NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Medium Town Category)

Place Name:- Cookstown
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- July 11,2017
Weather conditions:- Dry & Bright
Category Entered: Medium Town
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mpbh signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



JUDGE’S REMARKS
(To be completed immediately at the end of the visit)

(1) General Appearance
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3 Business Premises: decorative and repair order of commercial property, including
landscaping (where appropriate):
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(5)  Presentation of immediate privaté'résidential areas including house frontages and
gardens:, , :
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- Please hst below three aspects where 1mprovements could be made




NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Moneymore
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- July 2,2017
Weather conditions:- Cloudy/Bright
Category Entered: Large Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.
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JUDGES REMARKS L
(To be completed 1mmed1ately at the end of the v151t)
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NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Stewartstown
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- 03/07/2017
Weather conditions:- Sunny & Dry
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.
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NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Ballyronan
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- 03/07/2017
Weather conditions:- Sunny & Dry
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



‘the end of the visit)







NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Coagh
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- 03/07/2017
Weather conditions:- Sunny & Dry
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



(To be completed unmedlately at the end of the v151t)







NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Small Village Category)

Place Name:- Pomeroy
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- 17/07/2017
Weather conditions:- Warm & Sunny
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.
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NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Medium Town Category)

Place Name:- Dunganon
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- July 17,2017
Weather conditions:- Warm & Sunny
Category Entered: Medium Town
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.
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JUDGE’S REMARKS
(I‘o be completed immediately at the end of the visit)
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(5) - -Presentation of immediate private residential areas including house frontages and
gardens: - ; :
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Evidence of Business and Comy unity Tnvolvements

o Ma w Sy —

o "::“»'Please hst below three aspects where 1mpmvements could he made -_:_-: . S i_:.:_ L .

B j_{:NOTE

;,Please llst below three aspects whlch deserve weclal commendahon S




Place Name:-

Council:-

Date:-

Weather conditions:-

Category Entered:

Limits Used:

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or

NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Small Town Category)

Coalisland

Mid Ulster

June 2, 2017

Bright & Sunny

Small Town

30

30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there

are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



~ JUDGES’ REMARKS
(To be completed immediately at the end of the visit)

(1) General Appearance:

A very average provincial town which does not have any 'd1st1ngu1sh1ng features.
From a distance approach roads looked reasonable but on closer viewing many had
lots of litter strewn around and some had overgrown grass verges. Car parks, public
seatmg and litter bins are provided and street lighting seems satisfactory. Direction
signs are in place but the central area is devoid of street names. Re-cycling facilities
are provided on Derry Road.

(2) General cleanliness and tidiness:

General tidiness and presentation left a lot to be desired. A combination of fresh and
long term litter was evident in many areas.  Some graffiti, fly posting and
inappropriate advertising were also present in places. Vandalism or dog fouling does
not appear to be a problem.

3) Busmess Premlses' Decoratlve and repalr order of commercnal property,
including landscaping (where appropriate): -

Commercial and business properties fall into two categories, ie old and new. The
old properties, mainly in the town centre, are ‘tired’ looking and would benefit
greatly from basic maintenance. The Gortgonis Sports Pavilion is excellent in -
appearance. A coin operated public toilet is sited in one of the car parks.. Well
maintained designated bus stops and shelters were the only sign of public transport
facilities.

)] Natm'al Envu'onment and Open Spaces

.Most open spaces are neat but unfortunately many areas are spoﬂed w1th litter. The-

sports grounds, Brackaville GFC complex and children’s play park being the -
exception. There is no evidence to suggest there is any active interest in promotmg
‘conservation.  On the plus side, while visiting, we did see a council employee
- gather litter from streets in the town centre.

5) Presentatmn of lmmedlate pnvate resndentlal areas mcludmg house frontages
and gardens: - -

.Wxth very fow exceptlons pnvate propemes are well cared for and most dwellmgs
have neat, tidy and nicely appointed gardens. Many have flower displays in the
form of hanging baskets. Unfortunately, in keeping with other open spaces, some
residential areas had litter strewn around and weeds were allowed to prosper on
kerb sides, etc.



©) Evidencé of Business and Commilhiiy Involvement:

There isno obvxous 31gn to indicate there is any ‘community involvement in the
upkeep of the town.

) Judge s dlscretlonary mark
The presentatlon of tlns town is dlsappomtmg Wlth a 11ttle eﬁ‘ort the untldmess '

could be greatly reduced.. Likewise the traders could brighten the appearance of
their premises which would make their town more aesthetic.

-~ NOTE:
-~ Please list below three aspects which deserve special commendation
o @ b' Goﬁgoms Sports Complex a

(i) GFC grounds
(111) R

' Please hst below three aspects where 1mprovements could be made

@) Prov1de street 1dent1ﬁcat10n -
i) - Remove htter el e
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NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Caledon
Council:- Mid Ulser
Date:- 12/06/2017
Weather conditions:- Cloudy & Dry
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.
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NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Castlecaulfield
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- 03/07/2017
Weather conditions:- Sunny & Dry
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph 1imit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.
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NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Small Village Category Final Round)

Place Name:- Caslecaulfield

Council:- Mid Ulster

Date:- August 28, 2017

Weather conditions:- Overcast, Drizzle Showers
Category Entered: Small Village

Limits Used: Welcome Sign

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
2017 BEST KEPT AWARDS
JUDGING SHEET (VILLAGE CATEGORY)

Place Name:_CASTLECAULFIELD_ Local Authority:__ MID ULSTER

Date:__28ﬂ'l AUGUST 2017 Weather conditions:__ OVERCAST, DRIZZLE SHOWERS__

Category Entered: SMALL VILLAGE — FINAL ROUND JUDGING

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limit (delete as appropriate).

For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or 30mph signs (in the absence
of the former). In some cases a judge should use his/her discretion, e.g. where housing/industrial developments have
taken place in recent years, near but beyond the speed limits, or where there are no clearly defined limits in the
village being judged.

Please state which limits you used: WELCOME SIGN

Maximum Marks Marks
Available Awarded
1. General appearance including approach roads, road signs, car
parks, litter bins public seating, street lighting and welcome signs. 55 50

2. General cleanliness and tidiness including absence of fong term and
fresh litter, vandalism, graffiti, fly posting, inappropriate 55 49
advertising and dog fouling.

3. Business premises including general appearance, appropriate signage,
efforts to improve dereliction, maintenance and appearance of public

transport facilities. 30 28

4. Natural environment and open spaces including presentation and
management of open spaces and evidence of activities to promote

conservation of flora and fauna. 20 18

5. Presentation of private and residential areas including house
frontages and gardens. 25 20

6. Evidence of business and community involvement. 5 5

7. Judge’s discretionary mark including, the appearance of car parks and
public toilets (if present). 10 9

TOTAL 200 179



JUDGES REMARKS

1. General appearance:

At the flower-festooned Welcome sign on entering the village on the Donaghmore approach road initial
impression is one of colour. There are flowers everywhere! The sign announcing Castlecaulfield as the Best
Kept Village in 2016 is displayed with pride. There are shrubs, roses, flower-filled planters on stands and
hanging baskets on lamp posts. The road was free of any litter. At the entrance to the main street was a flower
bed in the shape of a maple leaf representing the 150 year (1867-2017) connection with Canada, in both English
and French sponsored by the Castiecaulfield in Bloom Horticultural Society. There is also a bed of planted flax
to represent the historical connection with the linen trade. Another bed of flowers is sponsored by the local
nursery. The Dungannon approach road has a meadow-type wildflower area planted along the road side. Good
signage and street lighting. Information Board on the Torrent Valley. Plentiful public seating. Dog waste bin.
Litter bins, freshly painted, some in gold. On-street parking. Clean public telephone box and red pillar box. Re-
cycling centre with {and it almost goes without saying!) floral plantings.

2. General cleanliness and tidiness:

No litter, fresh or long-term. No vandalism or graffiti, but some flyposting on the electricity/BT box which
detracts. Small amount of wirescape. No dog fouling.

3. Business Premises: decorative and repair order of commercial property, including landscaping (where
appropriate):

Business premises on the main street are well kept and look very smart. The Church of ireland has lovely
colourful plantings and beautifully kept grounds. The Presbyterian and Methodist Churches and grounds were
both tidy, as were the Orange Hall and the Memorial Hall. The castle grounds looked well maintained with
tastefully done flower-filled barrel and flower bed. The Walker Memorial Primary School and grounds looked
neat with an attractive feature of a painter’s palette planted with flowers. The sports ground was tidily kept.

4. Natural Environment and Open Spaces:

Every available open space in the village was planted with flowers and, shrubs. There were many attractive
floral features including a small model replica castle, a floral butterfly and flower bed sponsored by AgriPro and
the Food Centre, the village pump with floral surround, a stone lorry and toy tractor planted with flowers, and a
railway tender, wheelbarrow and trap all planted with flowers. Part of a large open area has been cordoned off
and planted with meadow wildflowers to encourage birds, insects and wild life to increase bio-diversity.

5. Presentation of immediate private residential areas including house frontages and gardens:

Residential areas and frontages were uniformly well maintained, some with attractive gardens. Residenceson
the main street were very smart. Caulfield Glen housing development was well maintained with tidy frontages.
Dunrainey Avenue pensioners’ cottages looked neat and tidily kept and Dunrainey Gardens were similarly tidy
and without litter — it had freshly painted litter bins, some in gold.



6. Evidence of Business and Community Invoivement:

There is ample evidence of community involvement, not only in the well-presented buildings and floral
decorations throughout the village, but also by the notices of local sponsorship which abound — too numerous
to name individually.

7. Judge’s discretionary mark and comments:

As mentioned, visitors are left with the impression of flowers everywhere. Any space where flower beds,
window boxes, planters or hanging baskets can be displayed, is utilised. The overall impact is one of colour.
The business and residential community are wholeheartedly entering into the Best Kept Small Village and also
Ulster in Bloom. This smart looking village is proud of its heritage and it shows.

Please list below three aspects which deserve special commendation

{i) Community involvement and business sponsorship.
(ii} Abundance of floral plantings and decorative features.
(iii)

Please list below three aspects where improvements could be made

{i) Removal of fly-posting on electricity/BT box.
(ii)



NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Donaghmore
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- 03/07/2017
Weather conditions:- Sunny & Dry
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.
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NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Small Village Category Final Round)

Place Name:- Donaghmore
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- August 28, 2017
Weather conditions:- Light Rain
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



JUDGE'S REMARKS
Donaghmore
(To be completed immediately at the end of the visit)

(1) General Appearance:

From the welcome signs before one even reaches the village, Donaghmore is a riot of
flowers. Public seating, litter bins and street lighting and signage all enhanced by colourful
planting. There are plenty of information boards, eg one beside the Brewers House which
lists sites of historic interest in the area. On the Dungannon road there is a floral railway
carriage created from old barrels, referencing Donaghmore’s historic past.

The most striking item in the village is the High Cross which is believed to date from the
11™ century. It stands at the head of the town and is enhanced by planters and hanging
baskets. Unfortunately someone decided that it would be a good idea to set up a large
biliboard advertising a charity tractor rally right beside the historic and sacred monument.

In truth they are only following the example of the powers that be who have shown lack of
respect and also decided that it would be a good idea to surround the cross with traffic signs
eg for traffic bumps and directions to nearby places. We saw tourists trying to take photos of
the cross without including these 21st century signs. It would be difficult.

(2) General Cleanliness and Tidiness:

The whole village is neat and tidy, No graffiti, fly-posting or dog dirt. The re-cycling area at
the garage on the Pomeroy Road is excellent. The whole area is neat and clean, even behind
the buildings. The only fresh litter was a small amount beside the grounds of the GAA.

(3) Business Premises: decorative and repair order of commercial property, including
landscaping (where appropriate):

The shop frontages are well presented, many enhanced with planters and window boxes.
The windows of an empty shop opposite the High Cross are used to display posters and
information. A better place for the tractor poster? (see above) .The business park is
excellent

(4) Natural Environment and Open Spaces:

The grounds of the ancient graveyard behind the High Cross should have the grass cut more
frequently. There is a huge weed just inside the gate.

St Patrick’s Primary School has neat and tidy grounds. The grounds of St Joseph’s Grammar
School are in good order. Outside the gates are two stones, one in English, the other in Trish,
giving the history of the founding of the school. Outside the Torrent complex which includes
the Bardic Theatre as well as the GAA grounds is a small seating area planted with flowers
and featuring a small replica of the High Cross.

(5) Presentation of immediate private residential areas including house frontages and
gardens:

Well presented houses at Ardcrois and Torrent View many with window boxes and with
good gardens, mainly in shrubs. Houses and gardens at Lismore Drive are neat and tidy. A
garden wall opposite the entrance to the old graveyard has badly peeling paint.



(6) Evidence of Business and Community Involvement:
Shop frontages enhanced with flowers. Overall lack of litter.

(7)  Judge's Discretionary Mark:
Adequate on street car parking,

The toilets at garage are clean, with soap and hot water, although the floor in the ladies
could do with a mop.

NOTE:

Please list below three aspects which deserve special commendation
(1)The amazing floral decorations

(i )The old graveyard with its historic monuments

(i) The High Cross

Please list below three aspects where improvements could be made

(1) Remove signs and posters from around the High Cross.

(i1)



NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Medium Town Category)

Place Name:- Magherafelt
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- July 11, 2017
Weather conditions:- Warm & Bright
Category Entered: Medium Town
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



A JUDGE’S REMARKS
(To be completed immediately at the end of the visit)

(1)  General Appearance:
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(3) = Business Premises: decorative and repalr order of commertial property, including

‘landscapmg (where appro rlate) '

'(4)‘.-1;' Natural Enﬁit‘o‘n .nt and Open Spaces R R

_%:Cllf\h E‘u._ﬂ.(ld,-f A = Al LT\O Z\ LSL'L/L/V\-C.LO\- \JQ@AA/




6) E&ldenc‘e off_n:fmess and Commumtx Involvement N
S Aaoa Ao AN /D_,LQ Q. £
2 S Iy, “l{\c‘iﬁllo WAGAL  Clan, r{ CR A Wuno-r'hcz.

g .}'(7.') Judge’s Dlscretmnary -' ’
0 A Radh %@ P
___IAM_@.A::@JQ{Q A

Yoo ' R @aag W\Dn/\ et

j(’” C_Q&N\_LJN\{?.:LJ v\ A0 M\_\i—k@ﬂ& w-n,")

o NOTE

- Please hst below three aspects whlch deserve speclal commendatlon S L ‘- o o

L V_Please llst below three aspects where 1mprovements could be made

61/1—1212 b‘ VCszcjr\_bwf\_g

B "f-",(“)




NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Small Town Category)

Place Name:- Maghera
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- July 26, 2017
Weather conditions:- Bright & Sunny
Category Entered: Small Town
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



JUDGES’ REMARKS
(To be completed immediately at the end of the visit)

(1) General Appearance:

Many aspects of this town are quite impressive and its general appearance is very
good. Approach roads are tidy and adequately signed. Street lighting seems
satisfactory. Adequate litter bins, public seating and car parks are provided and
comprehensive re-cycling facilities are available in the business park.

(2) General cleanliness and tidiness:

In general terms the town is clean and tidy with few exceptions. Some fly posters
were noted in Main Street, lots of fresh litter on the open space outside the Walled
Garden and some graffiti was seen on a wall at the car park on St Lurachs Road.
Vandalism or dog fouling does not seem to be a problem in the town.-

(3) Business Premises: Decorative and repair order of commercial property,
including landscaping (where appropriate):

- Although public and commercial properties are in a good state of repair some of the

-business premises look tired and could benefit from maintenance. The toilets at St
Lurcahs Road are in a sorry state - long overdue maintenance and cleaning. A
telephone kiosk on Main Street is in a sad condition and in urgent need of attention.
The only evidence of public transport at the time of visitation was designated bus
stops.

(4) Natural Envmmment and Open SpaceS' '

' ‘AII open spaces are well kept although some are ready for further grass cuttmg
- Children’s play parks are clean and well cared for. The Walled Garden takes the
lead in so far as management and presentation is concerned. One exception noted
was lots of untreated weeds in Meeting House Avenue. While visiting we noticed
a council employee busy gathering litter/debris from the streets.

(5) Presentation of inmediate private residential areas including house frontages
~and gardens:

Residential areas are, on the whole, well cared for. Private propertles are -
maintained to a high standard and many have well tended gardens which reflects
favourably on the respectlve occupants. During our visit we noticed some residents
cutting the grass verges outside their perimeter fences.



(6) Evidence of Business and Community InVolVeihent:’,
There is no obvious evidence of business or community involvement in the town
maintenance.

N{)) Judge’s dlscretumary mark:

Th15 isa well presented prov1nc1al town with the Walled Garden the main attraction
for visitors.

NOTE:
Please list below tl'ireevaspect.é' wlnch deserve speelaljcehimendéﬁon_

@) The Walled Garden '
(i) - The presentation of chlldren s play parks '

(i)

’Please llst below three aspects where lmprovements could be made _

'(1) ‘ Improve the toxlet fac1l1tles e _ L SRR
(i) - Add colour to the town centre in the fonn of hangmg baskets ete'
_(iii) = Phone kiosk on Main Street needs maintenance - -



NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Small Town Category Final Round)

Place Name:- Maghera
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- August 15,2017
Weather conditions:- Sunny & Bright
Category Entered: Small Town
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



LOCATION: MAGHERA Boundary definition: 30 mph sign.

Date: 23rd August 2017 Weather conditions: Bright, sunny periods.

(1) General appearance.

All the approach roads into Maghera were well maintained with tidy and well cut
grass verges and colourful floral planting. Grove terrace was particularly so.
Welcome signs were not present everywhere and this was unfortunate. Road and
street name signs were of a fairly standard design. There was an adequate number
of car parks which were clean with no great amounts of litter although that at Main
Street had two abandoned shopping trolleys lying in it. Street lighting was of a
standard design but relatively new luminaires in Main Street and Tirkane Road were
pleasing. There was adequate public seating present where considered necessary.

(2) General tidiness and cleanliness.

The town was generally free from litter. Weeds were, however, present on the
footpaths at locations in the town centre, particularly adjacent to a vacant premises.
Graffiti was present on a wall in the Main Street car park and at other locations. Fly
posting was present on some lamp posts and in Grove Terrace. Extensive
advertising of an inappropriate design was evident on the approach from Tobermore
and on a gable wall at Tirkane Road. The toilets in St. Lurachs Road are very dated
and malodorous with no hot water or hand drying facilities. The telephone kiosk on
Tirkane Road is dirty internally and has fly posting affixed to it. The civic amenity
site is small with limited facilities for the collection of recyclables and could be
maintained in a tidier manner. There was no evidence of dog fouling, nor was any
vandalism seen.

(3) Business premises.
Whilst it is encouraging to see a wide variety of traditional family owned businesses
in Maghera, many of the premises are in need of modernisation and a more
refreshing appearance. The former Police Station is especially so and, being vacant,
has become something of an eyesore. The supermarket on Church Street could be
tidier. The former telephone exchange is also untidy and unkempt with unsightly
rusting fencing around it. The judges were aware that telephone exchanges in other
towns visited were similarly poorly maintained and this is a problem that BT or the
relevant body should be addressing. Having said all of that, some commercial
buildings were tidy and well cared for. The “Back Door” bar was colourful and well
maintained as was the Model Shop and the Flower Centre. Particularly striking was
the Old Station House which has been beautifully and tastefully restored and now in
use as office accommodation. Other nearby former station buildings and
warehouses have been similarly restored and are now in use. All the churches and



their respective grounds are impressive, being tidy and well cared for. The Maghera
Garden Centre is a well laid out business and is particularly tidy. Signage and
advertising on business premises is varied, not all of it sympathetic. Like many
market towns, Maghera has its share of vacant properties. These can quickly
become derelict and this is the case in Main Street, Tobermore Road and St. Lurachs
Road where litter is rapidly gathering. Public transport facilities consist of a large bus
shelter which is clean and perfectly adequate.

(4) Natural environment and open spaces.
The jewel in the crown, as far as Maghera is concerned, is the Old Walled Garden.
This is a superb facility and represents great credit to those who planned and
maintain it. It has a tremendous display of wild flowers and vegetables. For a place
which was effectively a field only three years ago, it is now feature which could be
advertised much more widely. It is good to see the Maghera Old Church retained,
but it would be preferable to see it and its grounds maintained in a better manner.

(5) Presentation of private residential areas.
Housing developments throughout Maghera are neat and tidy. It is pleasing to see
that so many residents take pride in the appearance of their properties and keep
them neat and well cared for. Hawthorn Road is a new development and falls into
this category as does Cloneen Manor and that on Tirkane Road. Tullykeeran Gardens
and Crawfordsburn are also housing areas where the residents can feel proud of
their environment.

(6) Evidence of business and community involvement.
It is difficult to discern any great evidence of business involvement in the appearance
of Maghera. As far as the community is concerned, it was noted that the Busy Bees
children’s playgroup is a community run facility.

(7) Aspects deserving special commendation.
e The Walled Garden - an exceptional facility.
e The approaches to the town with well-tended verges and floral displays.
(8) Aspects needing improvement.
e Vacant business premises although it is recognised that this is possibly a
reflection on the current economic climate.
e General untidiness in a number of areas.

Judges’ comments:

Maghera is a market town with tidy residential areas and a most impressive facility
in the Walled Garden. It would be welcome if the town centre and some of its
municipal facilities could be upgraded.



NORTHERN IRELAND AMENITY COUNCIL
BEST KEPT AWARDS 2017 sponsored by
GEORGE BEST BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
JUDGING SHEET (Village Category)

Place Name:- Tobermore
Council:- Mid Ulster
Date:- 17/07/2017
Weather conditions:- Warm & Sunny
Category Entered: Small Village
Limits Used: 30

Boundary definition: Nameplace/40mph limit/30mph limited (deleted as appropriate)
*For judging purposes, the limits of judging should normally be 40mph restriction signs or
30mph signs (in absence of the former).

In some cases the judges should use his/her discretion, e.g., where housing/industrial
developments have taken place in recent years near but beyond the speed limits, or where there
are no clearly defined limits to the city/town being judged.

Please state which limits you used:

Welcome sign/30 and 40 mph.



JUDGES REMARKS
(To be completed immediately at the end of the visit)

(3)
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“.(6)" Evidence of Business aind Community Involvement

. Judge’s diseretionary mark and comments -
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