
Appendix A

Member Training

Provider/Course Date &
Time

Location Costs Attendee
Requests

Conferences

Provider/Course Date & Time Location Costs Attendee
Requests

Lough Neagh
Conference – The
Way Forward

Tuesday 10
March 2020
9.30am-4.30pm

Lough
Neagh
Discovery
Centre

Travel and
subsistence

Building the Cross
Border Economy:
Post Brexit

Wed 11th March
2020
9am - 1.30pm

Carrickdale
Hotel,
Dundalk,
Co. Louth

The Computer
says No: How
‘Welfare’
Algorithms Punish
the Poor.”

Wednesday 25
March 2020
5.30pm

Conor
Lecture
Theatre,
Belfast
Campus,
Ulster
University,
York Street,
Belfast

Free
Travel and
subsistence

Cllr Molloy

NI Housing
Conference

Thursday 26
March 2020
am-2pm

Titanic
Belfast

£195+VAT
travel and
subsistence

NILGA - Caring
Councils: A local
government
response
to poverty,
addiction and
improving mental
health

Friday 27
March 2020

Girdwood
Community
Hub
Belfast

Travel and
subsistence

Cross Border
Tourism
Conference 2020

Wednesday,
22nd April

Four
Seasons
Hotel,

€30 plus
VAT travel



Be part of Ireland's
Ancient East Brand
Growing your
visitors - Learning
from the bes

2020, 8.30am
to 2.00pm

Carlingford,
Co. Louth

and
subsistence

NI Local
Partnership on
Travellers Issues
'Pioneering a
brighter future
together with the
Travelling
Community'

Thursday 14th
May 2020

Corick
House Hotel
& Spa, 20
Corick
Road,
Clogher
BT76 OBZ

To be
confirmed

Cllr D
McPeake



 

 

 

The Lough Neagh Partnership invites you to an upcoming conference to discuss 

the main issues associated with Lough Neagh. It is a full day conference with all of 

our local parties giving their policy perspective on the Lough, representatives from 

the main government departments and local stakeholders explaining their present 

roles and responsibilities. 

I intend to use the conference as a tool to find new agreed cross-party policies 

which can help address the real social, economic, safety and environmental needs 

of the Lough. 

I would be grateful if you could put the date in your diary and we will follow up with 

details of the order of the day (9.30am - 4.30pm).  You can confirm attendance now 

by clicking the registration link below. 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

Conor Jordan 

Chairperson 

Lough Neagh Partnership 





PROGRAMME

11th March Carrickdale Hotel

BUILDING THE CROSS-BORDER ECONOMY – POST BREXIT.

The UK’s Exit from the EU will present new challenges for businesses operating within the cross-

border economy. This cross-border conference will provide a timely update for businesses on the

challenges and support available for Businesses post Brexit.

Programme

MCMark Simpson, Broadcaster and Journalist

08:30 Registration

09:00Welcome by Cathaoirleach of Louth County Council

09:05Welcome by Chair of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council

09:10 Address by Government Spokesperson(s)

THE FUTURE FOR EUROPE ANDWHAT IT MEANS FOR BUSINESS

9:40 Cross Border Trade. What are the future challenges and opportunities – IntertradeIreland

speaker

10.00 EU Future thinking – What are the practical issues and opportunities for your business. Emma

Kerins, Head of Policy and Public Affairs, Chambers Ireland

10.20 Local Enterprise Office Louth, Thomas McEvoy, Head of Enterprise, Louth Local Enterprise

Office.

10.40 Q&A

10:55 Tea/Coffee – Networking

THE UK/EU CHANGING RELATIONSHIP

11:15 The Economic Outlook and what a Future EU – UK Trade Deal would mean for your business.

Oliver Mangan, Chief Economist AIB

SUPPORT TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS

11:45 The 21st Century Workplace. – The Development and Upskilling of Your People - Paul Healy

CEO Skillnet Ireland

12.05 Accessing Finance to Grow Your Business. David McComb Full Circle Management Solutions

12:25 Support for Cross Border Businesses – Deirdre Maguire, Brexit Manager at InterTradeIreland

12:45 Changing Migration Rules and what it means for your business.

13:05 Lunch & Networking











 

DRAFT AGENDA  

Caring Councils: A local government response  
to poverty, addiction and improving mental health 

 

27th March 2020 

Girdwood Community Hub 

Belfast 

 

 



 

Following on from the Fermanagh and Omagh DC conference “The 
Struggle is Real” in February 2020, the NILGA Health, Social and Well-

being Network would like to invite members and officers from all 11 
councils - particularly NILGA ‘full’ members - to the ‘Caring Councils’ 

conference on 27th March 2020.  

We will be exploring the links between poverty, poor mental health and 
addiction, and discussing how councils can have a positive impact in 

communities. 

Speakers Include:   

Helen Barnard Joseph Rowntree Foundation (invited) 

Prof. Siobhan O’Neill Professor of Mental Health Science, Ulster University (confirmed) 

Sam McCullough Addiction NI (confirmed)  

Ed McClean, Public Health Agency NI (invited) 

Kim Weir, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council (confirmed) 

Ryan Black, Belfast City Council (confirmed) 

Lisa McIlherron, Inspire Well-being (confirmed) 

Jackie Patton, Mid and East Antrim Borough Council (confirmed) 

Caring Councils: A local government response  
to poverty, addiction and improving mental health 

 

27th March 2020 

Girdwood Community Hub 

Belfast 



Draft Agenda 

Caring Councils: A local government response to poverty, addiction and improving mental health  
27th March 2020, Girdwood Hub, Belfast 

Time Topic Speaker 

10.00—10.30  Registration, tea and coffee   

10.30 – 10.35 Welcome to Belfast Belfast City Council—Lord Mayor 
(invited) 

10.35 – 10.40 Welcome from NILGA and outline of the day Cllr John Coyle, Chairperson - NILGA 
Health, Social & Environmental Well-
being Network  

  Poverty and Health    

10.40 – 11.10 Poverty in Northern Ireland:  
A crisis situation? 

Helen Barnard 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (invited) 

11.10 – 11.20 The Struggle is Real: from debate to action  
 

 

Kim Weir, Fermanagh & Omagh DC 

11.20—11.40 The Impact of Poverty on Health in NI:  
A Public Health Approach  

  

Ed McClean, Public Health Agency 
(invited)  

11.40 – 12.00 Poverty and Mental Ill-Health: Addressing the 
high levels of suicide in NI 

 

Prof Siobhan O’Neill, Ulster University  
12.00 – 12.20 The links between poverty and addiction - and 

how to break them 

 

 

Sam McCullough, Addiction NI 

12.20—12.40 Panel Debate/Q&A  

12.45 – 1.30 Lunch and networking   

  Community and Council Response   

1.30 – 1.50 The ‘Change Your Mind’ campaign: Tackling  
stigma and discrimination around mental 
health  

 

Lisa McIlherron, Inspire Wellbeing 

1.50 – 2.10 What can a council do? The Belfast City 
Council experience 

Ryan Black, Director of Neighbourhood 
Services, Belfast City Council  

2.10 – 2.30 What can a council do? The Mid and East  
Antrim Borough Council experience 

Jackie Patton, Head of Community 
Planning, Mid & East Antrim BC 

2.30—2.45 What can a councillor do? - developing the 
local government response 

 

Round table discussion  

2.45—3.00 Feedback and Next Steps   Karen Smyth  
    

     

This event is FREE for NI Elected Members and Officers.   
Places are limited hence early registration is recommended. 

Email  events@nilga.org by the 13th March 2020,                                       
quoting NILGA: Caring Councils 27.03.2020 



he Guardian investigat ion involved publishing a series of articles looking at how government departments and public authorit ies in (among others) Britain, the United States,  Australia and Ind ia, are radically  reshaping the delivery  of social security  and other public services behind clo sed doors.  

The presentation will be followed by  a panel  

 

The Computer says No: How ‘Welfare’ Algorithms Punish the 

Poor.” 

 
 

by Imagine! Belfast Festival of Ideas & Politics 

 

 

Date:    Wednesday 25 March 2020 

Time:  5.30pm 

Location:  Conor Lecture Theatre, Belfast Campus, Ulster University, York Street, 

Belfast, BT15 1ED 

 

 

Rob Booth, the social affairs correspondent for the Guardian, will outline the Guardian’s 

global and domestic investigation into how the tech revolution is transforming welfare 

systems worldwide while penalizing the most vulnerable. He will discuss how Artificial 

Intelligence decision-making is being developed by UK government departments and public 

authorities with limited discussion of its use and the ramifications for transparency, redress 

and oversight. 

 

The Guardian investigation involved publishing a series of articles looking at how 

government departments and public authorities in (among others) Britain, the United States, 

Australia and India, are radically reshaping the delivery of social security and other public 

services behind closed doors.  

 

The presentation will be followed by a panel discussion and Q and A with local academics.  

 

Jointly sponsored by the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission and Legal Innovation 

Centre, Ulster University.  

 

Tea and coffee available from 17:00. 

 

 













Appendix        Approval Sought –FEBRUARY COUNCIL  

 

Retrospective Approval  

Conference & Seminar Date   No. of Attendees  Location Attendance Fee 

(Yes/ No) 

BCNI Fire Safety Conference 

 

6/2/20 2 Armagh Yes  

The Future of Local 

Government – NILGA 

Conference 

20/2/20 1  Belfast  Yes 

NI IOT & Industry 4.0 Expo 

Conference & Exhibition 

 

27/2/20 1 Belfast No 

 

 

 Approval  

Conference & Seminar Date   No. of Attendees  Location Attendance Fee 

(Yes/ No) 

VAT Conference 4/3/20 1 London Yes 

 

Climate Change – Our 

Challenge Conference 

 

12/3/20 2 Killeavy, Co 

Down 

No 

Lough Neagh Conference 

 

10/3/20 1 Lough Neagh No 
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