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Date: 25 October 2021

Dear Consultee

CONSULTATION ON BUILDING (PRESCRIBED FEES) (AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2022

| am writing to invite you to respond to the Department’s proposals to amend the
Building (Prescribed Fees) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1997 (as amended).

The Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 1979 places a duty on a district
council to “enforce building regulations in its district” and authorises “district councils to
charge prescribed fees for or in connection with the performance of prescribed
functions of theirs relating to building regulations”.

The current Building Regulations, the Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 (as
amended), control certain building work and are made principally to: secure the health,
safety, welfare and convenience of people in and around buildings; further the
conservation of fuel and power; and further the protection and enhancement of the
environment and promotion of sustainable development. The Building Regulations
currently comprise 16 ‘Parts’, each covering a specific subject area although
interrelations exist. The Regulations come into play for building work, typically
involving:

erection of a building

alterations or extension of a building

a material change of use of a building

provision, alteration or replacement of services or fittings

The current fees payable to councils for this building control function are set out in the
Fees Requlations — the Building (Prescribed Fees) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
1997, as amended by the Building (Prescribed Fees) (Amendment) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2013. In these Regulations, the fees are set out in three schedules:



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/1997/482/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/1997/482/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2013/60/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2013/60/made

e Schedule 1 for one or more small domestic buildings;
e Schedule 2 for certain small buildings, extensions and alterations; and
e Schedule 3 for all other work

While the fees listed in Schedule 3 are based on the estimated cost of work, the fees
in Schedules 1 and 2 are prescribed, or fixed and can only be changed by an
amendment to the Regulations. Since the introduction of the Fees Regulations in
1997, they have only been amended on one occasion, in 2013.

Over the years, there has been an increasing disparity in the cost to councils of
processing building control applications and the fees for work falling into Schedules 1
and 2 of the Fees Regulations. It is important that district councils are properly
resourced to carry out their enforcement role. At present, ratepayers are subsidising
councils’ building control functions. Significant uplifts would be required to fully cover
the cost of providing this service and to apply a ‘user pays’ principle.

As an interim measure, the Department proposes to make a two-stage uplift to most of
the Schedule 1 and 2 fees, as follows
o April 2022 — 17.5% uplift in fees
e April 2023 — a further uplift that would increase fees by 35% against current
fees

There are some types of work where the current fees meet councils’ costs so these
would not be subject to increases at this stage.

The proposed increases would be taking place in the context of a wholesale review of
the Fees Regulations, with the aim of applying a ‘user pays’ principle across the range
of prescribed fees, resulting in full cost recovery by councils. As well as seeking your
views on the proposed uplifts in Schedule 1 and 2 fees, the Department is taking the
opportunity in this consultation to ask for your views on the Fees Regulations in
general, to feed into the review process.

The full package of consultation documents is available on the
Departmental website https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations and includes the
following: -

e Consultation Proposals; and

e Consultation Draft Regulatory Impact Assessments for the proposed changes,
outlining the main issues, giving an assessment of the benefits of the proposed
amendments and an estimate of the principal costs of the proposals;

The proposed amendment/update has been screened out of equality impact
assessment requirements. The equality impact screening assessment will be
published on the Departmental Website with the consultation proposals.

The Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 requirements should not be adversely impacted. A
Rural Needs Impact assessment will be published on the Departmental Website with
the consultation proposals.


https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations

Responding to this consultation

Should you wish to respond to the consultation, | would encourage you to use the on-
line facility on the Citizen Space portal, at:
https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/dof/prescribed-fees-2022.

A hard copy or copy in an alternative format may be obtained by telephoning

028 9025 7048 or by emailing info.bru@finance-ni.gov.uk

| look forward to receiving your comments and views on the proposals contained in
this consultation package.

The Department will consider all responses to this consultation received on or before
the closing date, which is Sunday 19 December. (It is important to note that
submissions made after this date cannot be considered.)

Where respondents have given permission for their response to be made public, and
after we have checked that they do not contain personal information or product names,
responses will be made available to the public at https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/publications

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal data will be
published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes. If we
receive a request for disclosure of confidential information, we cannot give an
assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

If you have any comments about the consultation process itself (rather than the
content of the document) these should be directed to the consultation co-ordinator at
the postal or e-mail address above.

Yours faithfully

C/\:j@_“ Oeeor g)sc " *Ql,ﬂ

DC McDonnell
Director of ESS Properties Division
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1. BACKGROUND

1.1

12,

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

1.6.

The Department of Finance (“the Department”) has responsibility for maintaining the building
regulations in Northern Ireland.

Building Regulations apply to most building work and are made generally to ensure the health,
safety, welfare and convenience of people in and around buildings, to further the conservation of
fuel and power, to protect and enhance the environment and to promote sustainable
development.

The current building regulations are The Building Regulations (Northern ireland) 2012 (as
amended), (the Building Regulations) and were made using powers provided in the Building
Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 1879 (as amended) (“the Order”).

The Order places a duty on a district council to “enforce building regulations in its district” (article
10(1)) and clarifies that a district council has “to ascertain after taking all reasonable steps in
that behalf, (that) the requirements of building regulations as to matters of any prescribed
description are satisfied in any particular case” (article 13 (2)(c)).

Building regulations are enforced by a district council’s building control Officers and this
includes:

o Approval of plans — If you intend to erect, alter or extend a building, to install services,
fittings or works to a building, or to materially change the use of a building, you must first
seek approval to do so from your district council. This may involve the submission of plans
or (for certain domestic applications) a building notice to your local building control Office;
and

o Site Inspections — the Building Regulations set a number of statutory notifications requiring
the applicant to notify the district council when certain stages of work have been reached so
that, if appropriate, an inspection of the works by a building control officer may be
undertaken. A number of additional inspections appropriate to the type of development
may be undertaken.

The Order also authorises “district councils to charge prescribed fees for or in connection with
the performance of prescribed functions of theirs relating to building regulations” (article

13(2)(e)).

PRESCRIBED FEES

1o

1.8.

Prescribed fees were introduced locally for applications for building reguiations approvals in
1982. Before the introduction of fees, the cost of the building control function in district councils
here was borne fully by ratepayers, rather than users of the service.

The Building (Prescribed Fees) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1997 (as amended) (“the Fees
Regulations”) sets out the prescribed functions for which a district council may charge a fee in
relation to applications for building regulations approvals for the construction, renovation or
alteration of buildings. The regulations also set the level of fee that may be charged for each

1 Building (Prescribed Fees) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1997 amended by

Building (Prescribed Fees) (Amendment) Requlations (Northern Ireland) 2013




function. Other activities undertaken by building control (including other building regulations
activities) are rate borne.

1.9. The prescribed functions are:

e approval or rejection of plans or building notices;
¢ inspection of works;

¢ regularisation of unapproved work; and

« approval or rejection of type approval certificates

1.10. In the current Fees Regulations, fees are set out in three schedules to the regulations:

¢ Schedule 1 for one or more small domestic buildings;
= Schedule 2 for certain small buildings, extensions and alterations; and
e Schedule 3 for all other work.

2. INTRODUCTION TO CONSULTATION PROPOSALS

2.1. The purpose of this consultation is to obtain comments and views of interested parties on
proposals to uplift fees set by Schedules 1 & 2 of the Fees Regulations.

2.2. Since their introduction in November 1997, the Fees Regulations have only been amended on
one occasion, by the Building (Prescribed Fees) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
2013.2, Although the fees for applications under Schedule 3 are based on the estimated cost of
works and have risen as prices have increased, the fees set by Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 are
“fixed” and can only be changed through an amendment to the regulations.

2.3. Over time a “drift” in the relationship between the application fee set by Schedules 1 & 2 and the
cost to district councils of processing building control applications has occurred. This has
resulted in major shortfalls in the fees income covering the cost of enforcement activity for the
work set out in Schedule 1 and Schedule 2, as a result the ratepayer is subsidising this service.

2.4. The Department has therefore identified a need to review the Fees Regulations to ensure that
the level of fees charged by district councils for undertaking prescribed functions in respect of
the building regulations follows the ‘user pays principle’. This means that the person using the
building control service meets the full cost of that service. However, to achieve this in line with
the fees charged in other administrations in the UK, significant uplifts would be required, in
some cases more than doubling the current fee level. Both the Department and district councils
recognise that a move to a 100% cost recovery model where the user pays for the service
would therefore need to be achieved in a phased approach.

Question 1: Would you support a move to a 100% cost recovery model, where the user
pays the full cost incurred by councils of processing building control
applications rather than ratepayers subsidising the service?

2 http:/iwww legislation.qov.uk/nisr/2013/60/contents/made




Question 2:  Are there any other aspects of the Fees Regulations you feel should be
included in the review?

2.5.In advance of the outcome of this review, as an interim step, the Department proposes to uplift
the fees by way of amendment regulations to begin to address the shortfall experienced by
district councils.



3. CONSULTATION PACKAGE — CONTENT AND RESPONSE

3.1.

3.2

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

This consultation has been issued by the Department of Finance, which has responsibility for
maintaining the Building Regulations for Northern Ireland. This document, together with the
other consultation documents, is available online at:

https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations

The consultation documents are:

e Consultation Document
e Regulatory Impact Assessment (Draft for Consultation)

Prior to making any amendment to building regulations, the Department undertakes consultation
with the Northern Ireland “Building Regulations Advisory Committee and such other bodies as
appear to the Department to be representative of the interests concerned” (article 5(4) 1979

Order).

The Committee has been consulted on the proposals. It is proposed that this consultation will
satisfy the above duty in relation to other bodies for the two increments of fee increases
identified in Section 4.

We look forward to receiving your comments and views concerning any of the proposals
contained in this consultation. We ask you to exercise care and refrain from the inclusion of any
potentially defamatory material as it is our intention to publish responses on the Departments
website. We will not publish the names or contact details of respondents, but will include the
names of organisations responding.

We would encourage you to respond to the consultation using the on-line facility on
Citizen Space, accessible via NI Direct.

Your opinions are valuable to us. Thank you for taking the time to read this document and
respond.

If you require a hard copy of this consultation document or have any other enquiries please
email your request to info.bru@finance-ni.gov.uk or you can write to us at:

Consultation Co-ordinator
Department of Finance
Building Standards Branch
6th Floor

Goodwood House

44 - 58 May Street

Belfast

BT1 4NN

The Department will consider all the responses to this consultation received on or before the
closing date, which is 19 December 2021.

Submissions made after this date cannot be considered.



NEXT STEPS IN THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

3.9.

Where respondents have given permission for their response to be made public, and after we
have checked that they do not contain personal information or product names, responses will be
made available to the public at https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/publications If you use the
consultation hub, citizen space to respond, you will receive a copy of your response via email.

We may also make responses to this consultation available to the Northern Ireland Assembly
and for public inspection at the Building Standards Branch office.

Following the closing date, all responses will be analysed and the Department will publish a
summary of responses to the consultation.

All information will be handled in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA MANAGEMENT

3.10. If you ask for your response to be regarded as confidential and not to be published, you will be

asked to explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential.

3.11. Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal data (see Annex A), will

be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes (These are
primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), the
EU General Data Protection Regulation, and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. If
we receive a request for disclosure of confidential information, we will take full account of your
explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all
circumstances.

3.12. The Department of Finance will process your personal data in accordance with the law and in

the maijority of circumstances this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third
parties. A full privacy notice is included at Annex A.

Are you satisfied that this consultation has followed the Consultation Principles? If not or you
have any other observations about how we can improve the process please contact us at
info.bru@finance-ni.qov.uk or write to the following address:

Building Standards Branch
Department of Finance
6th Floor

Goodwood House

44 - 58 May Street

Belfast

BT1 4NN



4. FEES AMENDMENT REGULATIONS - PROPOSALS

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4,

4.5,

4.6.

This section outlines the Department’s proposed alterations to the Fees Regulations to to take
account of the need to bring the fees closer to covering the cost of enforcement.

Schedules to the Fees Regulations set out the actual amount payable for each type of building
control application. Currently, there are three Schedules, each of which addresses a particular
type of application:

e Schedule 1 - fees for the erection of one or more small domestic buildings;
e Schedule 2 - fees for certain buildings, extensions and alterations; and
e Schedule 3 - fees for work other than work to which Schedules 1 & 2 apply.

Schedules 1 & 2 set out pre-determined fees relevant to the type of application, whereas the
applicable fee for Schedule 3 work is determined on a sliding scale based on the estimated
cost of the work in question.

As the pre-determined fee charges for Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 building work applications
have not been amended since 2013 - the first amendment since 1997 - the Department
considers that a revision of these charges is necessary to address the cost to district councils of
providing prescribed functions (paragraph 3.2). However, the Department views this as an
interim measure ahead of the review of the Fees Regulations, with a view to achieving a fairer
system which covers in full the cost of enforcement of the Regulations by the District Councils.

Provided all statutory stages are concluded and Ministerial and Assembly approvals received,
the Department proposes that the fee charges outlined below would apply in two increments,
the first when the Fees Amendment Regulations come into operation on 1 April 2022, and the
second increment applying from 1 April 2023.

The application of fees for dwellings with a floor area not exceeding 250m? is set out in
Schedule 1. Tables 1 and 2 to this Schedule establish the “plan fee” charges for dwellings and
provide discounts for multiple plan types and for applications containing multiple dwellings.
Table 3 sets the “inspection fee” for dwellings and provides for discounts where a development
contains more than one dwelling.

The Department proposes to increase Schedule 1 fees by 17.5% in the first increment. The
second increment would result in an overall increase in Schedule 1 fees by 35% against current
fees. Revised Tables 1, 2 and 3 showing the effect of both increments are included in Annex A.

Question 3: Do you agree with the Department’s proposals to increase fees for
Schedule 1 by 17.5% from 1%t April 20227

Question 4: Do you agree with the Department’s proposals for a further increase in
Schedule 1 fees from 15t April 2023 that would result in an overall
increase of 35% on these fees as they are now?



4.7. The Department proposes to increase Schedule 2 fees (works for certain buildings, extensions
and alterations) by up to 17.5% in the first increment. The second increment would increase
Schedule 1 fees by up to 35% against current fees. For certain types of work the fee has been
reduced or the increase has been capped to ensure the fee charged does not exceed the cost
to the district council of providing that service. The revised Schedule 2 charges are provided in

Annex B.

Question 5: Do you agree with the Department’s proposals to increase fees for
Schedule 2 by 17.5% from 1st April 20227

Question 6: Do you agree with the Department’s proposals for a further increase
in fees from 1st April 2023 that would result in an overall increase of

35% on these fees as they are now?

DRAFT REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

4.8. The Department intends to publish a consultation stage DRAFT Regulatory Impact Assessment
(RIA) alongside this consultation paper

Question 7: Do you agree with the analysis/principal assumptions, costs and impacts
set out in the Draft RIA



Annex A

Schedule 1 Fees for one or more small domestic buildings

Table 1. Dwelling type plan fee

Number of dwelling plan Dwelling type plan fee (£)
types (effective April 2022) (effective April 2023)
1 105.75 121.50
2 197.40 226.80
3 289.05 332.10
4 380.70 437.40
5 472.35 542.70
6 564.00 648.00
7 655.65 753.30
8 747.30 858.60
9 838.95 963.90
10 930.60 1,069.20
11 1,018.73 1,170.45
12 1,106.85 1,271.70
13 1,194.98 1,372.95
14 1,283.10 1,474.20
15 1,371.23 1,575.45
16 1,459.35 1,676.70
17 1,547.48 1,777.95
18 1,635.60 1,879.20
19 1,723.73 1,980.45
20 1,811.85 2,081.70
acdiional plan type 82.25 94.50




Annex A

Schedule 1 Fees for one or more small domestic buildings

Table 2. Multiple dwelling additional fee

Additonal fee (£)
Number of dwellings - - - =
(effective April 2022) l (effective April 2023)
1 - -
2 56.40 64.80
3 112.80 129.60
4 169.20 194.40
5 225.60 259.20
6 267.90 307.80
7 310.20 356.40
8 352.50 405.00
9 394.80 453.60
10 437.10 502.20
11 462.95 531.90
12 488.80 561.60
13 514.65 591.30
14 540.50 621.00
15 566.35 650.70
16 589.85 677.70
17 613.35 704.70
18 636.85 731.70
19 660.35 758.70
20 683.85 785.70




Annex A

Schedule 1 Fees for one or more small domestic buildings

Table 3. Inspection fee

Inspection fee (£)
Number of dwellings X : : X
(effective April 2022) (effective April 2023)

1 246.75 283.50
2 479.40 550.80
3 712.05 818.10
4 944.70 1,085.40
5 1,177.35 1,352.70
6 1,382.98 1,5688.95
7 1,588.60 1,825.20
8 1,794.23 2,061.45
9 1,999.85 2,297.70
10 2,205.48 2,533.95
11 2,369.98 2,722.95
12 2,634.48 2,911.95
13 2,698.98 3,100.95
14 2,863.48 3,289.95
15 3,027.98 3,478.95
16 3,157.23 3,627.45
17 3,286.48 3,775.95
18 3.415.73 3,924 .45
19 3,5644.98 4,072.95
20 3,674.23 4,221.45
aditonal dwallng 129.25 148.50




Annex B

Schedule 2 Fees for certain small buildings, extensions and alterations

Table to Schedule 2 (effective April 2022)

Type of work

Amount of
plan fee

Amount of
inspection
fee

Amount of
building
notice

Amount of
regularisation
fee

1. Erection of a detached building
which consists of a garage or carport
or both having a floor area not
exceeding 40m? in total and intended
to be used in common with an
existing building, and which is not a
building specified in Schedule 1 to the
principal regulations.

2. Installation of an unvented hot
water storage system in accordance
with regulation 88 of the principal
regulations, where the installation is
not part of a larger project and where
the district council carries out an
inspection.

3. Any extension of a dwelling (not
falling within entry 6) the total floor
area of which exceeds 20m?,
including means of access and work
in connection with that extension.”

4. Any extension of a dwelling (not
falling within entry 6) the total floor
20m? but does not exceed 40m?,
including means of access and work
in connection with that extension.

5. Any extension of a dwelling (not
falling within entry 6) the total floor
40m? but does not exceed 60m?,
including means of access and work
in connection with that extension.

6. Any extension or alteration of a
dwelling consisting of the provision of |
one or more rooms in the roof space,
including means of access. '

7. Replacement of an existing
combustion appliance in a dwelling

8. Installation or extension of a
heating system in a dwelling

9. Installation of a microgeneration
technology in or on an existing
dwelling

98.70

70.50

141.00

70.50

84.60

84.60

84.60

113.24

113.24

141.00

169.20

169.20

70.50

141.00

253.80

84.60

113.24

113.24

118.44

84.60

169.20

253.80

304.56

304.56

101.52

135.89

135.89

' a building notice may not be given for building work to an existing dwelling that —
(a) increases the floor area of the dwelling by more than 10m?; or

(b) creates a new storey with a floor area of more than 3mZ2.

(regulation 9, the Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012)



Annex B

Schedule 2 Fees for certain small buildings, extensions and alterations

Table to Schedule 2 (effective April 2023)

Type of work

Amount of
plan fee

Amount of
inspection
fee

Amount of
building
notice

Amount of
regularisation
fee

1. Erection of a detached building
which consists of a garage or carport
or both having a floor area not
exceeding 40m? in total and intended
to be used in common with an
existing building, and which is not a
building specified in Schedule 1 to the
principal regulations.

2. Installation of an unvented hot
water storage system in accordance
with regulation 88 of the principal
regulations, where the installation is
not part of a larger project and where
the district council carries out an
inspection.

3. Any extension of a dwelling (not
falling within entry 6) the total floor
area of which exceeds 20m?2,
including means of access and work
in connection with that extension.’

4. Any extension of a dwelling (not
falling within entry 6) the total floor
20m? but does not exceed 40m?,
including means of access and work
in connection with that extension.

5. Any extension of a dwelling (not
falling within entry 6) the total floor
40m? but does not exceed 60m?,
including means of access and work
in connection with that extension.

6. Any extension or alteration of a
dwelling consisting of the provision of
one or more rooms in the roof space,
including means of access. !

7. Replacement of an existing
combustion appliance in a dwelling

8. Installation or extension of a
heating system in a dwelling

9. Installation of a microgeneration
technology in or on an existing
dwelling

113.40

81.00

162.00

81.00

97.20

97.20

84.93

113.24

113.24

162.00

194.40

194.40

' a building notice may not be given for building work to an existing dwelling that —
(c) increases the floor area of the dwelling by more than 10m?; or

(d) creates a new storey with a floor area of

more than 3mZ.(regulation 9, the Building

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012)

81.00

162.00

291.60

84.93

113.24

113.24

136.08

97.20

194.40

291.60

349.92

349.92

101.92

135.89

135.89






Appendix 3

Mid Ulster District Council Response to Consultation on Building
(Prescribed Fees)(Amendment) Requlations (Northern Ireland)

Q1. Would you support a move to a 100% cost recovery Model, where the user
pays the full cost incurred by councils of processing building control
applications rather than ratepayers subsidising the service?

Yes

The Council would be supportive of a move to achieving 100% cost recovery. If it is
the intention of the Department that Building Control achieve 100% cost recovery the
Council would request the Department to consider a mechanism to uplift Fees in line
with inflation on a yearly basis rather than as at present reviewing the fee scales on
an ‘ad hoc’ basis with years between reviews.

Fees have not incrementally increased over time and Regulations have changed
considerably, fees currently do not cover anywhere close to the proportion of
prescribed functions they were originally established to.

It is anticipated and accepted, Ratepayers will continue to subsidise a significant
proportion of other Building Control functions such as administration and
enforcement of legislation with Dangerous Structures, Energy Performance of
Buildings, Postal Numbering and Street naming etc.

The Council would request the Department to review all aspects of ‘fee exemptions’
if the intent is to achieve 100% cost recovery. As many ‘fee exempt’ applications
require assessment and inspection on site, which is currently ratepayer borne.

Q2. Are there any other aspects of the Fees Regulations you feel should be
included in the review?

Yes

While the Council supports the proposed increases in Fees the Council notes the
following:

e The proposals are for a 2 phase uplift. Previous experience has shown that
while the 15t phase has been adopted and implemented the 2" phase was
never implemented. The Council would seek reassurances from the
Department that both phases will be implemented.

e The Council was given to understand that a complete overhaul of the Fees
Legislation was to be undertaken by the Department and considers these
proposals to amend Schedules 1 & 2 as an interim solution only. The Council
would ask the Department to give an undertaking that it will completely review
the Fees Legislation and set out a timetable for providing new consultation
proposals for consideration.
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e The Council would request the Department to review all aspects of ‘fee
exemptions’ if the intent is to achieve 100% cost recovery. As many ‘fee
exempt’ applications require assessment and inspection on site, which is
currently ratepayer borne.

Q3. Do you agree with the Department’s proposals to increase fees for
Schedule 1 by 17.5% from 15t April 20227

Yes

However, this would be conditional on assurances being given on the approval of
this increase in 2022 and that this is followed by the further increase proposed for
2023 with a definite timeline given for a total review of the fees legislation and
implementation of new legislation within a 5 year period from now and provided that
the end result achieves a 100% cost recovery model at that time.

The Council is supportive of any increase to close the gap to 100% cost recovery.
However, the proposals do not consider the cumulative additional work associated
with the proposed amendments to guidance in Parts E & F which are/have been
consulted on and which are likely to be introduced within the year 2022/2023.

Q4. Do you agree with the Department’s proposals for a further increase in
Schedule 1 fees from 15t April 2023 that would result in an overall increase of
35% on these fees as they are now?

Yes

The Council is supportive of the second uplift and understands the need to introduce
these uplifts in 2 phases rather than as a single larger uplift However, would seek
assurances from the Department that the proposed second uplift will be implemented
in 2023. It is the Council’s view that this second uplift should be termed as a
‘minimum uplift’ and that the impact of the amendments introduced during the year
should be reviewed and factored in to this second uplift. It is noted that amendments
to R will not impact on Schedule 1.

Q5. Do you agree with the Department’s proposals to increase fees for
Schedule 2 by 17.5% from 15t April 20227

Yes

The Council is supportive of any increase to close the gap to 100% cost recovery.
See also comments given in response to Q3.
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Q6. Do you agree with the Department’s proposals for a further increase in
Schedule 2 fees from 15t April 2023 that would result in an overall increase of
35% on these fees as they are now?

Yes

The Council is supportive of the proposed second uplift. However, would seek
assurances from the Department that the proposed second uplift will be implemented
in 2023. See also comments to given in response to Q4.

Q7. Do you agree with the analysis/principal assumptions, costs and impacts
set out in the draft RIA?

Yes
The Council would comment as follows;

e The RIA assumptions are based on maintaining the ‘status quo’ and do not
consider Amendments being introduced over the next 2-3 years.

e The Council is also aware that the Department is in the early stages of
consulting on a Northern Ireland equivalent of the Building Safety Programme
with a range of stakeholders including Building Control which will have a
major impact on the Councils’ Building Control Department. As the Fees
Legislation as it is currently constituted only covers a limited number of
Building Control functions as outlined in Paragraph 1.9 of the consultation
document the Council would ask the Department to consider how the impacts
of the Building Safety programme is to be funded given its aim of Building
Control achieving 100% cost recovery. To this end the Council would ask the
Department to completely review the Fees Legislation and widen the scope of
the Legislation to consider such aspects of the Service being or to be
provided that is outside that of the functions outlined in paragraph 1.9.



Appendix 4

Schedule 1 Fees for small domestic buildings (dwellings) not exceeding 3 stories and less
than 250 square metres in area

Single dwelling:

Plan fee £90.00

Inspection fee £210.00

Two or more dwellings:

The ‘plan fee’ is the sum of the amount shown in column 2 of Table 1 relating to the number

of dwelling plan types plus the amount shown in column 2 of Table 2 relating to the total
number of dwellings.

The ‘inspection fee’ is the amount shown in column 2 of Table 3.

TABLE 1 TABLE 2 TABLE 3
PLAN FEE INSPECTION FEE

(1) 2) (1) (2) (1) 2)
II\)I\(;\;ecl)lﬁng Plan Dwelling Type No. of Additional No. of Inspection Fee

Plan Fee (£)  Dwellings Fee (£) Dwellings £)
Types
1 90 1 - 1 210
2 168 2 48 2 408
3 246 3 96 3 606
4 324 4 144 4 804
5 402 5 192 5 1002
6 480 6 228 6 1177
7 558 7 264 7 1352
8 636 8 300 8 1527
9 714 9 336 9 1702
10 792 10 372 10 1877
11 867 11 394 11 2017
12 942 12 416 12 2157
13 1017 13 438 13 2297
14 1092 14 460 14 2437
15 1167 15 482 15 2577
16 1242 16 502 16 2687
17 1317 17 522 17 2797
18 1392 18 542 18 2907
19 1467 19 562 19 3017
20 1542 20 582 20 3127



Thereafter for each additional = Thereafter for each Thereafter for each

plan type £70 additional dwelling £12 additional dwelling £110

Note:

Where the floor area of a dwelling exceeds 250 m*fees are calculated in accordance with the
estimate of cost (see schedules).




Appendix 5

Schedule 2 Fees for certain small buildings, extensions and alterations

Amount Amount of Amount of
Type of Work of Plan  Inspection Regularisation

Fee (£)  Fee (£) Fee (£)
Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4

1. Erection of a detached building which consists of a
garage or carport or both having a floor area not
exceeding 40m2 in total and intended to be used in
common with an existing building and which is not a
building specified in schedule 1 to the principal
regulations.

84 Nil 100.80

2. Installation of an unvented hot water system in

accordance with regulation 88 of the principal

regulations where the installation is not part of a larger 60 Nil 72.00
project and where the district council carry out an
inspection.

3. Any extension of a dwelling (not falling within entry
(6) the total floor area of which does not exceed 20m2
including means of access and work in connection with
that extension.

120 Nil 144.00

4. Any extension of a dwelling (not falling within entry
(6) the total floor area of which exceeds 20m2 but does
not exceed 40m2 including means of access and work in
connection with that extension.

120 216.00

5. Any extension of a dwelling (not falling within entry
(6) the total floor area of which exceeds 40m2 but does
not exceed 60m2 including means of access and work in
connection with that extension.

144 259.20

6. Any extension or alteration of a dwelling consisting of
the provision of one or more rooms in the roof space 72 144 259.20
including means of access .

7. Replacement of an existing combustion appliance in a

dwelling, 72 Nil 86.40
8. Ins:tallatlon or extension of a heating system in a 120 Nil 144
dwelling.

9. Installation of a microgeneration technology in or on 120 Nil 144

an existing dwelling.
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