consultation document 
– Strategic Direction for Foras na Gaeilge 2020-2025 

Date of Meeting 
 

Thursday 13th February 2020 

Reporting Officer 
 

Tony McCance, Head of Culture & Arts 

Contact Officer  
 

Déaglán O Doibhlin, Irish Language Development Officer 

 
 

Is this report restricted for confidential business?   
 

If ‘Yes’, confirm below the exempt information category relied upon  
 

Yes     

No  X 

 
 

1.0 Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 

 
To seek Council approval to issue the attached submission (appendix 2) to Foras na 
Gaeilge in response to the Public Consultation on the Strategic Direction for Foras 
na Gaeilge 2020-2025 (Draft document). 
 

2.0 Background 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
2.3 

 
On 18th December 2019, Foras na Gaeilge issued a request to Council seeking its 
opinions on the consultation document – A Strategic Direction for Foras na Gaeilge 
2020-2025 (Draft).   
 
A copy of the Consultation document -  A Strategic Direction for Foras na Gaeilge 
2020-2025 (Draft) is attached as Appendix 1 
 
The proposed draft submission to be issued on behalf of Mid Ulster District Council 
in response to the consultation on the Strategic Direction for Foras na Gaeilge 
2020-2025 (Draft) is attached as Appendix 2 
 

3.0 Main Report 

 
3.1 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Foras na Gaeilge, is the body responsible for the promotion of the Irish language 
throughout the whole island of Ireland.   
 
The functions of Foras na Gaeilge include:- 

• The promotion of the Irish language 
• Facilitating and encouraging the use of the Irish Language in speech and 

writing in public and private life in the South and, in the context of Part III of 
the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, in Northern 
Ireland where there is appropriate demand; 

• advising both administrations, public bodies and other groups in the private 
and voluntary sectors; 

• undertaking supportive projects, and grant-aiding bodies and groups as 
considered necessary; 



 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 

• undertaking research, promotional campaigns, and public and media 
relations; 

• developing terminology and dictionaries; 
• supporting Irish-medium education and the teaching of Irish. 

 
Responses are to be issued to:- 
 
Response Co-ordinator              Response Co-ordinator  
Foras na Gaeilge     Foras na Gaeilge 
2-4 Sráid na Banríona    63-66 Sráid Amiens 
Béal Feirste, BT1 6ED    Baile Átha Cliath 1 
 

4.0 Other Considerations 

 
4.1 

 

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 
 
Financial: 
N/A 
 
Human: 
N/A 
Risk Management:  
Key areas for further consideration by Foras na Gaeilge have been included in the 
draft response to the consultation (see appendix 2) 
 

4.2 Screening & Impact Assessments  
 

Equality & Good Relations Implications:  
Key areas for further consideration by Foras na Gaeilge including the need for 
appropriate resources and geographical spread of Irish language support by Foras 
na Gaeilge has been included in the draft response (see appendix 2) 
 
Rural Needs Implications: 
Key areas for further consideration by Foras na Gaeilge, including the value of the 
wider family circle and support opportunities for local communities in developing 
and promoting the language, has been included in the draft response to the 
consultation (see appendix 2) 
 

5.0 Recommendation(s) 

 
5.1 
 
 

 
It is recommended that the attached draft response to the Strategic Direction for 
Foras na Gaeilge 2020-2025 (Draft), is approved and submitted to Foras na 
Gaeilge on behalf of Mid Ulster District Council 
 

6.0 Documents Attached & References 

6.1 
 
6.2 

Appendix 1 - A Strategic Direction for Foras na Gaeilge 2020-2025 (Draft) 
 
Appendix 2 – Mid Ulster District Council proposed response 
 

 


