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d with the Chair of Mid Ulster District Council, Councillor Kim Ashton; John Joseph, Fairtrade farmer and producer in India; Kevin
Mcﬂuilough, Head of Campsmns with the Fairtrade Foundation; and Yvonne Zellmann, Mid Ulster District Council.
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Local pupils urged to help Mid
Ulster achieve Fairtrade status

PUPILS from Dungannon and
south Tyrone were given a
valuable insight info the work
of the Fairtrade organisation, at
a special event last week.

To mark Fairtrade Fortnight
which takes place from Febru-
ary 26 - March 11, Mid Ulster
District Council organised a
‘Meet the Producer’ at the Hill
of The O’Neill in Dungannon.

Children had the opportunity
to hear from Fairtrade produc-
er and Chairman of WOFFA
(WSSS Organic Farmers Fair-
trade  Association), John
Joseph, farmer of coffee and
spices in India.

Mr Joseph, founder of WOF-
FA, an ordained Priest and
qualified lawyer, gave partici-

pants an interesting insight in-
to rural life in his native com-
munity and how Fairtrade
played a role in changing the
lives of Indian farmers and pro-
ducers for the better.

The pupils were then given
the chance to put their ques-
tions to Mr Joseph which led to
much interesting conversation.

Questions included: “How
has your life changed since be-
coming a Fairtrade farmer?”,
“Why do farmers not get paid
enough?”, and “Does the Fair-
trade premium help farmers to
purchase machinery?”

Participants also heard from
Kevin MecCullough, Head of
Campaigns with the Fairtrade
Foundation. He highlighted to
them the many opportunities

for schools to get involved and
become a Fairtrade School.
Speaking at the event, Chair
of the Council, Councillor Kim
Ashton, said, “The theme of to-
day’s Fairtrade schools event
was ‘Meet the Producer’ and I
would sincerely like to thank
John Joseph for making the ef-
fort and taking the time to trav-

el here today all the way from
India to help shine a light on the
issue of Fairtrade to our local
students.

“As part of our wider work on
sustainable development Mid
Ulster District Council is com-
mitted to actively supporting
Fairtrade. Activities during
Fairtrade Fortnight are a great
way of doing this and we would
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encourage all schools and in-
deed the wider community to
get involved and help us
achieve Fairtrade status for the
distriet.”

Mr Joseph said, “Fairtrade
Fortnight is creating awareness
among the local people about
the need for expressing their
solidarity towards farmers in
the Third World who are strug-
gling to meet their needs
through agriculture. Fairtrade
means a decent and justified
price, matching the cost of pro-
duction to bring farmers a sus-
tainable income.”

Students also took part in a
Fairtrade Quiz at the event
where they could win one of
three Fairtrade hampers for
their school. The winners were
Carntall PS, Derrychrin PS and
Moneymore PS. Runners up
were Howard PS and Windmill
IPS.

Mid Ulster Disfriet Couneil is
committed to supporting the
Fairtrade campaign and active-
ly promotes the purchase of
products with the Fairtrade
Mark including the use of Fair-
trade coffee, fea and sugar at all
internal meetings.

» For more information on
Fairtrade contact Yvonne
Zellmann, Sustainability Of-
ficer, on 03000 132 132 or
email

yvonne.zellmann@
midulstercouncil.org.
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Pictured with the Chair of Mid Ulster District Council, Councillor Kim Ashton; John Joseph,
Fairtrade farmer and producer in India; and Kevin McCullough, Head of Campaigns with the

Fairtrade Foundation, are students from Carntall PS who were winners of the First Prize Fairtrade
Baking Hamper.

nners of the second prize Fairtrade Tea and Coffee

Students from Derrychrin P.S who were wi
Event in School Hamper.

Mid Ulster District Council
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PUPILS AND TEACHERS LEARN FROM COUNCIL EVENT
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‘Meet the Fairtrade Producer’

BY STAFF REPORTER
news@midulstermail.co.uk
@NdUMail

Forty pupilsand 10 teachers
from10local Primaryand
Post-Primary Schoolsin Mid
Uister attendeda schools
event this week to mark Fair-
trade Fortnight, which takes
place until March11.

The event, organised by Mid
Ulster District Council, took
place at Hill of The O’Neill,
Dungannon and the theme
was ‘Meet the Producer’.

Students had the oppor-
tunity to hear from Fairtrade
producer and Chairman of
WOFFA (WSSS Organic Farm-
ers Fairtrade Association),
John Joseph, farmer of coffee
and spicesin India.

Mr Joseph, founder of
WOFFA, and also an ordained
priest and qualified lawyer,
gave participants an inter-
esting insight into rural life
in his native community, and
how Fairtrade played a role
in changing the lives of In-
dian farmers and producers
for the better. Students were
then given the chance to put
their questions to Mr Joseph
which led to much interest-
ing conversation. Questions
included: “How has your life
changed since becoming a
Fairtrade farmer?”, “Why do
farmersnotget paid enough?”,
and “Does the Fairtrade pre-
mium help farmers to pur-
chase machinery?”

Participants also heard
from Kevin MeCullough,
Head of Campaigns with the

Fairtrade Foundation. He
highlighted to them the many
opportunities for schools to
get involved and become a
Fairtrade School.

Speaking at the event,
Chair of the Council, Coun-
cillor Kim Ashton, said: “The
theme of today’s Fairtrade
schools event was ‘Meet the
Producer’, and I would sin-
cerely like to thank John
Joseph for making the effort
and taking the time to travel
here today all theway from In-
diatohelp shinealight on the
issue of Fairtrade to our local
students.

“As part of our wider work
on sustainable development,
Mid Ulster District Council
is committed to actively sup-
porting Fairtrade. Activities
during Fairtrade Fortnight
are a great way of doing this
and we would encourage all
schools and indeed the wid-
er community to get involved
and help us achieve Fairtrade
status for the district.”

Mr Joseph added: “Fair-
trade Fortnight is creating
awareness among the local
people about the need for ex-
pressing their solidarity to-
wards farmers in the Third
World who are struggling to
meet their needs through ag-
riculture, Fairtrade means
a decent and justified price,
matching the cost of produc-
tion to bring farmers a sus-
tainableincome.”

Studentsalsotook partina
Fairtrade Quizforoneofthree
Fairtrade hampers. The win-
nerswere Carntall P.S, Derry-
chrinP.S.and MoneymoreP.S.
Runnersup were Howard P.S.
and Windmill IPS.
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Fairtrade producer in India and Chairman of WOFFA, farmer John Joseph
spoke to students at the Fairtrade Schoolsevent.
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‘Meet the Fairtrade Producer’

chrinP.S.and MoneymoreP.S.
Runnersup were Howard P.S.
and Windmill IPS.
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Fairtrade producerinIndiaand Chairman of WOFFA, fa
spoke to students at the Fairtrade Schools event.
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Kim Ashton; JohnJ

Councillor Kim Ashton; John Joseph; Kevin McCulloughand studentsfrom  Councillor Kim Ashton; John Joseph; Kevin McCullough and students from
DerrychrinP.S., winners of the second prize Fairtrade School Hamper. Carntall P.S., winners of the first prize Fairtrade Baking Hamper.
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Tyrone students learning about
changing lives at Fairtrade event

TYRONE students have received an
insight into how Fairtrade played a
role in changing the lives of Indian
farmers and producers for the better.

Some 40 pupils from ten local pri-
mary and post-primary schools in Mid
Ulster attended the event to mark
Fairtrade Fortnight which takes place
from February 26-March 11.

The event, organised by Mid Ulster
District Council, took place at Hill of
The O'Neill, Dungannon and the
theme was ‘Meet the Producer’.

Students had the opportunity to
hear from Fairtrade producer and
chairman of WOFFA (WSSS Organic
Farmers Fairtrade Association), John
Joseph, farmer of coffee and spices in
India. Mr Joseph, founder of WOFFA,
an ordained priest and qualified
lawyer, gave participants an interest-
ing insight into rural life in his native
community.

Students were then given the
chance to put questions to Mr Joseph
which led to much interesting conver-
sation about life as a Fairtrade farmer.

Mr Joseph explained, “Fairtrade
Fortnight is creating awareness
among the local people about the need
for expressing their solidarity towards

farmers in the Third World who are
struggling to meet their needs
through agriculture, Fairtrade means
a decent and justified price, matching

the cost of production to bring farm-

ers a sustainable income.”
Participants also heard from Kevin

MecCullough, head of campaigns with

the Fairtrade Foundation.

He highlighted the many opportu-
nities for schools to get involved and
become a Fairtrade School.

Mr MecCullough said, “Fairtrade
Fortnight this year encourages people
to learn more abouf the positive im-
pact Fairtrade has on farmers’ liveli-
hoods. This schools event was a great

opportunity for children-and young
people to learn about consumer pow-
er, Fairtrade standards and the differ-
ence Fairtrade can make to farmers’
lives.”

Speaking at the event, chair of the
couneil, Cllr Kim Ashton stressed the
council is committed to actively sup-
porting the Fairtrade campaign and
promotes the purchase of products
with the Fairtrade Mark including the
use of Fairtrade coffee, tea and sugar
at all internal meetings.

For information on Fairtrade con-
tact Yvopne Zellmann, sustainability
officer, on 03000 132 132 or email
yvonne.zellmann@midulstercoun-
cil.org.
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Fairtrade farmer

and producer

in India; Kevin McCullough, Head of Campaigns with the Fairtrade Foundation; and Yvonne Zelimann, Mid Ulster District Council.

=i ’-1'; Larladh
% Mi_(itjlstur

- Ty Y

KANTAR MEDIA

Pietu with the Chair of Mid Ulster District Council, Clir Kim Ashton; John Joseph, Fairtrade farmer and pro-
ducer in India; and Kevin McCullough, head of campaigns with the Fairtrade Foundation, are students from

Carntall PS, winners of the first prize Fairtrade baking hamper.
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Picu.l with the Chair of Mi il, Clir Kim Ashton; John Joseph, Fairtrade farmer and pro-
ducer in India; and Kevin McCullough, head of campaigns with the Fairtrade Foundation, are students from
Derrychrin PS, winners of the second prize Fairtrade tea and coffee event in school hamper.
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