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Our Ref:   
 
,,   September 2019  
 
Mr Liam Quinn 
Department for Communities 
Social Policy Unit 
Level 8, Causeway Exchange 
1-7 Bedford Street 
Belfast 
BT2 7EG 
 
Dear Mr Quinn, 
 
Re:  Entertainment Licensing – Places of Religious Worship and Educational    
Institutions 
 
I refer to your correspondence of 9th July 2019 to the Chief Executive regarding 
Entertainment Licensing – Places of Religious Worship and Educational    
Institutions .   
 
See comments in relation to the two subject areas specified and the approach which 
has been adopted by Mid Ulster District Council to date in each case. 
 
Places of Religious Worship 
 
There is currently an exemption for places used for religious worship (no definition of 
what this is - so could be any premises although generally taken to mean churches, 
chapels and similar buildings), and if music or singing is performed as an incident of 
a religious meeting or service, an entertainment licence is not required. 
 
It is generally viewed that churches, chapels, mission halls and tents etc are not 
licensed if the singing is in relation to religious based songs, hymns etc. However, 
there is a grey area as to whether or not a musical performance such as by an 
orchestra or opera singing or band / musician in an actual church where it is clearly 
not a religious service and a charge is made is a licensable activity or not. 
 
It has been the general position that the everyday meaning of a ‘church/ religious’ 
service should be taken as the exemption and anything outside of this would need to 
be licensed, if a charge was made. 
 
However, many of the applicable venues have a church/Parochial Hall in close 
proximity which are used as a place of assembly and are in possession of an annual 
or occasional licence. 
 
 
It should also be noted that in accordance with the Fire and Rescue Services 
(Northern Ireland) Order 2006 and the Fire Safety Regulations (Northern Ireland) 



 

 

2010, a Fire Risk Assessment should be in place for Places of Worship which should 
ensure that premises are safe for those attending a particular function. 
 
Educational Institutions 
 
Secondly, in relation to Educational Institutions, there is currently no definitive 
description of what is actually meant by the term “an Educational Institution while 
being used as such”. 
 
While there is no definitive description of what this actually means, it is assumed that 
activities which are carried out as an extension of the school curriculum would be 
exempt from licensing requirements, for example, concerts and plays performed for 
fellow pupils. 
 
However, where plays / concerts / pantomimes are widely advertised and open to 
the general public a licence will be required. 
 
Similarly, end of term dances/discos for pupils during the school day (or in the 
evening) would not require a licence, unless it was open to the general public and a 
charge made either for entry or refreshments.  
 
If the premises are used by any other bodies or groups (i.e. hired or loaned) for 
licensable activity, then an entertainment licence will be required. 
 
Of course, if there is no entry charge to an event and any refreshments/ drinks are 
also free of charge then there is no need to licence the event. 
 
If you require any further information in relation to these matters please do not 
hesitate to contact us . 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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