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1.0 Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 

 
The purpose of this report is to provide members, with details on Development Plan 
Practice Note 10 – Submitting Development Plan Documents for Independent 
Examination.  
 

2.0 Background 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
2.4 

 
Members will recall that in July 2019, The Planning Department of Mid Ulster District 
Council received correspondence from DfI Strategic Planning Division seeking 
comments of a draft Development Plan Practice Note which was intended to advise 
on the process around submitting the development plan for Independent 
Examination.   
 
In response to that consultation, Mid Ulster District Council sought legal advice and 
responded with a detailed letter highlighting a number of concerns and issues which 
should be addressed in preparing the final Development Plan Practice Note 10.   
 
The points raised by MUDC were primarily centred around two issues. The first 
related to the dual role of DfI in providing a response in relation to soundness of a 
Plan and then acting as final arbitrator in the process. 
 
The second highlighted concerns in relation to making changes or modifications to 
published plans and the nature of changes. MUDC considered that lesser changes 
which fall short of being necessary to remedy soundness but would bring about 
improvements to a Plan should be covered within the practice note.  
 

3.0 Main Report 

 
3.1 
 
 
 

 
The Development Plan Practice Note 10 was published in final version by DfI in 
December 2020 following consultation with Councils in July 2019. DfI considered 
responses and have subsequently amended guidance. Their intention is to provide 
more clarity on certain aspects of the submission process, including new 



 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 

administrative arrangements for ‘focused changes’. These are summarised for 
information below. 
 
Notably section 4.3 of the DPPN10 now details 3 different types of changes, 
including minor changes. It states, that following receipt of representations to the 
DPD, the council will consider the issues raised. The impact of any new information 
and the implications for the soundness of the DPD should also be considered. The 
council may decide, for example, to revisit the evidence base or engage with the 
relevant parties to determine how to address the issue(s). Ultimately the council will 
consider each issue raised and determine whether there will be:  
 
• NO CHANGE - Determines that the DPD as prepared is sound and does not need 
to be changed.   
• MINOR CHANGES - Notes the issues and whilst determines that the DPD as 
prepared is sound, proposes minor changes that could be acceptable, which would 
not impact upon the soundness of the DPD.  
• FOCUSSED CHANGES - Identifies that an unforeseen issue has arisen and 
considers that changes are required to ensure that any impact upon the soundness 
of the DPD is addressed.  
• FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES - Agrees that an issue is fundamental and goes to the 
heart of the DPD and withdraws the DPD.   
 
These are further explained within the DPPN10 which is attached in appendix 1 for 
your information.  
 

4.0 Other Considerations 

 
4.1 

 

Financial, Human Resources & Risk Implications 

Financial: 
None identified  

Human: 
None identified 

Risk Management:  
None identified 

4.2 Screening & Impact Assessments  
 

Equality & Good Relations Implications:  
None identified  

Rural Needs Implications: 
None identified  

5.0 Recommendation(s) 

 
5.1 
 
 

 
Members are requested to note the contents of this report and attached copy of 
DPPN10 in appendix 1 for information.  

6.0 Documents Attached & References 

  
Appendix 1 – Copy of DPPN10 
 

 



 
 

Appendix 1 – Copy of DPPN10 
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33If the submitted plan is accompanied by an addendum of Focussed Changes on which appropriate 

consultation has taken place, the Focussed Changes addendum forms part of the plan
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4 Section 10(4) states that an IE will be carried out by (a) the planning appeals commission; or (b) a person 

appointed by the Department. Section 10(5) states that the Department must not appoint a person under 

subsection (4)(b) unless, having regard to the timetable prepared by the council under section 7(1), the 

Department considers it expedient to do so.
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